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CONFIDENTIAL 


Further Correspondence respecting Persia. 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Recetoed July 3.) 
(No. 161,) 
(Telegraphic) Tehran, July 2, 1920 

SIR P. LORATNH’S despateh No, 284 of 15th sun 

n which may become unpleasant has suddenly arisen in Khorasan tegion 
owing to anutiny of frontier post at Maraveh Tappeh, Mutineers, who were jonied 
hy some 700 Russian Turkomans, captured Incha and Bujnurd, garrison of which 
Went over to them, Whole force has now reached Shirwan, and is expected to receive 
further Turkor reinforcements. General Officer Commanding, Meshed, sent 
500 men to intercept them, and can thus only muster 600! troops for defence of the 
town, He has also called in all frontier posts. ‘Three aeroplanes and 1,200 troops in 
Jorries left here this morning. 

‘Authentic news of this disturbance reached me almost immediately after 
Minjsters doparture have lind one hours eonversttion the telegraph line with 
consulweneral at Meshed, He desoribes situation as very obscure and is natural 
inclined to attribute it to existence of intrigues working, on situation reported in 
Sir P. Loraine's despatch, He asked me following questions :— 


1. Might he evacuate women and children in the event of danger! British 
‘and American community numbers some fifty persons, including, twelve 
children. 

Might he suggest to general officer commanding enrolment of certain Porsian 
subjects who had served in Hazara pioneers and who were living at 
Meshed ! 

Might he in extreme necessity consent to British subjects rendering active 
“ussistaice if asked to do so by general officer commanding! 


1 replied 

1, Yes, provided it be done quietly and so as to avoid panic. 

2. Yes, s0 long as no British subjects are enrolled. 

| No, only in the event of pressing danger to life and property. fn such an 
extrerie necessity he should only consent on condition that he receives i 
verilten app sal from both ayernor and genoral officer commandi 
who should specify that they appeal in the interest of humanity, and that 
their appeal 1s addressed to whole adult population, native and foreign, 


Lalso impressed on consul-general that while doing everything to support forces 
of order he should not allow conflict to develop into an open isse between himselt 
{ind Russian constil-general, but should be careful always to keep Persian authorities 
in foreground. 

neral took a serious but calm view of Situation, and I feel confident 
t with discretion and resource, 
ent to India. Copy hy bag to Bagdad). 
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No. 2. 

Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Nicolson 
ony n Chamberlain to Mr. Nicolson (Tehran). 
(Tolegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 3, 
mi No 150 of 2ist June: Sheikh Mahmud 


pt your view that Iraq troops should not pursue shei 
ee Ts y 1 troops should not pursue sheikh 


You should, however, lose 


0 ho opportunity of impressing Bi Jovernmel 
with importance of their talkin i s ie tae Sate 


ig Prompt steps to secure releise of eaptives, 





[1B 4065/95/34} 


in P. Loraine to Sir Austen Chamborlain.—(Riceieed Judy 5.) 


a Tehran, June 4, 1926 
TWAVE the honour to transmit here i 

ee our to transmit herewith copy of Intelligence Summary No. 11 

for the period encling the 20th May, compiled liy the military attaché to this Legation 


Thaye, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE. 


Enclosure in No, 3 
Intelligence Summary No. WW Jor the Period ending Slay 29, 1926. 
Khorasan. 


. i 4A commission of experts has arrived in Khorasan A 
aligniients for roads from the Russian itontior inwards Mesh. the fel porpo 


of the mission, however, is to survey a railway aligune 
Catone aren Rtg Maes ealray ‘ligament from Askhabad to Meshed 


Gilan and Mazandoran 
2. Sartip F 
leave to Europe, 


3, As w result of the slackness of the mili 
inorease of Bolshevik propaganda in esht and Py 
‘are now held almost openly, 


wzlullall Khan, commanding the Norther Brigade, has been 
wuthorities there has been an 
alileyi, aud pro;Commiunist meotings 


Azerbaijan, 


it Welcomes the Perso-Turkish ‘Treaty 
isin that it will end ‘Turkish dreanis 
to arouse pro-Durkish feeling, ‘These 
Feeling in Azerbaijan is generally uot 


‘hors is im Azerbaijan, 4. strong 
‘Authorities, caused principally by the sl 
people on any excuse. This is by 
continues the more does. di 


the longer it 
army. officers ‘rouse 
he reventiment against 
4 “ the Shah. 
2 orks now in Azerbi 
hey are to study are the improvement of the Lath 
anisation of the Urumin Lake transport service, the 
{trade communication (aotor-road or Decauvlle railway) 
Lake @ Iraq frontier near Rowanduz, and, i b 
rehabilitation of the ua and Salas sore diego ae 
.._It-is roported that the Persian Government has agi ini 
repatriation of te Chaldean refugees of the an dae eee ge 
8. ‘The Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs h 


hi as decided to ina 
postal service between Tehran, Tabriz and Julfa. “onaagralsia: mater 


Tehran. 


y, Amur Lashkar Aiduliah Knan, the Minister for War, was summoned to the 
Shas > summer palace ou Wie 2th slay and aetamed until the Yoth, the Shab 
Tiiotmlg uit WAL ne tad GovuMentary evidence of Lis disloyalty, Meanwhile, all 

‘aunister § servants Were cross-examiied by the police. On the evening 
Of the Yoth Le Was released and Ordered (o resumé his duties as Minister for Wat 
i 1s reported Uilat le has asked that a tiorough myestigation be made into the 
charges thade agaist nim, or that he suould be tried by court-martial, 

as previously been reported, a very strong mtrigue lias been conducted 
aguinst the ior \var by otuer semtor oiicers, particularly Uiose stationed 
uv Lelran, and it 1s lixely Ult no ellort has been spared to reawaken the Shah's 
suspi of his War Mimster, ‘Ihis 1s, regrettaply, almost the only matter in 
\wluleh tiere 1s any combined action; the chiet consideration of every senior ollicer is 
W discredit his possible rivals, 1 18 quite time thut discipline Was restored, and 
this can ouly be done by the Shah inmselt. 

10, A change of Cabinet is imminent, Motamen-ul-Mulke and Mustoli-ul- 
Mamualik have im turn been offered the Vremiership, ‘Lhe former has definitely 
refused; the latter may consent, 

11, Viscontent With the oppression of military oilicers throughout the country 
hus recently been finding plamer ssion, and tiere is little doubt that the 
grievances Of the people in this respect incline them to listen the more attentively to 
propaganda agamst the present régime, 

1, All the general ollicers commanding divisions are still in Tehran, holding 

imwrous conferences aud endeavouring to get settled some of the outstanding 
questions concerning Uieir divisions, Une conimon to all 1s that of arroars of pay, 
all divisions now bemg four months or more in arrears. 

‘Phe question of the extent to which military ollicers sliould concern them- 
selves with atuirs of civil administration Has also been subjected to much discussion. 
The present acting Chief of the General Staff is anxious that military ollicers should 
coniitic themselves to tet military, duties, but this financially unprolituble role devs 
fot commend itself to any ollicer siolding an independent command, ‘The final word 
rests with the sah, ‘Che feeling in the country against the military domination 
is increasing, aud the Shah must soon chovse between a tightening of military control 
‘and « returit to more constitutional methods, 

‘The campaign of propaganda against tle Shah appears to be ing 

Ie follows the expected forms: that he is a puppet of the British, who 

throne in return for secret understandings Which virtually put Persia 

power; that hé has done nothing lo increase’ Lie prosperity of Persia that 

hhis army is used. principally to extract mouey trom the people} that, the whole 

Circumstances of his accession were illegal, ‘This last consideration would weigh 
Tittle with a contented people, Discontent nay giye tt some force. 

15, ‘The ollicer in charge of the ‘Tehran military. radio stat es that the 
station has not transuiitted since the day of its inauguration (the 27th April), 

‘The Russian experts, who are charged with the instruction of the Persian 
personnel, do little to assist their pupils to attain proficiency, and there iy little 
doubt that their object is to postpone ws long as possible the day when Persia will 
be able to dispense with their services. 

A Treaty of Peace and Friendship has Leen signed between the Persian and 

ish Govermients. Each party guarantees its neutrality in the event of an 
attack by a third Power on the other party; undertakes not to participate in any 
financial, economic or political agreement with other Powers which may. be inimical 
to the other party; to preserve by force of arms the strict neutrality of its territory 
against any Power waging war against the other party; to prevent the formation 
oF sojourn within its borders of any organisation of which the desig 
the peace of the othier country; to take all necessary steps to restrain the tribes each 
on its own side of the common frontier from any movement likely to endanger the 
peace of the others’ territory; and to negotiate commercial, customs, postal and 
telegraph conventions within six months, 

In @ procis-rerhal aitactied to the treaty it is mentioned that the Persign 
Government stressed their determination to bs loyal to all their obligations to the 
Teague of Nations, 

"he treaty has been generally well received by Persians, who, if not very 
optimistic regarding the benefits it may bestow, feel that it will at least do no harm, 
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J mission of four Turkish officers, bringing a jewelled sword from Mustafa 
Kemal to Reza Shah, arrived in Tehran by air (Turkish Government Junker 
machines) | Angora on the 6th May. # 
1s, The Shah proceeded for a rest to Boumahin, one of his villages on the 
slopes of the Elburz, on the 12th and returned to Tehran on the 19th May, 
19. Negotiations for the making of a treaty between Persia and Pola 
how preceeding between the Persian Government and the Polish Chargé d’Affaires 
he Tn acetvoy ef sixcwheeled Renault cars arrived in Tehran from Beirut on 
ae May an {ett or Duedap, via Csfahan, Yer) and Kerman, on the 20th, 
object of the trip is believed to be to demonstrate the practicability of a moto 
service trom Beirut to Duzdap. A ge 
21, Captain Bertrand, French military attaché in Tel 5 proceed 
fae ilitary attaché in Tehran, has proceeded to 


Kurdistan, 


22, Reports are current that the troops recently: released from Luristan are to 
he concentrated in the neighbourhood of Ruansar, aud that negotiations will then 
be reopened with Jaafar Sultan and the tribes of Avroman and Merivan: 
ony 2s «is stated by the Chief of the General Staff that their is inter-tribal 
fighting in the Avroman-Merivan district, 


, 2k Ttela-ul-Mulk, formerly Persian Minister at Kabul, has been appointed 
Governor of Kurdistan, 


Luristan, 
5. It is reported that Luristan is now restored to order. ‘The extra troops 
sent there in the part of the year (seo Summary No. 2, paragraph 16, and 
ph 22) have heen withdrawn to Khuzestan and Kermanshah 
W. A. K. FRASER, Major, LA., 


Military Attaché 
Tohran, May 29, 1926 ei eae 
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Sir P. Loraine to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received July 6.) 


(No. 270.) 
oh Tehran June 8,19 
1 HAVE the honou to transits horwwith eopy of « desputeh from His Xin 
vonsulyoneral nt Meshed respeotiny the Sov t er Commission, 
, eo. 
PERCY LORAINE, 
Enclosure in No. 4. 


Lieutenint-Colonel Haworth to Sir P. Loraine 

F Meshed, May 20, 1926. 
T HAVE tho’ honour to acknowledge the receipt Ko, 22, date 
the 20th April, torwarding a copy of your despatch Nu 17 the 4th March, 1926, 
to tho Right Honoutable ‘Sie Aisten! Chamberlain, K.G., M-P,, Hie Majesty's Principal 
Recrotary of Stato’ for Foreign Afra, on the mibject or tie’ Soviet-Dorian, Frontier 

2. I did not report this matter to you as the full details have been gent to Teh 
for decision and approval, and thy frontier ia eo far from Alushed that T esanot vive any 
Personal vows on the subject. eck pee 
iho cay tts Karguzer, Moaiza-el-Mull, who was appointed to ropresont Persia on 
le commission, was away for ht months, ar he informed me that he was fully 
satisfied with the result, ee ee on 

4, His statement, given toa member of my staff, is as follows:— 

2 e country affooted is that from PulieKChatoon to the Russian ‘Turkonian country. 


T © Russians were working the division of the waters conceriied i 
i i e waters concerned according to th 
treaty of 1921 between the two countries, ‘The Persians had cause to eral of th 


5 


division of the water, and accordingly the commission was despatched to examine 
the subject. They proceeded to Pul--Khatoon, near Sarakhs — 


(1.) The first river dealt with was the Hari Rud, ‘The water was divided into ten 
shares at Sarakhs. OF these, seven shares were given to Russia and three 
to Persia. 

he Russians desired to construct a dam near Puli-Khatoon, ‘The 
engineers of the two parties estimated that the dam would eost 1 crore of 
tomans = £220,000 at 45 krans to £1, and estimated that: the waters 
conserved would irrigate 24,000 hectares of land, ‘ 
he Russians were prepared to construct the dam at their own expense 
and to give water to the Persian landowners in their proportion, ‘The 
matter has beon referred to the Persian Government. 
an Rud passing through the Darajaz district, Pose) 
iariver wero ceo divided into ton shates, of whieh six 
to Russia and four to Persia. ‘The waters irrigate eighteen 
lages and six Persian villages, 

(3.) The other rivers on the frontier were divided in equal shares, viz., the Sombar 
and Atak on the frontiers of the Turkoman country. Up to the present 
the Russians were using the waters of these rivers in their entirety, ‘The 
delay in taking over the Persian, share is due to the Persian Government 
having sent no oue to represent. them: 

(4.) Ih the thue of Nasir-ud-din Shab, Ata Beg, the then Prime Minister, ceded 
to the Russians 186 square versts of country on the Pul-i-Khatoon frontier, 
‘Whis is to he returned to the Persians. The above agreement awaits: the 
approval of the Russian and Persian Government’, 


5, I am not yet in a position to report on the subject of this division, but no 
Persian has complained to ms on the subj 
T have, &e, 
L, HAWORTH. 





[E 4068/498/34) 5, 
Sir P. Loraine to Sir Austen Chamberlain.— (Received July 5.) 


Tehran, Juno 9, 1926. 
VE the honour to transmit herewith eopy of my despatch No. 151 to the 
President of the Council of Ministers, dated the 5th Jun m the subject of Pe 
debt to His Majesty's Government, 


PERCY LORAINE, 


Enclosure in No. 5. 
Sir P. Loraine to the President of the Council of Minister 


M. le T résident du Conseil, Lehran, June 5, 1926. 

LHAVE the honour, by direction of His Majesty's Principal Secretary of Stato 
for Foreign Affairs, to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the 25th Esfand, 1304 
(the 16th March, 1926), whereby your Highness was so good ax to inform me that 
the Persian Government firstly accept the proposals for the settlement of their 
hitherto unregulated indebtedness to His Majesty's Government, which were conveyed 
to your Highness's predecessor by my note of the 11th April, 1925, and secondly, 
undertake to lay those proposals before the National Assembly for acceptance as soon 
possible, 

MSir_Austen Chamberlain requests me to inform your Highness that this 
communication has been received with satisfaction by His Majesty's Goverment, 
who see thereii a welcome confirmation of the faith which they have always 
entertained in the determination of the Imperial Persian Government to discharge 
their honourable obligations. ‘They are also glad to observe that the Persian 
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Government share their opinion that the foundation of credit depends on the 
punctual and regular discharge of liabilities 

‘The particular matters in regard to which, as stated in the concluding 
paragraph of your Highness's note under reply, the Persian Government are anxiou: 
for the goodwill of His Majesty's Government have been attentively examined by the 
competent authorities in London — 


1. As regards the request that His Majesty's Government will give facilities 
and render assistance should the Persian Government desire to raise a 

road, your Highness will be aware that the issue of loans in the London market 
is not controlled by His Majesty's Government, but depends on the judzment of 
that market, ‘The position as regards Persia would he that her success or failure 
in securing a loan would depend on the degree to which at the moment of seeking a 
loan she may have put her affairs in order and acquired public credit, ‘The London 
market is, of course, fully aware that there are questions connected with the debt 
in to His Majesty's Government which have not yet been settled, and would 
inn position to discuss the question of a loan fo Persia until the Persian 
vernment's intention to meet the existing obligations has heen confirmed by a vote 
of the National Assembly, Tam, however, able to assure your Highness that when 

the debt to Mis Majesty's Government luis been definitely settled, His Majes 
‘Treasury will take no steps to discourage the flotation of a loan by Persia on the 
Vondon market on such terms as may he arranged with the hanks. "As regards the 
Fequest that His Majesty's Governinent: ‘will agree that the surplus of the oil royalties 
and customs teveniies of the south should be assigned forthe service of a foreign 
mark 1 can further assiire your Highness thit when once the National 
as confirmed=the arcangement already accepted by the Persian Govern- 
ment under which the service of the reduced debt to His Majesty's Government will 
be secured as charge on reliable sources of revenue, stich as the southern 
Customs or His Majesty's Government will not wish to. raise any 


objection to the pledging of surplus revenue from those sevurities, after the payment 
of the annuity now contemplated of £180,000 per annum, for a loan destined for 
productive public expenditure: in Persia, ot for the repayment or the conse 


of existing Tabi Your Highness will appreciate that the willin 
of Tis) Majesty's Government to agree to this proposil is a proof of their anxiety 
Hl fa in their power to assist the Persian Governmentiin the develop 
mont of the country and in the restoration of its financial and economic prosperity 
2, As regards the revision of the customs tariff, the Imperial ( 
dily understand that His Majesty's Government could not contemplate a discu 
Sion of this question until such time ax an uniform tariff, which His Majesty's 
Government have agreed to as applicable to their subjects, is in force withont 
discrimination on all the frontiers of the Persian Kingdom, ‘These nstances 
unfortunately do not exist to-day, in spite of the repeated repre: is and 
friendly insistence of His Majesty’s Government against the discrimination shown 
during the last four or five years in favour of merchandise of Russian origin. His 
's Government desire to mako, in a friendly and helpful spirit, one other 
observation in connection with the general question of tariff ion, which is 
admittedly nite separate from the preceding observation. Especially. since the 
puissage of the laws relating to the sugar and ten monopoly and to the compounded 
Fotd tax, ineach of which cases: His Majesty's Government gave the most 
and practical proof of the goodwill in the inatter of Persia's financial reorganisatic 
connectly attributed to them by the Imperial Government, the proportion of Persia 
totnl revenues derived from foreign trade isa conspicuonsly high one, As a matter 
of sound economies and fiscal prudence, His Majesty's Government trast that the 
muestion 


is one which will 
Majesty's 

desirable 
toenter int mn, in concert with the repre- 
sentitiv rights in Porsia as they do 


1 


themselves, with a view to reach a satisfactory and durable agreement. They 
aturally desire, as the Persian Government correctly anticipate, that their subjects 
should not be placed in a less favourable position thin those of any other foreign 
Power in Persia, or than those of Persia herself; on the other hand, they do not 
desire that treaty rights should he construed in such a manner as to plac 
ubjects regularly resident in Persia in a privileged position as regards ordinar 
trade competition with the Persians among whom they dwell, or as regards the 
yment of public services maintained by public or municipal authorities, to which 
their fellow residents are obliged to contribute, in the form of lawfully levied rates 
or taxes, Another matter to whieh they attach considerable importance is that the 
‘ment of no tax should he demanded from » British subject, unless the nature, 
h tax has been legally defined by the regular processes of 
dis not Hable to arbitrary changes on 
capricious collection in diferent. Yoalities, | His Majesty's Government gladly 
recognise that real progress in this direction has been effected in Persia, and they 
feel that iff the process be shortly completed it will offer the surest. basis for the 
discussion on the general question in which they have agreed to take part 
Vavail, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE 
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Sir P. Loraine to Sir Austen Chamberlain, —(Received July 8%) 


278, Confidential. 

fairs meee Gulhok, June 11, 1926, 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to von the accompanying extract from a letter 
addressed to me by Mr, T. T., Jacks, the chief manager of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company at Mohammerah, responding to an enquiry which T hind addressed to him 
in regard to the progress made by the new régime in Khuzestan from the point: of 
viow of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company and the manner in which that réginie had 
made its influence felt on the operations of ans 
2, You will, I trust, share the satisfaction which [ felt at reading this account 
of the new conditions in Khuzestan, the inaueur ich gave rise to such 
numerous misgi The position which Mr. Jacks desoribes is, T think, a 
ratifying. and tangible indication that Persia is not only changing, but that the 
oh he hetter, and that the appeal to a Per 

imately nor necessarily vain. as 
sof this despatch to the Government of Tndia, His Majes 
High Commissioner for Traq, Bagdad and His Majesty's consul-general, Bushire, 
a Thave, &6. 
PERCY LORAINE 


Enclosure in No, 6 


(Confidential.) 
Mr. Jacks to Sir P. Loraine, 


Mohammerah, March 30, 1926, 


T THINK J can safely say that we have now passed through the difficult: period 
which we experienced previous to the sheikh's departure. ¥ 

Upon the assumption of power by the Central Goyernment and the ins 
of martial law, we wi sarded with considerable suspicion by the anthorities, 
who seemed to zo out of their way to convince the public in general that. we were a 
commercial concern entitled to no more consideration than any other similar 
organisation tel 

The troops, moreover, lacked the necessary discipline, and onr staff, hoth 
Enropean and native, were frequently molested. ‘ sai 

The visit of His Imperial Majesty the Shah, and the obvious respect with which 
we were treated by himself and consequently by his staff, created 1 literal rolte-face 
in the situation. 
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My dear Sir Perey, 
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the Mom that date we have, with rare exceptions, received the 
he authorities, particularly the military, and I need li 
part, have not failed to re 

way. 


the, utmost support of 
"yy aD ly add that we, on our 
procate their willingness to assist us in every possible 


Tt is natural that the 
iit the atmosphere is created by th 
sonia nat is created by the Governor-General 
gormmnding the troops and the karguzar. Provided, verefore, we are jonanatets 
‘aving intelligent and broad-minded persons appointe wsenine 
gi A persons appointed to these posts here, our path 
ay, ancl ye have n dificult working in Pe ctecee nee PONE HERS CHE Bh 
Anneli other hand, the Governor-General be a man of the type of Mi 
Ahmad, Zt & Siew to euriching himself, oF from purely ‘anti-British 
es, spare to cause us annoyance, our existence is not a happy 
pared no pas to 8 ‘ a happy one. 
sae Me genta Government have give every proot that thy stand pont and 
i it oppressio her hy sheikhs, landlords or the Church wil 
tolerated, ‘This state of affair 1 2 eutien enea 
state of affairs could not be more welcome, On th 
tolerated. ne ie one hand, of 
employees obtain frewtom from local and petty tyranny, of every description, Rie 
caer We are in a position to obtain protection without bemg forced 
pay heavily for it, nor ean we he made any longer the victim of TAD ERELE HE 
ee victim of a khan or sheikh who 
he Sheikh of Mohammerah served hi if 
Mohammerah served his purpose, Under his jurisdiction we 
enjoyed great security: and the utmost i lerritoryiana 
i f most freedom of action s territory, 
would be the last to belittle his friendship. Mian aie erelega sae 
aint guage pny envily for our privileges, ad as he grew older and our 
nctivitien grew his avarice increased inthe form of ilegal taxation on ma 
nativitios . ' io form of illegal taxation on many 
commodities which, shilst not affecting us directly, nevertheless constituted a leary 
burden on the vost of living. ah a ee 
Tn conclusion, T would not 
Seen » Two Jot witate to give my opinion that so lo 
dnganieation of tie Centzal Gaveraunent inthis provines can moot the dae 
tho administration of these districts entail, and so Ic yi 
reasonably honest and hard-working officials, we 
pleased, and wwe should not welcome a return to the old ré 


nds which 
if 1s its policy is directed by 
‘ompany, could not be better 
With kind regard: 

Yours 
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Sir P. Loraine to Sir Austen Chamberlain. (Received July 6.) 


(No, 288.) 
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: : Gulhok, June 15, 1926. 
the CaEAD the Honour, in my telogran No, 180 of the Sth SEER 
the Cabinet which has sce December lst vegetated ides the indolent direction of 
i had at last expired fro 
the Shalt had entrusted Hlassan Khan Mustath-(Muctaul a. wath 
task of forming a new Ministry to take its place, ‘The caiises for this sudden decisi 
age agrewhal oars, Altough, ae indiated in my talegram, No, 125 of the 
25th May, the growing irritation at the inactivity of Farnki Ministry a 
time tendered change imminent, yet the ‘litigate | ee Paired 
Dabinet, and. the doubiful expedieney of a change while no Majlis was i 
seem subsequently to have convinced His Majesty that it would be preferable to allow 
the Faruki Cabinet to drag on tintil the new Assembly had actually been convaked. 
Suelo, was the impression that the Sth gave me erly inane. aul Teva 
on hia almost explicit statement to that effect that L based my telegram No. 1 5 of 
the 4th June. T now understand that his subsequent change of attitude was due to 
i Intervention of Sevvid Hassan Mudarts, who, while unable, owine to his 
religions disabilities, to accopt responsibility himself, has been enconraged hy the 
dominant postion he has acquired inthe elstons forthe Tehran district to pose ox 
the detente of poplar erties and to allow no Cabinet to exist or tobe formed 
oval and under his own direction. ‘The wow ostensi 
Breuriolia Lavancedhy MnMarie ey tothe RET Nee be Partie Cane 
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appointed solely for the purpose of inaugurating the new régime, a fumetion which it 
pee Slow exhausted, and that the moment had come when new ideals and new forces 
were required, these forces to be supplied by Mudarris's own friends 

‘2. 'That'the Shah should have yielded to these representations is not, perhaps, 
surprising. He is anxious for the present to concilinte Mudarris, who has become 
the Hgure-lead of constitutional conservatism and of Tory democracy. He is aware 
Of the slight reaction which is setting in against the new régime, and of the popular 
disappointment that no steps have as yet been taken to realise the promises which 

vefeen made. It is thus convenient to him to treat Faruki as a scapegoat, and to. 
‘gain thereby some respite from the increasing, criticism of the weakness of the civilian 
Government and of the growing exactions of the military. He may also have con 
Sidered that a new Cabinet composed of personalities more representative of the 
Soveral currents which are to be anticipated in the next Majlis may serve to eanalise 
these currents in advance and render the impending Assembly more homogeneous 
{nd more workable, The new Cabinet, however, has no pretence of permanency, 
dnd itis generally anticipated that shortly after the opening of the Majlis it will giv 
way to another Ministry more effective aud more competent, ‘That auch a Ministry 
att only be headed by Mirza Hassan Khan Vossuk. (Vossuk-ed-Dowleh) is a foregone 
Conclusion, and, indeed, the persistence of His Majesty in ringing the changes on 
til other combinations is generally attributed to his desire to renden the eventual 
fetury to power of Vossukc inevitable and assured, 1 have, however, been too long 
in this country not to reali 
Although T consider a Vossuk Ministry a distinct p 
in dealing with Persian polities, to describe anything as ce 
perhaps be permitted to reflect with some gratification on the eireumstanee that, 
pereneas four years ago the return to power of a Minister so closely identified wit 
‘vas regarded as impossible, the breeze of public estimation has so far 
ited fa the interval that he is now almost universally regarded as the one Prime 
en in-whom the country would unreservedly. place its confidence—in my 
ion, rightly so: 

3. Twethe meantime the interim Cabinet of Hassan Khan Mustaufi is in the 
provess of formation, A hitch arose at one moment owing to the refusal of Mudarsis 
peive his approval of the list of proposed Ministers, Certain changes were then 
made, and its probable thatthe new Mivist 1 be formed immediately and the 
main portfolios distributed as follows : 


Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior: Mustaut 
Minister for Foreign Affairs: Taki Zadeh 

Minister of Finance: Vossuk 

Minister of War: Faruki 

Minister of Public Works: Mushavir-ud-Dowleh 
Minister of Education: Nasir-ed-Dow! 


‘The other portfolios have not as yet. been definitely allotted, although it is 
rumoured that the Ministry of Interior will eventually be given to, Hassan Than 
Mushar. ‘The acceptance of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs by Taki Zadeh, who is 
Abroad, has not yet been received, ‘The'inclusion of Vossuk in this interim Cabinet 
i thas the most stnificant feature in a combination which is of Tittle importance, and 
Which will undoubtedly be of but short duration. ‘The appointment of a civilian as 
A Uiiisiee for War is also noteworthy, and confirms the statement which has been made 
to me that Mustau ed. parte blanche from the Shah in respect of the 
‘composition of his Cabinet 

Hoa the combination is certainly not unfavourable to British interests and may 
work fairhe wells its activity will largely depend on the amount of energy which 
Venak will be able to infuse into it. 1t8 formation can be regarded with equanimity, 

mn 
spies nf thix despatch to the Government of India and to His 
for Iraq, Bagdad 
Thaye, &o, 
PERCY LORAINE 
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Sir P. Boraine to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Receiced July 


284. Confidential.) 


INChe ae a Gulhek, June 15, 1926. 
which UP telegram No. 181 of the e I had the honour to report the ram 

Ty th muted me rexel the scandalous oppression and corruption p 
Hopeahtan tty gommaners throughout the provinces, and to inform you of the 
You wera ng zeal taken to bring these practices to the personal notice of the Shah 
or the fateeeg ged a €0 approve my action in the matter, and the subsequent receipt 
Se aes aich from His Majesty's consul-general at Meshied which is 
HAE ave received and the conclusions which Tam disposed to 


2 The indictment wh 
Mannan Y | which Colonel Haworth has for ated aga 
Mohaunme 1, jeneril Olficer Commanding the Eastern Divaion i eaaey 
Hated for mo hy Mao F Melvin Hall of the Americ ancial Mission; who at 
last m1 paid a flying visit to Khoras niin vis 
formerly been Provinetal Director ERE Cea ee ee 
conceal his dismay at ths devastation inflicted on thi inring the bare six 
months since his departure, He hid le 
Ho returned to find that the intansy 
“drained the tov 
rained the ow J left. the population 
impove exatnined were not confined 
to thse i aud blackmail whieh constitute an inherent 
oe I extended to f extor ing: 
frovniton if contributions for mythical orphanages to barefaced iDartnca setae 
{age Ute divisional eommander ha fully Wet to attend the coronation with 
Feat K notes crawded into his motor r. and after his depart seri 
hi Hage oF metal andl paper vnerensy was SSAMISTRURe eae Hes id 
of Jan, Mohamed tliffers only in degree from that of other d ional 
an A ‘abriz meral Mohammed Hussei g 
fortune whilea est, has content fi the present ao Tee feetation te 
is commanders, The Amir Lashkar of the Wes! i Zakhaviac hee 
an ut Raper ees eae Zaria 
jn atears, — Malioud! Aino, the alivisional commander inthe soyth, white 
Culpably, eommlucent towards tho exaction of his subordinates, is not Wpiaiunter 
od, ndily corrupt or oppressive The So orn | AN Aehai fee 
the oy one sxuinat which serine ein cnt, on tegen ine ae 
fot by other commandors, Ie established Snrtip Morteza Kohan, the General Ofteer 
mmanding the Central Division, ims. less opporti thon ee 
i aa has of late he n fully occupied by an obscure babene f ful ste 
against Abdulloh Khan Tohmaspi, the Minister of War. "The General Oi 
Fommaniling the Northern Independent Brigade acquired a large fortune. during 
s settlement of the Province of Khnzistan, whereas Ahmed Awhi. chick at ite 
larmerie, having behaved with the o Haeaansaarreccies 
ri ducting operations 
xpense of his subordinates 
Af Hhose officers who told the seven 
Tieir conditct is naturally: reflected in 


{ Hor is it surprising tha lic opini 
tovnogarl the army. asa vahislo merely of estonion abl imine ee ave come 


‘The implications of such ituati 
the i of ch a situation are obvious. 

} led icence in. peculation upon. the army itself rane ae 
audressed to me by Major Fraser, militnry attiché to this Legation whieh tmoneee 
second enlowure to this despatch bane 
rather than the military effects of this fr 

! the 8 a esh malndy in the Persian body. politi 
Te ie disquieting sinptom that these young and ROH eae 
Wy th Wwenknes of the civilian eloments ta oncreach more andl mera eae rons 

“Theis comparative youth (thers is ony one Semi 
and their self-assertion, render this their wstrpation of 
dangerous, anil the ohvsical timidity of the eh ilian 
wide which they:at quickito exploit More serions ¢ 
+ Not peated, 


T am concerned, however, with the political 
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than these dangers is the inevitable tendency of public opinion to identify the 
conduct of their military persecutors with the poliey of the Shah himself, They 
observe, indeed, thattthesé young generals were all the brother officers of Reza Shah in 
the days of the Cossack brigade, nor will it be easy for His Majesty, who reached his 
present position Iargely by his hold on the army, to repudiate or to restrain the 
elements to which he o ‘The growing resentment engendered by these 
abuses, and by the apparent unwillingness of Reza Shah to curb them, are naturally: 
affording able opportunity. for Russian. propagandists, who end 
ealthily to identify the Amir L = with His Majesty and His Maj 

‘They hope in this way to concentrate the forces off disaffection at 
once against the present régime and against that policy of integration and stability 
which you, Sir, have allowed me to promote, 

4, T have felt it right not to palliate a situation which is mndoubtedly 
disquieting, and which may develop serionsly. I should wish, however, to quality: 
my analysis by putting before you certain considerations which will, T trust, 
mitigate the imp on which such disclosures must inevitably have cansed In the 
first place, the apathy and volatility of the Persian character are such that cireum= 
stances which, in more countries would tead to revolution, are apt in Persia 
to produce but a temporary reaction which soon lose Tn the second place, 
Thave hitherto no reason to si hares in, 
these extortions. 


from the purel id administra 
tive point of view. he admittedly exercises with great efficiency. Tt is, moreover, to 
be regretted, though it may perhaps have heen wmavoidable, that the firm personal 
grip on public affairs and, the direct personal control of the army which His Majesty. 
exercised in so notable and effective w manner before his n, have been some- 
What relaxed since that event. ‘Thus, the forceful continuity which formerly: 
characterised His Majesty's actions and differentiated them so widely from those of 
hig fellow countrymen, seems to have been lost, with the result that the uzly weed of 
y onablo limits hy Reza Khan's 

administrat the reign of Reza Shah, to 
the further de appearances would Tead one 
to believe that His Majesty, having attained the objective on which his efforts are 
presumed to have been concentrated, that is, the Throne, has retired to the stately 
Mclusion of the Palace, where he is sirronnded by the adulation and questionable 
counsels of his immediate courtiers, and from) which he emenges to make occasional 
and somewhat dramatic incursions into publiv affairs and details of administration, 
reminiscent of the days of Haru-al-Rashid. 

5. do not myself believe, however, that this is a true picture of the situation 
Reza Shah could no doubt exercise as clo ntrol as Reza Khan, but he would 
thereby be establishing a virtual autocrac hI judge that he rightly desires to 
avoid: a revived autocraey might perhaps do some good so Tons as it lasted, Init 
it would undoubtedly end with itself, and would leave nothing behind it except the 
tattered shreds of a constitutional democracy. never as yet distinguished for its 
efficiency. Iying at the mercy of n set of military satraps, each avid of supreme 
pawer. There would thus be present, on a less grand scale, all the elements which 
Centuries ago shattered the Roman Finpire and in our day have wrought such 
devastation in the Chinese Republic. T maintain, on the other hand the view whic 
{had the honour to express at the end of last vent, that the real starting point is the 
opening of the Sixth Mailis, and that the Shah has recognised thronghout that, in the 
interval, there was a diffienit and awkward period of transition to be lived thraueh 
as well as might be. What has happened ts 1h of transition hn» lnsted 
too long and that come disturbing and dangerous splayed them 
selves more incisively than was expected or is. comfo Alongside of these 
Gisngreeable features there has been one sound one, namely, a steady and more 
open growth of the desire for closer relations with Great Britain and for British 
Support in some form which will neith mise Persian independence nox 
ofiend her national susceptibilities i 

GT therefore think that the decision will rest with the Sixth Majlis; if that 
Indy proves fairly homogeneons, as it, should do with the eradication at the elections 
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of ‘all Socialist or pro-Bolshevik elements, if it co-operates with the Shah and 
Provides His Majesty with a strong and competent Government which will: (1) 
administer the country with tolerable efficiency, (2) restore the equilibrium between 
the civil and military: authority, (3) relieve the ic stringency, (4) dimi 
the economic dependence on Russia, (5) act as the liaison between the Palace and the 
von elon ing retaining the confidence of both, then there is every chance of the 
Position being redressed. ‘That, L surmise, is the situation which the Shah wishes 
to bring about, and, if the conjecture be correct, this would account for His Majesty’ 
‘apparent indifference, or impotence, in the presence of military tyranny and adminis- 
trative paralysis, I do not believe that the Shah's vigilance or his eapacity have in 
any sense declined, or that he is blind to the dangers to which his dynasty will he 
posed if matters go too far. T also helieve that all the serions political person 


alive to the danger, are anxious that the Pahlavi reign should be a success, and 
are determined to counter the danger before it 


is need for watch can properly 


in the Per 


nds of the Amor 
ay of the ranks, while diminishing the occasions 
peculation among the hi The new Majlis with its predominantly Conservative 
maiority will also prove n stabilising factor, and with the prospects of external peace 
ad a rich harvest. the present agitation may gradually subside. Should the SI 
bo able to plice himself at the head of this movement against army-government, he 
will rapidly rogain the full measure of his popularity and prestige, But- should 
he disregnrd the advice of his elder statesmen, or hesitate to punish the young 
generals whom. he has himse! at a period of great 
uncertainty will ensue not only for himself, but for the unfortunate country of which 
he remains the only possible guardian and 

8, Tam sending copies of this despatch to the 


Gover ent of ia and to 
Hig Majesty's High Commissioner for Traq, Bagdad, ee oF dia amd 


T have, & 
PERCY LORAINE 


Enclosure in No, 8, 
Minute by Military Attaché, 


, ,YESTERDAY 1 was visiting Sardar Medhat, who was vice-president of the 
Ai gh Military Council until its dissolution a few days ago. He old and 
intimate friend who has always spoken frankly and truthfully with me. He 
occasionally consults me at critical moments, as Tor instance, during the Russian 
offensive for the Caspian fisheries before the last Majlis. closed. “He hus forty 
years’ service in the Persian army, and has a wide circle 6f friends—military officers 
tmoullahs and merchants. He may be said to be fairly well in touch with the 1 
nd with the man in the street, 

2. He had asked me to go and see him. He said he wanted to tell me of th 
unsatisfactory state of the army. He told me little we do not know already. Th 
rank and file were discontented owing to the non-receipt of pay—in the hest eas 
for four months, in the worst for fifteen, and also on account of a recent substantia 
reduction in the scale of rations, There were more than 200 men in sanctuary in 
the mosques in and around Tehran as a protest against these injustices and the 
tyranny of their officers. Even some officers had fled to the mosques to escape fros 
the pressure exercised on them by senior officers to extort money from then: the 
late Officer Commanding the Gendarmerie of the South was one of these; he had been 
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ced to pay 2,000 tomans to his senior officer as a share of the profits it was 
calculated he had made from his last appointment, No officer felt safe unless. he 
was a relative or favourite of some general officer commanding. ‘The recent arrest 
of the Minister for War on an apparently baseless charge had further shaken 
confidence, and had completely destroyed the prestige of Amir Lashkar 
Kh my was now without a controlling authority. Each Di 
Commander was @ law unto himself, and the senior ranks of the army were rent 
with jealousies which were reflected in a lack of discipline throughout. 
Moreover, the resentment of the whole country against the oppression of the 

military leaders and their interference in civil affairs was increasing and being more 
freely voived. ‘The danger of th greatly increased by the dissensions in the 
‘army and the discontent of the rank and file and of those officers who by misfortune 
or stupidity, or, in rare cases, honesty, did not share in the profits made by the 
military leaders, He was sure that feeling in the army and 
in the country in favour of Bri itary advisers. ‘The rumours recently 
circulated regarding their early arrival had been welcomed by numbers of men and 
officers. 

Wy opinion there is probably a considerable party in the army, the unhuc 

favour of British control of the army, but such an idea would be bitterly 
‘opposed by every senior officer, with a few possible exceptions. 

W. A. K, FRASER, 





[E 4077/95/34) No. 9. 


Sir P. Lornine to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Receined July 5.) 


Tehran, Jun 
the honour to transinit herewith copy of Intelligence Summary No, 12 
for the period ending the 12th instant compiled hy the militar ohé to. this 
le 
Thav 
PERCY LORAINE, 


jelosure in No, 9. 


Intelligence Summary No, 12 for the Period June 12, 1926. 
Khorasan. 

‘DHE military attaché at Meshed reports considerable discontent and a slackening 
of discipline throughout the Eastern Divis pay of all ranks is several months 
in arvears, and the resulting resentment is largely increased by the common knowlege 
that the general officer commanding took with hin, when he went to ‘Tehran for the 
Coronation, very large sums of money, not less than 200,000 tomans. ‘This particular 
general has gone to great excesses in extracting money {rom the province, and his 
Tapavity and corruption are to a large extent undoing his initial good work in 
restoring discipline and in checking Bolshevik intrigues with commendable fi 

2. It is reported in the Tehran press and also from confidential sources that 
Russian engineers are surveying a line for the extension of the Russian railway 
system to Sarakhs and Pul-i-Khatun. 


Gilan and Mazanderan 
3. In continuation of paragraph 8 of Summary No, 11, further reports haye 
heen received to the effect that, as a result of the heavy bribery of olficers, Bolshevik 
propaganda is being allowed almost openly among the Persian troops of Gilan, 
Teailets were found in the Persian barracks in the usual strain 
“Troops of Persia! How long will you be fools and the slaves of tie 
aristocrats? You have the arms and the strength,” & 


lt is reliably reported that money to pay the trgops in Gilan was recut 


obtained from Bolshevik sources, é.¢., the Russian Bank, ‘he money was obtained in 
the first case as a loan by the municipality and paid by them to military head- 
quarters. In spite of these payments, troops are four months in arrears, 
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5. ‘The Imperial Bank of Persia is opening a branch at Bandar-i-Pahlevi 
(Enzeli) in order to deal with the increasing amount of Persian Government business, 
conducted—very unsatisfactorily—until naw by the Russian Bank 


6, Ibis reliably reported that the Turkish consulate at Resht is being closed 
down, 


Azarbaijan. 


7 Sarhang Pasha Khan, the yery ellicient chief of police of Azarbaijan, who 
has ably checked Bolshevik intrigues and propayauda during the last two years, 
has been suddenly recalled to Tehran and has beet replaced by Sarhang Almad Ali 
Khan, lately chiet of police of Isfuhan, - 

8. A Durkish mission under a certain Ali Suleiman, accompanied by two ollicers 
and twenty-six soldiers, has been visiting, at the invitation of the Persian Govern 
nent, certain villages on the Perso-Turkisli trontier in Azartaijan, ‘They were at 
Khoi on the 30th May and Maku on the ist, Iv is surmised that their visit is 
connected with the Ki 

9. ‘The old Turkish consulate at Khoi is being repaired. 

10. Tt is reported that Simko is much disturbed by the better Perso-Turkisn 
relations that have followed the signature ot che treaty 


Vohran 


11, Batuki (Zoka-ul-Mutk)'s Cabinet resigned on the 5th June, Mustofi-ut 
Maialik was asked to form a Government and on the [3th June present 


ed the 
following Ministers to the Shah 


Tagizadeh (is iu Kurope and has not yet avcepted). 
a: MukibirosSultanah, hott 
Instruction: Nasired-Dowleh 
® Mushir Aaza, 
io Mulk (acting) 
Justice: Mansur-esSultaneh 


The now Minister for War (Prime Minister of the previous Cabinet) enjoys 
the complete confidence of the Shah, thit he will do anything of importance on 
his own, responsibility. “As Minister for War lic will be a eypher. This perhaps 
Would not bof importance if the Shih could exercise the sate control over the army 
fas hie used todo before his accession, hut it hus already been proved that his hold 
has slackened, 80 it is to be feared that the army will still be without the 
whiehi it so badly needs, 

This is the first time's civilian his been appointed Minister for War since 
Reza Pehlevi assumed office in 1921 

Another feature of the Cabinet that is interesting from a military point of 
View is the absence of a Minister for the Interior, “Since the assuinption by the 
inilitary leaders of the virtual control of civil affairs, the Ministry for the Interior 
hus played a very small part in the administration of the country. ‘There was au 
spoctilation as to who would be offered or would acvept the porttolio in this Cabinet 
Tf wistatesman of repiite had done so it would have been accepted as a welcon 
indication that the Shah had decided to restrain his military leaders and to return 
{o mote constitutional methods of government. long life is not predicted for this 
Cabinet. 

12. Full details regarding the work of the committee which, as reported in 
paragraph 14 of Summaty No, 10, h to consider means of reducin 
Inilitary expenditure are not yet available. ny case, the work of the commit 
in directed towards reducing expenditure to the sum sanctioned in the budget, whi 
it isnow exceeding, and not to a reduction in the budget. Monthly oredi 
overdrawn; the whole army is four months or more in arrears of pa 
little money in the War Ofice Treasury. 

Economies already effected are the abolition of the High Military Council, the 
disbandment ot the Army Headquarters Transport Service; the discharge of a number 
of men enlisted on the old Bomitcheh system, who will be replaced, it is hoped, in 
the autumn by conscripts; the reduction of the wheat ration of the rank and file by 
one-third, and the closing of the so-called military aviation school. Various other 
economies and reforms are also in view, 


master 
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13, The state of discipline of the army may not have grown worse, but it 
has certainly been more discussed during the last fortnight, both by the general 
public and the troops, ‘There is strong reason for suspecting that agitators are at 
Work among the latter—toth Bolshevik and) agents of anti-militarist parties in 
Persia. ‘The facts need no distortion to impress the private soldier: his pay is 
months in arrears; his generals are amassing fortunes. 

14, The rumour regarding the early arrival of British advisers for the War 
Office is still being assiduously circulated, and it is by no means rejected by everyone. 
‘The suggestion is most unwelcome to all senior ollicers, but it is reported on good 
authority that among junior officers and men, as well as among many of the people, 
it has béen welcomed with relief. 

15, It is reported’on good authority that about 200 soldiers and « few ollicers 
aire in sanctuary in the mosques of Tehran and Kum as a protest against the ill 
treatiment of senior officers and the non-receipt of pay. 

16, The divisional commanders who have been in Tehran since before the 
coronation (the 25th April) returned to their comands during the fst week in 
June with little cash for their troops, but many promises, It is reliably reported 
that before they left they were very roughly taken to task by the Shali for their 
Feporued corrupt. practices and oppression ot the people, 

17. Owing to numerous robberies by soldiers—said by some to have been 
instigated by one senior officer to get another into trouble, by others t the nauural 
outcome of no pay and short rations —the streets of Tehran are now patrolled by 
troops after 10 P.at. 

Sentence of death has been passed by court-martial on one soldier found guilty 
of housebreaking, x 

Another reason for these night patrols and restrictions on the movements of 
olligers and men aiter dark is the reported existence of a widespread revolutionary 
society among the troo 

TS. On the 7th mstant reports were received in Tehran of riots in Malayer 
(between Hamadan and Burujird) resulting in the death of some filteen to twenty 
people. It appears that a shortage of wheat wus the ditvet cause, but. Bolshevik 
intrigues are suspected by the War Ollive, ‘There are also whispers of serious 
disifieetion among the troop 

On the 9th the Shah left ‘Tehran secretly by car with one servant, He was at 
Kum that night, and on the 10th he left for Malayer, He returned to ‘Lelran on 
the 12th, 

19. Reports of Ibn Saud’s iconoclastic wondencies are ing vigliteous 
indignation among the ulama, who are full of fiery word ands that the 
Government should do something in defence of Islant, ‘The Govermnent has retenred 
the matter to a committee of leading notables and ulama, which provides the ulama 
With an opportunity of letting off steam, and at the sane time puts on ther thy 
responsibility of de he right. course of action, Faced with this, the ulama 
fvel they have insuffic jormation, 

20. ‘The military aviation school has been closed, ‘Wheoretieally it has been in 
existence for about two years, but instruction was desultory and irregular, Not one 
of tie seven pupils had ever heen into the air al 

Tt has now been decided to send some more officers to Russin to be trained as 

and young officers have been asked to volunteer, 
Mainly owing to lack of spares, not more than seven machines of the Persian 
are at present fit to take the air. 
Berhault, the French pilot, has left the se 
He has not yet heen replaced 
A French veterinary officer (civilian) engaged by the War Offive has arrived 
in Tehran, 

24. Complaints from Persian merchants appear in all the ‘Tehran 
regarding the conduct by the Russians of the Baku fair. ‘They were, t 
to sell their goods at a loss and to buy Russian goods at an unfain price fixed by the 
State monopolies 

25. Mr, Haskoll, an American engaged by the Persian Government as advise 
on agriculture, has arrived in Tehran, and ha appointed Director-General 
Agriculture. He has taken over charge of all the Crown lands 


Kun, 


26. While at Kum (see paragraph 18 above) the Shah visited Sheikh Abdul 
Keriin, the leading mujtahid and an exceptionally respected priest, and endeavoured 


eof the Persian Government 
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to persuade him to withdraw the edict he had pronounced against the holding of 
elections at Kum, (Sheikh Abdul Kerim liad declared that Kum was too holy to 
require representation in a temporal Parliament.) The result is not known 

‘The Shah also arranged for the burial at. Kum of the bones of Kerim Khan, 
Zand, disinterred from under the passage of the Kajar palace at Tehran 

W. A. K. FRASER, Major, 1.A., 
Military Attaché. 
Tehran, June 12, 1926, 





No. 10. 
Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. (Received sfuly 5.) 


phie.) R Tehran, Jiily 5, 1926, 
MY telegram No. 161 
Situation in Khorasan is so obscure and opinions so conflicting that I should 
to postpone comment until definite information received. Meanwhile, later 
from consul-general are reassuring, and he anticipates no immediate danger 
(to India.) 





Mr Nicolson (No. 102) to High Commissioner, Bagdad. —(Reprated to 
Koreign Office: Received Luly'6,) 


Tohran, uly 6, 1926, 

MY telograty No, 100 

Prime Minister informis me that Goverion of Kurdistan reports that emissary 
has returned, and says that officers are not in Persia but in Frag, where Sheikh 

hinioud is now conducting operations. rime Minister has replied to: Governor 
that te disbelioves this statement and that latter must at once send oflier and more 
reliable em to arrange for immediate release. His Highness again assured 
me of Porsinn Goyerntent’s determination to assist ts inevery possible manner. 





Sir Aviston Chaniberiain to Mr. Nicolson (Tehran) 


eaphicy 1 Foreign ofiee, July 6, 1926 
YOUR tel No. 161 of 2nd July: Mutiny in Khorasan. 
I approve your instructions to consil-eenerdl, Meshed 





No. 13. 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Receloed July 7) 
(No, 166) 
(Pelegraphie 
MY telegram No, 164 
Minister of Finance tells me that, although Cabinet are still without reliable 
jou, yet he still considers movement to have been primarily caused. hy 
‘Oppression of general officer commanding, and that, realising Meshied garrison were 
likely to join mutineers, invented story about Turkomaus in order to justify himself 
and expedite despatch of less unreliable troops from Tehran, Latest reports from 
consul-general confirm this view, Minister of Finance fears, however, that Russians 
and Turkomans will profit by chaos now disclosed, and regards general situation as 
unsatisfactory, Hel tolls me’ that army in Azerbaijan is again threatening trouble 
(Sent to India, No, 166; Meshed, No. St. Copy by bag to Bagdad.) 


Tehran, July 7, 1926. 





Tehran, July 7, 1926, 


Prime Ministei me that there will be no objection to proposed change 
in procedure, He added, however, that, as Majlis was to open 1th duly and 
ion of ition had been referred to Forvign Affairs Committee last year 
P. Loraine's despatch No. 83, 1925), it wonld be necessary matter of 
form again to refer to that committee. ‘The Government would, however, impose 
pon committee that they are expected to consent to proposal and that. all 
al conditions must be postponed until recognition has been accorded and 

is have heen opened, 


ither excuse for delay, especially as Majlis will not 
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Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Nicolson (ehran), 


No. 204.) 
f Poreign Office, July 10, 1926. 
IN his despateh No. 49 of the 23rd January, relative to the national statns of 
the Anglo-American Products Company, Sir P. Loraine raised the general question 
of the protection to be afforded by His Majesty’s consular officers in Persia to 
hut which do not contain over 50 per cent, 


Companies which are British 
of British shareholdings. 

2. As yon are aware, the practice in Persia has been governed by the instruc 
tions set forth in Mr. MacDonald's despatch No, 236 of the Sth May, 1924, in whieh 
it was laid down that British protection should be granted toa company only in the 
event of the iy of the shares being held by persons who in English law are 
British subjects 

‘The various eases which you have lately brought to my notice have, howey 
shown that those regulations have prevented His Majesty's consular officers in Persia 
from affording protection to companies even in cases where such protection might 
Have bonelted British teado, 1 have tereford reconsidered Ue matien in consulta 
tion with the Board of Trade. 

4. A company which is registered as a British company in accordance with 
British lay is inlaw a British subject and an entity quite distinct from its share: 
holders, whatever nationality they may individually. possess, but this does tiot affect 

slit of His Majesty's Government to withdraw protection fromisuch a éompany 
discretion 

Tn conside wever, what is meant by protection in this eonnection, it 
Js necessary to draw a distinction between that form of protection which results, as 
it were, automatically from the fact that a company js, ax explained in the proce 

ragraph, a British entity, and that form of protection the granting of which 
entirely within the discretion of the Secretary of State, In a country like Pers 
where British subjects are subject to a special régime in virtue of th 
position, every British company is, in consequence of its incorporation its 
such, subject to that special régime and entitled to the privileges resulting therefrom, 
ind particularly those in matters of jurisdiction, In view of the fact that any failure 
to claim such privileges for a British company would almost inevitably prejudice the 
general position of Elis Majesty's Government in regard to the imaintenanes of the 
exterritoria! system, it is difficult to imagine circumstances in. which it would not be 
necessary for consular officers to insist on all British companies in Persia receiving 
the benelits conferred on British subjects by the extertitorial 

6. But apart from this side of the question, there is a considerable field in which 
the granting of protection does not result automatically, as in the matters dealt with 
in the preceding paragraph, from the'fact that the company is in law a British 
entity, but is a matter of discretion, and it is in this field that the questions dealt 


{is791) c 
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with in the present correspondence arise. T have come to the conclusion that for this 
purpose any rigid test, such as the percentage of British shareholding in the company, 
is unworkable in practice and unsatisfactory, Each case should be decided on its 
merits and in view of the particular circumstances of the ease. Prind facie, every 
British company should he regarded as entitled to consular protection and assistance, 
and in any case where a consular officer considers that there are good reasons for 
withbolding such protection and assistance, the case should be referred to me for 
decision, after consultation with the Board of Trade 

7, As regards partnerships, the rnling in Mr. MacDonald's despateh which 
Applies to such businesses will still apply 

Tam, & 
AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN 





No. 16. 


Vx Nicolvon (No. 9%) to Government of Ludia (Rorvign Department).—(Repeated to 
Foreign Office; Received ily 13) 
(No. 170) ¥ 
(Pelegraphic,) 
YOUR telegram No, 1208 

Inance Mission, who haye mude regular monthly payments into army 
‘Account, have for long heen aware that paynient was not 
Have for months been pressing the Government to allow of some form of audit for 
military accomnts. | Dr. Millspaugh is fully alive to the fact that Khorasan rising 
confirms his previous warnings and arguments. The Minister of F 
Supporting him, but the Shab is obdurate, and Dp. Millspaugh tells met 
despairs of getting his way, Meanwhile he is fuding great difleulty in { 
moet the present emergency. He is taking « strong line, but T doubt wheth 
the Minister of Finance will press their case to the point of resignation 


Tehran, Suly 12, 1926, 
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Sir P. Loraine to Sir Austen Chamberlain.— (Received July Vo) 


(No, 200, Confidential) 

Sir, Gullek, June 2, 1926, 
THE new Cabinet, to which 1 briefly referred in any: despatel No, 283 of the 

15th June, was officially formed on the both dune last snd consists of cw followings 

members (it will be observed that the portfolios as finally distributed were yot in all 

Cases given to the same officials as these originally reported to me) 


Prime Mini 


of Finance: Mirza Hassan Khan Vossuk ((Vossuk-ed-Dowleh) 

Ministor of War: Mirza Mohammed Ali Khan Vacuki (Zoku -ul-Mulk) 

Minister of dusticn: (Not yet appointed) (Mansur-es-Sultane will ct) 

Minister of ducation: Mirza Abmad er (Nasir-ed- Dowleli) 

Minister of Posts. and raphis: Ahmad Khan Atahegt 
(Mushir-i-A’azam). 

inister of Public Works: Mehdi Kuli Khan Hidayat (Muleber-es 

Sultanch) 


Until the arrival of Taki Zadeh, Davood Khan Mefah will continue in hi 
present position of Acting Minister for Foreign Affair 

2. L have the lionour to give herennder details of each of the above, confining 
myself principally to the Minister's present reputation and recent history, and 
omitting such details as may have already been reported to your Department 

3, “His Highness Mirza Hassan Mustaufi's reputation for. int and 
impartiality is as great as it ever was. His personal popularity has 
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high place among the Deputies elected for Tehran. He has occupied his present post 
in 1915 and 1915 and in 1923; since the fall of the last-named Cabinet in June 1923 
hhe has not held office. “His reputation as a game-shot and landowner who only takes 
office when his country needs him is already well known to the Foreign Olfice. I have 
lieard on reliable authority. that he delayed for a long time his acceptance of the 

tation of His Imperial Majesty the Shah to form a new Administration, And 
during the preliminary negotiations for the selection of the members of his Cabinet 
he almost withdrew his acceptance when he found that his views concerning desirable 
members ran counter to those held by Seyyid Hassan Mudarris, I fear that. his 
reputation for slowness and lack of energy i8 not unjustified 

4. Taki Zadeh’s reputation for zeal in the Nationalist cause remains, and has 
gained for him a place among the Deputies for Tehran. His prolonged periods of 
residence nbroad, however, have, I believe, somewhat aofioned iis formes xenophobia, 

stand that his marriage with a German wife has had a effect. He 
selected a few months ago to act as Commissioner for Persia at the Philadelphia 
hibition, and he accepted his present office by telegram from Berlin while on his 

y to that exhibition. Davood Khan Meftah needs no intratuc 

Mirza Hassan Khan Vossuk, G.C.B., has been back in Persia only some five 
months, his departure having appreciably. preceded. the denunc of the Anglo 
Persian Agreement. His last offige was that of Prime Minister from August 118 

uly 1920. His personal popularity and prestige are still remarkable, sand few 
nake any secret of thle pinion thay bis Plighness vil be the nest. Prine 
at predict that this will happet very soon: 
ix Highness Mirza Mohammed Ali Khan Faruki, the former Prime 
Minister, now adds the Ministry of War to the list of high governmental posts which 
hie has enjoyed, His undoubted intelligence and his litera mp 
pprehien, not likely to outweigh his defects of character, among which absenc 
force of character and lack of energy are prominent—defects which in the present 
state of military administration are particularly to be deprecated. 

7. As for the Ministry of Justice, Mansur-es:Sultaneh is a permanent official 
of that Ministry, who similarly acted in. the absence of a Minister in Seyyid 
Zia-ed-Din's Cabinet from March to June 1921, Ib is not to be anticipated that he 
will do anything remarkable; the post of Minister may, it is said, be given finally to 
Prince Firuz Mirza, Nustat-ed-Dowleh. 

8 Mirza Ahmed Khan Bader, ously Known ay Nasined Dovvleh, 
previously acted as Minister of Education in his Highness Vossuk-ed-Dowleh's 
Cabinet of August 1918, and was then responsible for @ great many salutary reforms 
in that Ministry: i Tact, the present form and policy of the Minisury sill main to 

great extent as they were shaped by him, He is a sincere supporter of his Highness 
Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, to whom he is related 

9. Mirza Ahmed Khan Atabegi, son of the late Atabey-i-A’azam, held the 
office of Minister of Public Works in Mustanfi-ul-Mamalik's Cabinet in 1916, and in 
Sipahi Salar’s in 1916, He was also Master of the Ceremonies in 1015, and. is a 
pleasant and agreeable person without great force of character, During the negotia 
tions which preceded the formation of the present Cabinet he was the go-between for 
Mudarris in his conversations with the present Prime Minister. Im populay 
reputation his chief characteristic is that he is a devoted partisan of Seyyid Hassan 
Mudarris 

10, Mehidi Kuli Khan Hidayat, formerly Mukber-es-Sultaneh, had the post of 
Minister of Public Works in  Mustanficul-Mamalik’s Cabinet in 1928, Tis 
reputation as a pro-German during the war, and the difficulties which T sometimes 
experienced with him during his last tenure of office in 1928, are already well/known 

T consider him to be @ oy 


T have, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE 
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| E 4816/1293 /34) No. 18, 


‘Sir P. Loraine to Sir Austen Chamberlain {Received July 19.) 


(Ne 301.) 

Bir, e Gulhek, June 25, 1926. 
IN iy despateh No, 251 of the 25th May [ had the honour to review the rela 
which have during the last three and a half years existed between His Majesty 
Legation and the Ameri sion, and to express the view that the 
mission in general, anid spaugh in particular, had Is conquered their 

suspicions of British policy. and come to realise that we atid they are, in fact 
Working with the common purpose of rendering Persia stable fependent and 
progressive, My conclusions in this respect have since been confirmed by a 
conversition which the counsellor of His Majesty's Legation recently held with 
De. Millspaugh, ich the latter departed for a moment from his habitual 
attitude of almost sullen reserve and gave expression to views which, though in 
soine respects tentative and imprecise, are yet so illusttative of the change which 
has come tipon him that they merit, I think, to be placed on record 

2. ‘The conversation. had turned on certain technical difficulties out of 
the collection, from British subjects of the several taxes due by them under the law 
for the abolition of the road tolls, Dr. Millspaugh expressed the hope that we should 
always consult: him informally amd beforehand in regard. to. questions. where, our 
ideas of treaty rights and his ideas of Persia e likely to conflict, He was 
‘anxious, invall such cases, to co-operate in seekin colition without raising 
points of prine Ido not wish,’” he said, “to liave differences with you 
people,” y 

i ‘The Administrator-General then referred to the difficul od 
foreign capital into Persia, Mr, Nicolson hud mentioned ton the gilt te rahe 
of certain, Parsee merchants, who, partly for sentimental and partly for business 
reasons, were desirous of investing some eapitul in Persia: he informed 
Dr, Millspaugh of the warnings which we hud telt obliged to give these gentlemen. 
‘us to the obstruction, and delays which they would be likely to meot withs he asked 
whether he might assure them that they could count at least on the sympathy, and 
support of the American Mission. After giving an assurance that this support 
Would be forthcoming, Dr. Millspaugh embarked upion a somewhat bitter attack on 
the existing Concessions Law, under whieh every concession has to he accorded by 
““Until,’” he said, “this Iw is altered in such a way as to give the 
Goyernnient some latitude to grant concessions, 1 see no prospect of sound foreign 
capital ever reaching this country. No American group would have the patience to 
Hang about lobbying one handred Deputies for months on end; the Sinclair business 
hown this, Your people, who are on the spat and have established interects 
sition. But American capital is very nervous of Persia, Ido not 
wish you to think that Lam opposed to British capital entering this country. ‘There 
ix a great deal to be done; T wish we could get ahead” T have thought Yt best te 
srive tho exact sense of Dr, Millspangh's words as reported to me by Mr, Nicoleon. 
for although he did not specifically mention the idea of Anglo-American co-opent, 
tion, yet the implication can surely be drawn from his remarks that he wuld rot te 
opposed to some such junction of forces, You will, T feel sure. rwosive with 
satisfaction this evidence of Dr, Millspaugh’s further evolution and of the confidence 
‘ind goodwill which now animate him in our regard cna 
A copy of this despatch has » the Foreign Secretary to the 
Government of India, and to His Majesty’ ’ marae ee 

Thave, &e, 
PERCY LORAINE 
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(E 4323/4323/34) No. 19, 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received duly 19.) 


(No. 309.) 
Sir, Gullek, July 2, 1926. 
THAVE the hionour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch from His 
Majesty's cousul at Shiraz, enclosing a review of conditions and events in Ki 
during 1025 and to the end of March 1926. 
2 Mr, Chick’s report is interesting and able, and 1 have thanked him for it 
Thave, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON: 


Enelosure 1 in No, 14 


Consul Chivh to Sir P, Loraine 
(No. 41, Confidential) 
Su Shiraz, June 9, 1926, 
THE Political Resident having requested me to supply a narrative of events 
in Fars fur inclusion in. is: annual confidential administration report. of the 
Residency, I have thought it desirable to put togethen a detailed review of conditions: 
and events in this province since the beginning, of 1925, for record in) the archives 
Of the consulate, in the sequence of sitnilan materia historiea submitted to. His 
Majesty's Legation in my despatches Nos. 8 of the 8tst January, 1922; 41 of th 
22nd May, 1923; and 28 of the 15th Mareh, 1924. 
2 I now have the honour to forward this review which, after haying. been 
un in Marchi, has unfortunately not Leen completed until this week owing to the 
call of the daily work of this post, 
3. A copy has been forwarded to the Political Resident 
T have, & 
1, G. CHICK 


wlosure 2 in No, 19, 
Revivw of Conditions and Events in Pars during 1925 to end of March 1926. 


Order and Security. 

ppearance of several lawless bandits has given confidence in the d 
they formerly troubled. Tn January 1925 Ismail Milrinjani was killed in an affray 
outside Kazerun, In April Fuziullah (Fazu) ted al Kazerin, brought to 
Shiraz, tried by court-martial, and shot by a firing party. Iy May Mir M 
of Humaijan district, who had been’ trapped by a Boir Ahmadi relative, was brought 
in to Shitaz aud hung, In the sime month Khanba Bani Abdullahi, son of the 
Askar Khan, hung in 1911, was lvunted down and Killed by retainers of Kawam in 
Fastern Fars, A youtiger brother of Mir Mazkur, Mir Ghulam, is, however, still 
at the head of a’band, which has attacked and Killed soldiers and robbed local 
varayans in the last six months of the period. 

The son of the late Zaiv Khidhar of Tangistan (Muhammad Ali Khan) was 
arrested by the military, removed to Shiraz on the 18th May, and’ kept in open 
detention there till August. Ror a greater part of the year their associate during 
the war 1915-18, Mirza Muhaminad Khan Burazjani, Ghazanfarus-Saltaneh, was 
also detained at Shiraz, and not allowed to return to Burazjan, Khwajeh Ba 
of Kazerin, who had for years disturbed the town and valley of Kazeran by his 
intrigues and Jawlessness, son-in-law of the even more notorious Nasir Diwan, gave 
difficulties fo the Military Governor of Kazerun in April 1925, was deported and 
‘was still im open detention at Shiraz in the spring of 1926, with numerous cla 
outstanding against him. The military authorities found the presence of Nasir 
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nd roudguards sent to collect their firearm: 
and the subsequent marauding of this band, as far as the main road from Busbin 
made it necessary for a force of tufangchis to be raised to assist the troops in an 
expedition to Dahleh in August. 

But the most serious robbery of the year occurred on the 18th December near 
Kadirabad on the Isfahan road (which had remained unmolested by robbers for some 
two years), when a band of Chahar-rahi, under Kasim Khan, attacked a caravan of 
‘ants and looted some eight chests of opium, necessitating the despatch of 150 cavalry 
to the Chahar-tabi district, By March 1926 Kasim Khan was still at Jarge, and had 
taken to the hills, though his family had been arrested and several clansmen killed. 
‘Vhe new Shah, when receiving the owner of this opium in January, told him that 
tie would both have the chests recovered aud the robber hung, 

Hore it may be noted that the“ Aimnieh” force in Kurs fell off in several ways 
from the it had given in 1928 and 1924. More robberies occurred, 
and compensation was not forthcoming cither for Persian or foreign sufferers 
Colonel Sadie Khan Mu'mini, who, as commandant of all the Amnieh in South 
Persia, transferred his headquarters to Shiraz from Isfahan in the spring and 
remained in control until the end of October, always complained that the Central 
Administration of Amnieh in Tehran had reduvod the budget for the south below 
working level, and hud ordered him to suppross certain posts on the Bushire-Shiraz 
road in order to create posts on branch routes, while local politicians prevented him 
from obtaining compensation from Nasir Diwan and other Kazerunis proved to 
have benefited from robberies. Cortainly the new broom at the head of the Persian 
road-guard service—Amir Lashkar Ahmad Aka Khan, who has tio personal 
acquaintance with the south—has made the south-east (including Yea and Kerman) 

ndependent command, and has failed to obtain the credit necessary for 
sufficiency of guards on the! main Isfahan-Bushite toad, while calling for the 
establishinent of posts on such commercially secondary roads as Bushire-Bandar 
Dilam-Behbehan and Nieiz-Shiraz. Colonel Mu'mini was succeeded in Novembe: 
by Lieut,-Colonel Akbar Mirza Kahrimanpur as commandant in the south and south 
west. ‘The new commandant's poliey of tracking down the actual robbers and making 
them piy the compensation sounds well in theory. but in practice does not appear to 
promise much result. 


Mititary Affairs, 


‘he consolidation of military authority has proceeded effectively and quietly 
Up to the autumn of 1924 the command in Fars had been held by Sartip 
Fozlullah Khan Zabidi, whose personality had made neither for military efficiency 
nor the stiooth working of political affairs. In the words of his brother officers, he 
was Hot a trained soldier, hint an ambitious politician in uni He interested 
himself little in the discipline or organisation of the garrison in Shiraz, wished to 
obtain a, Military Govertor.Generalship of the provisce for himself nitagonised 
the Civilian Governor-Generals, engaged in tortuous intrigue with clerical 
demagogites and other clements in Shiraz and elsewhere, treated all. politics, 
including. the eleetions, from his personal interest, and finally ronde the sleek ices 
small to hold both the Amir Lashkar and himself. 

With the transfer of headquarters of the southern division from Isfahan to 


Shirwz in April, a marked change for the better became noticeable, firstly in the 
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soldierly bearing, discipline and drill of the men, Mab ha Khan 
eid of che pully talby nati Gourteous aud oueilintory. <A devoted adherent 
Of His Majesty Reza Shale seems to wish to take his cue from his Sovereign tn all 
the larger matters of policy, which are in his hands rather than eo the Civili 
Governor-General, He aj)peurs contented with Ins post, and gives little encourage. 
ment 10 the busy-lodies and demagogues of the town, Ie thas his Limitations 1» 
education, niitiny and general, and his manipulation of army funds is probably i 
the old style, for rank and file as well as oficers are not paid regularly, and the former 
badly clothed, In Santip Prince Muhammad Hussein Mirai, K-U-V.O., 0 son of 
Farman Farma, he has a capable and talented Chief of Divisional Stafl, trained in 
Europe, ‘The ‘Sartip professes to dislike provincial and other polit k 
disciplinarin he is more feared than his superior, and hy has a gift for organisations 
iie is the guiding spirit pal improvements in Shiraz, as he was at Isfahan. 

somewhat remarkable method, which he lays down 


direction.) 


Morements of Troops. 
‘Phe maximunt strength main 


Cavalry 
Artillery 
Machine gumners 1,020 
88 
hil 
j 37 


Outlying posts (Abadeh, Kazerun, Dashti, Jahrum, Niriz) 


Cavalry ... i oe 
Infantry . «BT 


¢ twelve mountain and field zuns and thirteen machine guns. 

Git debra 125. Wah Ue concenuration in Kliizistan il wot 
dispersed, there were as few as 473. men in Bars, pin the 20Uh ercoty ae ui 
tronps swith three guns on their way: ack from Khuzistin are diverted to Bnsbti 

id Tangistan, to quell the I strife between the village headen of tha 
ge district, and retained the aust, when they were withdrawn without 
havin effected any real improvement inaijrs or disurined the bribesinen, 

Betvieen the 19th March and the 10th April over 420 cavalry tnd OS) infuntiy 
arvived! at Shiraz in connection with the establishment, there of divisional head: 
quarters, which were j wy the offiser commanicting on the 20th Apa 
After the Arab. rising h he left again for Khuzistan on the 

1h August and returned on the Sth November, In June 1925 sone 10 tons. of 
material for a military wireless station were brought from Teliran, but the remaininy 

tons required before the installation ean be used Tad not arrived by the spring o 

8; in Nepteinber it was suid that the wireless was ty bo transferved to Ichugistan 
The motor vonsoy, svhich brought this material to Shir returned! to Tehran with 
weroplane timber, engines, &e, Building was begun at Bagh-i-Talsht under 
the divection of a pro-Bolshe sent specially trom ‘Vel 
Mareh. 

Some 140 men wei 
in September, 310 wore sent to Kennan av the end of 
with two guns were despatched into the Cha ri e 7 
Peace wny ih ie 4: uneompleted in March 1926, Early in January 
1926 some 400 infantry and 270 cavalry, artillery aud inachine gunners were detailed 
ly special order from the Shali for service in South Luristan against the recalcitrant 
Tress nerotne nuajor military movements ofthe period, In November the Chit 
of the Divisional Stafl, Sartip Prince Muhammad Hussein Mirza, who had been 
sbsert inv Dashtistan from the Sth to the 18th May, and from the 22nd May to the 

o4 


nsferred to Behbehan in June, some 250 1 
at the end of that month, and 150 cavalry: 
rict on the 24th December, 
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fil Junie in Veliran, lett with three other officers to attend the manwuvres in India, 
whence they returned on the 26th December, greatly pleased at the reception given 
them in India and with plans for improving the kit and condition of the Southern 
Division, which, through no fault of theirs, hardly appear likely to materi 


Disarmament 


Stronger military position and control, two steps of the first magnitude 
were taken by the Amir Lashkar, 

dn May began the disarmament of the Kashgai and Khamseh clansmen, as well 
of villagers in the district of Shiraz, On the sd and 5th July the Amir Lashkar 
issued notices to the people of the southern provinces generally, and to owners of 
village property in particular, giving twenty-five days’ grace for all arms to be 
urrendered under heavy penalties for weapons discovered subsequently by informers, 
‘The military authorities have not been communicative about the number of fire-arms 
surrendered; in September 1925 the chief of the Divisional Staff gave the figures 
48 3,200 by the Kashgai, 4,000 by the Khamseh, 1,200 in the district round Shir 
In is certain, however, that the collection slackened from the autumn on, and that 
the southern districts and some of the Kashgai and Khamsehi clans, as well as smaller 
outlying tribes, have not yet been called on to surrender their arms, &.J., 
and Dashiti, whither the Amir Lashkar had intended to send as a disarming force the 
troops diverted to Luristan in January 1926, Naturally, « large proportion of the 
weapons surrendered by tribesmen and villagers are of the older and obsolete type: 
newer patterns being hidden, But it is a remarkable phenomenon of the times 
that, except for one isolated case near Kazerun, troops have not been attacked when 
on disiurmament duty, and that the measure asa whole has been carried out without 
tho despatch of troops to districts at all, for British military and political opinion 
had looked upon disarmament of Fars as an operation of extreme ditlioulty if under 
taken under British control. As a rule, the overlord of the tribe or d 
out his representative, accompanied in some cases by’ two or three soldier e 
the rifles; only in the caso of the Kashgai was senior military ollicer posted 
nominally to assist the Ukhani, with some thirty men at first, ‘The villagers round 
Shiraz appear well content with the disappearance of weapons, and to an old 
inhabitant of Fars it is strange to travel for many miles, whether on main roads or 
across country, without seeing a single armed man. ‘The only and reasonable 
complaints by the villagers are that wild boars do great daiage to crops, and that 
distrmed districts are at a disadvantage when they have neightours still armed and 
Anxious to pay off old scores, ¢.g., from Parudkhianeh several murderous attacks have 
been made on villagers of Zira and Shabankareh. ‘The result of the prohibition of 
the possession of fire-arms hy the inhabitants of Shiraz is unknown, ‘The Divisional 
Staff have issued a number of permits gratis to linesmen of the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department and to British residents, 


Kashyai Affairs 


On or about the 7th August, with the approval of the Prime Minister Com 
inander-in-chief, Military: Governorship of the Kashgai tribes was created, and 
thus ended presumably the line of ten Ikhanis of the Shahily clan, who had held 
practicully independent and uncontrolled powers in the “Turk ” tribes for the past 
150 years. Ismail Khan Kashgai (known under his former title as Soulet-ed- 
Dowleh), though Deputy for Jahrum in the Majlis, had remained a virtual hostage 
in Tehran since the summer of 1924, and, moreover, had played his cards so badly 
in the capital that he had become discredited generally, and an object of suspicion 
to the Prime Minister (now Shah), His eldest son, Muhammad Nasir Khan, nominal 
Ukhani since September 1920, was ordered to reside in Shiraz, and in March 1926 
Was still detained there; his mother and younger brothers were, however, permitted 
‘at the end of November to live on their estates in Qir and Karzin district, 

Alunad Khan Kashgai (better known as Serdar Thtisham), the half-brother and 
tiyal for the past twenty years of Ismail Khan, returned from Tehran in June 1925 
with instructions for the Governor-General and general officer commanding that he 
was to be assisted in talking over his extensive properties in Fars, seized in 1920 by 
Ismail Khan and withheld ever since, his restitution is understood to have been 
ordered hy the Prime Minister (now Shah); but chiefly through his own indecision of 
character and miserliness, Ahmad Khan had not asserted control over the major part 
of his estates by March 1936. 
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4 E K j emoval of 
he attitude of the -Kashgai trilesmen towards this and the removal 

audmingstrative control from Temail Khan family ie one of eaution: most of them 

re unvvilling to commnit themselves too far in welcoming the new order of affairs for 

fear lest Ismail Khan should subsequently be allowed to return to rule them; and, 

Knowing his revengeful uatare, they still fear reprisals, The mete permission, 

conceded to him by, the Shah, to visit Shiraz at the end of January and return belore 

the coronation to Tehran has sufficed to unsettle the tribal outlook regarding the 
stability of the new régime. ‘ 

‘The Finance Danaea at once ayailed themselves of the Gee afforded 

post three revenue 3 Khan and his son 


se of tillage 
the nomads 


light sum. 


Problems still remaining Jor pacification of province, 

In their cumulative effect the three factors: mentioned above—extension of 
military control, disarmament and creation of a military governorship of the 
k have made fora quieter province, and greater tranquillity than has been 
experienced for several generations: As a practical illustration, the figures of 
insulators destroyed on the section of the lines of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department between Dehbid and Bushire may. be quoted 

Eleven months, March 1925 to January 1926 


(188 of which in May and June, during the presence of Khamseh nomads near 
Dehbid.), 


295 insulators 


STN 4 00, tnsulators 
Krans. 

n the year ended January 81, 1923 51,822 

‘av ended January 31) 19238. 30,771 

$1928. 26,805. 


nay be added that the necessity for taking aetion to reduce the amount of 
dam anne ined to be it id ow the general officer commanding and other 
i jn a round-table conference in February 1925 with the British repre 
sentatives in Pars. : 3 
There sliould be no misconception however, regatding the extent ofthe 
futhority of the Government andl penetration of the military in this Targe an 
nighted province; great tracts on the west from the Kuhsi-Pa-dina, along the 
Kubgilu borders, through Mamasanni, to the Mahur-i-Milati, haye hardly. seen a 
soldier of the new army, and are still run by their tribal chiefs and Kadkhudas in 
the old fashion. Similarly, the Fars-Yazd and Fars-Kerman marches, and the 
country round Abedas-Tashk, down through Sab’eh, to the vicinity of Bundar 
Abbas’ And a greater problem still, because the country is more difficult of access, 
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the tribesmen better armed and fiercs s 
5 a iercer, is iw region of the Shib-kuh and the binte 
land of the coast for some two hundred miles, as far as Tangistan. 


Provincial Administration 


Krom the 22nd August, 1924, the Goyernor-G i 
A A ‘1924, the Governor-General of Fars was Mirza Mehdi 
Khan Dadwar (Wuthuk-es'Sultaneh), till the 22ud April, 1925, when he left on 
tansley to Kerman, and was suceeded hy Haji Mehdi Klan Nasir Isiandi 
(Haji Nasin-es-Sultaneh), who arrived in Shiraz on the ath April, 1925, and is still 
Princes of the first rank and jowerful statesmen to occupy the 

: a eneral, and keep up some state and reserve of deportment 
ered in 1922 with His Imperial Highiess Prince Nusvat-evSultaneh. Now that 
the salary has been reduced to some 400 tomanis pen mensem, aud opportunities of 
making money by gifts of subordinate appointments are few, the Governor-Gene 
have to live in modest style, and may be seen driving in hired “Fords” Such 
functionaries are now drawn from the bureaucratic class and from families wh) 
have little or no private means, 

Mirza Mehdi Khan Dadwar left apparently no enemies in Shiraz (except the 
Soviet cousul); he was tactful, and calm and worked well with the military 


command; he was particularly friendly tov 
5 arly friendly towards British interests. Haji 
Sultaneh owed his appointment largely. ‘ 


to the then powerful Deputy } 
past political career had heen compromised, aid guarked by castes 
of 4 Nuri mother, he ix saddled with the incubus of the many members 
family in Shiraz, and in Europe his subordinate appointments would be oo 
tainted by nepotism, But he has brains, has had considerable experience in the 
Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, is a hard worker at bis desk, keeps 
dlomayogues at a distance, and allows no breuch ts arise between the General Office 
Commanding and himself, while, not only does he profess to have repented of hic 
formor personal polities ad to see the advantaye of co-operation Ixtwy sia and 
Great Britany, ut ho ts given valuable as rit 
Subjects. Improvement in methods of Persian Goverment business in this province 
is probably due in part to the closer co-operation Rt ee rotates 
and this ls beon increased hy the formation early in 1926 of a weekly gathering to 
Ses proces inane of d : a 
expectedly, the Persi reopened the Kargi e of Fi 
‘arel/1085) atta IU na Gen] elated fonneurly three ears an tecies epeaee a 
een transacted hy the  Koreign Section "> of the Governor-General’ office. The 
now karguaar, Mirza Ali Riza Khan Sa’idi Ansari (formorly Mijallales-Sultanel) 
has amiable qualities, hut lacks drive and deciston in settling cises. In fact, if 
prompt action or setflement is required, or the parties concerned are persons of 
Influerice, the consulate treats directly with th Governor-General and other heads of 
departnients by correspondence disguised as “demi-ofticial,’ but official for all 
intents and purposes. eee 
Finance Department, 


ne dtgy ll be impossible for somo time yet to tain the fa ig 
collected in Kars during the whole year, the 21st March, 1 1 20th Mare 
1p26, but the Provinclal Dirovtor of Finance has kindly forwrded the heures ky 
hine months, as compared with those for a like period in the previous year. | 

the ninth quarterly report of the United States advisors : 


of the taxes 


Direot taxes (Land-tas) 
State domains (Khalisel) 
Opium excis 

obaceo excise 

Alcohdl 

Other indirect taxes 
Getroi (Naat! 

Road tolls 


Tt will be observed that every item shows a cons se in the current 
year, and tliat, in particular, the land tax has yielded ntarly 25 per cent, more 


a7 


further increase may be expected from the disappearance of the Kashgai hereditary 
ulluence. 

that the heavier taxation is bearing hardly’ 

The subordinate tax 


purposely 
profit to cultivator or trader, 

arther comments on the effect of new taxation are giyen below under the 
heading “ Economic Situation.” 


Posts and Telegraph 


In May 1925 the ps ice between Shiraz and Istahan (carriage of mails 
‘and passengers by waggons, horse-drawn) broke down completely, ‘The high cost 
and dearth of forage and irregular payment of accounts by the Administration 
ruined the who committed suicide, After several months of temporary 
luring of Bord cars to take the mails, the Central Administration in Tehran, in 
Ovtolier 1925, called for tenders for a contract, which was finally given to a group 
in Isfahan, one Indian proprietor making an unsuccessful tender, The rates aro 
tndlerstood to be a monthly subsidy of 2,000 tomans, paid by the Administration, for 
four jyosts weekly each Way, maximum weight, 100 mans, or 650 Ib, delivery in 
sinty-tive hours, with deductions for lateness; 60 tomans per 100 mans for extra 

idlings, aud excess to be paid above 100 mans’ weight at the rate of 3} conts of a 
Kran per man to Isfahan, 5 cents from Istahan to Shiraz, Four light Dodgo lorries 
with svited sides were imported by the contractors, and the winter being excep- 
tionally mild, no interruption of this motor service occurred from snow or floods 
Asa result, the mails now reach Shiraz from ‘Tehran in seven or eight days, Signs 
ive, however, ot wanting that wear of the vehicles from the surface-condition of the 
roads, and: the eat ‘and incompetence of the drivers, will leave the con- 
tractors with little margin, if not a loss, 

On the Bushire road the, former contractor, Ali Ashgar Khan Dawani 
Qusidbashi, was reemployed, with the excellent result that the mails, carried by 
relays of mules at four points on the 190 miles, now reach Shiraz, in three and a halt 
(lays! marching time, and regularity has been well maintained throughout the winter 
to the eredit of Ali Ashgar Khan,” The Provincial Director of Posts, Haidar Khan 
Baralmani, is a meritorious and careful official, and the paucity of the provincial 
iudget alone stops him from improving further and extending postal communica 
tions, he has the impression that tle Postal Administration is still suffering from its 
conflict with Dr. Millspangh 

Until a large sim be expended on thie road from Shiraz to Bushire for realigh- 
iment and regrading, a motor mail contract would be costly, and almost certainly 
iiable to interruptions in winter, and a mistake to institute at present, But, of his 
‘own initiative, gar Khan has arranged to buy a lorry for the transit on tho 
Bush ion, When motor transport for mails is adopted for the whole 
distance between Bushire and Shiraz, a s effort is desirable to constrain the 
Persian Government to alter their present parcel-post system, so that parcels will be 
automatically brought from the sea-port to the centre of the province of destination 
(Shiraz, Isfahan, Tehran, &c.) for payment of the customs dues, &e., instead of lying: 
in poste restante avyaiting instructions from addressees for months. Further foreign 
postage on parcels should be arranged to cover inland rates, as in other countries 

Another defect of the postal service in the south arises at times through the 
supply of stamps becoming exhausted, when the Persian post office claims to cancel 
letters for foreign postage by a rubber stamp bearing in the Persian language the 
swords, *Taxe pengue,””” Instances of addresses in foreign countries having to pay 
Tor the abseiice of postage stamps, doubtless owing to the Oriental script of the rubber 
stamp being unreadable, seem to call for action at the nest international postal con: 
vention to remedy this abuse by the provision of bilingual rubber stamps. 

‘As regards the telegraphs, damage to the lines showed a marked diminution 
(vide the figures regarding insulators under the heading * Security”), and, as fav 
AS the Indo European Telegraph Department is concerned, there were fewer incidents 
with the military through forcible occupation of the rest-rooms. ‘The building in 
Shiraz town nest to the Persian Telegraph Office, which had been in the care and 
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oesnpel oe of the department since the line was constructed, was handed back to the 
ersten Boye ment early in 1926, but has not been occupied by the Postal Depart. 
ment as wis intended, owing to the ati of the Persian Telegraph Superintendent 
Local newspapers and politicians from time to time urge that branch 
spaper i “time to ge that branch telegraph lines 
should He ponstagted, from Shiraz to Pasa, Darab.and Lar and other: agai and 
menage by Hee rea MEY direct. Mention has already been made under 
i ig Military” that wireless material for the army ha vue 
Shiraz in the summer of 1925 Sea 


Rowds and Communications 


Though credits of 14,000, 22,000 and 17,000 tomans liad beer 
‘ 00, and 17,000 tomans had been allowed the 
branels in Fars of the Publi Works Department in the thee edie maiee Mirek 
1926, very litle ean be shown for it on the Bushire and Isfahiad roads. Peculation 
and misappropriation wag. practised from the local Persian superintendent of the 
department downwards, ‘The exceptionally heayy rains and snowfall ofthe winter of 
1924-25 considerably damaged the surface of the motor-track. However, since 
Signor Argenti, the Italian engineer, has been in charge, there has been better aud 
more substantial work done, ‘The causeway over the Qataagach River at Zinian 
was restored and strengthened (only to have one arch brought down again by the 
flood water of March 1926) ; the precipitous descent of the Rudak Kutal has been 
Givel A parapet, and some 8 miles of the former railway embankment ‘across the 
Mashileh marsh between Chughadak and Bushire have been remade, Owing t 
typically Persian intrigue among the staff of tle Public Works office in Shiraz, Signor 
Argenti was, however, suspended trom February to April 1926, From February 
1926 no further funds seem to have been supplied from Tehran, and work on the 
roads has practically been at a standstill i me 

Motor tratfic between: Bushiro and Sita veinajns restricted, though inereasing 
In the your 1124-25, 135 cars (including military velicles) left for Bushite aud inter 
mediate places; 112 cars arrived ftom Bushire In the eleven months ended. tlie 
20th Kebruary, 1026, B87 cars lel for Busliire and intermediate places, 875. cats 
iintived fromthe Bushire direction. A British contractor from ‘Tehran made the 
journey with heayy lorries for the transport of military stores, but declared that te 
would not faco the risks of the Kutaly.a second time with heavy vehicles, Comercial 
transport by lorny ig, indeed, not practicable, Some four or five vehicles ave kno 
to have baw ost ver the Kula eee 

he suppression of road-tolls and substitution of a far heavier charge on impo 
fal exportacat ti, potta and Gronbare=a niearivs’paveei ty tue aerate aiatoet 
126-—is expected to result ia large sum being vet {ree for the roads it Bars, and it 
Will remain to be seen whether these suis are wasted on the present patchwork 
methods ot employed tinder skilled emcee pinata 
u rend of years 
there be no real improvement to record regarding the Bushite-Shiraz ro 

Gide id RAFI eel neat Shearradii fi lat ete cigutin ot oan exeeteret 
of the secondary roads converging on Shiraz, Without outside assistance and little 
dlficial intervention, traders and landowners on the Shitaz-Tstahbanat, Tstaltbanat. 
Fasa-Darab, Shirw,-Kawar-Khafteahram tracks managed to make them passable 
for motor-cars by the use of village labour. In resporise to au agitation by’ traders 
in Lar, Signor Argenti was sent to make a survey early in March 1926, and hi 
selected the route from Lar, passing a few farsakhs ftom Darab, and join 
Fasa-Shiriz road at Daiilatabad, in Shishdeh (Fasa), at an estimated cost of 
4,000 tomans, to be paid half by the Lari people, inpreference to an aligninent fron 
Var to dahrum, which was estimated at/13,000, tomans. Communieation between 
Shiraz and Tau by car is expected to be open by September 1926, but its maintenance 
{vill depend upon repaits being done to the section hetween Khir and Kharanich ‘The 
Shiraz-Niviz route, made ynder the South Persia Rifles régime, is still in frequent 
use by eats, but from Niriz,to Karinan there his been no traffic for the past eighteen 
nionths or more, owing to landslides and other trouble on the Niriz i 
The quickening of communications from the outlying districts to Shiraz makes for 
Ue bettan government of the province 6 ; eee 


1 supervision on a scheme extending over 


msfer of the divisional headquarters from Isfahan in thy 
ans ¢ spri 
brought to Shiraz an enthusiastic town planner in the Chet of Divisional Stall, For 


Shiraz, striking changes are being made in consequence. Houses haye heen pulled 
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down right and left (by force majeure and with little or no compensation paid, it is 
true) ; also, all the galleries crossing or overhanging streets in order to permit the 
widening of several streets sufficiently for carriages and cars to penetrate into the 
tentre of the town from several points. Roads haye been paved, part of the palace 
Garden has been sold and its walls pulled down. ‘The main avente hns been laid ont 
in boulevard fashion and a 1 numberof electric lights installed, Scavenging 
improved considerably. But in February, with the passing of the lw for the abolition 
of * Nawaqil” (octroi), the municipality lost its only real souree of revenue, and, 
owing to typical misinanagement by the Central Administration of Finance, no, funds 
have been supplied for some three months out of the proceeds of the new tax, so that 
oven scavenging and lighting ceased 


Police, 

Under Lientenant-Colonel n Sharif, a tactful and friendly 
personality, educated in Enrope, the small force in Shiraz town—ahout 165 men and 
Liventy-two officers—is still hampered by difficulties. ‘The military: provost-amarshal 
swith his soldiers has appropriated many of the functions of the eivil authority. In 
order to know what Persian suspects might be in Shiraz, the provincial authoritie 
in May 1925 ordered that every Persian subject leaving the town should previous 
abtain a permit {rom the police station, to be shown to the police agents on duty. at 
Special posts on the roads outside the town, This measiire Was extended to, provide 
a check on. possible Bolshevik agitators and applied to Europeans. ‘To save 
‘nnoyanee to British subjects while the principle of ‘Keir immunity trom such restric 
tions and measures Was maintained, an arrangement was effected by which Europeans 
were merely asked to write their names and addresses in Shiraz on forms handed to 
them at the posts, and nothing was required of known resident foreign subj 

Tn May 1925 the Governor-General called for names of foreigm subjects resi 
or temporarily staying in Shiraz to be communicated, ‘The British and: Brench 
‘consular representatives complied, the Soviet Russian agent did not 

‘A case of soine importatice 8 a precedent arose in May when a motor lorry, 
owned by a British . but driven by a Pt Knocked down a Sayyid, who 
subsequently died. The prosecutor ordered the police to attach the lon 
find the relatives of the deceased claimed it-as blood compensation under the religions 
law. For eighteen days is was not released from attachment owing to failure of the 
Karguzar to press the matter, though he was informed that in a somewhat similar 
(ase in Tehran the driver (a British subject), and not the Persian owner, had been 
field responsible for compensation, Subsequently a claim for 96 tomans on account 
of the detention was preferred against the provincial authorities, but still remains 
unpaid 


Education 

Though the budget has been increased, the arrangements are said to be far 
behind those of other large towns in Persia, ‘There are too many schools, and many: 
teachers are insufficiently qualified to teach, so that the newspapers continue to 
represent the state of education as deplorable 

Until the end of duly 1925 an enlightened and energetic official, Mirza 
Habibullah Khan Amuzgar, was in cha He was then succeeded by Mirza 
Muhammad Ali Khan Bamdad, in, Tehran, who had come in 
the train of the Governor-General to His period of direction lasted only: 
to February 1928, when he was sneceeded by Sayyid Muhammad Sayehi (Sultan-el- 

viwho had been director in Fars during 1922-23, and Inter a Deputy in the 

Majlis for Shiraz. M, Bamdad set up a literary society, where nor of papers 
were read during the yea 


Tustice 7 

Tf there has been a remarkable improvement in the security of the south durin, 
the past two years, it is impossible to discern any sign of a better administration of 
justice, Probably it is not incorrect to say that the judicial and legal system is more 
Helpless and scandalous than it was when there were only courts of the greater 
Mujtahids and the rough and ready methods of the Governor-Generals,, twenty 
years ago. ‘The amount of chicanery and deliberate fraud, which now prevails 
unpunished, is inconceivable, 





With the rising dominance of the army and military commanders another 
sinister feature threatens to make matters worse, From privates upwards the soldiers 
are not made amenable to civil justice. Unless the military command voluntarily 
punishes a soldier Yor an offence against a civilian, no redress is possible; and the 
military command is chary of allowing confrontation of accused and accuser, or a 
regular trial. Officers lease houses and do not pay rents or debts; they take b 
intimidation or as bribes considerable sums fron: districts and villages where they 
are sent on missions or quartered. Privates are not paid full pay, while embezzling 
of the public funds goes on among the higher officers, through whose hands the 
spending on supplies-passes, Farther, civilians are arrested right and lett by. the 

litary and kept in confinement or under detention, without trial, for unlimited 
periods under the cloak of ® martial law,” which is still maintained in name in this 
province and town, Nothing transpires of the sums paid by prisoners for their 
release, but it is doubtful whether any Government fund benefits. ‘The * Adi 
or Court of Justice of Fars, is condenined on all hands, even by the highest officials 
like ‘the Governor-General and Amir Lashkar, for its corfuption and chaotic, 
interminable methods, so that suitors are well-a 


individuals, some of them coniect came to light, and eds 
of papers purporting to convey I rcooteualMORMoR TS oN nEESe 
; were given a short term of imprisonment, but owing to the religious law, on 
which the existing practice of the" Adlich ” is hase, requiring that eriminals must 
confess their crimes before sentence ean be given, the principal accused are still 
unsentenced but confined, because, despite methods of mild torture, they will not 
admit their guilt, No Government michinery for registering the title to landed 
property has yet been ereated. Non-Moslem foreigners are not allowed to le the 
guardians of Moslem toreign subjects, Bogus clainis and the wiles of det 
ire not guarded against by the sum claimed being brought into cmurt 
and expenses being awarded for groundless claiins, rand is more seandalously 
rife perhaps anioug the people of position and turbaned folk than among, the lower 
classes; yet the existing system would stand convicted—if on no other grounds 
by the fact that no middle-class or well-to-do citizen or cleric is ever prosecuted by 
the authorities, howover well known his fraud nay have become to the fatter, Ther 
is no initiative by the authorities in tracking down and having punished hy the court 
crimes ‘or misdemeanours, though such cises come daily to the publi 
Sommereial contracts a n aia 
liable re not, and 


re broken and ignored, nnd debtors abscond; the parties 


brought to bool this reason i 
‘ 4 reason investment of foreign 
eapital by companies ov merchants ought not to be allowed by the foreign Govern: 


mienits concorned, and eredit should be strictly limited, Another grave defect of the 
Persian legal system, as seen in this province, is th: inability to she the Government 
through the provinoial department concerned for any loss. occasioned. or te 
extraction of any sum not according to the sanction of the Majlis, or wrong done by 
its agents, and to obtain damages on proof in court : oe 
The consulate at Shiraz has heen brought up against the sys 
dosoribed above in cases where large properties have been made ay hh 
individuals, who in Europe would he serving long-term sentences for criminal fraud: 
and, even whore a monetary settlement has been veri out, the many instanees of 
patent fraud revealed have not been taken up hy. the authorities, . Eyen in the 
arguzarate the new, and laborions niethod of recording. the generally Futile coorte 
arguments between the pleaders, who at times appear in that court, have made 
more dificl g arive a dessins Bena 
‘Sooner or Inter no doubt there will be an outery for the abolition of ex 
torsitoral rights and courts. Tt is for couslderailon whether‘. would aot te neon 
‘while, province by: province, to hegin now a file of criminal and civil cases, where, 
from the'standpoint of the laws and procedure of other countries, a scandalous denial 
of justice has occurred in the “ Adlieh,"” so that, when the need does arise, it may 
he possible to convict and shame the Persian Government out of its own mouth. 


Mirza Thrahim Khan Kawam (formerly Kawam-yl-Mulk), 


rom the end of February to the Lith April, 1925, Mirza Tbrahim Khan K. 
a t 1025, han Kaw 
was away in Eastern Fars and in some difficulty owing to the unruly and defiant 


Bi 


attitude of parts of the Khamseh tribes, particularly the Khans of the Baharlu 
This was probably lessened by the death of Khanbaz Khan Bani Abdullahi in May 
But the insubordination was connected with a rumour that the Khamseh tribes were 
to be taken from the hereditary governorship of the Kawami family by the 
Goyernment. Khan was himself greatly exercised during the summer 
over his future and the intentions of the Prime Minister (now His Imperial \ ’ 
the Shah), and his preoccupation was increased when a military Government was 
‘ ‘According to his own statements he offered to lay down 

‘ars whenever the military authorities 

ished existing arrangements 


However, Mirza Ibrahim Khan must haye still been nervous, for in June he 
approached the consulate with the extraordinary proposal that he should make over 
Althis estates to be run by the consulate, or by anyone, British on Persian, appointed 
by the British authorities in Persia, he himself to receive an income from the proceeds 
Of the estates, the balance of the revenue from leases, Ke., to be used for the develop- 

ent of the province. In his idea, he would under such an arrangement bo able to 
leave Shiraz and Fars, knowing that his interests were protected. It took consider: 
able explanation to prove to him that his idea would he quashed by his C 

But his collateral object of obtaining better and expert: development of his estates 
was helped forward by his addressing through His Majesty's Minister an application 
for the services of w trained British estate agent and agriculturalist. ‘The Persian 
Prime Minister (now His Imperial Majesty the Shah), to whom Mirza Thrahim Khan 
communicated his patriotic desire to develop his lands for the general good example 
of Fars, sanctioned the engagement of experts, His Majesty's Government are 
endeavouring to find a suitable person; but it is not easy, and the principle at stake, 
as Mirza Ibrahim Khan realises, is considerable, hecause for the future agricultu 
evelopment of the province much depends on the suceess or failure of the first 
trained Buropean estate agent. 

Tn September 1925 the United States Financial Advisers notified Mirza Thrahini 
chan that the Farman of the extensive properties in Darab, which he had purehased 
{wo years previoitsly through the British Legation, acting as executor for the late 
Prince Muayid-ed-Dowleh, was insufficient title, and called on him to produce better 
documents within one month under pain of attachment of the properties by the State, 
‘Though a respite has been obtained for an indefinite period, this imbroglio has not 
yet been adjusted, One effect it had was to accentuate the procrastination of Mirza 
Torahim Khan in paying some 9,000 tomans to the Oriental Carpet Manufacturers 

imited), in accordance with an agreement signed in April 1926 between himself, 
manager of the company in South Persia and the Karguzar of Fars, and ratified 
isequently by the Ministries for Foreign Affairs and Interior in ‘Tehran, ‘This 
lgreement Was by Way of compromise of a claim for nearly 20,000 tomans on account 
‘of a robbery in 1918 of carpets by Baharlu tribesmen under the jurisdiction of the 
Jate Kawani-ul-Mulk, and the then Minister for Foreign Affairs (Wuthuq-ed-Dowleh) 
sinetioned an arrangement by which Kavvam-ul-Mull should pay the compensation 
nid receive in return certain lands in Darab in the hands of the Baharlu chiefs. 
Mirza Ibrahim Khan adopted the attitude that as the United States advisers wore 
challenging his rights to the other Darab lands, they should, as well as the Persian 
Ministers, endorse the transfer of the lands to him before he paid the money to the 
British company. tated a special visit from Kerman of the managen of 
the company and a month's hard work with all authorities before the case was finally 
sottled in April 1926. 

‘Dhe United States advisers also went so far as to put under nominal attachment 
the winter residence of Mirza Ibrahim Khan, on the ground that before its sale to 
Prince Farman Farma (who sold it in 1919 to Mirza Thrahim Khan Kawam) it was 
mortgaged to the Russian Loan Bank (now Bank-i-Tran) by its owner. 

The position of Mirza Ibrahim Khan, however, underwent a noticeable change 
from the end of November, and left him, at any rate for the present, master of all his 
difficulties. 

‘When the Nationalist Committee at Tabriz launched the movement for the 
deposition of the Kajar dynasty, Mirza Tbrahim Khan put himself at the head of 
the movement in response from Shiraz, and, the deposition effected, worked to lead 
to Tehran a group of Deputies from Fars to the Constituent Assembly, pledged to 
hiominate Reza Shah Pahlavi as Shah, It was only the third occasion on which 
Mirza Tbrahim Khan had yisited Tehran and, difficult though he is in meeting 
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tnonetary cliims, he seems to have spent lavishly in entertainment in the capital in 
honour of the new Shah's accession, with the avowed purpose of attracting attention 
to Fars and rexaining for its representatives the consideration they had lost during 
the past decade, As a result he appears to have won the confidence and approval of 
his new Sovereign (and consequently the deference of the military command in 
Persia) and the gratified satisfaction of his fellow Shirazis, particu 
journalists; and his political position in Fars is at present stronger than ever before 
He has played his cards well, and undoubtedly wishes to have a share in improving 
tho condition of his own province, : 

Logically, however, when the rest of tle country is being brow 
Control of the provincial representatives of the various Ministries in Tehran (War, 
Interior, Finance, Posts, &e.), the replacement of the hereditary Government of the 
Khamsel nomads is an nsatisfactory system, Hitherto, in order to keep his 
influence in the eyes of his fellow-townsmen, and a hold over the villagers of his own 
distant properties, Mirza Thrahim 1 wam has mancenvred to retain these 
Governshipis and jurisdiction; but, if he is wise, he will take the initiative in divesting 
thimself of such ‘positions, which run so contrary to the current of the policy of 
centralisation, 

An interesting feature in the end of 1925 was the attitude of the Soviet consul 
Keneral towards Mirza Ibrahim Khan. At times, M. Walden (who is somewhat like 
the proverbial bull’ in a china-shop), made Kawam the object of Communist 
Propaganda, while manifesting his hostility to the British sympathies of Kawam 
and others in the south 


Soviets Russian Affairs 


are no residents in Shiraz of Russian birth. Sometimes astray Russian 
thotor driver is temporarily here from the worth, and there are half a dozen merchants 
of Cueasinn descent 

From the autumn of 1924 M, Mago Walden (said to have formerly borne the 
name Formof! ”) has been first Soviet consul, then eonsitl-yeneral for South Persia 


Communist ind propagandist of virulent type, tle his pursued & policy all his 
wan differing considerbly trom that of his 1Wo predecessors. Oh May Day’ 19) 
and again on the 7th November, the anniversiry of die Bolshevik re dation, he fad 
some 2,000 and 1,000 people respectively to receptions inthe garden which he uses 
tind the anti-capitalist- speeches at the tifst caused the local authorities to take certain 

the second, andforbid the attendance of Persian olficials, 
her Persian otficials, one after the other, have been in diiliculties 


it nven the quurtols he his picked, lv May and dune the gener 
offices commanding withdrew the Persian militury guitd from the constilar premises 
on account of a fancied insult. to the anny. ‘The Governor-General, Wuthud-es 
Sultaneh complained of M. Walden’s propaanelt sul personal hestlity to heels 
Tis suecessory Haji Mehdi Khan Nasir, ont off ail personal relations with the Soviet 
consulate from November 1925 till the end of Apeil 1926. The karguzar, vom- 
mandant of police and Directors of Finance and Posts Haye been the subject. of 
M, Walden's complaints to, Tehran over petty iucidents, this being his method of 
sserting his position and intimidating ia lotal Partancaiiienbe 
ie! ey OF coups épingles, With three or four of the editors of local news-sheets, 
however, M. Walden huis been constantly bisy, as well as in interviews with politicians 
of the nuyanced type and some persons connected with the tribes of Fars, trying to 
instil an anti-British feeling, fon he is rabidly anti-British. In private conversations 
With Rorsians he loses no opportunity of displaying this hostility. During the period 
of activity by local politicians to sechire support for their candidature to the sixth 
Majlis, he was accused by the authorities of interference and trying to foment a 
disturbance by the disgruntled radicals, He is active in spy work, aud hag attempted 
toitamper with the posta, re eal 
pit the 20th October to the 7th Novenibor ME. Wealden was ay 
to Isfahan, when he uet the new Soviet Minister. From the 29th November to th 
24rd December he paid a visit to Bushire and Etiuasriy me 
have published a libellous account of Anglo-Persian Oil Company affairs at Abadan 
which was vensored by the Persian suthorit : geen 


"ay On a journey 


ermans. 
Count von Schulenberg, the German Minister to Persia, visited Fars at the end 
1928, Tn October 1925 a Baron von und zu Bodman, with his family and 
4 married associate named Mentel, arrived in Shiraz from Germany to do business 
imports from that country, but, with trade so bad, even the German Minister 
thought it unlikely that they would be able to continue the venture. Herr Wassmuss 
lias paid three visits from the Bushire district, where he is engaged in farming, ‘The 
Germans in Shiraz and district now number some sixteen. A German bootmaker has 
been brought ont hy some local merchants to teach the craftsmen 


Miscellancous Incidents of the Period under Report, 


t, from the 18th to 22nd April, 19 Perey Loraine, His 

ter, the first British Envoy to make the journey Sir Arthur 

oduced a useful effect in several’ ways, The provincial 

every courtesy, and Mirza Ibrahim Khan Kawam escorted the 

and his party on their return as Tar as Persepolis, only to be accused! in 
hiraz newspaper of having made a secret treaty there, ‘ 

(b) From the 16 L April a distinguished party of oil-geologists 
mployed hy the Anglo-Persian Oil Company (Limited), headed by Protessor de 
Bockti and Mn Lister James, were in Kurs tor the purpose of investigating 
suspected’ " fanlt” in the hills of the Bayanat district, apparently of some 
importance. They lost two motor ears ont of ten over preeipices on the Bushire 
Shiraz road. 

(@) On the 13th 1926, the caravan accompanying a party of oi 

sts was attacked by armed mon and looted near Warawi in the hinterland of 
shiblah ports 

(d,) At the end of duly Sir Hormusjee Cowasjee Dinshaw (of Aden and Bombay) 

Hors of the Parsee community at Bombay interested! in the 

4, visited Shiraz.on theit way to Tehran. By order 

) loyernment they were paid exceptional consideration by the provincial 

authorities, There has heen a moyenient in the press of Shiray for the enlistment of 

Parsee capital for the develop , and apparently the Persian Govern: 

inent hoped to influence Sir Hormusjee in this direction; bnt, apant from the stressing 

of sentimental ties of a common origin, no definite result bas been noted, Indeed, 

the small and poor Zoroastrian colony at Shiraz professes to he disgusted with their 

rich co-teligionists from India, who expect hospitality on their sight-seuing journeys 
and makelo donations to local fund 

(@) Aiter @ period of restraint in their attitude towards Great Britain the 
ness of Shiraz and the demagogue orators were let loose hy the Persian Prime 
Linister proclaiming ‘eptember, 1925, 08 a national day of mourning for 
tho events at Medina and the alleged destrnc j the tomb of the Prophet (withont 
apparently waiting for the ex ots wortained), All papers wrote in a 
strong anti-British strain of the enemy of Islam, and?accused Great Britain of 
Juving egged on the Wahabi: Amir in order to liumiliate slam. 

(7) The elections to the Constituent Assembly in November, which followed so 
rapidly: on the first open announcement of the Nationalist committees in ‘Tabriz, and 
thier places for the deposition of the Kajar dynasty, were controlled hy the military 
command; but, handled by Mirza thrahim Khan Kawam, resulted in representatiy 
and on the whole conservative Deputies heing sent to.Tehiran on the 20th Noverbe 
The celebrations on the 15th to 18th Decviaber, which were called forth by th 
conferring of the sovereignty on Reza Khan Pahlayi hy the Constituent Assembly, 
‘were on'a'scale unprecedented in Shiraz, ‘The Persian officials at these ceremonies 
seemed to make a point of expressing the friendliness of the igime towards 
(reat Britain and the British residents in Per 


Ecouamic Situation. 


ot the place for details as to the state of trade, Tt will sulfice to say 
that the scarcity of money has month by month become more and more marked during 
thie past year, and lias contributed to reduce the formerly brisk bazaar of Shiraz 
to a lifeless shell, in which those tied to trade attempt fo keep their heads above 
water by buying each other's bills, Tandowners—the so-called notables—are equally 
ed, living beyond their incomes and unable to lay their hands on ready 

» 
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Money even to: pay small debts; this is true of men elected to represent the province 
in the National Assemblies 

Sixty to 70 per cent. of the money circulating in the form of paper at three or 
four months’ date is said to have no cash behind it. 

Th May 1925 the United States financial advisers introduced a Government 
inonopoly tax on the import of all sugar and tea, which, added to the already high 
duty and surtax, had for one result that a bag of loat-sugar arriving in Bushire 
roadstead at a cost of 14 rupees, or say 42 krans, had to pay 65 krans in customs 
uty, surtax and monopoly tux, It is doubtless true that several million tomans 
are accruing annually from customs posts in Persia to. the Goverment for the 
laudable objéot of providing a railway rund; but, on the 600-mile long Per 

st inside the Gulf, the natural result of sich a fantastic rate of taxation as 
to 170 per cent, ad raloren: (is there any country in the world where the sugar and 
ten of the people is taxed higher!) has been an enormous extension of the already 
too prevalent smuggling. When the Arab coast ports charge only a 5 per cent 
duty it clearly pays handsomely to take sugar: and toa across hy native sailing craft 
to the Persian Sugar was previously, in a sense, a cash commodity, and a 
staple of trade for every: ne on small. ‘The heavy duties now payable 
are driving nearly all the small men out of the trade, while the more substai 
merchants Nave constantly been obliged to sell at a loss because of the smugyled 
sugar reaching as far as Isfahan in competition, and because of falling markets 
abroad, ; 

Wwas to come with the introduction by the United States financial advisers, 
‘anid passing by the Majlis, of a lu to replice the existing © Nawaqil” (octrot) ane 
road toll’exactions by a compounded road tax, and have this collected at the ports 
‘und frontiers according to.a schedule, for sugar was tiot exempt trom this, and the 
charges per ewt, of sugar landed at Bushire became nearer 50 than 70) Kran. 

Some of the soundest merchants of Shiraz are of opinion that the increasing 
Seareity of money: in trade, which is atthe bottom of the prevailing depression, is 
largely due to these heavy taxes and to'the money being imnobilised at Tehran, and, 
80 to speaks, withdrawn from virculation in the south 

The decision of the Persian Government on thie advice of their financial 
advisers to reform the currency: is doubtless necessary and will ultimately: benefit 
the Government; but the nature of the menstires used, as seen in practice in the 
provinces, would be bound to call forth sharp criticism from even the warmest well 
wishers ofithe financial advisers. Th the space of twelve months they have paralysed 
trade in the bazaars no less than three times, largely, it would seem, because they 
have not, troubled to take the public into. their confidence in advance hy natives and 
articles in the press explaining. thie scope and object of the steps, and’ because they 
have not prevented profiteors from exploiting the situation, New coin has not bee 
supplied trom ‘Tehran to replace the old, and pople holding coin light in weight ot 
defaced (as so much of it is in this province) are muloted of a discount on stich coins 
paid in to the bank or Goyernmuent departments Shopkeepers and motley changers 
have inerensed the rates of discount, inflicting hardship on the poor, At intervals 
after light-weight and defaced coin have beer strictly collected and taken ata 
discount, orders have vouie from the capital relaxing the rates for collection, and the 
public has jumped to the conclusion that the calleted voin is then put back. inte 
circulation ‘at pan In duly, for some eleven days, tle hazaars were completels 
closed. owing to the widespread discontent pe 

‘Nhere 4s considerable ansiety in the province over the measures taken to auppress 
the export of opium, which is the only crop givin large return in the 
agriculturalist, So many: persons.of all classes, trom the field ta the warehouse, ane 
Kept from want or enabled to make a living by opium, and the provision of funds 
to buy the various commodities of trade so much depends on opium, that the outers 
in Pars is considerabl 5 ya 

‘There has been too great disappointment at the plans of the Government for 
railway building leaving out Fars frown any Peculiaely. lack 
in a sense of organisation the people in the interior oF the south seein helpless to 
devise means to market their agricultural produce or get it dawn to the son-const 
4 co-operative syste nto their character. The population of the province 
is far below what it ought to be for any intensive development; and the mortality 
probably execeds the birthrate. Tt is almost pathetic to observe, on the one hand 
the awakening desi scover the ways to prosperity, and, on the other, the 
extreme depression and discouragement at finding no outlets for activity’ and 
dwindling employment 4 


85 


‘The vitality of Persia is seemingly inexhaustible, as so many prognostications 
in the past have been falsified. But, to sum up this report on existing conditions 
in Fars, if the country has triumphantly mastered the long-standing menace and 
problem of internal insecurity, it is now in the grips of almost as grim and 
(lebilitating a struggle in the economic situation, and suffering from the effects of 
a growing and vicious disregard of elementary principles of administration of justice 
riling in the modern world, 

HG G. 
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Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain,—(Received July 20.) 
(No. 1) 
Sir, oh 1926. 

I HAVE the hionour to transmit herewith co x y No. 13 
for the period ended the 26th June, compiled by the military attaché to this 
ue Thaye, e 

HAROLD NICOLSON 


nclosnre’ in No, 20, 


Tntelligrnce Summary No. 8 for the Period ending Sune 2, 126 
(Secret:) 
Khorasan 
1. His Majesty's consul-general at Meshed reports that.a riot recently occurred 
at Subzawar, nominally about the lack of bread. The chief of police was seriously: 
wounded by the crowd, Sabzawar contains many Russians, being the centre of 
their cotton purchasing operations in Khorasan, and all these Russians are engaged 
ini propaganda, which may have had its effect in exciting the crowd, 
2) the British military attaché at Meshed reports, on the B1st May, that the 
ection of the radio station is almost complete, and that it may be expected to he 
ready for operation about the end of June. 


Gilan and Mazanderan. 

3. ‘There have been disturbances in Resht resulting in a fracas between the 
townspeople and the troops over the matter of the elections, Details have not yet 
licen received, but it is understood that. casualties were few, 

4, The Governor of Rumen, Hasan Khan Kishdarreli: (Mwin-i-Ruaya), 1 
former lieutenant of Kuchik Khan, the Jangal leader, was mortally wounded by. an 

assailant early in Tune, 

Sirti) Fazlullali Khan, General Officer Commanding Northern Tndepen 
dent Brigade, has proceeded to Europe on leave. He has been succeeded 
(omporarily in command by Colonel Izatullah Mirza, his Chief of Staff, a weak and 
lazy officer, inclined to truckle to the Russians. 


{ serbaijan 

Phe garrison of Salmas, numbering about 300 men, mutinied on the 
2th shine, murdered their commanding officer, Colonel’ Yusat Khan, looted the 
fhazaurs and set off towards Khoi and Maku, Later reports are to the effect that 
bout half the men had surrendered to troops sent out to intercept them, 

‘Phe mutiny was apparently an isolated outbreak, the result of the men's 
resentment at the imagined unsympathetic attitude adopted by their commanding: 
ilicer towards the question of the non-receipt of their pay for several months, It 
improbable that Russian intrigues had much to do with it, tis to be hoped that it 
will draw attention to the seriousness of the discontent prevalent in the army, 

7 Somod00familiesliving on the Persian side of the frontier near Khudaferin 
have lately been removed at the request of the Soviet authorities to Sarab, lietwee 
Ardebil and Tabriz. 

‘These families were under the leadership of Iskandar Khan Sultanoff, brother 
of Dr. Khusran Beg Sultanoff, the former Governor of Karabagh in Caucasian 
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Azerbaijan, who, as reported in paragraph 22 of Summary No. 1, is one of the 
leaders oP & movement for the liberation of the Caucasus from the Soviet. ‘The 
sub-committee of this movement in P. Azerbaijan, and one of its objects ha 
Heen to organise bands on the Persian frontier for the purpose of maintaining 
liaison with disaffected elements in the Caucasus, It is probable that these families, 
who are probably mostly refugees, formed one of those bands. ‘The Russian demand 
for their removal was based on accusntious of their being in the habit of raiding into 
‘oviet territory, I 

8. ‘The Polish Chargé d’Afiaires and the Turkish military attaché are both 
touring in Western Azerbaijan, ‘The latter's visit is said to have been in connection 
with the tour of the ‘Turkish Mission referred to in paragraph 8 of Summary No. 12 
M Hompels object is not known 

Talat Bey has arrived in Pabriz from Aleppo to replice Shevki Be 

‘Purkish consul SEES Re) 


Tehran 
10, Tt is confidentially reported that a sum of 2 million tomans above the 
sdnetioned budget allotment is required by the War Office to strai 
finances aud liquidate their liabilities as regards arrears of pay to the tro 
Payments due on account of supplies, &e 
‘urther economies proposed by the War Office Committee and a reat 
Guvied into effect are ee 3 ta Eee 
(i) The reduction of the pay of departmental officers by about 25 px 
(h) he reduction of the number-of pupils at the selool of yudlo. telograpl 
from 120 to thirty EE : saber 
(c) he abolition of the veterinary school, the young officers? school and the 
__ordnince scliool 
(2) The limitation of the number of pupils at the cadets? school to fifty 


12, Tis reported that it has beon deoided to dishand two batteries of artillery 
{one mountain and one field) of the Artillery Regiment of the Central Division.” 

13, Tt is reported that the General Stall are workin home whereby the 
regular standing army will be reduced to a strength of about 15,000, the Aminieh 
(gendarmerie) increased to. 13,000, and a large reserve created with plans for its 
‘pid mobilisation, 


14, Ciroular instructions liuve been issued by the Minister for War f 
u ive been issued hy the Minister for orbidding 
Hilitary officers to interfere in the civil administration, This may—or may not—be 
intended for compliance 
15. ‘Che officers of the Central Division were addressed hy the general officer 


commanding on, the 1th sTune,_ Wh 
Wiis nb. question, Whatever 
Persian army 

16. Tt is reported’ in the press that the total rece 

\¢ total receipts from the sugar and tea 

tax (railway gonstruction find) from the 2nd Tune, 1925 (the date of it eption 
to the 22nd April, 19 a Se 

17, This reported that 
Affairs 

18. Persistent rumours are curtent that M. 4 aneff will stiortly be sueceedes 
facet eff Will shortly be succeeded 

19, Me. Haskoll, an Amoriean, who has been 
ture, arviyed in Tehran on the Lith dune 


gave them his personal agsurinces that there 
2 oflicers being engaged ns advisers for the 


ely will: not now accept the portfolio for Fore 


yed as an adviser on agricul 


Kermanshah 

20, His Majesty” 
that the idea of 
Avroman-Mey 


isl at Kermanshah, writing on the 19th J Ne, states 
iury operations og bt aa Sultan and the tribes of 
0 xtred to have be med. ‘There is now only « small 
halting ice Ha an I le of writing, there hi iG 
jontion 0 forcing it ¢ situation may, liowever, be altered by Sheik 
Mahmud’s recent incursion into [ aq and his capture of a Daa oer eh 

mechanic of the Royal Air Fores. K 
It is reported that 200 rifles have been issued to the Kalhur tribe for their 

aiders from, Traq. 

‘ipparatus has heen installed in the Russian consulate at 


Luristan. 

Information regarding Luristan received from three separate sources 
shows tlat organised opposition by the tribes has, for the time being at least, heen 
iroken ee are dispersed and ‘eaderless, “Hussein Quit Pahpi and his 
sister, Qadam Kheir, the leaders of the last rebellion, are in hiding, and all other 
chiefs of importance have been killed or are hostages. ‘The tribes have been so. - 
Jieavily Tooted by the troops that numbers of them are dying of hunger; Khorremabad 

Burnjird are full of begging, starving Lurs, The holden spirits of the tribe 
fare engaged. in pett y. No attempt has yet been made to encourage the 
ribes to settle down Slop their very fertile'lands: such prosperity and such 
had have been destroyed by the military operations, and as 1 

ravans may be expected for some time 


‘There are now no troops between Khorremabad and Diziul; Amnieh (gendar- 
merie) posts have been established at intervals of 4-5:miles, and it is proposed to 
support these with mobile forces. Although a few caravans have come through 
confidence in the safety of the road has not yet been established 

Work has been recommenced on the Burujird-Khorremabad) road, A 
n engineer, Treskinsky, is in charge. 
W. A. K FRASER, Major, 1.4,, 
Military Attaché, 





(E 4324/92/34 No. 21 
Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberldin—(Receined July 19.) 
(No, 312.) 

Sin, Gulhiek, Lily 3, 1926, 
THAYE the honour to enclose herein a memorandun dictated by Sit Po 
Loring, inmediately before his departure, describing his farewell audience with 

the Shah of Persia 
T am sending copies of this despatch to the Goyermnent of India and to His 
Majesty's High Commissioner for I ad 
Thave, de 
AROLD NICOLSON 


Enclosure in No. 21 


Memorandum by Sir P. Loraine. 


THE Shall received me in audience on the 27th June. ‘The only other person 
present at the interview was his E: stich, Minister of the Cou 
Who kindly consented to act-as:interpre Ii hiis excellent knowledge of 
the French language, hie did with admirable lucidity and conciseness. 1b was also 
suitable that. Teymou Id be present av the conversition, in view of the 
sxtont to wliich fie enjoys the Shah's confidence and to which the Shah lends him a 
willing ear 

2° 1 began by telling His Inperial Majesty that my wish was to treat the 
present position, especially with respect to Anglo-Persian felations, in the broadest 
Possible manier and to speak my mind with complete frankness, a basis of 
Conversation to which His Majesty feadily assented 

Lsaid that the Secretary of State would no doubt be anxious on my arvival 
in England to receive from me un oral appreciation of the situation, on which he 
would be more than likely to.cross-eximnine me, Tis Majesty, 1 said, knew enough 
Of my views about the situation trom my lo we contet with him to render 
it really superiluous to relate to him the picture which 1 should draw to the Secretary 
of State of the present situation; some questions which might be pul tome 1 could 
io dowbb auswer from my own knowledge and impressions, but in regard to some 
Which I foresaw as possibile 1 should seek E y's sussistance’ in. furnishing. 
or completing my replies. 1 therefore proposed to give the conversation the form 

f A series of questions, to which T invited His Majesty's assistance in finding th 
true replies, His Majesty said that 1 had anticipated his own wishes in making 
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Utis suggestion, Le had very much wished to express to me his own views on the 
Dresent position in, Persia for the personal information of the Seomare ot etace 
He had felt rather shy of doing so on his own initiative, but my proposal had not 
care lisiel him ue oe embarrassment, but furnished him in the most agreeable 
ner with precisely the opportunity which he desired: he e begged 5 
rE Au . he desired: he therefore begged me to 
4, One important factor in the past and present situation was, T said, the 
weakness and in snany directions the incapacity. of the Central Administration 
My view was that, as regards strength, there had been a distinct improvement in 
Fecent years, but that as regards meapacity there was still a great deal of leeway 
tomake up, ‘The signs were not unhopeful of improvement in both directions, but 1 
felt that the creation of sullicient ellctency would still take a longish time to bring 
about, I thought the Shah would give much the same answer us I did to this 
(question, in which His Majesty concurred i 
The second important factor was the person of the There was 
no need to dilate on. the important change in this respect which had happeted, aha 
probably enough had heen said about it. ‘The upshot was that, whereas the situation 
under the Kajar dynasty seemed practically inextricable, there were great hopes of 
Versian national probleins being solved under the Pahlavi dynasty, although there 
vere cle; ny dil es of a serious: to be overcome, © is > 
Heretleast nin fa serious kind yet to be overcome, In this the Shab 
6, I wont on to say that the greatest vices in the situation to my mind were 
Oppression and corruption throughout the whole Persian administrative machine. 
I Knew the subject was a disagreeable and delicate one, but 1 nevertheless. wished 
to express my. mind \with entire freedom on the subject. It was oppression. and 
cortuption which for decades and for centuries hind vorroded the whole Persian body 
panes it was with oppression and corrupt il ranks that the Kajar dynasty 
had been identified, Tt was these two things which lad driven the Persian people 
{6 extort Constitution and E har ute anor 
Wuinately, the parliamentary régime had not yet made its influence sulficiently felt to 
foot thems out on alternatively, was not and iever ould be strong enough to abolish 
them, The h the inauguration of the Pahlavi dynasty 
and corruption would cease, and T thouglit that 
in removing these views would be the supreme test 
fajesty had not len ou the throne for 
as alte ise there was 


atter 
nid 


silent and undemonstrative manner 
st himself into the limelight, Shortly after 
Persian subject to address to himself 
regard corruption, extortion, injastice, So. and hd 
ly investigated. Unfo1 (0 useful resi 
had heen obtained, mere! ise the. Adiainistrative Baines oes ay 
incompetent to deal with such correspondence, ‘The whole question weighed heavily 
on hig mind, but he was at present undecided how lest to uct. Le would, howeven 
hear in mind what I had sid, recognised its truth and the disinterested spirit « 
friendship in which I had spoken, aud he hoped before long that lie would be able to 
take effective meastires to strike at the roots of these scounges. I usked the shah, 
Whether 1s a result of this I might inform the Secretary of State that it was Hoe 
Majesty's determination, by such means as he thought possible, to make ruthless war 
on oppression and corruption. His Majesty said th, i ra 
tituide and intention 3 


ss War 
this exactly described his 


__.t His Majesty realised that my temarks in the 
ruference to the army and himself turned the 
my, the gravity of which he freely admitted, T told him that willy-nil 


foregoing connection bore 
conversation on to the question of the 
he could 
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not dissociate himself from the army, and that everything which the army did or 
Was thought to-do reacted on him personally and directly. 1 quite realised that 
during the creation of the army, w iin the establishment of a reliable art 
vas the first and indispensable requisite of any improvement in the situation, 
}een necessary to give the ariny more latitude than an older established force would 
ave required. Furthermore, up till the time of His Majesty ion, the army 
was evidently the weapon on which Reza Khan was obliged to rely almost exclusively 
in his attempts to pull Persia together and stabilise her internal situation, 
iniaking ample allowances in th d, L did, however, feel strongly that, the time 
J coine to put te army back firmly on the leash, and I felt that His Majesty was 
the only person capable of doing this, At this point Tis Majesty intervened to ask 
ine to what particular kind of oppression or misconduct of the army 1 referred. 1 
id 1 would not burden him with inany: instances, but would take one typical 
ple, namely, requisitions. All over the country the army: was requisitioning 
‘animals, transport, food-stuifs, &c., the owners of the requisitioned articles wer 
compelled to ive teceipts, if hecestary by force, although they were never paid a 
shalti by the requisitioner, ‘The result of this was a double robbery. ‘The owner of 
the ho e., lost his property and received no compensation, while the 
jpt he was compelled to give was passed into military accounts as though it 
represented a genuine payment, T thought this instance was sulliciently typical to 
illustrate wy meant is Majesty adinitted that: the kind! of case was 4 very 
grave one, and that it brought not only the army but also himself into ill-repute, and 
fie thereupon asked me whether 1 had reached any conclusions, I said hardly that, 
Hut 1 wished to put an idea into His Majesty's head, not with any request that it 
should be immediately acted on, but inorder that it might be most carefully 
considered. I repeated the opinion previously expressed that Lis Majesty alone 
Could bring the atmy-under proper control; and my idea was that he would find it 
necessury for the purpose and in the last resort to. resume himself. the executive 
command of the army. ‘The Shah immediately replied that so far from resent 
this stiggestion, he welcomed it as coming from a man whom te knew Was speak 
asi personal friend and well-wisher of Persia and of himself, and he wotuta 
ateful for my having put if forward, [7 other methods fail he thought 
Tikely that he would adopt my suggestion, and even thought it might be ne 
for him to do so in a not very distant future, 
T then remarked that Persia seemed to be developing a rather militarist 
endency, aud it was likely that [should be asked in England whether this was a 
deep-seated! tendency: or at ig phase, 1 did nov quite know the answer to thi 
jjuestion, although did feel sure that Persia herself had no taste for militarism 
{ could not help noticing, however, that in every province the authority of th 
wuilitary commander liad been aggrandised at the expense of the Civil Governor, and 
that thie soldier was steadily encroaching on every matter which in former times had 
eon within the competence of the civilian. During the pre-accession period of 
His Majesty's career I was again willing to admit that this might haye been 
unavoidable: but I-strongly urged that it ought not to be allowed to continue, ‘To-day 
the Shali was not only’ the supreme chief of the army, but also the supreme head of 
all the otheradministrations;and it seemed to me necessary to reach a cleat’ definition 
of the respective powers aud competence of the military and civil authorities and 
caforee a strict observance thereof. Here again the Shah expressed bis approval of 
iy ideas, though he frankly recognised the difficulty of putting, them into execution. 
[le again said, however, that the army had really done the business for which it had 
foot created, namely, to ensure internal security, aud that it now had to be brought: 
relation with the re nent tnachinery 
{, ‘The lust point on which 1 touched was that of foreign policy. ‘The two 
things that struck me most in this conection were (1) that Persia's international 
ition was very appreciably better than it had been for many many years past, 
hut that she did not appear to he deriving the adyautages which she might obtain 
from that position, ad (2) that her foreign policy: was never clear and always giving 
rise to doubts. ‘The Shh was rather nettled at these remarks, as 1 had intended 
m to be, Ie said he thought it was true that Persia's position abroad hiad 
improved, Uuit the advantages which she hoped to derive from that improvement: 
Were in connection with her economic development. He put economic development 
in the forefront of his policy, be believed that Persin’s whole future depended on 
Teanttie questionot foreieacrelutions waa intimately’ conse sith te auceees 
or failure of the schemes of development which he had i mind, As regards Persia’s 
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policy towards other couitries, it was, of course, based on a completely neutral 
ttitude on Persia's part, such as would avoid her being drawn into any world 
contlicts or disputes, and on the treaties and conventions by which she was bound 
in relation to the various countries with which she liad concluded them. It might 
be that Persia found some of the obligations thus laid on ler a little irksome, but 
tha if this was so the only condition on which her relations with a country would 
likely toalter substantially would be a revision of those treaties and conventions. 

10. I told His Majesty I did not find this answer very satisfying, but perbaps 
Tdid not make my meaning sufficiently clear. Supposing that he or the Minister of 
the Court or I were asked to give a brief description of the foreign policy of any 
Well-known country, we should have no difficulty in doing so. ‘Take, for example, 
Belgium, Belgium's international policy was strictly based on the various treaties 
which she had ‘concluded with other Powers. ‘That was self-evident. But every 
one Knew that the things to which she attached especial importance were her close 
and friendly relations with England and France, Now I maintained that no one 
could give a similar description of Persian foreign policy; many people might think 
they Knew what it was and among them would no doubt be found a number of 
divergent views, but I doubted whether any ordinary Persian could state what the 
polioy was, and L have never noticed any inclination on the part of the Persian 
jovernment to enlighten hima on the subject, 

11. Wile these few sentences were being translated to the Shab, 1 saw his 
eyebrows lifting and a distinct expression of amoyance passed over his face, He 
iinmediately replied that my question astonistied him in the last degree, and he could 
not understand how it come about that after my four and achalt gear retlenee ae 
Persia with intimate knowledge of events here L should be unable to describe the 
fundamental aspects of Persian foreign policy. The basie thing in the foreign 
Policy of the Persia of today, Mis Majesty went on to say, was to free herself from 
the danger threatening her fom the north and to wake herself stronger to resist 
‘ny pressure which might come from that quarter, Secondly, Persia Wished to live 
on the friendliest possible terms with Great Britain aud hoped to draw British 
sympathy to herself, and to be able, should dinger threaten imminently from the 
Hoe, to count on BAUAh eneouragemont ie net actin British help to save 
herself he Sh Went on to say that when he made the coup d’ Etat of 1921 he 
did it in order to save his country from Russia, He realised then and bad never 
forgotten since he took that decision, which had been the turning-point of his whole 
career, that to attain his object he must completely: sacrifice all personal ease and 
deyote his entire energies during the uder of his life to the of h 
country. Whether Ri was Bolshevik or not did not so very much matters he 
tought it most unlikely, in fact practically impossible, that Persia should become 
Bolshevik, but Persin would always be threatened by Russia 

12, My question had led him to believe thit in my opinion there had been 
practically ho change in the position as regards Persia and Great Britain, and he 
‘asked mo to compare the situation of to-day with that which I found on my arrival 
in Tehran in 1921, Although he himself fad desired this change he was surprised 


at its extent; to-day, by far the larger portion of Persia's sympathies were with 
England, and the idea of rapprochement with England was becoming more and 
more pronounced, Nevertheless, the Persian Government had to be extremely careful 
for they were constantly being reproached with their subservience to England anc 
twitted with their inability to escape ftom the toils of British diplomacy, with the 
Fesull that Russia did nothing except create difficulties for them and throw obstacles 
in their path with which the 


coming to Sir Auste 

ruuch greater value 

of my own; and in view of the result which I 

c ‘garded as being of teal importance T hoped he wauld forgive 
tne for the rathor provocative form in which T had:couched my enquiry. h 
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expression of anxiety immediately lifted from His Majesty's face and made way 
for a broad smile. He told me that I was quite at liberty to quote all he had said 

exactly to the Secretary of State as his settled opinion, 
14. The Shah was then so good as to renew his expression of deep regret at 
ture, He said he was of course taking Iaive of meas His Majesty's 
representative, but also asa personal friend and a collaborator for whom lie had & 
of the word " collaborator” by 


abrupt word 

celing the solution 

ieult questions, he could never have obtained! so much success. i 

ing Persia from Russian attempts at domination and in drawing her elosor to 

reat Britain. He expressed the very earnest hope that my suecessor would employ 
the same conciliatory and unobtro which in my own case he believed 
had been so emine! Government and helpful for the 
he had at heart might reach their 


PERCY LORAIN 
July 1, 1926 





E 4329/4029/34) No, 22, 


Vicolson to Sir Austen Chambertain.—(Recetoed July 20.) 


Galhok, July 3, 1926, 
Ke th Sir Perey Loraine’s telegram No, 160:of ‘the Bnd July, L 
have the honour to enclose hereity a copy of a record made by the acting. oniental 
dary to this Legation of the final interview between His Majesty's Minister, 
the Pritne Minister, the Minister of ce, anid the Sheikh of Mohammerah 
1 iilso enclose a copy of the private letter addressed by Sir Perey Loraine to 
Sheikh Khazal, which I delivered to the latter this morning 
8, <A copy of this despatch his been sent to His Majesty's High Commissioner 
at Bagdad 
T have, &, 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


nolosure 1 in No, 2 


Kecord of Rinal Interciew between Sir P. Loraind, the Prime Ministor, the Minist 
of Finance, and the Shoikh of Mohammorah. 

THE sheikh called by appointment to say farewell to Sir Perey Loraine at 
6:15 wat. on the Ist July, 1026 

He first asked whether His Majesty's Minister would give him a letter saying 
that he, the sheikh, had not acted contrary to the wishes of Sir Perey Loraine 
Latter replied that if the sheikh wanted a Triendly Ie 1 lim personally, he 
could aud would give it, 1 whiat he wanted was au official letter, he would 
refer the to Sir Austen Chamberlain, who would authorise him what to say. 
The sheikh explained, after much conyersition, that what he wanted was a paper 
Which should show (1) that Sir Perey Loraine had been satisfied with him and his 
conducts and (2) that the reason for the long delay in the settlement of his aflaits 
Was not any fault of the sheikh's ter said that he understood now what tho 
sheikh wanted. 

His Highness Vossuk-ed-Dowleh then entered. At the Minister's request. he 
said that he wished to explain to the sheikh that (1) he realised that the sherkh hid 
not in the past een treated by the Ministry of Finance as he should have been 
treated; and (2) th ettloment of the sheikh’s affairs was a iatter whick 
was the duty of the Government to undertake; that (3) he had examined the mat 

id had decided that the first problem to tuckle was the matter of the sheikh's firmane 
‘and the settlement of the various questions connected with the ownership of the lands 
formerly in the sheikh’s possession; and that (4) he assured the sheikh that the matter 
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one to which he had given, was giving, and would continue to give, his most 

ful attention, and that he would place tie settlement of the sheikh's matters 
before all other questions. He wished to make the sheish confident that within a ¥ 
short time the matter of the firmans would be settled 

The sheikh said that within twenty days bis harvest would have again 
disappeared, “His Highness Vossuk-ed-Dowleh thensaid that he was himselt confident 
that the result of the investigations whieh are now being made would be fortheomin 
long before that time had elapse 

‘Phe sheikh then hegan to diseuss the question of his retum to his properties 
in Khuzistan, He suid that he did not object to returning for a short time to ti 
properties if the matter of his firmans were first settled; but he could not stay there 
‘as a simple proprietor in view of the loss af prestige aud influence which he had 
suffered, 

His Majesty's Minister reminded hin that he was mixing up two separate 
tatters; the question of his firmans came first, wud when that was settled they 
could io on to that of his future movements 

His Highness Vossuked-Dowleli then mentioned to His Majesty's Ministe 
French, that he was arranging that the report, which was being made to the Co 
‘of Ministers, should be submitted ty the sheikh, and the latter's replies should 
written for him in the proper way by a person well versed in those matters 
Highness mentioned also that the report, whicl) yas eventually. coming from. the 
Ministry, was very mucl more favourabfe to the sheikh tin the previous one which 

heeh prepared by Colonel MacC@ormack. 

‘The sheikh was jnst saying that he had contidence in his Highness Vossuls. but 
if he went away in whom could he have confidence, when the Prime Minister wa 
announced 

‘The Prime Minister then came in. His Majesty's Minister explained to hin 
the assurance which his Highness Vossuls had just tothe sherkh; He asked 
that tho Prime Minister should be kind enptgh tvonliem or support the Minister of 
Finance's remarks, as he thought fit 

Minister of Finance then oxpliined to the Meine Minister what he had said 
He mentioned! in particular the present state of the investigation from the pot af 
view of the Ministry of Finance, 


_ Prime Minister suid that he quite agreed with what his Highness, the Minis 
Of Financehadsaid, Measured the sheikh that he would give the matter his personal 


Attention and do all in his power to see the matter settled, He assured the sheikh 
dofinitely and categorically that ho would be responsible that the sheikl’s aliains 
Would be settled oni just and equitable busi: atid that the injustice which ba 
shown to the alicikl in the past wonld be taken into itevotint in the tinal settlement 
Which would be to the shoikh’s satisfaction 

The sheikh finully asked that Prime Minister should tepeut this assuranee 
directly to His Majesty's Minister, Latter painted aut that an assura tee 
that which had been given in his (Minister's) presonew needed tio repetitio 

His Highness Vossuk then mentioned that the settlement which was to he made 
would have to depend on one thing, the eventual proxluction of the trmans of th 
sheikh fy originul, or this purpose a delay of w certain specified tine would | 
accorded, during which the sheikh would Jiaye to produce the originals 
said! that he quite saw that he must produce the frmans; that he objected tu any 
specified time being named for the period suring which he must prodaive tiem. He 
explained that as far as he knew the firmans were vontained in a yalisé or box which 
was at the time of his est ji) the cabin of the hoat on which he was. He understood 
that a British Tnidiay subject, a servant of his. named Mirza Yusuf, had been 
cunning enough to save the box or boxes ati) to put them in safe deposit. with the 
Ottoman Bank at Busrah, ‘This matter was known to Yusul, and probably also to 
Khan Bahadur and Sheikli Abdullah, and to Amir Ramin, He did not k 
hid the receipt which the bank must have given, Me was stire the huxes yer 
own nanme—but he knew that the bank would sive them up only 
application, 

Tt was finally settled to send a wire to His Majesty's High ( 
Bagdad, asking for help in elucidating this point 

At the end of the mecting Minister asked whether the meeting fad achie 

ult which it had been called to produce, nan ive the sheikh confidence 

is affairs would soon be settled, and settled in u just way. He replied that 
now hie had confidence, 


who 
ni ON! persion 
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In bidding the sheikh farewell, Minister said that the sheikh was held iny 
friendship by His Majesty's Government and by all its ‘and that 
suich would always be thé ease; that the sheikh must b 
method of showing that friendship was best known to His Majest 
in whose judgment the sheikh must have the fullest confidence. ‘The sheikh wept 
at parting. ¢ 

Pifis Minjesty’s Minister took the opportunity to say to his Highness the Pr 
Minister and Minister of Finance that he hoped very much that before he arrived in 
London a tele een sent from the counsellor and another from the 
sheikh, F London, in which he would be informed that the 
natter of the sheik! s had been settled. 

Ss A. G, TROTT 

Tuly 1, 1926, 


Enolo: 


Sir P. Loraine to Sheikh Khazal, F 
My dear Sheikh, ; TE ETT 
1AM really to take leave of you without the final 
ujust not, however, take 1 
you must know that the 


¥ appr to represen 
ro wall Akhre that T have done overyiling 1 could in a proper manner and 
“as a foreigi representative, to further the sottle- 
nd in view of the friendly assurances given to you 
yesterday in my fhe President of the Couneil and the Minister of 
Vinnnee, which were a repetition of assurances previously given to me in 
b . L haye every confidence that a settlement of the matter of y 
properties will now rapidly intervene, and 1 trust indeed to learn on my arrival ity 
ondon tha s been finished. ‘ 
ana one Ae That dient and trying tioe you have passe throng daring 
the Jast fourteen oF fifteen months, uid have never failed immy sympathy with your 
Anxivties During your recent stay in Tehran you have done nothing which should 
prejudice the settlement of youx affairs, ior anything which has in any. way’ 
Tinvuished or weakened my desire to see them settled. ‘There haye, however, been 
come real difficulties on the side of the Persian Government, but 1 feel sure that now 
the Persian ( nent will overcome them You should make allowance for this 
iso allow yourself to be discourage oF depressed hy the long delay which L 
nly believe is now about to end i 
Ceiba eesti a hk you for your friendship and the 
egurd which you have always showed to 
personal regard which you have alway aN 
PERCY LORAINE 





[E 4325/195/34 
Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamborlain—(Recaiced July 191), 


Gate, daly 9, 1020, 
wort ‘i anately Nov.2t 15 nilaee 
WITH reference to Sir P. Loraine’s despatch No. 284 of the 15th dime las 
rewarding the prevailing corruption and discontent in the Persian army, T have the 
fiunour. to transtnit to you herewith copies of telegrams and of a despatch received 
from His Majesty's consnl at Tabriz regarding @ recent mutiny of the troops in 
Mier ese telegrams were not repeated to you at the time, but, in view of tho 
cubsoquent Mind more serious ontbieak in Khorasan, 1 think it well that this informa- 
jon should also be in your possession. pote 
vio nies ok tia despatch and ies enelosnres aye Ingen sent to- the Foreign 
Seoretary to the Government of India and to His Majesty's High Commissioner 


for Iraq aioe 


» e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 23, 


Cousiil Gilliat-Smith to Sir P. Loraine P 
(No. 59, Secret) 
(Telegraphic) : Tabriz, June 24, 
GENERAL tells mo that last night about 200 men, troops quartered at 
—that is; half of force—revolted, killed commanding officer, Colonel Yusuf Khan, 
and other officers, looted portion of bazaar, and set of for Khoi with arms and 
ammunition, ‘Telegraphic communication between ‘Tabriz and’ Khoi is cut 
‘Vhree hundred cavalry has been sent to Julta by train and twelve cars of troops 
to Khoi via Marand; ulso, Colonel Mohamed Khan Sheikh Alinsky Imas to 
command, 
Cause is believed to be lack of pay 


Enclosure 2 in No. 23, 


Consul Gilliat-Smith ta Sir P. Loraine, 
No. 60, Seoret,) 
Telegraphic.) Tabriz, Jun 
MY telegram No. 59 
rarileah bels have surrendered Six have been sent to Tabriz; 100 are in 
Yotreat on Maku Now that danger is apparently over, general has proceeded to 


Josue 3 in No, 
Consul Gillin Smith to Sir B. Loraine 


(No, 62. Secret ) 
(Helographic,) Labris, June 2, 1926 


MY {slegvani 2. 60. 


Revolt has collapsed Cause seems to haye been definitely ertained 
exasperated ‘a luck of pay, and not Bolshevisiu, is discernible,» Commandant 
Salmas, had forbidden merehants to give credit to soldiers One of them being 
refused w pound of sugar, a row ensued; soldier killed merohant Commandant 
ordored mon to arrest soldien, they refused, saying that in the circumstances he was 
tight, Commandant lost his temper and men shot him 

Most of the soldiers are married, and misery is forcing their wives into 
prostitution 

Revolt is an incident, and not a planned move, and as such has collapsed without 
astruggle, there being no-leaders. Men being sent to Khoi from Tabriz were paid 
before departures othiers remain as belure 


Enclosure 4 in No 4s, 
Consul GilliaeSmith to Sie P, Loraine 


Tabriz, dune 25, (92 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 59 of the 2th instant and to my despatch 
No. 26 of the 7th April lust, and Mr. Hayard's reply of the 26th of that month, 1 
have the honour t) report that since that time until now the situation, far from 
iipproving, has become considerably wors The rank aud file of the army are still 
without pay. and an unpleasant spirit of insubordination is developing among the 
troops. Various parties of Moslems and Christians holiday- making on Fridays aud 
Su ania in the garde nid Tabriz have been uttacked and robbed by the soldiery 
On the 22nd instant a private took bread from a baker's in the Armenian quarter 
and, when asked to pay, replied that he would do so when the Goverment pald hin 
but that, if he did not receive his wages, he would return and take more in a day of 
tivo, as his family was starving 

2) General Mohammsid Hussein Khan is very nervous, and he tells me that he 
cannot trust his entourage, and that he fears lie inay soon share the fate of Vusut 
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Khan. He complains bitterly that no funds are forthooming for the payment of the 
army, and he says that while in Tehran he was unable to arrange anything in this 
connection. He says, further, that he is obliged to lie to his men arid to hold out 
hopes which he knows will not be fulfilled He adds that many oflicers, including 
himself, have not received any pay for three months, Ido not know whether this is 
tre. He is, as might be expected by anyone who had a slight acquaintance with 
his character, considerably scared, and so far he has not thought of proceeding to the 
scene of the disturbances. 

Since I telegraphed last night there is no further news of importance to 

T hear that eight more cars laden with troops have been despatched to Kho 

now almost. without troops except officers’ orderlies, Before. tele. 
nications were cut with i message was, received from 

nts of that locality worded as Follow jan Selamat,’ which is now take 

that they are alive and well, bt have been. plundered of their belongin 

According to investigations which T haye hitherto been able to make, it does 
not at present appear that the Russians have any hand in bringing about the’ present 
situation, although they will, of course, rejoice at what is happening, So far the 
soldiers here only know vaguely that some disturbances. | red, but they: 
Apparently sympathise with the rebels. ‘The general told me he feared that the troops 
sent to quell the rebellion may themselyes join the rebels 

Thave, & 
B. GILLIAT SMITH 





[E 4430/195/34) No. 24, 
Sir It, Hodgson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received July 26.) 


(No, 4991) 
ir, Moscow, July 16, 1926, 

1 HAVE the honour i with translation of a telegram which 
appeared iu the S tha Gth instant reporting mutinies in the Persian troops 
At Salas and in K “Tranisky” publishes: a. long aeticlo on the mubjest in the 

lave of the ath July, He is at uo loss to find an explanation for the trouble in 
the Persian troops, which hie attributes to the activity of British agents’ who are busy 
the ranks: of th x provocatory slogans: Down with Roza 
Khan !"; “Long liv and are supplying Persian soldiers and 
officers, discontented at their pay being iu arrears, with rod tags. English diplomiey 
the samo time is pointing out to Rez Khan that the rebellion iw the work of 
Boliivile hails; anda’ propos 40" tho. Poivinn Govertiwent, 8 loan ton Yio 
re-establishment of order, 
“The provision of a new loan,” he continues, “ig connected with thy 

consolidation of Petsia’s debt to England. English diplomacy wishes to kill two. birds 
with one stoue—to embroil, Persin with the Soviet Uuion for yood and all and to put a 
financial noose over Persia's neck as it tins been endeavouring to do for a niiber of 
ears past, and more particularly at the inoment of Sheikh Khuzal’s rebellion, It is 
Persia to take steps to sutlsfy the discontent within and to offect the requi 
forms, ‘The Soviet Union, true friend of tho Kust, belioves that the Porsian 
Government is able to cope with thia task. Wo recommend it timere Danaos, et dona 
ferentes. 

3. The Persian Ambassador, speaking on this subject, dismissed thy events 
reported in the press as of little importance, aud attributed them to purely natural 

ties, (Hovndded the socaenhst onigiial: euggestion that the, lupiiaice ot is 
jovement wan very probably exaggerated by the officers, who wished to. gain kudos 
by the zeal they displayed: in suppressing «d movement which was by no means $0 
formidable as they represented it to be. 
pl of the same article by “Transky” is possibly worth 
quoting : dine ot the Pahlavi dynasty is at the erossways, Reza Shah must 
vither set a firm course to the Left and justify the expectations which are connected in 
the minds of the wide masses of the population with the overthrow of the dynasty of 
the Kajars, or in the fight with the natural discontent of these masses he wilt be 
threw to the Right, which will mean that ho wil lone his national lasts il Eve the 
restoration of the Kajar régime will be set on ite way. The efforts of Buglish 





diplomacy are directed towards ensuring the triumph of the second possibility. 
English diplomacy g itselt of the temporary mistakes of the new dynasty, is 
wreparing to overturn it, 
rae Vhave, & 

R. M. HODGSON. 


Enclosure in No. 24. 


Extract from Soviet Press of sJuly 6, 1926. 
(Wyanslation,) z 


Provocatory Intrigues or ENaiisn AGmTs 18 PERSIA. 


Tehran, July 4 (Tass). 
IN connection with difieutties fo paying. co ary units during recent 
times there have been disturbances int 
Salimas revolted, killed its command 
by insurgent units, Simultaneously y broke out in 
t units foreign agents are carrying on 
nt the slogans of “ Down with 


Province of Khorasan, 


T-connection with this it has ‘Tehran that England is proposing 
to the Persian Government « oan ” for the purpose of restoring onfer, while rumours 
are being citoulated that the rising is “the work of Bolshevik hands,” These 
provocative rumours ara vot believed ih the wide masses: 





(B 4824/92/34) 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Nicolson (Tehran), 


‘reign Ofiice, sFuly 

T HAVE received your despatch No, 312 of the Sri instant, in which 
a memorandum by Sir Perey Loraine describing his fire of 
Have wines had an opportunity of discussing the situation in Porsin with Sir Perc 
Toshall be glad if y fake an early opportunity gto His 
message in the following wense 

2 T have read with the teat intervst Sir Percy Lorait 
eonversution which took plice upon the oecasion of his farewell audience, and 
inipressed and gratified nt the evidence it affords of the steady growth of confid 
‘vd mutual understanding botween ome two Governments 

3. Tt was with pleasure that [noted Hi generous appreciation 
of the friendly, patie: conciliatory attitude o Loraine, for it proves 
that he his succeeded in faithtally interpreting the ishes of His Majesty's 
Government, I need no is Majesty that, igus he and his Government 
continue to repose confidence in [lis Majesty's Gc t, they can rely implicity upon 
the latter's sympathy and friendship ani upon the loyal collaboration of fis Majesty’s 
representative in Persia, é : : 

4 Tein boenung Mr, Clivy is endowed with th qualities require for bis 
and so completely enjoys the tn iews of His Majesty's Government, 
that His Majesty tho King has ‘as Sir Porcy Loraine’s successor Tam 
sure that the Shab will find him worthy of his entire confi 

5. Lastly, you should assure Reza Shah that His Majesty's Government will 
continue to watch with the utmost sympathy aud goodwill the efforts which he is making 
for the regeneration of Persia and will welcome any opportunity of assistinig him in his 
task, the difficulties of which they fully appreciate 

T am, &c, 
AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN. 
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No 286. 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received July 2.) 

(No, 182) 

(Telegraphic.) Tehran, July 28, 1926 
SHAH is sending Minister of the Court on seoret and personal mission to 

Moscow. Persian Government have not themselves been told of scope on purpose 

of this mission, but fact that Rus s = here have both 

arranged to join Minister of the Court at Moscow and assist in negotiations indicates 

that something may be contemplated beyond mere settlement of outstanding 

questions, Late Minister for Foreign Affaits, Moshar, who is reliable and friendly, 

ame to see me to-day for the express purpose of warning us of this intended 


It is possible that presence of Turkish Ambassador can be attributed merely: 
to his own vanity, which is excessive. If, however, His Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople or Sir R. Hodgson can confirm that this meeting may be the prelude 
to something in the nature of tripartite treaty, I submit that it would be well to 
warn Persian Government in advance, Such n warning might take the form of 
iudly note to the effect that His Majesty's Government, whose jresent_poliey i 
ed on the desire to a: lependent Persia, would, in the event of Persia 
concluding any reaty which, in your oj of & nature to 
compromise that independence, feel obliged to reconsider their policy, Such a note 
could be telegraphed to Meshed for the personal information of the Shah, 
Minister of the Court, who has accompanied the Shah to Khorasan, 
reach Moscow before 7th August, so that you will have time for consideration, 
Meanwhile, I shall indicate to the Persian Government that wo are aware thit 
omething is in the wind. 
(Sent to India.) 





No, 27 


Mr, Nivolson to Sir Austen Chambertain.—(Receined August 1.) 

(No. 183 

(Telegraphic.) ‘iran, July 31, 1920, 
MY telegram No. 182, 
Vossuksed-Dowleli confirins Mushar-nl-Mulk’s story and adds follow 


Minister of Court on leaving Moscow will go to Angora 
Government have no idea whatever of real purpose of his mission 
In order to save their face they have entrusted Minister of Court with an 
mission on their own behali. He is to settle: all outstan 
tions and practically to give way to Russians over Caspian fishel 
ve fs) provided him with t articles of a pact with Russia 
of recent pact with Turkey, They hope by this means to prevent 
{nding something more dingerous 
with Russians a new tarifl, which if accepted yvill be 
made applicable to all frontiers, Vossuk-ed-Dowleh was vague on this 
point, and T shall report further on obtaining more accurate information, 


I informed Vossuk-ed-Dowleb that 1 feared this would create bad impression 
in England and on Government of India. He said he had so informed his colleagues 
‘and liad for this and other reasons decided to 1 shen Majlis on. 10th 
August. This is an exaggeration; real reason for i bility to 
work with American mission or present Cabinet 

T.do not suppose lly dangerous will be concluded at Moscow, but it 
would he as well to g impression that we are angry: and 
disturbed. 

(Sent to India.) 
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(1B 4542/644/94) No. 28. 


Mp, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received Aupist 3.) 
(No, 825.) 
in, Guthek, Judy 7, 1926. 

WITH reference to Sir P, Lorai he 17th June, Uh 
tho honour to inform you that the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs informed 
to-day that the Government were anxi cay considering the possibility of a settlement 
Of the several questions outstanding between themselves and Russia. OF 
questions the more important were those of the Caspian fisheries, the uniform tari 
the Atrek water, the prohibition of Persian imports and the withdrawal of the Russian 
frunboat from Bunder Pahlevi (Enzi) 

B, 1 took the o¢casion to rentind his Excelleuey of the particular importance 
which His Majesty's Government attached to the question of the uniform tariff, It 
was not our af eto create difficulties between Persia and we should, 
jiudeed, be relieved if all outstanding questions were liqui 
‘Uti fee that Persia should boy off Ruin ab oir ox jolation 

Tights, His Majesty's Government had shown in this matter a patience whi 
ney must admit was exer but his Excellency was too conversant with 
conditions in England to suppose that. the very import ial interests affucted 
by the denial to us of our trenty position could for | torated 
reguranieed of good intentions, Lurged Davood Khan Meftal to place, these considera- 
tions before his colleagues with all the authority that he eould con 
4s, Ho undertook to seo that the matter did not escape their attention, —T replied 
was not sufficient; what he must secure was that the ‘attention should be 
neontrated on the miattor us a point of primary importance», whieh, if unsettled, would 
Toad to increased difficulties. He agreed, with his unfailing amiability, to put the point 
in thig form before his colleagues; but’ L shall raise the matter at an early occasion 
with’ Voasuleed-Dowleh, who is the sole Minister in tho present Cabinet with whons it 
ik possible to tall: practical business Hf 


HAROLD NICOLSON 





(1B 4544/267/34) No. 29. 


Mre Nicolson to Sir-Austen Chamberlain —(Receined August 9.) 
327.) 
Gullick, uly 6 
hh No, 681 of the 30th November 
1025, enolosing a copy of issied to prevent, smuggling. in tea 
ai gues T Rave the hi liervin a copy of @ fhether communication 
roooived from the Ministry for Foreign Aftairs, in whieh t ulations ars extended. 
2, You will observe that this commu 
Koveit and Debai, and that its wording is deliberately tortuous 
thorofore, I was assured by the Belgian Director of C 
was morely badly drafted’ and concealed no sinister 
present mood of the. Persian Government—a mood, that is, of desiring to question our 
position in the Guif—it would be unwise to allow siny such careless dratting to pass 
Linchallenged. T have wccordingly replied by m nots, of which T enclose a copy herei 
by which I hope to induce the Persian jent to admit that Kovw Deb 
fave non-Persian ports, ‘The question of the limits of Persian territorial waters, which 
is alo implicit in the problem, is one which [felt it better to evade, But T should be 
grateful for avy indication of your views ot) this subject, in caso the Persian Govern- 
Inet a the point in future corespondeans ou eas incidents a 
3. A copy of this deapateh is being forwanled to. the Fo ry to the 
Goverhmont ot India, His Majesty's High Commissioner for Iraq and to His Majesty's 
consul-goneral at Bushire. 


vague. Althoug! 
stom that the eommniention 
tT felt that in the 


Thave, ike, 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 


49 
Enclosure tin No. 29, 


Translation of a Memorandum from the Persian Foreign Office addressed to His 
Britannic Majesty's Legation at Tehran, dated 'ir 15, 1805 (July 7, 1926). 


THE British Legation is respectfully informed that, according to. communi 

reevived from thi istry of F the Government has, for the proper exeention of 
the Sugat and Tex Lae, decided that the following ports und places on the front 

he utilised as the only ports of entry for those commodities :— 


Bushire, Linguh, Bunder Abbas, Charba: k, Mohammerah, Ahwaz, Aba 
hlevi, Meshedisar, Bunder Gez, Julfa, Khoi, Shahtakbti, Kiudaati 
lin (?) Laiftahad, Duzdap, 


‘The Customs Departinent has been instructed to confiscate defi 
tea collected’ at nt Debai, Koweit, &e,, for the pu 
Parma Tia pol ports, that is to say, the ports not mention 

‘The British Legation is requested to bring the above to the notice of the tr 
concerned and the navigation companies in order that future difficulties ma 
avoided 


Enclosure 2 in No, 29. 


Nicolson to Acting Minister for Poreign Affairs, 
M, le Ministns, Glick, Judy 13, 19) 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the momor ndum addressed t 

this Legation by the Ministry for Foreign Atiiny dato Tir 15, 1305 (rth duly, 1926), 

Tr regent’ that T hiave some. diffienl interpreting, from the, terms” of that 

oranduia what are the exact wialios and intentions of the Tinperial Governmott, 

ind inorder that thore way be no misunderstanding in the matter 1 should be grateful 
if your Excellency could infor me whether the following, interpretation is correct, 

2, Lunde nd it to be the intent! of the Persian Government to confiscate, if 
neal be, any tan of sugar actually entering any of the so-called ‘prohibited ports: 
Fen gear nceaDucain fark Bytes tri proaited porta is mean any: poe th 
than those of which a Ht in given in the Ministry's memorandum, T presiime, however, 
that it is not the intention of the Persian mt to confiseate such commod 
scsi probit port fom a Pein por through which entry is permitted and 
it whieh the necessary dues have: been paid. 

calleny to be 60 good na to confirm the above interpretation, in 
which’ ease Tstiall bs pn to bn ations to the notice of British 
Tiionalndiad vies then 
T ayail, &eo. 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 
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Mr, Nicolson, to Sir Austen Chamberlain (Received August 3.) 
(No. 320.) 
x i Gulhek, July 18, 1926, 
THE fre i frontier, and the possibility 
that any oue of these inci levelopments, have Ted me to 
think that it would be use oui, for purposes of record and future reference, to 
have in your possession a summary and a sketch map illustrating the disputes whieh 
Have arisen during the past yea is 
2 accordingly requested Mr, H. M. Gi, Jebb, third secretary to this Legation, 
to examine the dossiers existing and to prepare a memorandum of the nature 
n is now enclosed and presents the story in 4 lucid and 
ce will be greatly facilitated, 
with Mr, Jebb that some frontier arrangement similar to that 
purkey will one day sary, ‘The value of local ¢o-operation 
fis been demonstrated by the imniediate improvement secured after the arrange: 
fnents established in the Khanikin area between Hidayatullah Khan’ and: Major 


(torah ® 





Edmonds. But 1 fear that the Persian Government ent too suspicio 
Traq and too unwilling that the latter should realise how feeble is the control which 
the Central Government exercise on the bor of Persia for any very frank or 
comprehensive agreement to he possible at present. . 

4.1 at sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's High Commissioner 
fon Tray at Bagdad, 

Thave, & 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enclosure in No, 80. 


Memorandum respecting Incidents on the Iragi-Persian Border 
Jurinary W2—Sine 193 


Introductory 


INCIDENTS on the Traqi-Persian horder—the majority, it is true, trivial 
onough—hiive Heen so frequent during. the last year, and have gone so 
prejudice good relations letieen Tray and her neighbour, that it may be of use to 
Conipile a detailed summary, by means of which fresh incidents may be rapidly 
Compared to formen ones in Hie sume district without reference to diverse, and often 
slightly confusing, dossiers: It is proposed, for the sake of convenience, to divide 
up the frontier into\districts, beginning front the north, and th give the essential 
points of all incidents which have occurred in these districts during the « 
(roughly) te last year and a half, Te is not intended to make these districts 
(niavked "A" to “Fon the accompanying sketch miap,* and referred to under 
these letters in, the summary) cortespord to any real political or geographical 
ilivisions; though it may be found that in one or two instances this is the eaxe, Some 
siich division of the frontier, whether arhitrary or not, sould seem, however, to be 
clearly: necessary if Various Frontier Commissioners are to be appointed: and it is 
partly fon this reason, and partly owing to the fact that sumerous incidents have 
followed each other ‘in quick snecession in wertain restricte at 


teographical, as opposed to a chronological, method has been adopted in the com 
Pilition of the summary which follows: 
Fon punposes of reference an index. of names, siving the number of the 


paragraph in which they fignre, is also This list is intended to include 
AN persons on both sides of the border who have recently figured in frontier ineidents 


(A) —Stmiko.} 
Raid by Porsian Proops on the Boli aud Boboli Tribes 


{h September 1925, as the result of an affray between a Kurdish (Traqil 
ant dnd a Persian frontier guard iv the course of whieh a Persian ai eH 
sian forces, aided by a section of the Pinan tril, crossed the frag border 
hear Khanel and deported sixteen members of the f | Boboli tribes, 
with 590 sheep, the property of one Khider Aghi, sou of Ahmad Pasha, 
result of this action, Sheikh Muhammid Agha of Wa 
Shoikh Ullanddin of Rayat with €P, 100 to die Persian military responsible 
deportation, aud succeeded, by presenting them with this sum, in ob 
rolease of the sixteen tribesnen. The sheop, however, were retained 
On this case being reported to Tehran His Majesty's Minister requested the 
Minister for Foreign Aifairs to cause immediate instructions to} 
return of the sheep to Khider 2 lay, since compensation had been 
paid for the murdered soldier, and to regard the affairas closed, It was further 
pointed ont that the matter was urgent, as there Wasa likeliliwod vf snow blockinw 
the passes, 5 
Early nuary the N r for Foreign Affaivs stated that an answer had 
eet received to the enquiries, which he had made of the Ministry of War to the 
cllect that, aecording to information received from the Army of the West, the ineident 
complained of had never taken place, ‘This curt denial of the truth of the original 
Feport was, very naturally, taken exception to by the Acting High Commissioner for 
+ Not repo 
f Tanail Ava (Sinetky), the celebrated Kiedsh eft bas HOt Tan woe Tp evidence dariue the 
ar aud atall, ICs, howevary always posible that he may ome ta the fore: sual al tae the 
Persian and even the Traq Wovernmrats a8 rch true as Sherkh Mahmol cf Solncanets farther mouth 
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who caused sworn statements in regard to the incident to be obtained from 
Khider Agha himself and from four members of the Boli tribe. These statements: 
were 3th May) submitted to the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs, with 
the request that a fresh investigation might be Set on foot; and, at the same time, a 
private letter was sent to Davood Khan Meftah pointing out that it seemed hardly 
sullicient for the military authorities to meet an official complaint of the Tray 
Government. with a negative unsupported by proof, No reply to this com 
munication has as yet been received . 


(B)—Sheikh: Mahmoud, 


of the activities of Sheikh Mahmoud of 

some mention should he made of the 

that of the front s for long defied both the Traq and 
Persian Governmet 1 in which his personality nndoubtedly dominates, 

‘The summer ¢ was occupied by the Iniq Goyernment in an attempt to 
subdie and if possible capture Sheikh Mahmoud. A force left Halabja early in 
Tune, and Persian co ted, in case, as seemed probable, the 
sheikh escaped over th I fact, occurred almost 
immediately, Sheikl Mahmoud proceeding to travel trom place to place in the 
Merivan and Avroman districts of Persia. e Persian Government, in spite of 
assurances that they: wished to covoperate in any action against Sheikh Mahmoud, 
Wer, in point of fet, hardly ina position to do so, and, in any ease, did not take 

steps to put their assurances into effect, Sheikh Mahmoud, accompanied by some 
Persian tribesmen, returned to Traq in August, but soon reerossed the frontier int 

Where he seems to have heen joined by his ally, Mahmoud Khan Dizli, and 
moment hy the mad Kajar Princo, Salar-ed-Dowleh, During this, period 
ny. requests for the co. of the Persian Government, were re 

His Majesty's High Commissioner for Traq, and at the end of September the Prine 
Minister (Reza Khan) definitely stated that a force would be able to proceed to the 
Merivan country in twenty-five days’ Ume, Tt does, indeed, seem to have: been tine 
that the Prime Minister ordered the General Officer Commanding Western Army 
to employ a column of the North-West ision (consisting of about 1,000 
infantry and S00 cavalry), whieh had been sent to assist in the operations against 
ie Lurs, for the disarmament of the Kurdish tribes to the north-west of Kerman 
shiali; but the disarmament process was not really undertaken until the approach of 
winter had made serious operations almost impossible, ‘The lateness of the season 
wis also responsible for the fact that the visit of the Air Ofticer Commanding to 
Tohiran in Ovtobor, while establishing personal tonch between the two Governments, 
did not result in that close co-operation between the military on both sides of the 

frontier which was essential if the sheikh was to he dealt with successfully. 
nspired, as the result of a visit paid to Sheikh Mahmoud i 
Iraq, territory: hy y that negotiations had been: in. progress between 
the Persian authoriti heikh, who was alleged to have been told that, 
whenever he took refuge in Persia, he could live in peace there provided that he 
surrendered his arms and resided at some distance from the frontier, Some doubt 


territory; and a protest was made by His Ma 
disregard of instructions which this Fact seemed 

Quite lately operations were undertaken by Traq in order to prevent Sheikh 
Mahmicud from levying taxes on the Jaf tribe, wwho, with the approach of summer 
were moving up into Persia, and thus replenishing: his trea The column thus 
eraployed was attacked by Sheikh Mahmoud, supported by a considerable number of 
Persian tribesmen, but succeeded in beating him off. A British flying officer and 
4 mechanic were, However, made prisoners hy the tribesmen and taken into Pe 
Strong representations are being made to the Persian Government in order to obt: 
their release; but it is at least donbtful whether, in present circumstances, 1 
Persian troops will be sent to Kurdistan, 


(C)—Jaafar Sultan. 


In the earlier part of the present year Jaafar Sultan was engaged in manifest- 
gely on the advice of sty's Acting High Commissioner for Traq, 
15791) i 





sarious loyalty to the Persian Government. Tt was repeatedly impressed upon 
him that only asa result of loyalty could he count on the support ot the Government 
Of Iraq, in which country a considerable part of his property lay. Trickery, however, 
bn the part of a Persian officer, who tailed to hand over. as stipulated, a seized 
caravan after Jaafar Sultan had surrendered some of his arms, together with an 
intercepted letter from the Per Commanding ordering te employment of 
duplicity when dealing wi  inereased his suspicions of the Central 
Government; and in April he broke loose and attacked and routed the Persian 
garrison in duanrud, which fell back on Ruansir, By this action he forfeited such 
Claim. as he had on the good offices of the Traq and His Majesty’s Governments. It 
would However, that temporarily, at any rate, he has reasserted his influence 

1 successfully resisted the centtalising policy of the Persian Govern 

No punitive neasumesiave at all events been taken against hint recently 


2. Migration to Lray of Stotions of the Walad Begi, Kubaidi, anid Babajant. 

‘Mhe Acting High Commissioner for Traq learnt during the course of December 
1025 that the Raimakam of Halabja bad received overtures trom certain Persian 
tribes known as the Walad Begi, Kubaidi and Babajani, who were desirous ¢ 
settling in the Raza of Halabja, within Trag territory On receipt of this informa 
tion, Mfr, Bourdillon, immediately gave his advice to the effect that the local 

ithorities should: do everything possible to discourage these tribes from crossing 
the frontier, Tf they insisted on, taking retuge in Lrag, they should be disarme 
And required to live at a-distance of riot fess than 30 miles from the frontier. Later 
however, it se it these tribes did in fact cross the border and settled themselves 
in Iraq. ‘The kaimakam, finding bimsell thus in tHe presence oF an accomplished fact, 
felt compelled to acquiesce. When thix was reported to Bagdad the Iraq Govern 
mont, in view of the great difficulties attendant upon the use of force for their 
Hopatriation, gave ordets that the local authorities should warn the tribes that th 
Would he severely dealt with in the event of disorderly conduct, and av-the same time 
asued instructionsthit the frst opportunity: should be taken of sending them back 
over the border into Persia. 

Subsequontly (on the 20th Func, 1926), a complaint was made by the Noting 

crfor Foreign Affairs that members of these tribes were in the habit of coming 
over into Persia by night and causing trouble thens. Davpod Khan Meftali stated 
that they were not’ prevented from doing'so hy the Traq authorities, and complained 
that, although the matter had)heen referred to the Kaimakam of Khanikan, nothing 
ind so far been done, He instanced a recent case in which Muliunmad Saliby Beg 
Keubiidi, followed by fifty men, crossed over into Persia and, after q fight. swith 
Ahmad Bog lasting several hours, forced fifteen Kubiaidi taniilies to stccompany: hit 
back to Traq? One ob Abad Beg's servants wis, moreover, killed ducing the contrse 
of the shiruiish 


(D,)—Khanikin Area, 


Note-—The brigandage and genera} inseeurity: on the Kasrishirin-Rhantkta 
of thelinain Bagdad road aud in neighbouring districts began at the ent of 
y 1925 aind continued during the winter and early spring, Efforts were nude 
the winter to cope with the situation by the appointment of trontier commis 
+ but the Persian Government persisted in complaining: of i Jack of activity 
in subordinate Iraq oflicinls, Real improvement. sens to have coincided with the 
cstablishment of excellent relations between Hidayatullah Khan (who had 
ly replaced! the’ Porsian Frontier Commissioner, Major Nissrulla) and the 

6 the Leng Ministry of the Interior, Major Edmonds 


1. Majid Kadir Agha and his 
‘This man and his conte ro connected with three different ca: 

wr attack on a Persian mail cart last August, an attack ona motor can belon 
toun Ametican lady, Mrs, Quebring, and an attack on the mail lorry of the Pablavt 
Bank on the 24th Janmary, of the present year. TL also seems probable that they 
wore responsible’ for the hold-up of a lorry driven by an Englishman named 
Stevenson near: Kast-i-Shiein in duly 1025, and for the robbery of his.effects, The 
rst throe Of these cases were vigorously pnestied hy the Traq authorities, though 
their efforts were at first hampered by the retusal of Major Nasrulla, the Perstan 
Frontier Commissioner, 16 supply them with the relevant dossiers: At first, there 
fore, they were inclined to think that insufficient evidence was forthcoming to justify 
the arrest of Majid Kadir Aghirs but later, on receiving. from al} sides alfirinations 
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of his guilt, they placed him under arrest and. eventually tried him under the Tribal 
Criminal and Civil Disputes Regulation, with the result that he and his confederate, 
Shahul the Jew, were found to be guilty of being accessory to the three offences 
mentioned aboye, and sentenced, in the case of Majid Kadir Agha period of three 
years’ rigorous iinprisonment, and in that of Shahul, to seven months’ imprisonment, 

1 addition, five elders of Majid Kadir Agha’s village w fined 50 rupees and 
sentenced to one month's imprisonment each, while the of four of the 
accused of acttially perpetrating the crimes were sentenced to expulsion under the 
Residence Law. (Chis expulsion order was, however, suspended pending pro! that 
the accused men were in fact Persian and not Iraqi subjects.) Tt h unfortunately 
hot yet proved possible to arrest the ten men actually aceused of committing the th 
offences, namely :— 

Muhammad Khan Kashki, 


Kadkhud: 

Muhammad Kh 

Mi Diraz 

Sayyid Paraj Kalkhani, 
Kahriman Kalkhani 

Ali Reza Muhammad 


fuisheing made for then, aud it is hioped that they will eventually 
be arrested, Finally, the vill Kadir Agha has been ordered to pay 
compensation for the Looted 


flict betweon the Sinjubi and the Ira Prontion Guard. 

This complaint on the part of the Persian authorities refers to an encounter 
between the Iraq police and the Sinjabis (a Persian tribe), during, the af whith 
the formur lost two horses Killed, As the result of a conferénee between Major 
Kedmouds and Hidayatullaly Khai, it was agreed that a joint commission should 
jnvestigate this aflain, Hidayatullal Kian undertaking, i the event of the Sinjabi 


compltint roving tees ale to punish the Sinjabi and drop ail claims arising out 
W the iucident, Major Edmonds undertaking, for his part, that, should the Persian 
lai prove to be justia, Aisiplinany’ actin, would be tik against the culpable 


jurties, aml the 800 mapecs taken Fron Salan Zafar (a Sinjabl chie!y on account of 
thie twe horses killed wanld bo restored to him, ‘The joint commisston visited: the: 
Laneot the ineident and roported that at had, in fict, taken place within Persian 
Territory. The 800 mipees were consequently restored, and diserplinary, action taken 
stint the Iraq officials responsible tor the transgression of the Persian buundary 


4) Seisure uf Treo Blocks of Shoup belonging to Satin Zafar of the Sinjadt hy the 
Tray Police. 
Phe Tragi vmafaniy (collector of grazing tax) with aw party of polic 
1d up flocks, said to fiave mumbored 817 head, ani to haye been found grazing 
ih Tray territory, Twa lundeed of these sheep were detained sis security until the 
swriers hind! paid the full Koda " tay of 4009/8 rupee this 
tuise so to the joint commissions with the result tb itually: shown {hit 
sue of the flocks, numbering S60 head, was seized on the Persian side of the border, 
While the other was seized in Lraq territory, Instructions were therefore given to, 
tho loval authorities to return to tho owners of the first Mock, through the Persian 
Boundary Commissioner, the si) of £80 rupees vollected from. thenr on account of 
Kodie’ aud disciplinary action has been taken against those Iraqi officials 
respousible for this collection 


1 Ewoyeution of Tribal Chiefs, such as Rosi Khan Naivist and Jehangirl 
Kalkioni, who ware accused of Crimes hy the Persian Authorities, 

At first the vac authorities were inolined to think that these cases had best be 

dealt with by compelling the tribal chiefs to live at some distance from the fronticn, 

wi Lhiey met the wishes of the Persian Bronties Commissioner to the extent of 

‘ollie Jehaughval-Kalkhaoi, (Lt should be noted that this man was forced to 

{uit Tag, territory, and did not, as he-apparently maintains, leave of his own 

(icord). The case of Reza Khan Natriai, who was decused of carrying off some400 
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Was settled: by “fash” (tribal custom), and. the damage assessed at 
1,664 rupees, OF this sum, 1,000 rupees was recoverable from the tribesmen who 
crossed over into Lraq with Reza Khan Nairizi, and 664 rupees by the F 
quthoritics from the tribesinen implicated who had remamed at Zuhali in Pe 
territory: 

















fh, Seigurv of «Block of Sheep by the Lray Police from Kaka Khan Kalhur 


‘This case was reported by Major Edmonds, hut does not seem, at any time te 











Haye been the subject of an official complaint on the part of the Persian Govern 
nent, ‘The circumstances were that the Traq police trespassed across the Persian: 
frontier andl seized flock of 1,034 sheep, of which 128 were detained as security for 





te payment of a" kod” tax of 500 rupees, As soon as this case caine 10 th 
notice of the higher Iraq officials immediate orders were given for the repayine 

Kaka Khan Kalbur of the sum, collected, and! for disciplinary action ty be taken 
iiuauinst the Traqi potice responsible for the tra 














6 Murr of two Persian Soldiers near Kasr-t Shirin 














‘Phe Persian authorities contend that these murders (which took place in 
December 1025) were conimitted fy; servants of an Iraqi called Isinail Kalantar, 
named: 

Vahabi Kadir Thrabim 

Vahaly Khide Arab; and 

Hassan 
‘Phese men have been arrested, but no wvidence against 5 
coming, Phe enquiry is, however, still being pursued 





7. Seizure of an Tray Caravan by Persinn Customs Officials near Haish Kura 

th danuity of this year Porsian customs officials (on what pretext is 1 
penetrated sone distance into Trtq territory and impotined Mie woods of anv Trag 
vrravan near a place called Haushi Kura, ‘The matter was referred to a joint com 
mission, consistiiye of Hidayatullaly Khan aud the Kanakan of Khanikin, who 
Visited the xcene of the inéident and reported that it hid, in fact, taken place in 
Trug,, Ie was, therefore, expected that the Persian Customs Administration would 
ab ance wurrenden the goods seized, and possibly deal appropriately with those of its 
employees who had been responsible for a tran bai of the frontier; aml an 
ntortunate tuapression was created by the refasal of the Porstin customs to hand 































vor the goods unless suitable deduction was made for s dues, Lt hi 

however, heen pointed out-to the Acting Minister for Foreign Mffairs that, whatever 
grounds of complaint.the Morsiau Customs may have mr 
is absolutely tio. justification for the charge of custotts due E iv La 





Day and the nttontion of the Administrator-General of the Persian Customs hia 
site been draw to this point. It is, therefore, hoped that the customs will with 
diay thiir demand, surrender the goods, aud wcknowledge that they acted in an 
illegal manner, 














8, Roblery from thi Main Road of same Wooden Teterraph Pole 

‘These potes were tiwiced by the Persian military to the village ut teu 
Kilantars fut the incident wag closed by the discovery by the Lraq autliorities that 
this village Was in Persian territory 











(E)—Mandali Area 
1. Pransgressions of the Bvontier 


In January 1925 a Persiau ollcer, accompanied by a number of soldinrs from the 
Porsian forces in Pusht-i-Kcub visited Mandali for the purpose of obtaining supplies 









Aud lenuanded the assistance of the Kaimakan in securing the return of certain 
deserter Later (in April), ‘another officer and several soldiers arrived in Mandali, 





(here they were disarmed by the local authorities, but given back thelr arms on 
setivion that they rectossed the frontier immediately» In April a troop of Persian 
Salty conveyed a letter to AH Kuli Khany-one of the sous of the Valt of Pushtst 
Kuh, who yas ‘at Imam Reza in Iraq territory, while in May, ty 
pesutred of armed Persian soldiers visiting Ali Gharbi fon the pur 
letters, 








instances 
posting 











war Mandati 

During the course of 19: 
of Mandalt by robber bands operating from 
Uf these outrages were the work of Persians and some of Tragis who had ed over 
She Persian border, ‘Three eases, (2) to (c), in which Persians, and two, (d) and (1), 
ti which [ragis, were the aggressors, are outhined below 








were committed in the neighboutliood 
es in Saumar and Pusht-i-Kuh, Some 


















was attacked on the 15th February, 192 
hurs, who demanded money and shot hint 






urbindaatar, an Lragi, 
Jobel Kotte by three Ki: 
e reftised to deliver any 
(b) Four Iraqis, named Hassan-bin-Sadik, Gholamlin- Hussein, <Fanshir bin 
Rashid and Iias-bin-Aziz of the Karawolons tribe were, while coming from Nuit 
Hah on the 14th October, 1925, attacked and relieved of thein property. by # 
Sf Lun outlays led by Mama Zaman and Sultan Muhammad Phe police i 
Nait Khaneh pursued the outlaws up the Jebel Karya-and killed one, but w 
inable to recover any of the stolen property 
(e) dumalinSaid Jassem, “Muban 


















(ebin-Asad Baga and. Fattalebin 












Karin, of Mandili, we ined by eight Lars while coming from Sammars The 
Traq. police came uj) ax the meident was occurring, living slarte and Waitali-hin 
Heer chot by the bandits, who succeeded in making good thor escape, thong 





) rlipees” wor 
Govetuor of Luristan, who asked that the vietins might 
Vlentaty. the bandits. ‘The plaintifis, however, refused to 
(id) Several Tragi camelinen; whose beasts ind heen seized hy. the: Penstaty 
smilie weore coming hack to Leaq Qvithout their camels), down the siutnun valley 
aieanc both December, TI24, when they: were attacked: by a taund of outlaws adit 
Ritts ali relieved then of 44 rupees in property dnd cash, and subsequently fled 
Ao Mirdets The mimes uf these robbers, who were mostly of the Traqiy Bent 
Wais tribe, are as follows 


Mulamiad-al-Abmad (Al Sawa 
Redhy Mubammad-al-Ahmad 

Zyidan-biny-Khalat-al- Bargouth 
NadawisJassem-bin-Mubammad. 


of loot was recovered. ‘The local Lraty authorities wrote to the 
Sersent to hin in order to 

















eh tribe) 








fe) Acearavan coming fiomeSaumar was atticked near Naywnank on 
Tuth Gotobe Shy a fund of six Iraqi onthins under the leadership oF one 
Nasnulla of the Karawolons. ‘The wu rewotied by the police, but during the 


Mig one of thetuares belonging to it was killed! ‘The band apparently made off 














ny The situation in the Samar disteigt has recently een aggravated by the 
foruntion daring Lie month of May of the present year of aban of fugitive Tutt 
Reenter te leadership of a cortain Mubsinsbin-Abjal, ‘Tig band, whiel 
Which cousists of 


Molisin-bin-Abjal of the Beni Wars, 
Jtuhiaim-bin-Abjal of the Bent Waus, 
Haunid-bitte-Rabie of the Boni Wais, 
Mahal-in-Hassan-al-Matek of the Beni: Wits, 
Nasrullacot the Beni Wais, 

Mut ib-bin-Naj'ah of the Beni Rabi 
Zaid Diu-Khalet-nl:Bargonth) of the Nada 
Abiebinedowad-al-Haz of the Agha, 














smnitted ontrayes using the month of May, details OF whieh ae! expected 






(P) -Kawsistan Area 


1. Raids by the Havaizah Uribe wear Amarah 

Tn Febrnary 1925 a/raid was inde by Wadisil-Matiawi of the Bent Salib section 
of this tribe on the Nawalil of Iraq certain amount of money taken, A sorne= 
adler raid ocurred in the following June, when a party of thirty: horsemen 
iio Assad, made a descent on Lrag territory and penetrated as 
camels belonging, to a certain Ghatival-Abd-al- 
‘nels vere subsequently restored, but the Minister for 
{to cause the offenders to be punished: 







































Affairs was teque 
[15791] ein 
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2. Prnsyression of the Brontiér near Duirari) 

In March 1025 4 Persian Government ollcial with te 
frontier te 
h 


ty. soldiers ere 

sipuweeti and stayed at the Tort of Falih-al-Bunaiyan, stating that He 

Mito inspect boundaries; Avprotest made to the Trime Slinistey re alted in 

ed apology for this iieideut. It was alleged that the troops hw erossed the 
he boundary marks not being visible 
















3. Selsure of Shoop near Kurnah 
In May 1025 a certain Huse 





bin-Bani of Zubair, a trader in she 
have purchased 188 head of sheep in Kurnal,, While bringin those down 1 Basra 

ee was, stopped at a place called Kut Snsvaidi, sonme 6 miles west OF the 
Te ee ts, who fad cotue over the fronticr in three cars, The 
Ho eer tie: aieep and drove ther off in the diredtion of Mohammeral 
Appeared that the Persian customs suthorities were convuncedl Ut the 2 
teen amg into Tra in order to escape export duty. This way on 4s 2 th 
Hoe ete ut it seas probible that the frontier was transgressed in oFGr ty 
test the seizure, ii spite of the declaration of the local Pe sustoms 
ehtar that no tranagression hid taken place, At ull events, the sheep Ws 
Nokammoral, and it does not appear that the: Traq authorities were 
obtaining any compensation 




















1. Incidents arising onb of tho Rebellion dt Mohammertth 
Though iv is unnecessary: here to trace th 
Mohammerah in duly 1925, 08 £0 divell on 
ae (tue to consicler that Uve outbreak: wis inspired by synipattis 
With the Sheikh of Moliaammerah at Basta i where, andl 
Trai Goverment oF widing wut abetting: the rebels, it way perhiap 
sike- of cainpleteness, to outline the ictal casey oF bean 
eveault of the efforts of the Bersian tnilitary fo pues 
Arabs 
(ia) ‘Uhie: isha of Urn Khsasit yas ial 
Port ii saldiony, asmed with ruichine ans, on the 27th uly, The soldiers Hert 
On the villagers, casing some casuities, and ry measures by arnied Aras 
or dvonle prevented hy thenctioof the focal mudin, Eentually, on repression 
eer orTa bythe brag. nutlorities, the troop were wihidrayi aid thie eller 
connmnandinge Rinvzistan apologised 
) As Persians gunboat (operating fr 
the fray village of Buyarin, Killing i cow quently tratispired that thi 
fine was divested against Arabs who "at 
eee atunces ecurred in thedays following the revolt of interferon 
ny Puaian troops with hoa ti or bellams crossing the Shittel Aral) ts Persia te 
ized ul to return while in 1 
Fag Tis conaditiiting w violation.of the frontier, which by the termsiof & Ture 
Porat convention Tad been dofived ws running mark of the 
Shatt on the Persian shore 
(d.), On the Lith. August Persian tro} 
of the Shatt anid fired from boats on msure 
Te is noteworthy that propos) for a-joint cont 
connected swith the purstit of fugitive Arals wis 
ceaeinaple by the Government of Iraq. Tt nes mot Seans: Nowexer, hat thi 
commission was actually instituted. 
vith regard to the minierons complaints nude by the Pers 
the Traq authorities syere burbouring rebels. and refusin 
to re ea only necessary to point out thut (1) the Tray Criminal Code didnot at 
Hearty provide for the prosecution itt Iraq of persons acensel of offeness conte 
outside the country; @) the es ere NF political offences ouly. and were 
Site rMhe event of their beitig Persian silbjecte—not capable of Leing extradited 
tinder the terms of the Provisional Extradition Agreement 


causes of the Auth) revolt at 
is whack induced the Y 
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Inoiidents at Kamiseh 

(a) On. the Gth December, 1 an sentry at Komuse (near 
Mobkiotah) fired at a man, who tailed to answer his ehallenge and ss 
sliot dead, the murderer escaping over the canal which 








in return 





e fornis thie border between 
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Persia and Trag. Subsea seatioity failed to bring the criminal to Tight 
Pere ineident wns closed on the local Persian Olicer, Commanding Sati that ity 
But te othe [rag althorities had done their best and that he attacked ne political 
significance to the occurrence. 

(b,) At the end of January 1 

















4) complaints were reveived from the Perstin 
Government of periodical Wy Lraqi Arabs across the border in the neighbour 
eee gical Later reports, however, revealed the fuel that the ‘ait wit 
noe Oe ea eaE of an intrigue betyseen Persian. trogps sad local Tandon: in 

Ye rea other landowners and obtain possession of their properties, | Ton" 
oer rietman Hred a few rounds at a Persian post, and then told the 
ot te Araby were atiackirig, and offered their assistance. ATT the persons 
{nvolved were Persian subjects: 




























sh. Retations beticern the Matessurif of Amirah anc the Gorernor af Disful 
letters addressed by the. Mutestarif’ of Amarahl to the, Governor of Distal 
sceanngy the lain for looted Cimber on the part of a certain’ AU pin-Daw way 
He a ie Ehuwraizah raid menvioned sn the first part of paragraph (1) t 
er oa ned unatiawered ay ddl several other communications omsimiay Mater 
ee tom inporiance. The matter was referred to the Persian Ministeh of War, but 
Seay tan Tehmaspi fell shortly jften, and. it is probnble that noth 
recnear not typical, such cases of lack of co-operation are at Leyst eotnmon 





















Sheikkhs Patih and Mujain 
tn De ‘Sheikh Balileal-Bunaiyan of the Beni, ani, who had been 
dispossessed oF the lands white he farmed in Lag owing U0 hs mismanagement of 
Tee le Persian boner near Duwwarij, and sale overtures to the Sveri 
erie thie result att the estate of Dania ww made over to Hit Me 
coeraaddition, provided with a number of Persian troops and subordimite 
‘ernment allicial to assist him ay the collect 
iin camtottigtil position yas later taken away fron him). tn requesting that the 
LN etre Persian covernment sbiould: be dave to this matters the Arua 
Tre Conunigsiner for rag, stated thntt ati) wus reported to be AGREES 
cae sor in their dlegiance to Shoikb Muftin (to whom had teen allorted 
ae cate oF Duvwariy, stich id been vacated ty Fal), ML Bourton added 
Pe ec ermonce ot sheik Fatih on the frontier was clearly) « eatse of say 
expressed the-wist that, ifjpossible, anethiy and in sami Cases, the 
Se Tellone the exannple of Lrag and not allow refuges Uo Hye int 
a ae trontier, where tein presence wats very Jikely to Kea to trouble 
tae reruns to this effect were made to he Aetinys Minister, for, Horeigh 
Cees ti nsiven, bevond:a fora wekuowleznnente Nk revelyenl: | Therese 
Net ae expected ntbrenk of hustitities Hetven steikis Wahl ath 
AIAfie Buch party -ectns to hinve deoused the other of bet guresson but the 
Hee of rababitity, séemis tos ictine toyards talih. Woweren, tie Vorsian 
Halatics of Traete speci aecusations,nuainst, Mtfting to, tiny effest: that: Ne ad 
tried off 9,000 cattle and rots from Falah and killed four men. 
HE ee the moral is thie refugees sont he removed Trom the neighlyur 
ood of tho frontier 































































in uf the Krontion near Kita 
Trlatuary 2a Posriny soldier and polices entered the vill 

Teng aad arrested certain) Towauni-bin-Bedir, takin 

Atartiry ottagennnt af suit filed against hin dita Per 
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fh Aital i 
im amder escort {0 
‘unint 











9. Sheikh Mahodar 

A. qhesresult of wm aftyay aibicl ocoirred im Me 1026 Rone 20 cues to he Wes) 
Cae tice duacinent of Persian troops whieh lad een sent bs elie 
taxes swas attacked dnd ot ies ly Arabs, Sheikh Mabodar of the Ayesha tribe 
He eemto Treat and setuied near Kntaiban, southeast of Tartan onthe Shh 
Fore ee cas remeved to Bugra, inden the ‘Tribal Dispute, Regulaons The 
ate liarammerat! issued a the Cia) proclamations culling on al tres 
to arrest Sheikh Mahodiar tf idl i is expected that the Persitn Government 
will apply: for his extradition 
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38 
Conclusion 


Tv is hardly. possibly to arrive at more than one conclusion after perusal of 
Ule foregoing incidents, and that is the necessity of co-operation between the local 
iiuthorities on both sides of the border. ‘This is no doubt easier said than done; and 
it may well be that Oriental suspicion on the Persian side will take some time to 
remove and oceasiou disappointment at luck of response co straight au fair dealing, 
such as was recently employed tiy the Iraq authorities in regard to the series of 
ineidents near Khamikin., At the same time, it ean hardly be doabte 
policy is the one to pursue, and if it were possible to cause Persia 
missioners of the same ability and character as Hidayatullah Khan (see paragraph D. 
uote) to be appointed for other sections of the frontier and to create Lraqi opposite 
numbers for them, it seems very probable that the large niajority c incidents 
would be sticeessfully liquidated without any reference to, higher authorities, and 
strain on good relations which is thereby sometimes entailed. Tu the present chaotic 
and headless state of the Persian Ministry of War, it is perhaps unlikely th 
conymissioners will be appointed on the Persian side; but it is to be hoped that some 
such arrangement Will not long be delayed 

Te may. very: naturally be lield thit any dutable solution of frontier ditficul 
depends on the conclusion between Iraq and Persia of a treaty situilarto that recently 
signed) between Tray and Turkey, Stich a treaty would Li the 
of formal recognition of the Tray State hy Persia, This re 
Koen so long delayed, and may with such probability Ie delayed 

perhaps evehtunllly he found desirable to,erideayont to conclude 
Mronticn Agreement, similar to tho Provisional Extradition \y 
hention has already been made, and which is, on thy whole, working satisfac 


iLADWYN JEBB 
Tuly V1, 1920. 
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Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain — (Received August 3.) 
(No. 330) 
Sir, Gullick, Judy 14, 1926. 

1 VISITED Vossnk-ed-Dowleh this morning at the Ministry of Finance, THis 
Highness is the only member of the present Cabinet with whom it is profitable to 
exchange impressions, and on this occasion 1 found him more than usually disposed 
to speale with confidence and good sense, ur conversation had passed from curront 
topies to the more general question of Persian conditions, and Thad indicated that it 
appeared lamentable to me that the present, phnse of rich opportunity should be fadin 
gradually from Persia’s history with nothing accomplished, nothing even essaye 

ess ihight not again present itself; Persia might not aiain 
be able to exploit tlle fayourable conjunction offered by a comparatively quiescent 
Russia and a friendly England ; and how sad it seemed that the opportunities afforded 
by external seourity’ and! ty financial independence should romain so sterile, that the 
rey which should have accompanied the change of régime should be manifested 

ly in the oppressive peoulation of the proviuicial generals 
His Highness stated that he fully shared these impressions, and that the 
consideration of them sometimes filled him with despair, His personal position was 
particularly galling; he knew, aud could say 90 without incurring the charge of vanity, 
that hs himself, if given full scope, could rapidly initinte and carry through @ programing 
Of reform which, while modest in appearancs, would be the seed of fture harvests, 
‘The task was by no means impossible; the opportunity was supremely: favourable ; 
and pared sith foree and moderation to-entry i through, He had nat 
however, been enabled to secure the confidence of His Majesty the Shab, He had, 
since his return t ir Perey Loraine, spared no effort to 
dosos but the i uiions of His Majesty, realising. that Vossuk’s advent 
to power might restrict their present opportunities for intrigue and simony, were 
determined, it seemed, to provent any siich consummation. And thus, though, he 
find boon granted more than one audience with His Majesty, the sinister influencd of 
© whatever harnony had been attained. His 
i that the Shah would sooner or later eall upon hitn to forin 
wever, was that the juirpose underlying 
uch A sumtnons would be, not to secure a strong and progressive adininistration, but 
by trivial obstruction, to discredit’ the reputation and popularity which his Highness 
Belinyliedl that halivaa howl hy evolve tuiimas Sioind Ho 
fige the offer except on his own terns and thus visk confirming His Majesty in the 
suspicious which he had absorbed? Or should he accept the offer without conditions 

kc the subsequent discredit which ho apprehended’? 
Tssid that such ad Hy: exist wns indoud perplexing and’ tliat 
ly trust that his Highness was underestimating the Shah's patriotism aud 
“I do not know the Shah,” lie answored, At this moment cannot 
| you whetlier it would be possible for me to establish with him relations of eontidones, 
All that [know is that, in the interests of the country and in the interests of the 
resent régime, it is essential that he and I should work togetlier.” I then enquired 
Aivatles le eouldinol diacovar any basis foxsdimernuoll undoratunding, lo replied that 
Hie hud had an ides (it was only an idea) of offering the Shahn free hand to reform the 
army, if His Majesty in return would give him ax Prine Minister, @ free haud in civil 
matters, Texpressed the hope that his Highness would feel able to follow up this 

‘eption, and that the recent events at Khorasan would! have convinced His Majesty 
Df the need of abandoning his seclusion and either assuming control himself or entrusting, 
control to bands less palsied than those of the Ministers whom hy had hitherto selected, 
Tadded that, aliough Tfelt sure that you would uot wish this Legation to depart from 
your policy of notantervention, and slthough it would be a grave error wero I t 
inontion Vossuk-ed-Dowleh to His Majesiy; yot fu a negative sense hy could count on 
His Majesty's Government to do: notiing which might render his task moro difficult, 
Our mnin desiderats had already in prineple boon aosypted by previous Governments, 
we should certainly expect his Hightess to secure their liquidation ; didnot foresee, 
however, that, in the event of his assuming office, any new demands nov already, 
formulated would be made on him by His Majesty's Government which would be likely 
to prove embarrassing, 





-ed-Dowlely ihat: Angle Pomian relations caused him 
inxiety. Such anglophobia us still existed in the country was parasitic and not org. 
Te nibuee tecdetoy oF Peas, a tendeniey merely interrupted in 1907, was towards 
close relations with'Great Britain, So fir from repudiating his own reputation as an 
‘anglophil, he woud reafiiri it; it was not from this direction that le foresaw difliculty 
it was merely the suspicions and the apparent. jealousy of the Shah that caused him to 
Taste He fe cius Ws ati foes nee holiday to the clearer atmosphere of 
Deimayend; he would think over the matter without either rancour or pessimism ; 
‘and he would return from his expedition with a clear decision as to his own future 
5, A copy of this despatch his been sent to the Government of India and to His 
Majesty's High Commissioner for Iraq, Bagdad, fee 
havo, ko. 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 





( B 4550/95/34) No. 32; 
Mr. Nicolson tu Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Receired Awyust 8.) 


(No, 336, Secret ) 
Sin, Tehran, July 17, 192 
PAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of Intelligence Summiaty No, 1 
for the period ending the 10th July, 1926, compiled by the military attaché to this 
Legatic 
T have, &e 
HAROLD, NICOLSON 


losure in Ny. #2 


Intelligencer Summary No, WS for the Pariod ending Fuly 10, \ 
(Secret,) 
Khorasan, 


1 hh situation in Kho been a cause of considerable ansiety to the 
Persian Government since the of the tuouth, and although evetits have 
considerably alleviated that anxiety, sone uncertainty regarding the exact. position 
Still prevails, Owing: to various causes the énifovmation thit has reached Teltran hit 
Deen Vague dnd sometimes eontradictory, and nore authentic reports may necessitate 
modification of the followin, uocount, which is necessarily ineompl i 

Tt uppears tht about the 30th June information reached Meshed that ‘the 

ison (About 300) of Maraveh Teppeh, one of the Persian frontier posts on the 
Atrok River, east. of Chat, had: mutinied, and, led by a young officer. Lieutenant 
Sular Jang, had captured Incha, of which the garrison (about 500) had Hed, aud 

uached Bujmied, where the local troops joined the mutineers. ‘There were vague 
shorts that they were accompanied by mumbers of Russian ‘Turkomans, and it w 
in any case, feared that the Persian Turkomins would juin them in force. The 
General Officer Commanding the Division telegraphed to Tehran for 
immedinte help, stating, it is unde the sittiation was very serious, and 
that he could not rely on the troops of the Meshed garrison, The Bahidur Regime 
of Lifantey (1,200 strong) was accordingly despatched hy miotor transport, hastily 
commandeered, on the morning of the Ist July, and the Aha Regiment of Infantry 
on the 6th, Five aeroplanes have also been sit to Mesled 

On or about the 2nd July, the rebels occupied Shirvan, jd Kucban ou the 1 
Meanwhile, 600 of the troops from ‘Telivan had reached Mestied on the 6th, 
day or so later had occupied Chinaran, 40 miles north-west of Meshed, which ic 
considered to be in no intmediate danger 

Definite opinions cannot be expressed until more authentic information ix 
available, but the probability seems to be emerging that the revolt has been little 
amore thant a demonstration hy the troops agaitist the won-recsipt of pay, While it te 
Probable that Russian propagandi. has been directed towards encouraging the spirit 
of rebellion, there is as yet able evidence that any material assistance trom 
Russian soitrees reached the rebels, and it appears probable that there ie no truth ty 
the story of the advance into Persia of Russian Tiirkomans, Discontent. at 





fecelving no pay for many months and resentment against the divisional commander 
on account of the large sums he is popularly supposed to have amassed for himself, 
seem to be almost suilicient explanation of the m is sentiments of the troops, 
The divisional commander would, in these cireumstances, naturally wish to accuse 
the Russians of inciting a rebellion for which his own actions may have been largely 
responsible. But there certainly was a danger that the spirit of revolt would rapidly 
spread to the other troops of the div ion, and that Russians, Persian Turkomans ov 
anti-Shah parties would endeavour to prt ty prevailing disorder, The extent 
to which Persian Turkomans have joined the rebels is unknown, nor is there any 
authentic information regarding the strength of the rebel forces 


Mazanderan. 


2, tlie Russians are reported to have taken possession —more or less forcibly’ 
of the fisheries at Meshed-i-Sar: 


Gilan, 
9. The Turkish vice-consulate at Resht closed 


Turkoman Country 


4 Since the military occupation the western portion of the Turkoman country, 
‘ihra, bas been opened up ina way that it has never heen open before, Motor 
Tene Gana dasaes freely between Bandar Gaz and Astarabid and Gumesh 
Aepveh: Gunbadsi-Kabus and’ Khojen Nafas, ‘The ridge on the Gurgan at Ak 
Kaleb hing been repaired, and. a young town (Pahlevi De}), is springing up ther 
Reyer Ak Kaleh and Gumesh Teppeh a new town: is growing up in the middle of 
the Sahira, 
this, a competent observer, who hns lately returned from that area, w 
Ft impressed by the stability of the situation and considers that any weakeniig oF 
Secupation would result in immediate disorder 
ie Persian forces on the Atrek River, west of Chat, were reinforced 
bya force of 300 cavalry with guns. “This was due to raids into Porsin 
e bech made by Persian Turkomans who had taken refuge in, Soviet 
territory, but there is reason to lelieve that this movement of troops enuised soine 
ansiety to the Soviet authorities, Tt is reported that an aerial reconnnissanee it 
nade daily by Soviet machines, 


Azerbaijan, 


5. Some further details are now available regarding the mutiny: of the Salmus 
Rarrison. It appears that after murdering—in cold blood-—the officer command: 
aid attempting to murder bis satellite, the Governor, the troops, who were led by 
certain lieutenant, a native of the Ca ucasus, confiscated about 5,000 tomans from the 
juin, of which the greater part came trom Aror and. Zukgostorg ollices,, two 
Soviet commercial concerns: but they did not indulge in indiscriminate looting nor 
Wy serions attack made on the civilian population, ‘They then evacuated the 
town and proceeded to Khoi, where, being unopposed by the small local garrison of 
40-50 men, they arrested the commandant and 
the cash in the Gove went offices—F The 
ined left: Khoi 
Is Julfa, ku, aind about 250 
remaining in the vi Khoi, Tt is reported that, on the arrival of troops from 
Tabriz, the greater pa tig od 
No definite et available, but, according to. reports 
from Khoi and Urumia, the situation is ndw quiet, Oxer fifty of the rebel ttoops 
have been executed. 


ion to support this 

mia were taken by 

means a proof of Bolsheviks innocence, ‘The 

seen to have heen, as previously stated, dislike of the 

commanding officer and discontent at non-receipt of pay. ‘The behaviour of the 

troops does not appear to have shown any symptoms of Bolshevism, At the same 

Lime, Russian propaganda working on the general discontent may lave precipitated 
matters 





7. Tt is reported that Sartip Mohamed Hussein Khan, the present General 
Officer Commanding the North-Western Division, has been replaced. by Amir 
Lashkar Ahmed Agha, who was in 1924 General Officer Commanding the Western 
Division during the operations against the Ltrs, and has subs 

Officer Commanding. the Gendarmerie. 

Although the divisional commander is ky no means wholly hlamewarthy for the 
Unsatisfactory, state of his division, his’ removal is advisable owing to his 

liciency and tactless behaviour 

Soaring the disturbances at Salmas and Khoi, Simko sent an offer of help to 
the military authorities, ‘This may not have been genuine, but, in any ease, heldid 
Hot attempt to\ profit by the prevailing disorder heyond looting sonie sheep. from 
Omar Khan. He is reported to have restrained the Kurds from going to Satmas or 
Khoi. 

§,  Mhe Turkish military attaché is still in Western Azerbaijan, [t is reported 
that he is to be met there by the Persian military attaché from Angora and that 
together they are to investigate certain frontier incidents which have occurred in 
the past and which have been subjects of complaint of both Governments 

10, Tt is reported im the press that representatives of the Malagan sect of the 
Caucasus have arrived in Tehran to negotiate with the Persian ent for thi 
settlement of i colony of their sect in Western Azerbaijan (see also paragraph 5 
of Summary No. 81 of 1925), 

M1. ‘To judge by the vigour of the propaganda being conducted 4 inst the 
Proposed trade route from Azerbaijan to Iraq, vid Rowandur,. the prospect of its. 
construction is unpleasing, to the Russians, They are, however, finding it dificult 
fo produce convincing arguments against it 

12. Th is reported, but requires confirmation, that the Russians have heen 
making advances to Persian’ Kurdish chiefs of the Maku district, and that n few of 
these chiefs had recently visited Nakchevan and hon treited with wreat Honour 


Tehran, 


18, Tho sixth Parliament was opened by the Shah on the 1th July 

MM. ‘Phe outbreaks in Azerbatjan and Rhiorasai, referre 
momar, one aya P neral fling of discontent prevailing throngh 
Out the army ait the failure of the military authorities to pay. the for many 
months. ‘The War Office now has not the money to pay hip these arrears, although 
it has received regularly month by month trom the Treasurer General ite allotment 
ats nuthorised in the budget: How this has been misspent few know. Appeals to 
Di, Millspaugh for an extra credit have hitherto hoon met with a eutegoriegl deni 
hie Hopes that the present situation will lead to is securing control wf War Oflec 
oxpenditure. 

15. ‘The Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Finance, Mirza Seyyid Mohamed 
Khan Nasir, was assassinated in his office by an ex-employee of the Finance 
Departiient with a grievance over his dismissal, ‘The murderer committed suicide 

16, Faruki (Zoka-ul-Mutk), the Minister for War, has left for Europe via 
Russia, It is reported that. he has been charged with a special mission to Mescow 
nd it is rumoured that he may he appointed Persian Ambassador there 

17, _All'motor vehicles plying for hire in Tehran have heen commandeered for 
the transport of troops to Khorasin 

18, Tt is understood that there are four candidates from America for the post 
Of railway engineer, and thatsit has heen offered to one of them, Mr Molitor. ‘The 
Majlis, it will be remembered, sanctioned the engagement of one American and one 
German for railway construction. 

‘The German is to be employed on the Shah's pet xeheme for an iron foundry, Tt 
is reported that suitable candidate his rvard nnd that he may: leave for 
Persia shortly. 

19," There is no doubt that the Soviet Ambassador is endeavouring to 1 
Situation in Khorasan as an argument to induce the Shah and the Perstan 
ment into a frame of mind: favourable to the settlement of certain outstanding 
questions, of which the most important from the Russian point of view are the 
Caspian Fisheries, the Northern Frontier Customs Tariff, atid the vonehtsion o 
commercial agreement. There is, moreover, little donht that the Persian Govern 
ment is already inn mood to settle up with the Russians 

20, ‘The rumour regarding the "lost ian troops (see paragraph 15 of 
Summary No, 8) has been revived in connection with the reports of the incursion of 


to elsewhere in thi 


the 
orn: 
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Persian troops 
ns are said to be the lost troops in disguise. 
sian propaganda for the present is being conducted by agents whose 

connection with the Soviet authoriti sated, It is mainly directed towards 
aronsing discontent with the existing régime, and Communistiv’ preaching is ear 
fully excluded. Persian Communistic organisations are, for the time being, tot 
beitig encouraged to activity. 

22. Husseinoff, lately Soviet vice-consul at Tehran, has been appointed vonsul 
at Barferash, 

23. Michael Stepanovitch Verestchagin, who was in charge of Russian 
political intelligence at Tabriz, has been transferred to the stall oF the Ruesin 
Valery inte 


Kazrin. 
24. The Russian vico-consulate at Kazvin was closed on the 4th July 


ah, 


5. ‘The detachment of the North-Western Division, abiont 1,000 strong, which 
uid been on service with the Western Division since September last (see Summary 
igraph 14, of 1925), has left Kermanshali to return to ‘Pabriz,._ Sin 

it has been the intention that these troops, when freed trom tleit commit 
ments elsewhere, should march, back to Tabriz, via Juantud, Pavan, Avromat hii 
Merivan, to secure the submission of the Kurdish chiefs, aid, perhaps, disarin the 
tribes. ‘The detachment is, however, avoiding this area on its return mntvh (ecwalay 
paragraph 20/of Summary No. 18), 

W A. K FRASER, Major, 1A... 


Military Attaché, 
Gulhike, July W. 1926. 
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Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.— (Received Auguat 3.) 


Gulhek, July 17, 1926, 

T HAVE the houour to inform you that on the 11th duly the sixth Muflie gay 
formally opened by His Imperial Majesty the Shall, who delivered the speuch ol whiee 
T enclose a translation herein, 

is thereon wjourned till the 12th August. 
T hinvey 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


——————— 


Enclosure in No, ay. 


Speech of His Imperial Majeaty the Shaki on Opening the Sieth Majlis. 
(Pranslation.) 

IP is with the greatest satisfaction and with a devout prayer for divine nsslatanca 
that T open the first. Majlis on amy reign and tho sixth singe tho establishment ot 
parlinmentary institutions, T havo eomplete confidence that mg. rela bee of the 
tesnt momentous events in accordance with the five choice of my beloved! nation, will 
lead to the revival of the past glories aud prosp ity of the nntion, nd that i will be 


the good fortune of the Deputies of this Majlis, by pursuing « course in consonance 
with ational ideals, to make Persia prosperous within and respected without, 

Happily our relations with foreign Powers are of the most friendly and. sincuro 
character: It is satisfuctory to note that the now treaty with ‘Turkey confirma one 
uations with that country and safeguards our common interests. Further, by tear 
of the signature of a conimereial treaty we will be placed on the best of tense, with 
Poland. “Both these treaties will shortly be submitted to the Majlis for ratitication, 

be measures whieli the Goveroment took last year to’ ensute. food. aupplion 
(Garwed this anxieties of the peo in rogard to the vety poor harvest, May Alnsp ty 
Gout give effect to our prayers concerning the construction aud repair of such rade te 
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may serve as n memorial of my reign, and, with the improvement in transport facilities 
this effzeted, may all anxiety in regard to food supplies permanently disappear. 

T would urge the Deputies to pay during this session the yreatest attention to 
economic problems of national importance. ‘The Government, for its part, will prepare 
Bills dealing with the construction of railways and roads, the exploitation of tli 
natural resources of the country, the encouragement of arts and industries, 

ll for the development and improvement of auriculture, and will submit the: 
Majlis for approval, 

Tt is, one of my principal objects to reform the Government departments and to 
implify the conduct of national aifairs, thereby furthering civic a progress, 

lhe Government has been urgently recommended to place bet fajlis. Bills 
embodying such reforms, 

Pically, Dinvite the Deputies to put forward their united efforts in onler to solve 
the problems which T have ontlined, and T pray to God toassist them in the execution 
of the duties which they have undertaken towards the nation. 





[B 4553/195/34) No. 34. 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain, —(Receiced August 3.) 

(No. 341.) 

Sin, Galhek, July V2, 1926, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 170 of the 12th July, 1 have the honour to 

transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch from the military attaché to this 

Legation on the subject of the recent mutinies in Azerbaijan and Khorasan. The 

military: aspects of these two risings are fully analysed in Major Praser’s report: it 

to. consider what political conclusions may’ he deduced from a situation this 


Tt cannot be denied that these incidents, justifying ns they have done the 
severest oritios of the new régime, have produced in, Tehran a mood of disappoint 
ment bordering on dismay, The Kajar dynasty, it js angie, had its faults of 
weakness and corruption, but it also had its traditions. ‘The new régime, so say the 
pessimists, while making no apes to the innate conversatisin of the Persian people, 
14 1s Weak, as corrupt and as oppressive as its predecessor, It had been expected 
that Resa Shati would justify his usurpation by giving to his country internal and 
oxternitl security, aswell as the blessings of justicn and economie progress. ‘Tliese 
hopes have proved illusive. ‘Tle Shuli, while hesitating to govern himself, refuses 
to allow anyone else'to do so: the civil administration hus been paralysed, the army 
has been allowed to disintegrate No refornis whatsoever lave heen introduced; the 
Tapacity and oppression of the younger generals are reflected in the cupidity of the 
Shah himself And meanwhile the Russian Government can afford to. wat 1 
‘wait, confident that it is morely 


Were pro- 
Te must be |. however, 
Pat 


property ing 
other than his own; he has already di pi, his popular 
‘and efficient Minister of Ware such arrogance and suspicion augue ill for his event 
co-operation with Vossuk, Nor is it easy to understand his policy of allowing full 
licence to the provineial generals, while relying for the defence of his own dynasty 
uupon the more pampered regiments at Tehran. It is not surprising that in such civ 
cumstances even so deliberate an optimist ax Dr. Millspaugh should feel disconeerted, 
Or that so detached an observer as the German Minister should consider that Hix 
Majesty has been bewildered and demoralised hy either his addict pium or by 
the high altitudes to which he bas attained. The 

Reza Shah has, m fact, lost that strength and vision which dist 

career, For the moment it can only be said that his most consis teristic 
hag always been to keep his own counsel, to shroud himself in long periods of sullen 
rumination, and then to act with force, rapidity and good sense, ‘The period of his 
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eclipse in 19: galinst any rash assumption of his mental 
and moral cola it is possible th 1924, he will again emerge from his 
seclusion and again recover his damaged popularity’ and his waning prestige. 

4. Any anal fhe situation based upon the presumed decay of the Shal 
powers would thus be premature, if not wholly misleading. The tangible facts which 
emerge from the present crisis are that the new army is not, as we had hoped, reliable, 
and that the Russi still in the position to blackmail the Persian Government 

ts of frontier distur Such a condition of affairs is: undoubtedly 
due thei Phe recent 


must be imposed upon the provine 
manifested in the nulitary budget can only Millspaugh and Vossuke 
ed-Dowleh in their efforts to place th under the Ministry of Finance, The 
crisis hasbeen sharp, and at one moment it appeared alarming it may well he that 
Liere is more to come; but, in it has tanght Persia a lesson, and hi 
strengthened the hands of those who had heen preaching reform. Whether the Shah 
will profit by this Tesson is a question swhich only time can answer, But, should he 
fail to do so, the stability of Persia will undoubtedly he exposed to serious dunsers 
A copy of this despatch lias liven sent to the Foreign Secretary to the Govern 
ment of India and toHis Majesty’s High Commissioner for Irak 
Thave, &e 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


nicial cliaos now openly 


Enelosure in No. a4, 


Major Fraser to Mr. Nicolson. 
sir Gillhok, July 18, 1926. 
1 HAVE the fionour to report as follows on two mnttinies that have recently 
Sccurred in the Persian army—the one av Salas, in Azerbaijan, the other at 
seh Tappel and Bujnord, in Northern Khorasan. In neither case have 
sate details yet been received | in the second case, in particular, there is still mich 
that is obscure, and the following accounts may, therefore need modification in the 
light of further information 


2 Tt may finst be remarked that, as has frequently been brought: to notice of 


late, discontent has been growing in the lower ranks of the army at an alarming rato, 
‘The discontent is due indirectly to general slackening of discipline and moral, which 
dates from th ion of Reza Shah, and his consequent withdrawal from t 
Tutimate direction of the army, and directly to the non-receipt of pay for sev 
months (in most eases not Less t is as much as filteen), and 
tiotable falling off in such little ¢ previously given to the men's 
welfare in such matters as clothin The inevitable dissatisfaction 
been increased by disappointment; for the army anticipated that with w Shah of 
it own making, elevated from its own ranks, its lov would be a consistently. happy 
one. Means every Persian officer pendent command tins heen 
acquiring weal private soldier has 1 aspected that this included 
money due to hin nuded, have heen the case f the money due to 
the pri american treasurer h 
regularly to the War Office the authorised) monthly allotments 
commanders say they have not regularly received their due prop on, if they 
that they have been obliged to dishurse them on expenditure they wore not 
ended to cover. Tn any case it has not reached the private soldier or the junior 
officer, and they, incited hy agitation from both Persian and Russian sources, are 
beginning to rebel 
3, At Salmas on the 23rd June, led by A junior officer, one of the many: 
Caucasian refiigees in Persian military service, the local garrison of 300-400 men 
sized the commanding officer, who was unpoptlir on account of his severity and 
strict ideas of discipline, and murdered him in cold Wood. ‘They then proceeded ta 
vonfiscate, rather than loot, about 5,000 tomans from various oilices in the bazanr, 
the Russian trading concerns Aror and Zakgostorg; and they subsequently 
ioved in comparatively orderly fashion to Khoi, where they were joined by the smiall 
local garrison numbering forty men, Here, also, after arresting local officials, they 
confiscated all money in Government offices, Meanwhile, troops had been rushed 
out from Tabriz; on their approach about 160 of the rebel troops promptly 
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surrendered, and the remainder fled, some probably to cross the frontier, and some 
to scatter into hiding, Of the 100 who surrendered over fifty were executed within 
a few day 

4 This revolt, such as it was, is ended. No evidence has yet appeared that 
it was intended to be more than an isolated incident; its circumstances give no 
indication that it was part of a larger concerted plan, or that it had a more 
complicated origin than an insupportable ex: Ss y has been 
distributed to the troops of the North-Western Division; a more energetic divisional 
vommander, perhaps too ruthless in his methods, lias been appointed, and super 
ficially at least, the situation is quiet. 

In Khorasan it is not so easy to follow the course of events, Tt appears that 
the gartison of Maraveh Tapeh, on the Atrek River east of Chat—some $00 men— 
under the leadership of a junior officer, Salar Tans, a native of Mazanderan, left 
their post and marched toy What happened here is wi + one 

says that the garrison fled on the approach of the rebels, but at any rate the 
reached Bujnurd about the 80th June, and were joined by the local garrison, 
whose office Panicked and fled, All sorts of rumours appear then to 
ed Moshed; the rebellious troops were ccompanied by numbers of Russian 
they were wearing red hands on their arms, and wer 
people from oppression. ‘There was considerable panic; 
anding the division, realising that his troops were as 
discontented is himself extremely unpopular with them, 
Dexged the de from Tehran, One reg ry left Tehran 
on the a third within the last day 
or twa #0 been sent, and local anxiety has been considerably 
allayed e Tehran troops has reached M and. the rebels, 
who had advanced as far as Kuchan, are, accordiny to information received hy the 
Persian General Staff, retiring towards the Russian frontier 
6, As far ag can be ascertained, the more serious danger has been av 
the arrival of the Tehran troops, who, being more regularly paid and bet 
nd fed, aw more reliable than, those in the provinces, Indeed, 
‘appear that the danger at all times was more pote! Phen hase 
io authentic corroboration of the report of th a force 
of Russian Turkomans, nor hag the General Staff any rel ort that they were 
joined by Persian Turkonians in any considerabl Their information is 
that the total rebel force: does not exceed 600, and there is reason to believe that 
even this fgnre is an exaggeration. The danger ly in the probability that the spirit 
of mutiny would spread to other troops in Khorasan, that the Persian Turkomans 
and Kurds of Bujmied and Kuchan might profit hy the disorder in the army to rise 
revolt, and that Russian and Persian parties hostile to the Shah might turn the 
situation to their own advantage, Tt is not unlikely that the seriousness of the 
situation was deliberately exaggerated by the general officer commandin 
articularly as reitds Russian participation, with a view to onsuring the despatch 
troops from ‘Pehran without too pointed attention to his eanviction that 
Nis own corrupt dealings hid destroyed the lovalty of his men 
7, Tn both Azerbaijan and Khorasan the military authorities are enileavonring 
to fasten responsibility for the mutincers on to the Russians, but on the whole they 
donot seem to havea very strong case, ‘The existing discontent and the ampopularity 
of senior officers appear clearly to have heen the root canses. ‘The propaganda of 
Russian agents was certainly directed towards eneouraging the robelltous spirit, but 
there is no authentic information of any material assistance having reached the 
rebels from Rus nares, ‘There is certainly a possibility that the leaders wore 
under Russian direction, perhaps from organisations in the 
‘Turkestan—but, if so, they seem to have been very badly instructed and lett kadly 
in the lurch, Moreover, it is difficult to see any way in whieh the Russians have 
ixgetly, benefited; liowever innocent they may be they will certainly be at. least 
suspected and probably blamed as the originators of these revolts, for it has become 
a settled habit with the Persian to blame Russia or England for’ all his calamities, 
However obviously they may be. the result of his own inefficioncy and corruption 
Indirectly the Russians may be able to turn the ion touudyantage, as T under 
stand that these occurrences have produced in the Persian Government a strong 
desire to settle up oustanding questions with Russia 
S. Allhough one) of tess inatintes tender and: the other Appears to have 
collapsed, the disease of which they are symptoms remains ‘The immediate remedy 
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is to pay the troops, The War Office frankly admits that it has not the money to 
liquidate the arrears; Dr, Millspaugh has hitherto refused to. provide the extra 
credit necessary. He demands accounts of the expenditure of money already paid 
by the Ministry of Finance, and these are quite beyond the power of the War Office 
to provide. But the mere payng up of arrears, essential though it is as a first s 
will not effect the cure of the evils from*which the army is suffering, It requires 
commander and the transfer of its finances to the control of the Americans. ‘The 
only possible commander in view is the Shah, 

9. Copies of this despatch are being sent to the Director of Military Operations 
and Intelligence, War Office; the Deputy Director of Military Intelligence, Atmy 
Headquarters, Simla; and Air Staff Intelligence, Bagdad, 

Thaye, &c. 
W. AK. FRASER, Major, IA 
Military Attaché. 





E 4555/10/34] No. 35, 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. (Received August 9) 
(No, 345.) 
Sir, Gullick, July 17, 1926, 
WITH reference to Sir Perey Loraine’s despatch No, 290 of tho 21at June last, 1 
ave the lionour to inform you that Ali Kuli Khan Ansari (Mushayer-il-Mainalok) las 
been appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in the new Cabinet in place uf Taki Zadeh, 
who has proceeded to America in order to take up his duties as commissioner for Persi 
at the Philadelphia Exhibition, 
2. It would appear that Taki Zadeh did wot accept the appointment when it was 
ofitred to him while at Berlin, but merely telezraphed back, asking for time to considers 
Govornmient, however, amiounced that he had accepted; and this apparent attenpt 
to force his hand seems to have incensed him and to have resulted in’ hix immediate 
departure for Philadelphia. 
‘The appointment of the new Minister for Woreign Affairs ean hardly bs 
escribed as satisfactory, He is believed to be a.weak and unreliable man, completely 
inilucnee of Vis son, who, for his part, is stated to be suscoptible to Russian 
 canie to the front 
‘Aflnirs, in which post h 
Subsequently he was Minister 
ember 1915 to February 1916, a 
mbassy at Petrograd. He was appointed Vice-Governor of Ki Kame 
n August 1917, was Minister for Forei i afi. Cabinet of 
1918 (January-May), and continued to hold. this office in the succeeding Cabinets of 
hand Vossuk-ed-Dowleh. In 1920 he was appointed Ambassador at 
capacity he negotiated the Russo-Persian Treaty of Febrawry 1921 ; 
i he has remained at Moscow until his present appointment, 
4, Ali Kuli Khan's plice at Moscow will be taken by Muhammad Ali Khaw 
uki, the present Minister of War, who is now iu Europe on leave of absence, 
Copies of this despitch have heen sent to the Government of India and to His 
Majesty's High Commissioner for Traq at Bagdad. 
Thave, &e, 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 





E 4617/4521/34) No. 36, 


Me, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Rucvieed August 5.) 


legraphic.) R. Tehran, August 6, 1926. 
MY telegram No. 155, 
‘ou will Have received from India Oifice latest: reports regarding disturbances 
on Tndian frontier, ‘The situation appears to be as follows 


Frontier troops received orders to proceed to Binjand for inspection by Shah, 
1 hear that orders have since Iden cancelled, but meanwhile Khwash ga 
[15791] 








6s 


already left for Mirjawa where they now are. The first difficulty arose owing to 
local Baluchistan levies preventing troops from proceeding to Birjan 

Of pay were forthcoming: ‘This dispute has been settled largely 0 

intervention. ‘The second and more serious menace will arise it the 

‘on Duzdap by Dost Mahomed is confirmed, 

I have absolute confidence in Fisher's and have merely reminded 
him that the frontier should not be violated by British military or air forces withont 
every effort being made to obtain the written invitation of the highest available 
Persian, authority, z 

lo not propose, without instructions from you, further to hamper his 
initiative, 


(Sent to India; Duzdap, No. 83; and Mestied. No, 65) 





E 4655/4521 /34 


Mr, Nicolion to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Reccivul tngust 6) 


188. Confidential) y ft 
(elegraphio,) Tehran August 6, 926 
ADDR ED to Government of India, No, 102 


“Your telegram No, 1353'S to Sevretary of State for India 
L understand that finds lying at Dozdap are niostly pledged to monopoly 
trust and cannot be touched without consent of Majlis 
American adviser hax absolutely. refused to allow any advances to be 
made to army without Parliamentary authority. whieh it would take at least 1 
fortnight to obtain. Prime Minister has in despair mide personal appeal to 
Chief iianager of Imperial Bank of Persia, who, on his own authority, but 
With my,cordial approval, has made inmediate advance of 200,000 toniatis 
T shall urge Government to remit proportion of this for needs at Dizdap, 
Hint they are receiving similar pressing appeals from commanders of all 
provincial garrisons. 
“T shall:also-speak very earnestly to financial adviser 


(Repeated to Meslied, 





|B 4649/4521 /34) 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Reviicud August 7) 


Sin, Tndin Office, August 8, 1926, 
LAM di ny of State for India to transmit’ to you for the 
information of the Seoretary of State for Foreizn Affairs, copy of 1 telegram from 
the Government of India, dated the 5th August, on the Sarhad situation. 
Tam, &c 
\ HIRTZEL, 


jolosure in No, 


Government of India to bidin Off 
(No.1 
(Pele s Lugust 5, 1926 
5. of Std August 

Dost Muhammad Baranzai moved up with Lashliar to Khwash on 2nd A\ 
and sent advance party to Sangun, halfway to Mirjawa Co h 
Who is now at Mirjawa working: in close touch with Governor and officer 
coimminding Persian troops, thinks it unfikely that Dost Mubianimad will 
nove on to Mirjawa, and p. whien fw learns that ‘they are still 
oecupied by Persian troops, Tdu, who with other Rekis is standiug in with Persians 
has been senit by car to Khwash to to clear up Dost Muhammad's intentions, and 
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m of real position and induce him to return, Situation at Duzdap and 
Mirjawa remains quiet tern Command is holding troops in readiness. for 
despatch if necessity arises. Consul-general at Meshed will discuss the whole matter 
with newly-appointed commanding during Shah's vis 
hoped that he will be able to bring home to both importance of not allowin 
to drift further. 

If fresh troops are available, so much the better; if not, discontent of 
garrisons would be removed on receipt of back pay. Money, will also re 
Position. We therefore endorse Consul’s suggestion that sufficient amount 
now lying Duzdap bank should be placed at Persian officer commandi 
tosettle up with troops and tribes, Perhaps assistance of American financial ady' 
could te enlisted in the matte 

(Repeated to Tehiran No, 65'T., and Meshed.) 





E 4657 /4521/34 No, 39) 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received August 73) 


Tehran, August 7, 1926, 
at Dug 
" Your telegram No, 1S7 addressed to Foreign Office 
© Many thanks. Goveruor of Duzdap accompanied me here at my invita 
tion, and Tam, taking his formal assent for everything done with tribal 
leaders, &c, You may rely on me to cause you no embarrassments,” 





E 4693/4521 /34 
India Office to Forvign Offico—(Recoined August 10.) 


Sir India Office, August 9, 1926. 

TAM directed by the Secretary uf Stale for Tndia to transmit to you fon the 
tion of the Secretary of State for Koreign Afidirs, copy of a tel 

¢ Government of India, dated the 7th August, on the Sarhad situation 
Lam, &c 

A HIRTZEL, 


‘au froin 


Enolosure in No. 40. 


Government of Indi to India Office 
(No, 1871S) i i 
(Telegraphic) Simla, Angust 7, 1926. 
CONTINUATION of my 1360, 
Consul reports on 5th, orders received for Duzdap tre by Khwash 
Goyernon states he has received officia Shab is arriving at Duzdap 
ew days, Iduand Taj Mohammed, who are staying at Khwash, have sent letter: 
Teporting investment of fort hy 500 mon of Dost Muliammed, who desires them to 
join him in attack on Mirjawa and Duzdap, Idu has refused, but asks for Persian 
s. Information of driver of motor which brought: letter is to, effect 
that Dost Muhammed wrote to [du that he came on hearing that British intended 
to occupy Khwash, and that he would never permit it, Consul later reports on 6th, 
that he and political agent at Chagai consider situation is cleared for present, and 
there is no danger of any sudden move on Dizdap, Minjawa or the railway: 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 701.) 





(is741) 
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< “3, Reference to gram No, 51-122, General Officer Commanding 
No, 41 sured consul-general he has taken adequate measures to protect out 
interests. ‘These are not apparent here, and) we request that we may be 
med of the nature of the action taken by him. 
(No.178, 4, In the circumstances, we recommend — 
CO sates ASE, Me Eee ee (u.) Two trains be sent now to Mirjawa in case rapid evacuation of 
Mn, NIGOLSON'S telegrams Nos, 182 and 153 and Mirjawa become necess 
Persian Chargé fay Aira Goal nest aoteye ereecivel omhetallintinaticntoblyisitcok seat pane becomes Pe icuvaietaea sivalior tives thights of 
Minister of Court. He believes that if Taimurtache does come he will be on a purely TerOplgnigaintil Dest MOMARinRUL ntlvanies ants UH silioy 
complimentary mission and will rot be empowered to conduct treaty negotiations of through which railway. passes, he will be extremoly vulnerable from the air. 
any kind. ‘Turkish Minister, who has just returned from leave, appears to have no *(c.) Such troops as Western Command considers necessary. should be 
Knowledge of project suggested in your second paragraph, He told me that his etatied’ to atandhant readiness atl Quieter to proceed to, Duzdipy protest 
Government, though anxious to conclude individual arrangements with adjacent FOREEEys InlEhel even blog chuctiatlonacinleaeeRorsiral GoverhniGR BI eRTISe 
countries, were adverse to making them multilateral, since any grouping of several tomake good Tosses, in which ease troops would not bo required at all 
Coutries inevitably led to a misconception of motives which his Government were “(@yaWereonsiden, Chit, British lives andopropery’ Will AGE be ih 
particularly anxious to avoid, immediate danger before Friday night. 


Sir R. Hoilgson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received August 10.) 





Above telegram composed with Betham,’” 
(B 4711/4521/34] No, 42 = 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Recviowd August 11.) pelos urs aan NOME 
Sir India Office, August 10, 1926. Government of India to Tndia Office 
TAM directed by the Secretary: of State for Indin to transmit to you, for the : ; Aan 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Afinits, copies of two telegrams S eeaathartastena hier ol iouial HUSTED aR 
from the ( nv oF nig date ths UN August on tho Sarbid gieuston RRR aa Rater rT Tale GaTTeN@RT od eanbortondestonton eee ie 
a TRIE potentialities of the situation, they should! not find it dilliult! to restore ity. First 
sei! essential is that support, even if only moral, shonld be afforded to Tdu forthwith, and 
sia aeroplanes are still to fly sonth from Meshed, thoir effect wouldibo greatly 
enhanced if they bore personal t ni to Tei and of warning to, 
Enolosure 1 in No. 12 Dost: Mohamm It not available, our own aeroplanes, 
which are now: few miles inside our border, could carry similar message from. the 
Government of India to Lidia Offi local Persian authorities, Inv view of recent objections, consent for this would: of 
(No, 1884S) conrse have to be taken from Meshed authorities, Our comments on Fisher's other 
(Telegraphic) Simla, August 9 proposils will follow as soon as possible, 
FOLLOWING from Consul, Soistan, Mirjawa, Repeated Tehran, (Repeated to Tehran (No. 72), Meshied, Seista 


id Baluchistan.) 
Angust 





0, 20.) 
Letter of 7th August has just been received from du, in which he now 

puts Dost Mohammed's numbers at 4.000, He expresses great disappointment B 4712/4521 /34 

wal of aeroplanes, and again asks that they should be sent without 


9, A; 


India Office td Foreign Office.—(Recvioed August 1.) 


He reiterates his urgent request for reinforcements and: ammunition Sir India Office, August 1, 1926 


that Dost Mohammied still insists on surrender of post of Khyvash's, LAM directed by the Secretary of State for India to trausmit to you, f 
Which he intends to hold and use as a base against railway, having expressed lusformation of the Secretary of Stite for Foreign Affairs, eopy of a teleg: 
his intention of not resting until he fas turned out Persian, troops and all the Government of India, dited the 10th August, on the Sarhad situation. 
merchants from Duzdap and Mitjawa frontiers, Assistant has heard from Tam, &, 
Soltogan that Nausherwan ip electing large numbers of mien to help his 
brother, 
* Persian authorities appear to have taken no satisfactory action at all.” 
(2) * (No, 21.) 
“Our comtelusions as follows ; Government of India to India Office 
1. Tu will lose hear! en early moral or physical support, and i : an 
will, we think, hand over fort ou GE Natahlenatencubiian peace nlite araphi aan Beet 
in two days’ timo. Moral support ean be given by the two aeroplanes here the SERA ieee Te ae Coe OUND InAS ete 
moinent T receive permission for them to fly over Khwash with letters, and this HE BERGTORS Oe ae eran ae ia bblok ied abou 
(ATA a Sa SEG TTR ERT oS ee How make our own position pervs pin to the Sah. and bis Goverament. We 
Authorities sesins impossible, owing to condition of troops und their inadequate TSEC EN aren ere cenelonimects afiLhoreeuationy adi yaried 
suUONY thom of its grave potentialities and our own attitude in the event of the railway 
. If Khyash falls into Dost Mohammed's hands, railway to Dazdap Ee RT A eee eC aN CAL LR conn 
and Mirjawa will be in imminent danger, and we must look after ourselves Reet eone a GEN SRRDS UREA UES AN iOspond ma sane ob at se 
91] ra 


Enclosure in No. 43, 
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Dost Mohammed, We therefore urge that warning should be conveyed tw them 
forthwith that, in these circumstances, if British lives and property are now placed 
in imminent danger, His Majesty's Government reserve the right to take such steps 
themsel nay he necessary to protect them. If this course is approved, ple 

graph Line, While, two companies of mfantry are proc 
to Dalbandin, and will there he kept ready for immediate despatch ouvy 

and reinforcements have been detailed at Quetta, One flight of aeroplanes 

is now at, or on its way to, Tattan, and two trains are proceeding as soon as possible 
to Mirjawa. Orders have been issued that no troops are to cross the frontier without 
‘our express sanction unless danger British lives and property so imminent 
there is.no time for prior reference to higher authorities, in which ease the decision 
whether British troops should cross the frontier must rest with the consul, Seistan 
on the spot, who would endeavour to secure written consent, aud if possible written 
request, from the local Persian authorities that they should do so. 

(Repeated to Meshed anid Tehran, No. 7311,) 





No. 44. 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received August 11.) 


140,) 
lographiv.) Tehran, August 11, 1026 
GOV. 3RNM T of India’s te m “ Clear the line” of 10th August, 

1 need scarcely point out deep resentment which would be caused here by 
violation of Persian sovereignty and di of ovcasion for propaganda 
precedent for similar action which such a step would give the Russians. 

My main anxiety, however, is that Persian Government would complain to 
the League, 

I shiould therefore profer to give no provious warning, which might only provoke 
Persian Government to enter formal protest before the event and thus render our 
subsequent action even less in accordance with Covenant 

T would tirge, therefore, that no warning be given, but that in the list resort 
Governmient of India should take notion on sole justifivition of emergency measures 
to protect life and property against frontion briginds, 

Tf consent of local authorities could be obtained at the last moment so much 
the better. Pending your instructions; L have warned consul-general at Meshed 
Hot to make to the Shah any threat of British intervention, but merely to mention 
that British troops are being sent toward frontion in any brigands cross into 
India, This will wive His Imperial Majesty chance of inviting our co-operation if 
ho so wishes. I am faivly certain, however, that he will never drvutu of doi 

Sent t6 India and Meshied, No. 71.) 





No. 45, 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to. Mr Nicolson (Lohrua). 
(No, 117.) 
(Telegraphic. Foreign Offer, August V1, 1926 
OVERNMENT of India’s telegrams to you No. 72T and No. 737 

_. You should urge Persian Government not to hesitate to use British aeroplanes 
for conveyance of messages to Khwash if Persian machines not immediately 
available, Tt is hoped that this lias beeu arranged locally already 

You'should remind Persian Government of patience exercised by His Majesty's 
Government last year when very similir crisis occurred in Sarhad, Now. as then 
His Majesty's Government are detertined not to send troops into Persian territory 
except in the last resort and to extent necessary to sive British lives 
thoy will only be able to» avoid suvh regrettable action if Persian Gov 
take situation in hand immediately tively. His Majesty's Governnent 
therefore warn Persian Government th: ick on Dizclap, Mirjawa and railway 
between is imminent, His Majesty's Government will not hesitate to take necessary 
steps to save lives of British personnel employed on the railway and other British 
subjects in Duzdap who may desire to leave. Military intervention hy British forces 
in Persian territory will not, however, go beyond action deemed sweessary to save 
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lives, except on express request of Persian Government, Following instructions are 
being sent to Government of India by Secretary of State for India 


() Despatch of two empty trains accompanied by minimum armed guard, if 
this is absolutely necessary for derence of train, to evacuate from Duzdap 
British railway personnel and othen British subjects des 
Armed guard, if sent, should 

(b.) Only if absolutely necessary. ¢ minimum force into P 
territory to cover withdrawal of evacuation trains if this is clearly 
threatened 

() No troops must enter Persian territory and no, aeroplanes cross. frontier 
for any other purpose than foregoing, except on written: request of 
high Persian authority communicated through Chargé d’Afaires, and 

rticularly no force must Persia for protection of property after 
jcuation of personnel except on express request of Persian Government, 


You should warn Persian Government that His Majesty's Government, reserve 

right to recover from Persia value of British property looted or destroyed, You may 

also: st India will he ready to. accede to any’ reasonable 

raquie 5 Government may ask fon in order to stabilise 

situation and ass ‘ Fence of British property in area in question, 
(Repeated to India) 





E 4725/4521 /34) No. 46 


India Office ta Foreign Office —(Receined August 12) 


Sir India Offiee, August 11, 1926, 
I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to’ yon, t 
the information of the Seoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of w tel 
from the Government of India dated the 11th August on tle Sarhad situation 
Tam, & 
A, HIRD 


closure in No, 40, 


Iulia Office to Gorernmunt of Undin, 
(No 2153.) 
(Telegraphic.) P- Tugust 11, 1926. 
FOREIGN Department, Your t 1 dnd No. 13588 (see Foreign 
Otice telegfam No. 117 of to-vday-to Teliran repeated to you) : 
You should issue instructions at once to confine military action within limits 
there Inid down, No-military action should of course be taken in Persian ter 
oven for protection of British lives, except in last resort 
His Majesty's. Governm that protection of property of 
‘and protection of itself, oven though this is still British 
Government property, must be left entirely to Persians, who: stand to lose. most 
from damage to railway unless they definitely ask for British assistance. 





No. 47 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mn Nicolson (Cehran) 
{No 119) i 
(Welegraphics) Roreian Office, August 12, 1926 
rou am No, 190) of 1th August’ Duzdap, crossed mine of the same 


T am content ty Ieave question of warting to your diseretion, but you should 
do your utmost to obtain prior vousent of local authorities in case of immediate need 
for intervention arising, 

We should act only if necessary to save life and in absence of any Persian force: 
sapabile of giving protection. 

(Repeated to India.) 
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E 4787/4621/34 No 48 
Initia Office to Korvign (ffice—(Reevired August 13) 


Sir, India Office 
TAM directed by the Seeretary of State for India to 


of affairs at Sarhad 


Tam, &e 
A. HIRTZEL 


Enclosure in No, 45 


Government of India to India Office 

(No 14098) 

(Velegraphic.) Simla, August 12, 1926 
ORDERS contained in Foreign Oifice telegram No. 117, and your No. 2158, have 

ligen impressed on all concerned with following addition 


“Tt follows from His Majesty's Government's orders that, as soon as Seistan. 
consul considers lives of British subjects are in unminent danger, he must start 
evacuation forthwith.” 


One of the dangers in the sitvution i that, if British subjeots start evac 
Duadap, tribesmen may rush into the vacuum, and he joined in general loo 
iitpaid Persian soldiery, Nearest pice in Britist territory where troops cam he 
readiness to aob’as guards to evacuation train is Dalbandin, which is sone eighteen 
Jiours from Dizdap, As acroplane reconnaissance is precluded by instructions, 
Soistan consul may be confronted at yery short notice with situation necessitating. 
protected eyacnation, and train gmard at Dalbandin may be too Tar ayay 
Consequently, sanction is requested to move forward train with minimum goard to 


Mixjawa, which is just withity Persian territory, in readiness to proceed to Duzdap 
i considered necessary at any ti his might even hive effect of stabilisi 
position and obviating necessity for evacuation altozether 

(Repeated to Teheran, No. 517.) 


15 


nd consent has ocenpied Khwash, that they have 
‘es taken all possible measures to secure the satety of the lines and forei 
community and that there can therefore exist no justification whatever fo 
intervention, against which the Persian Gover 
aud silly would not. prev 
exchange of correspondence we should 
f necessity for intervention did not after all arise; (4) and that’ as 
érnment are unlikely in any ease to send reinforcements to Sarhad alone, 
© of written niote would not outweigh any corresponding advantages. 
(Sent to India.) 





Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain — (Received August 18.) 
(No, 193.) 
felegraphic.) Tehran, August 13, 1926, 

YOUR telegrams Nos, 118, 119 

Deeply regret misunderstanding. Thad calculated my telegram No, 190 would 
reach you4 Pat, 11th August, Your telegram No, 117 reached me 8 A.at., 12th 

L waited nine hours before takin on the chance that my. telegram 
might lead you to. modify instructions then should not_haye de 
warning had Tot received during the day message from Duzdap saying that rebels 
vere only a few miles from Mirjawa, I therefore did not feel justified in furthe 
delaying execution of such explicit instrnetions, Message was thus delivered. to 
Minister for Foreign Affairs at 5 .at, 12th August, Your telegram No. 119 only 
reached meat 839 A... to-day, 18th August. "Dhe facy that thy representations 
‘vere verbal may diminish bad effects, but had 1 received your telegram No. 119 in 
Lime T-should certainly not have delivered warning, 

Ti necessity which T doubt, Tshall endeavour to obtain consent of Persian 
Government to our intervention, There is, however, no chance whatever of my 
obtaining its Cabinet would refer the matter to Uhe Shah, who would be guided only 
liy personal considerations and his fear of Russia 

(Sent to India.) 





fo. 49. 


Vieulson to Sir Aviston Ghaniberlain,—-(Redeined august 18.) 


Taha, Avgust 12, 192 
YOUR telegram No, 117 
1 havesmade communication to Minister for F Attire ds anstructed, 
He mad no coumuent beyond saying he would at ones inforny Prime Minister 
and Cabinet 
(Sent to India.) 





No. 50: 


lr, Nicolson to Sir-Auston Chamberlain. — (Received August 13.) 


(No, 192) 
(Pelegraphie.) Tehran, August 13, 192 

MY itnmedintely preceding telegra 

Communication to Minister for Foreign Atftirs was only made orally, since 
J muttered from the fact that your telegram was in confidential cypher that you 
did not wish the text embodied ina written note, I? you desire me to send a tiote 
T can still do so in confirmation of my verbal message 

T subunit, however, (1) that a written note would evoke a written reply; (2) that 
insuch reply the Persian Government would argue that Dost Mohamed 1s a Persian 





No 52. 


Ur, Nicolson to Sir Auston Chamberlain. (Received Angust 13.) 

(No. 194) 

(Tolegraphie.) R Tohirion, August 18; 1926, 
SALAR-ED-DOWLEH is reliably reported to haye entered Persin and reached 

\vremaii. He ix stated to be marching on Sonueh with tribesmen of Jaafar Sultan, 





No 53. 
Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamborlain,—(Received August 13.) 
195.) 
rapliic.) Tehran, August 18, 1920: 
OVERNMENT of India teley ». 1409 to Seoretary of State for India 
To-day’s news from Duzdap far more reassuring, and T earnestly trust Govern- 
quent of India will not be contemplating s J guard to Mirjawa, Tt would 
quite impossible to obtain permission of Persian Government for such @ violation 
of their sovereignty 
(Sent to India.) 








Wi. Hoare to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Rereteed August 13) 


(N, 106. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople. Angust 13, 1936. 
Mr, NICOLSON’S telegrams Nos 182 and 153 
Persian’ Ambassador had nig knowledge of Minister of Court's mission, but 

‘ppenred to think something is in the wind. He severely criticised recent conduct 

bf Persian policy in relation to Great Britain and Russi, eomparinz it to a dronken 

man clitching a neighbour on his rivht aud then embracing a neighbour on his left 
in fuddled ainxiety Lest the latter think that he is being leit im the cold, —T report 
one or two of Sir P! Loraine’s recent despatelies seem partially to confirm 

Anibassador's views, but the latter is prejudiced against present régime, which he 

thinks as slighted him, especially over conclusion of Turco:Persian Treaty 
His Excellency promised: to introduce me Minister if he comes through 
tantinople. T should he grateful for instructions as to line Iam to take in 

conversation with him 
Thaye no hope of obtaining any news from other sources 





No. 35: 


Ate, Nicolson to Sir Wusten Chamberlain, (Recetcid Aviaust Wh) 
16.) 
Volographic,) Tehran, Augnst 14, 
VOU tologran No. 120. 
Minister of Court left Persia 11th sind) should reach Moseow. tomorrove 
st. Dam reliably informed that Lins instructions have, owing to insistence 
K-ed-Dowlehi, heen drastically moditied and curtatled 





|B 4787/4521 /34 No 
India Office to Porvinn Office heed August 15, 


India Offic, Angust 14, 1426 
1AM directed hy the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
‘niloinuition of the Seorotury of Stilo for Foreign Affairs, copy of w telegram from 
the Government of India, dated the 13th August, 1926, on the Sathad situation 
Tam, &o 
A. HIRTZEL. 


mnvlosure in No, 4 


Gocorament of India to Lidia Offer 
(No, 14198.) 
(Relegraphic Simla, dy 
FOLLOWING telegrams, dated 12th August, from Fisher 


Hirst, from Duzdap— 


nila, repeated ty Tehran, Meshed, No. 6 

Colonel M. Khan, Line he takes is that Dost Mubammad 

val at Khyyash is approved, and Major I. Khan ts going out at once to see 

and on his return whole incident will be finished: “That ye are makin 

qnite unnecessary fuss, and it is impossible Nausherwan should be advancins 

li rect. But he will send troops to us. He reminded ane that the 

Russians in the nortli were extremely jealous of Persiau friendship with us 

He appears to be doing his best to straighten financial tangle Am now 
returning to Mirjawa,’ 


epeated to Simla, Meshed, Baluchistan, No. 5: 

* Situation appear as follows: Persian authorities know that they 
ve committed blunder in the evacuation of frontier garrison and expecting, 
to raise objection. ‘They refuse to acknowledge that the situation is in any 

way serious as a result of their mistake, and they hive posted notices in the 
bazaar to the effect that anyone caught talking about the so-called Baluchista 
disturbances will be punished. 

here was perhaps even chance of events settling themselves, in which 
case we would appear to be alarmists, while they: would seem to have had the 
situation under control throughout. It seems also possible that they may really 
helieve that we are exaggerating the gravity of the situation to secare the 
exouse for intervention in Persian affairs 

“Tt now appears inevitable that Dost Muhammad will occupy Khuwash 

hie lias not already done so, Tt appears that he may consider the occupation will 
we him: powerfill weapon with Which he may sécure terms from the Persian 

Government as the price of withdrawal, and he possibly has same ideas. with 
gard to a settlement with us. 

"With the ocenpation of Khwash it seems to.me Dost Muhammad will he 

unable to control the situation, as the number of his followers will immediately 
catly increase, and they will not be willing to consider the occupation of the 
forder a peaceful penetration or purely political mission, Porsians hive now 
delayed twelve days and done nothing to restore the situation, which cannot 
With safety be allowed to drift any longer Suggest that Persian Government 
should now be told they must recognise and face the possibility of disturbances 
over very wide aren and inform us what they propose to do to. restore the 
situation, with or without our assistance. ‘There seems no immed 
for Dazdap, but news of Dost Muhammad's occupation of Khwashy if 
irmed, will quickly spread and attract numbers of undesitables from 
Garmsel ‘Isewhere. t have not yet heard confirmation of Nausherwan’s 
ice on) Mirjayva, but, as’ Persians only haye twenty-five men there and no 
means of reconnaissance at all, 1 do not consider that we should risk sudden 
‘ick, and permission to use aeroplanes along border should be obtained now 
am askin, mounted troops to form sercen outside 
Mirjawa, but nt arrive there for at lenst. two days, Persians 
consider their arrangements for safety of railway, We., are, complete, while 
Tdu, who is Persian official in charge of local defence, writes to. me daily 
ity of situation and his 


facts. i have been made 
hy local authorities to Governor of Chakansir, bit it seems undesirable that 
fc shonld rely;on Afghan assistance for protection of onr interests,” 


Third, from Mirjawa — 


© Addressed to Simla, No. 35, repeated to Mestied, Tehran, No. 74, 

We consider that the situation I in changed with the apparent 
avceptanice of Dost Muhammad by Persia, Ttseems impossible for them to turn 
him out at present, although the Sarhaddis would now assist them to do: 

cer in the year Dost Muhamniad will have consolidated his position, and the 

haldig will ber with: hint. Wer think ‘that, after considering tho’ latent 
reports, there is now no immediate danger to either Duzdap or Mirjawa, but 
we recommend for the consideration of the Government of India whether it 
would not be advisable to announce a cessation oy restriction of the 
service beyond Dalbandin, with temporary withdrawal of all but minimum 
necessary staff, until such time as the Persian authorities have perfected the 
arrangements for protecting this are. This we suggest would remove all 

nice of our being held to be interfer nd would he an inducement to the 
Persian authorities to settle this quiestion with as little delay as possible.” 


‘Our comments follow 
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[IE 4786/4521 /34) No, 87. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received August 15.) 


Sir India Office, August 14, 1926 
I AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of «1 telegram fro 
the Government of India on the Sarhad situation ar 
am, & 
A. HIRTZEL 


Enclosure in No, 57 
Gorernment of India to Tutin Offer 


Simla, August 13, 1926, 
YOUR No, 2171, and our immediately preceding telegram, 

re again impressing upon the frontier authorities that we must only use 

how force if it is absolutely necessary to sive British lives, Are we correct 
in assuming that you did not intend any’ distinction between lives of British 
éimployees sind of Other British subjects. Ditlculty about your suggestion th 
train should be sent at once and remove employees is that this Would almost certainly 
precipitate trouble at Duzdap and jeopardise lives of Indian traders, who have 
fettled there on implied understanding that we should secure their safety 
Situation, however, appears to have cleared temporarily with the Persian Goveri 
inenit’s characteristic recognition of Dost Muharnmmad, asd this will give us breathing 

to dovide of our course of action. Agent to. the Governor-General in 

in hopes to reach Taftan, a few miles this side of Mirjawa, on Sunday 
with army commander, and wall there discuss situation with Fisher and Betham 
His report will assist us greatly in appreciating the situation and coming to a 
decision, Meanwhile, it would seem advisable for Persian Governtnent to be asked 
definitely whether they recognise Dost Muhammad as having official position in 
Khwash, and, if so, whether they recognise his official position as extending to 
Minjaya and Duzdap. Only month Dost Mubasmad 
Baluchistan authority [sie] asking for British support against Persian Government 
and requesting Persian Baluchistan to he tiken within British Hints 

(Repeated to Tehran, % T.) 





Mn, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chumbertain.—(Recoicei August 15) 


Tehran, August V4, 
NMENT of India’s telegrans of 13th August repeated fo me as 
T linve addressed urgent private letter to Minister for Foreign Afinirs ask 
him to furnish me with immediate precise answers th following questions 
1, What official position does Dost Mobammed hold at Khwash ¢ 
9) Should Khwash be considered as within jurisdiction of Governor of 
Baluchistan? 
3. Is Dost. Mohammed's authority likely to be extended to Duzdap and 
Mirjawat 
4. {f nob, will Persian Goyernment regard any’ movement of his armed forces 
towards either of these places as hostile movement! 


Tshall telegraph if'and when T receive reply 

1 would suggest that similar eng Might be addressed to gener 
commanding by consul-general at Meshed, to whom this telegram is being repeated 

(Sent to India; Mestied, ; and Dizdap. No. 88) 





[B 4808/195/34) 


ison to Sir Austen Chanberlain—(Réceined August 16.) 


(No. 354, 
Sir, Gullick, July 24, 1926. 
IN iny telegram No, 175 of the 19th July 1 had the honour to report that the 
main body of Khorasan rebels had taken to Hight at the approach of the ‘Tehran 
regiments and ha issed the Ri where they are said to have been 
interned. ‘This news is confirmed in a communiqué issued yesterday by the Ministe 
; in which it is claimed that order has been completely restored and that. the 
ion is now normal, ‘The optimism of this announcement. is not, loweve 
reflected in the attitude of the Shah himself, His Imper Maje: who is pro- 
ceeding to Khorasan-on the 26th July, received me this evening, 1 congratulated 
im on the successful termination of what at one monient threatened to be a serions 
disturbance My remarks were followed by a prolonged and gloomy silence, His 
Majesty tlien leant forward and withesudden animation exclaimed : Tell me, what 
esactly are your own impressions of this business?’ I replied that although at first 
T had been’ inolined to suspect. Russi stance, and. to explain thereby both 
the comidence of the movements in Azerbaijan and Khorasan and the optimism 
ie leaders of both mutinies, yet on later consideration 1 could find no evidence to 
show that these movements had been in any way concerted ov inspired, My present 
impression was that they were both spontaneous and due simply to the discontent in 
the army at the serious arrears of pay, His Majesty was visibly incensed at this 
nd relapsed aga into silence, toebing Hip amber reat WU | 
ervous invitation, I therefore expressed my gratification that His Majesty had 
decided himself to visit Khorasan and to form his own conclusions; his personal, 
intervention would, I felt sure, restore confidence not only in Khorasan itself Int 
in other provinces where similar discontent was reported, His Majesty. muttered 
the situation was indeed obscure, and that his visit would doubtless 
ne light-on the origins of the movernent and the responsibility oF those 
corned 
2 1 am under the impression that the gloom displayed by Reza Shalt ig 
Attributable to preocoupations other than mere disappointment at the manifest 
disloyalty of the army of the east, Tn the first place he evidently realises that the 
point is nov whether the Russians were or were not responsible for the recent dis 
Luithanees, but that they are in the position to engineer or exploit similar disturbances 
in the fature. He made it clear to me, when L raised the matter of the preferential 
tariff accorded to Russia, that he suffered angrily under: the physical helplessness of 
p in regard to her northern neighbour, He. did not deny. the obligation 
incumbent on Persia to impose a nmniform tariff, but his assertion of this obligation 
Was qualified by a reference to Russian insistence accompanied by a gesture of 
angered despair. In the second place it appears that Hig Majesty. suspects. that 
these risings were engineered hy Jan Mohammed Khan himsel?, and wore aimed 
‘At the present dynasty. Tam, of course, tinaware on what hie bases so far-fetched an 
assumption, He gave me the impression, however, of a man beset. by dangers fto1 
without and from within, and reacting to these dangers. not with any dynamic 
movement of the will, but with a subjective fecling of sullen rage. It is possible that 
His Majesty, who was visibly in a torpid and melancholy condition of health, may, 
mn leaving his suburban villa for the ardours of an August voyage, recover his old 
objective energy and his former formative intelligence, His il-t will in such 
nnvevent find an outlet in action, and his prestige and popiilarity will very quickly be 
restored 
Copies of this despatch are being sent to the Government of Tndia and to His 
Majesty's High Commissioner for Tray, Bagdad. 
Thaye, &e 
HAROLD NICOLSON 
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Mn, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Receired August 16.) 
(No. 357.) 
Sir 1 
THE emergency mea suppress 
tie rising in Khorasan e atch 
to Meshed of certain reli 
troops were rushed to the front by motor transport 
disposal of the military was insnflicient, it became necessary H 
all available private motor ears. Foreseeing that. incidents would arise which would 
involve the capitulatory rights of British subjects, T visited the Acting Minister for 
Foreign Affaity on the morning of the 7th July and urged him to warn the military 
authorities and the police that no British cars should he seized except with the 
Consent in each case of His Majesty's Legation, He promised to do so, but on my 
return to Gull L was informed Gat a British Indian subject had already’ com 
plained of such seizure ‘The police were at once notified and the ear has, 1 
Understand, since heen returned, ‘The principle had, however, been violated. and 1 
therefore felt it necessary to address to the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs the 
note which forms the first enclosure to this despatch. In this note [committed the 
mistake of referring to British treaty rights and of not basing my protest solely on 
established usage. ‘The Persian Government were not slow to take advantage of the 
opening thus afforded, and countered with the note oF the 18th July, in which they 
contend that no, treaty: confers such itmmunity upon the nationals of capitulatory 
Powers. It might be possible perhaps to contest this argument on the grounds not 
only of inviolability of domicile, but on those of the mability of the Persian ¢ 
mont to proceed in law against a British subject I felt sure, however, th 
would) not desite me to embark ona gratuitous disonssion of the 
capitulatory position in Persia, and T have, therefore, replied to Dayood Khan 
Meftah's note inthe note which forms Enclosure to this despateh Should the 


present Minister for Roreign Affairs desire to pir lisenssion further, shall 
Within, be enabled to stifle his ardowe 


Thaye, & 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enolosuré tin No dy 


Mr, Nivolson to doting Minttter for Roreign A fpair 
(yo, 11) 
Mi le Ministre, Gulhek, Judy 7 
THAYVE the honour to refer your Excellency t 
Abject of the requisition of transport (automobiles) the property of British, British 
huitian, and Tragi subjects in the present emergency As regards cars belonging to 
British aud British Indian subjects, 1 had the honduy to express to your Excellency 
any: gratification that no seizure of such ears hind as vet come to my notice, since such 
‘action would have obliged me to inyol Hits enjoyed hy all British 
jects: L regret, however, that, since my return to Guitiek, I have heard that such 
ire has, in fact, been executed, and { feel sure that your Excellency will i 
urgent instructions to secure that all such wars re returned to their owner 
that such incidents ave not repeated. As regards cars belonging to 1 
explained to your Excellency that 1 did not claim the same exemption, but 
amphasised the necessity for a clear and explicit form of requisition being provided 
in each case: [was given to understand that in eaeh and every ease where a car had 
Keon or was being requisitioned a requisition receipt, and, in fact, a requisiti 
tract, Was being issued, T regret to find that this principle is not in every 
wwing observed, but that, on the contrary, the military and police authorities are 
seizing cars belonging {o Iraqi nationals by force and refusing to isste any form of 
requisition receipt. Such cases are being reported to this Legation almost hourly 
and’ T beg leave to request your Excellency to be so good as to have the necessary 
instructions issued by the competent authorities for au immediate cessation of this 
practice. I must at the same time reserve the right to claim on behalf of those 
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Iraqis whose interests in this country are under the protection of His Britannic 
Majesty’ s Government the full value of their cars and motor parts so seized. 

Your Excellency will remember that I was glad to assure you that this Legation 
were desirous Hot to cause unnecessary difficulties for the Imperial Government at a 
oment of national ney Lami constrained, however, to protect the interests 
uid treaty rights of the nationals whom I represent, and to secure that the principles 
f the existing treaties and of international law are upheld, L have little doubt that 
your Excellency will, with your habitual helpfulness, co-operate with me in securing 

Yoidauce of all such unfortunate incident 
Tavaily We. 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 60. 


Copy in transtation of a Note from the Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs to His 
Majesty's Chargé tA ffairi 


No. 4740, dated Vir Mah 26, 1305 (July 18, 1926), 
Mile Ch 5, 
IN reply to your note of Tir Mah 15 (July 7, 1926), No, 191, 1 have to state 
that you are certainly aware of the fact thal it is the universal, custom to use 
sly-owned trausport, in eases of emergency, for military requirements. This 
atedly been done in Persia, and the existing treaties do not confer immunity 
-s af ehtiergency on foreign subjects, 

The Ministry of War, through the Police Department, has, employ rt 
jumediate transport of troops motor cars belouging to, private individuals and it 
Hinctien arvanaedd that the here of these vars shall be paid to the owners in. advan 
it the rate of the day, It any British subject has a complaint, to: make about the 
Houspayment of the Hire of his car, Go. he should address his grievance to the 
proper quarter and there is to doubt that it will receive the attention it: deserves and 
te dealt with in accordance with just 

T avail, &e. 
AHL 


Enolosure 8 in No. 60, 
Mr. Nicolson to the Minister for Koreign A ffairs, 


M. fe Ministn Gulhik, July 28, 1926, 

HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of his Excelleney Dayood Khin 
Meftal's note No, 4740 of the Isth July relative to the requisition of motor 
transport by the Persian military authoriti 

Tam grateful for the assurance that such transport has not been requisitioned, 
init merely hired against payment in advance, and for your offer to. give equitable 
consideration tony cases in which such payment has nob been made, “Tam glad to 
take note of this assurance and shall not fail, if need lig, to profit by the offer by 
whieli it is accompanied: 

I regret, however, that 1 cannot accept without formal reservation the conten 
tion which is implicit in his Excellency’s note that the existing treaties and the 
practice based theron do not render the nationals of those States which enjoy treaty 
Tights imimune from all forms of forcible seizure, As, liow in view of the 
issuirarices contained int the above-mentioned note, the right of such forcible seizure 
jas not in this ease been invoked, have no desire to raise the point of principle or 
to trouble either your Excellency’s Government or my own with the serious 
Controversy: whieh might thereby he provoked. 

Tavail, &e. 
HAROLD: NICOLSON 





[15791] 
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{E 4810/2851/34) No. 61. 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received August 16.) 

(No. 360) 
Sir, Lehran, July 27, 1 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 267 of the 22nd June regarding the 
rights held by His Majesty’s Legation over the village of Gulliek, I have the honour 
to report that an incident has receutly arisen in this connection out of the desire of 
the Persian Government to’ take a census of the villagers, Feeling that to 
suich a request would place us in tn untenable position, I authorised His Majes 
Vice-consul to issue a notice that the Gulhekis were in this respect to conform: to 
the regulations, ‘The villagers replied by a written protest and a threat to take 
hast. [accordingly received a deputation of their elders, and with some difficulty 
induced them to realise that compliance with my instructions would not necessarily 
eiitail for tiem the loss of their privileged siatus. [explained to them that the 
essential point was not whether they registered as Persian subjects, but whether 
this registration was effected with the consent of this Legation and under its 
‘uspives, In order to make sure that this precedent shall not be quoted against tus, 
Thave ut the same time addressed to the Persin Government the uote of which a 
copy isenclosed herein ‘This note may: provoke a rejomder which in its turn may 
Toad to @ controversy in such am eventuality T ani sufticiently prepared with 
counter-arguments, aud shill only trouble you further if the Persian Government 
ais any points which T muy’ feel tinalile to answer without further authority 

Thave, &c 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enclosure in No 61 
Uh, Nicolson to the Persian Minister Jor Foreign A piair 


M. le Ministre, Gulhek, July 

1 TAViE ‘the honour to recall to your Excellency the oral’ diseiissions: wtucki 
have taken pluce between Yous Ministry and Us Legation regarding the tukiiy 
‘of the cousus on the villagers of Gruthek 

Tho intimation was mide to this Legation that it was uecesary for these 
Villagers, as Persian subjects, to take out their sijills 

T hive the honour to imorm your Exeallency that while reserving to te 
Legation all the Fights conferred hy fivmin on His Magesty's Ministers over th 
Village and yillagors of Gulliol, tl 
Go-operate with the vilicidl designated by the Ministry of the Interior to iste the 
sijills 

T have the honour to request, therefore, that 1 indy be informed of the name ot 
the ollicial so designated and the date on which he proposes to begin his duties. ‘The 
ecessary instructions will then be issued to the Kedkhuda to do what is necessary 

T have the honour also. to request that the ollictal desiginted ‘may be instructed 
to comply with the regulations of this Legation is regards the village, and to notity 
his requirements and Carry out his duties through the intermediary of the Kedkhuda, 
who is the Legation representative 

L avail, &o: 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 





(1 10349/7/373) No. 02, 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received August 17) 


Tehran, July 28, 1926 
VE the honour to transmit herewith copy of Vireular No. 42, dated the 
28th July, cent to His Majesty's consular officers in Persia, on the subject of exchange 
of visits between foreign representatives in Persian provinces and Persian Goyerno 
and karguzars 
Thave, &o 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 62. 


Cireulur No. #2 to tis Majesty's Consular Officers: in: Persia 


Sir, Giilhok, July 28, 1926, 

1 HAVE to mlorm you tliat at u recent meeting of the Diplomatic Body held to 
esauinie the question of the exchange of visits between foreign representatives in the 
provinces ad Goveriors and karguzars, the procedure laid down in the note, of 
Which & copy is enclosed herein, was agreed to by all the foreign representatives 
Who attended. Tlie American and the Atuhan Ministers were not present 
ucetiny, but there is tio reason to suppose that they will dissent from te conclusion 
reached. 

these proposls haye been 

Persian uth erming all Tuture procedure, It is possible 

de held to derogate from the position at present maintaining 

Dut it must be realised that I was unable to withhold my consent to the procedure 

ow proposed owing to the fact that a former British Minister at Tehran had alveady 

his a&e he formalities now to be 

wes his card on the 

ter returns the card by 

agreed procedure cin be devised for the exchange 

ont consitlar officers and, Amir: Lashki nu should, therefore, 

t ingenuity which hus always been so marked characteristic of His 

Majesty's consular officers in Persia in discovering a middle course such as will 

either diminish your own prestige, offend the civil authority, non render impossible 
future friendly relations with the Amir Lashkar concerned 
Tam, &o 

HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enolosiire 2 in No: 


Procedure for bvchane of Visits between Korcign Representatioes and Persian 
Luthoritivs. 


LE Corps diplomatique acorédité & Vohéran a esaming ln note di Ministbre 
los Affaires ctrangores, en date du 16 juin 1925, concernant Véehunge de visites 
ih province entre les représentanits consulitires étrangers eb les autorites pe 

‘Animé div désir de voir régler cette question pitr un protocole clairement ¢ 
Je Corps diplomatique a de soumettte i Papprdciaition du Ministre des 

Lines Gtrangéres le prajet suivant, qui, il n’en donte pas, aura son!approbition 

1. Les roprésentants consulaires des Puissinces Crangdres en provinee doivent 
faire la premitre visite aux Gouvorneurs générauy et Gouverneur 

Rem, Les Gouverne \érauix ov Gouvernenrs nouvellement arrives i leur 
poste doivent toljotirs faire remettre lenrs virtes aux représentants consulaires les 
Puissunces étranybres avant de recevoin leurs visites 

2. Le Gonve Aliou le Gouverneur doit rendre sa visite aux: repré- 

s consitlaires da i de trois jours 

En ce qui concerne Péchange des visites entre Tes repréventants eonsulaines 
ot Jes Kargouzars—leé dernier arrivant doit rendre la. premiere visite 

4 ent consitlaire de Paissince iro est de nationalité persane, il 
aura h faire le prem ite au Gouvernement général, Gouverneur on kargouzar, 





E 4811 /284/34 No. 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Receired August 16.) 
No. 363.) 
Sir, Gulkek, July 27, 1926. 
IN my telegram No, 177 of the 24th July Thad the honour to report that | made 
representations to Reza Shah regarding the position of the ex-Valiahd and other 
members of the deposed Imperial family, J justified my intervention on the ground 
(15791) a 
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y that we had been co-signatories of the protocol of 1909 and the notes of 1912, 
We felt that the condition of these distinguished exiles was derogatory to 
the dignity and reputation of the new régime. I asked His Majesty to authorise me 
to discuss with bis Government the means hy which some provision could be made 
not only for the ex-Valiahd, but for the remaining members of the family of the late 
Mohammed Ali Shah, His Majesty, somewhat to my surprise, replied to my 
presentations With sympathy and good humour. He said that any permanen 
firrangement would at the present moment meet with difficulties in the Majlis, but 
that he would instruct the Prime Minister to take steps to enable the e lial at 
once to dispose of the two properties assigned to him by the Majlis, As regards the 
widow of the late Shak, there would be no objection to her coming to Tehran, when he 

Would see that some provision was made for her maintenance 
2, Encouraged by these assurances | approached the Prime Minister on the 
His Highness informed me that the Shah had, in fact, told him of my 
sentation and aut 1 him to discuss with me whether any settlenient could 
he reached; The’ difficulty, of course, was fo find some means of providing the 
@x-Valiahd with sufficient’ funds for his immediate requirements, 1 could at once 
inforin the latter that the two, properties assigned to him by the Majlis were his to 
rose Of, bub it wats to he doubted whether this assurance would satisty His Imperial 
Highness ov provide hitw with any immediate cash, T enquired, therefore, whether 
Anything cond be done regarding the 20,000 tomans whick lad been voted to him 
on'account of arrears in the civil list. Mustauii replied that this 20,000 tomans had 
Keen taken by the Ministry of Wir in repayment of an advance made by them to 
the)ex-Valinhil sone two Years ago for Ins journey) to Tabriz, ‘This journey lid 
Hot materintised, and the Ministry of War had been justified in refunding themselves 
for the advance tide; it wus useless an prosent circumstances to hope that they would 
hand ithis money over. At the same titne, the Prime Minister agreed with me th 
it was disntcelul to lave the ex Vidinlid and his mother in penury, and he assured 
e that iF he found his position with the Majlis to bea seeitre otie he would bring 
forward a Bil providing for a regular annual pension He did not despair of 
inducitig the Majlis to pass some such provision, provided the Shah were behind hint 

‘and that he wore wiven tine tavtfully to prepare the ground 
3. [thon enquivediabout the widow of Mohammied Ali Shab, Mustanii stated 


































































































that the difiouley wasithat this lady was living with her two younger sons, and that 
it was doubtful on the ono hand whether she would consent to be separated from 
then, arid on the other, whetherthe Shah would consent to their 

mother torVehran. it» ys, of course, inigittous that Ahmed Shab, 





rimassed & fortune of 4 million tonuins, stiould do nothing for his relatives. ‘he 
dontempt with which Mustuuli spoke of his late Sovereigh, was no less bitter: th 
thot with which Reza Shah had himself referred to His exoistic prede 
hot disguise to either that 1 was inclined to shinre their oritieisin 

4, In-conclusion the Prime Minister assured me that now that the Shih no 
longer frowned on the proposal he was prepared to do everything to help, —T-doulit 
myself whether the Shah's alleged opposition Was founded upon anything more thin 
the imaginative timidity of his Prime Minister. ‘The latter, whatever his faults, is 
A min of distinguished fooling, and T feel sure that within the limit of his abby 
Capacity he is anxious to help, Meanwhile, L have already prepared the ground 
With Dr, Millspaugh, and 1 donot, for once, antierpate soric position from that 
quarter 




















L have, &e 
HAROLD NICOLSON 












|B 4812/4923 /34 No. 64. 








Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received August 16.) 








f Guthek, July 25, 1926. 
nsmit te. you herewith a copy of an interesting 
despatch received. from His Majesty's consul at Shiraz satan Gene 
disconteht in thy Province of Fats, Mr. Chick's report shows clearly that it ts the 
oppression ‘of the military rather than any inherently rebellious spirit which is 
driving the people to revolution, ‘The Kashgai tribe furnish a ecb a rnae 
process which appears to he in fermentation throughout: the provinces. They 





“LT HAVE, the honour to 
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welcomed the removal of Soulet-ed-Dowleh, and looked forward to haying to pay in 
future only their legal revenue, which was mich Jess than Soulet had taken 
id much more than he hadjever remitted to Tehran. ‘They now find, he 
that the Military Governor is as rapaci et himself, and that the Bina 
tment now propose to legalise these exactions, Tt is noticeable that in Fars 
fere the growing discontent is directed as much against the American advisers 
ist the Shah and his military suppor 
Thave agreed to a proposal of theinilitary attaché to this Legation that he 
slioutd reail extngets from this despateh to the Chief of the General Staff, "The source 
Of our information would not of course be disclosed, 
































Thaye, &e 
TIAROLD. NICOLSON. 


E 





Josure in No. 64. 


Consul Chick to My, Nicolson 
(No, 60, Confic 
Sir, 





atial)) 
Shiraz, July 12, 1026 

honour to inform you that Mirza Thrahim Khan Kawai paid a 
erday. in order, he said to read to-me the reports he had: received 
| Mita Muhammad: Ali Khan Kayami (Nazim-ul-Mulk), 
a body of some 150 tufangehis raised from the Kawam 

inst, the 
ruzabad and 








T HAV 
visit to me ye 
from his brothe 
who is in command 0} 
propetigs anit despatled at the eet ‘of the military, authorities 
Sutlaw, Mehdi Surkhi, whose recent rivages in the districts between I 
Shiraz have been mentioned in the Shira diaries. 
2 Mehdi isa truculent chief of a hand oF semi-uomads, allied but not actually, 
Jolonging to the Kashgai, gencrally inhabiting the Khwajai district south-west of 
Shiraz, and some months ago was punished for his depredations and brought into 
Shiraz Then, as the Amir Lashkar has explained to me, instead of hanging hint 
alone, the Governor-General and other local authorities made the mistake of allowing 
the man's tents to be plundered, Asa result, Mehdi has been driven into open 
rebellion against, the Governtent and its injustice because he had already: been 
imprisoned and fined, He has destrayed crops, harried villages over’ a wide radi, 
Tut shot in-cold Mood and then burnt the body: af the Kadkhuda of Darinjan in 
Siakh district 95 miles from Shiraz, \ detachment of thirty soldiers unde 
lieutenant was sent ont, but could domothing. ‘hen, as stated above, the military. 
dalled in the nesistance of the feudal tufangchis of Kawam, and sopplied them with 
mn 

3. ‘The reports of Nazimaul-Mulk, dated the Sth and 9th July, were serious, 
J found the Surkhis strongly entrenched in. sangars near Thrabimabad: in 
aj some 8 miles only from Kirnzabad district, And, instead of the 
venty Surkhis reported to be with Mehdi, hy found that many of the small Kashg 
S aich as the Mehtarkhanch (Amuleh of Soutet-ed-Dowleh), Garaghanlt 
Namadi, and Haji Babar Dakuzly had joined the Surkhis, and raised’ the strength 
the whole to over 200 men, Such was the insolence of these rebels that they wer 
playing their drums and“ nagareh-khaneh” in their sangars, ‘They were bette 
Supplied with rifles and ammunition than the Kavami levies, who, strange to the 
Aiutrict, did not know the ground and had no guides, For fifty-three hours there had 
heen constant firing: three levies had been wounded | Nazim-ul-Mulk hesitated to 
order a charge on the rebel positions for fear of heayy losses. ‘The thirty soldiers 
iad effected a junction with hims nt he appealed urgently for more soldiers and 
vains, On the Vth July, therefore; the Chie! of Staff sent off fifty more men, one 
mountain un, one maxim, and two Lewis gins, ‘The latest report, tanconfirmed, was 
that the rebels had! abandoned their positions 

{Mirza Ibrahim Khan Kawami went on to say that the general situation was 
not vet out of hand, but disquieting, ‘The security of the country-side, whieh had 
been remarkably good some six: mor Whierens then any 
single soldier could be sent out and b el now the res) 
the army was fast disippearing in I The military Government of the Kashgat 
fad failed to bring to heel the smaller and wilder-clans, and had now passed north 
on the Sarhad m 1 these potential bandits behind in the 
districts south of Shiraz, anta; gainst the Government hy the oppression and 
fleecing of the ex-Military Governor. 
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aran, Ayyaz Shaibani round Famur, 

and Kasim Khan in Chahar-rahi effectively. It was not a good sign that for the 
past month the Amnich had forbidden the transit of the mails to Bushire by night 
between Shiraz and Kazarun owing to Mehdi Surkhi, [had been struck, when the 
Surkhi depredations had frightened the disarmed villagers nearer Shiraz a month 
‘ago, that the military authorities had, for their defence, begun to issue rifles back 
to the villagers, on the application of village.owners ( 
‘This is avery diflerent policy to that of the summer of 1925, whet 
began. Most’significant of all has been the failure of the mil 
disarmament, and its superficial nature. The Kashyai have perhaps delivered up 
8,500 rifles; and the sottled and usually tranquil villages fora certain radius round 
Shiraz were disarmed at the beginning; but practically all districts beyond 2 
sonth of the Shiraz plain down to the coast, and the smaller clans, and the Mamasanni 
have not been tackled. ‘There its even been fighting 85 miles from Bushire in the 
Shabankareh district, which was supposed to have been completely disarmed 

‘These half-measures haye gradually leit a had impression on publie opin 
Tt is true that some 600-800 troops are expected buck from Luristan in anoth 
twenty days, biit it remains to be seen whether they are promptly and effectively used 
to suppress disorder, or allowed to remain inactive at Shi As you will have 
noticed in the Bushire military return, the soldiers there have been without pay for 
nine months, and approsimately similar conditions prevail here. 1 

neral, in private conversation, related to me a few 
remonstrated with the Amir Lashkar at. soldivrs beati 
wage, and then getting into uniform in the mornings some fantastic su 
to the Southern Division for arrears from ‘Pchran, so Awnir Lashkay had told him 

5, Mirza Thrahim Khan Kawam then hrought to my’ notive the recent action of 
the Finance Department in Fars, which, in his opinion, would by certain to prejudice 
the general situation in the Kashgai 

During the Military Governorship since | gust of Yawar Mahmud Khan 
Panwin very considerable sums were extorted | und Jeading 
‘men of various clans over and above the customary amounts payable in taxes by those 
clans, Complaints against his rapacity hecame so general that six weeks ago he 
removed from the post and sin enquiry held. 

‘The Binancial Directorate, whio 
following astonishing decision: Taki 00 tomans us the amount 
taken in taxes from a olan during the last year of Souletel-Dowleh’s régime, and 
hearing the protest of the Kalantar that another 1,000 tomans had heen extracted 
from the olan by the Miliiry Governor for his own pocket, z told 
hy the Kalantar that benefit from the collection of the taxes was P 500 tomans, 
the finance officials announced that they would require this year m total. of 
4,000 tomans from that clan. Tn this way, instead of the scheduled and statutory 
tax payable hy the Kashgai trike asia whole being approximately 60,000 tomans, the 
finance officials have ordered payment of some 90,000 tomans this year 

Such a total, levied under the hitherto system among the tribes, is far 
beyond the capacity of the tribesmen to pay in the iinpoverished state of tie country. 
and, if pressed by the Kalantars on the clansmen, will, so Mira Thrahim Kha 
Kaywam and the military command and the newspapers of Fars apprehend lead to 
revolt of the clansmen against the oppression, and to numbers of tents desertin. 
their clan units and hiding themselves in various parts of the province, more ur less 
outa, thins producing n state of chaos in the tribal government, and greatly 
increasing the risk of disorders in the province. The obst id ignora 
of the financial officials, imperfectly acquainted with the conditions of tribal 
Whether American officials or Tehrani assistants, appear to me midsummer tuadness 
A tax per capita on the tribal flocks would, as T know from Kalintars themselves, 
be regarded as fair, and a great improvement on the existing schedule; Int the 
Finance Department seem to wish to accentuate the evils of the latter. This is not 
the only recent instance of a distict being phinged into turmoil ly their lack .{ 
moderation, s 

Tha recent, paper read before the © Bri f International Affairs” 
in'London, Sir A. T, Wilson gave it-as his opinion: “There is some danger that the 
Persian Government, which is both ont of touch and out of sympathy with the 
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provinces—more particularly with the nomadic element—may be tempted to utilise 
the strong military force, which has been created in recent years, to increase taxation 
in what is at present a very poor country, to an extent which tribes and others may 
find intolerable, with the result that large sections of the country may be tempted to 
revolt, thus setting the clock back for a long period of years.” This statement requires 
some qualification, as it is already somewhat out of date by changing condition 
but the last thing B nterests in Southern Persia could contemplate wi 
equanimity would be a recrudescence of disturbances in Fars, T doubt, however 
whether Major Hall is a man to take in good part a friendly. note of warniny 

6. A copy of this despatch hias been sent to the Political Resident in the Persian 
Gulf, Bushire, 

Thave, & 
HG. CHICK 





E 4814/402/34), 
Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain, (Received August 16.) 


367.) 

Gulhek, July 29, 1926. 

T HAVE the honour to enclose herein, in original and im translation, one of 
the multigraphed liroad-sheets or“ shalienamehs ” which are frequently circulated 
in the bay: id other public resorts and which are extensively used by the agents 
‘of Russian’ prop The present broadsheet is entitled “Nxtinetion of 
Pablavi's dy and purports tobe circulated by the "Party of Nation; 
Independence jerty "—an organisation previously unknown, The tone of this 

js paper is so identical with the verbal propaganda being circulated by. 
Bolshevik agents, that its origin can scarcely be in doubt, ‘The question whether 
anything should he done to counter such propaganda has, as you are aware, already 
espondence ending with Sir P. Loraine’s despatch No, 85 of the 
th Febrnary, 1925). My general view is that the harm caused by these statements 
is riot as yet such as to, justify the heavy. expense which would be entailed by any 
connter-organisation, Sneh an organisation, to he of any. value, would haye to be 
en skilled and highly paid direction, T'should hesitate at present 
such extravagance, Russian y 

directed, is so self-contradictory that in a. propor i it defeats 
own ends. ‘The remaining, ent, isveer ight in moments 

Crisis prove di «that it gives to 
the Persian lower classe: mpression is directly responsible 
for whatever happens ‘ivi such an i in some respects highly 

easiness regarding our 
Were the Persian publie really ava uir spotless integrity they might 
feast to resard tis with any respect at all sire you, none the less, that t! 
nethods and the results of Russi da are vigilantly serntinised by this 
Jegation, and that T shall not fail to address a die warning to you if and when T 
amennvinge fat sounkermessites mist De consid 
&6. 


HAROLD NICOLSON. 


st night that the Shah, 
for Khorasan, had read 
ad informed them that 
fie was convinced that it had been circulated hy the Russian Embassy. He cited 
s evidence that the Soviet Government were determined to destroy the existing 
régime, and as a just of b sion to buy off the Russians by sendi 


PS. July 81, 193 


‘Taimurtache on a mission of concil Tt must be admitted, therefor 
Droad-sheet has achieved the purpose for which it was circulated 
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ms Enclosure in No. 65. 
(Translation,) 


" Eetinction of Pullaci's Dynasty 


AFTER three weeks’ bloody fighting the revolt in Khorasan was put to an end. 
Khorasan was fighting alone, and, therefore, the revolutionary y which, with 
the assistance and co-operation of the nation, rose against the Sovereign, could 
jiol succeed) and the Shah was able to deapatel troops from other parts ofthe co 
and extinguish the revolution, 
‘The Khorasan revolutionaries had no firearms and, what is more, no cartri 
uv the Government received arms from the British Government yia Duzdab. 
despotism of the British Government has thus directly assisted the ry reign 
of Pahlavi. Pablavi and all of his friends were going to hand over the leadership of 
the Persian army to the Britishers, but the nation, the individuals of the army and 
ealol ety. Pahlavi and the 
ish agents—Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, Kawam-es-Sult Nusrat-ed-Dowleh, Davar 
Taddayun, cannot live without the direct ice of British despotism. 
‘These persons have a joint interest, but the interests of the Persians ly dit 
Dear Fellow-Count yn 1 Although there is Constitutional Government in 
Pergia, 190 revolutionaries were and another batch is expecting a 
similar fate, ‘This is.the justice of the new Shab | 
In Khorasan a number, amounting to nearly 1,000 men, of the reyolutionar 
host of whom were mounted, crossed the frontier aud entered Soviet territo 
Among them were several revolutionary. offic At the time when Khorasan, 
and Khoi were fighting against the dictatorship of Pahlavi, Tehran, Resht 
and Tabriz remained silent, aid propaganda had not been sufficiently disseminated 
‘tong the troops despatched to quell the revolutionaries 
Notwithistanding: the defects in the organisation of the new rev 
n and Salmas, a hard blow has heen dealt to the reign of Pah 
displayed by the Government and Amir Lashkats is the best pyro 
instability of the Government, ‘The nation and individuals of the army now 
stand that they cun ruin this cruel sovereignty. They live hecome wise and discern 
their own executioner, ‘The paverty and indigence af the nation and the ec 
crisis on the one hand, and the autocricy of Pahlavi on the other, are evidences of 
impending danger to the dictatorship of Pahlavi, and the repetition of such revolts 
ean only be ox ed; but care must be exercised to see that the exper ained 
fag a) result of the last revolution is ma of inthe nest. The organisa 
tions should be strengthened and propaganda on a larger should be 
disseminated amongst the soldiers and the nation, Decision and resolution 
required to stamp out the sovereignty of Pahlavi 
Long live war against new and old dynasties, against treason, against British 
agents and against Vossuk-ed-Dowlehs! Long live war im the cause of the 
National army and in the cause of a National Republic! 


(Dated 80th Tir, 1305 (July 22),) 
Lanerty Ap Txperennescr Parry 





/'B 4820/21/34) No, 66. 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. — (Received August 1.) 


(No, 377.) 
Bi 


Gulhek, duly 31, 1926 
T HAVE the honour to report that on the 24th May lust « British-Indian subj 
of the name of Manuel d’Souza.was arrested by the Persian police and handed over 
to His Majesty's Legation. D'Souza had been engaged at Bagdad by Major Arthur 
Bentinck of the Traq Ministry of Defence to act as chauflenr durmg his visit to 
Porsin. ‘The charge against him was that he had taken out the ear without permis 

sion, and that while in an intoxicated vondition liad ran over and killed a 
nd twodonkeys, ‘There seemed no doubt that a primd facts case had lien established 
Against him, and the man was therefore detained in the Legation pendin 


gt uissions 
with the Persian authorities. 
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gree that the Bentinck be withdrawn on payment of damages 
jor which [already hold his deposit. ‘The difficulty was to reach some agreement 

the criminal case preferred against the chauffeur, Under the ruling 
conveyed in Foreign Office despatch No, 92 of the 19th February, 1924, 1 wa: 
precluded from allowing the case to be heard except in the British’ consular court. 
On the other hand, the Pe expressed their inability to withdraw 
the prosecution already filed of the Foreign Office Tribunal 
»n to prosecute him in the British conswlar court, I pointed out that such proceedings 
wonld be little short of farcical, since neither they nor we would be able to execute 
jny sentence thus pronounced, 1 offered at the sanie time, if they could find a possible 
‘oinpromise, to guarantee to the plaintifls in the civil action the damages which might 
heaccorded, ‘The president of the Foreign Office Tribunal, who was anxious within 
the limit of his responsibilities to prove of assistance, finally produced the following 
propos 


(1.) The Foreign Office Tribunal to proceed with the civil action, 

(2) The same tribunal to hear the criminal action; no sentence to be passed 
by this tribunal, but merely a judgment to he rendered to the effect that 
the accused had vommitted’a erime, the accused then to be handed over to 
thie Legation for such action as we considered necessary: 


J hive felt justified in accepting this compromise, since the procedure indicated 
snder (2) amounts to little more than w preliminary eu nalogous to the 
justruction, L trust that my action in so doing will not meet with your disapproval 
3. This ineident has emphasised the anomalies which exist. in re 
criminal charges against British subjects in Persia. Tn practice, we are unab 
uccept the evidence, still less the verdict, of the Persian courts, while the prac 
Hificulties attendant on a retrial, after the inevitable delay, of the whole ense in 
1 British consular court will, so long as no legal staff is attached to the Legation, 
yemain almost insurmountable, tn former days, when criminal offences by British 
subj wre so rare as to be negligible, the problem did not, in any acute form, 
ise when the country is being flooded by British and. British: 
Tndi iffeurs, we must expect incidents similar to that now reported ta occur 
with increasing frequency. T cannot but feel that the essential points to s 
(1) that no British subject should be detained in a Persian prisons () that no Brit 
subject chonld be tried except in the Foreign Office ‘Tribunal or, Kargn: 
uid in the presence of his consular representative: (8) that the verdict of 
should only be executable by His Majesty's consular authorities, So long as these 
(hree points are conceded T fail to see why the evidence taken before the Foreign 
Office Tribunal and in the presence of His. Maj offices could not be 
ocepted, and a judgment thereafter issued hy a cons ‘und sentence 
executed 
4. Tn the present ense T see no alternative but to 1 dSouzi back to 
Bagdad and to regard the month that he has been detained here as sufficient punish: 
ment and w The whole c as yon will admit, are alarmingly 
i ‘appeared possible, Such small charges 
been ingurred for-d’Souza's well as the expense of his jonrne 
ud, \vill be submitted for payment to'th ment of Tndia 
T may add that the man himself ix destitute, and there is, a8 far as the 
wation is aware, ho prospect of his being able t id the above expenditure 
‘a copy of this despateh to the Government of Tndia 
Thave, &0, 
HAROLD NICOLSON 
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Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received August 16.) 


Gulhek, July 30, 1926. 
the honour to report. that the 
an Taimurtache, his Minister of 
‘ion to Most T was first told of this on the 
26th July by Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, and, imagining that this mission would be con 
corned only with the liquidation of outstanding questions, T decided merely to inform 
of the 28th duly, however, Lreceived a visit of over 
» Khan Mushiar, the ex-Minister for Foreign Affairs, whose 
sé and common-sense have frequently been brought to your attention by 
Sir Perey Loraine, His Excellency: informed ine, firstly, that the Shah hiad refused 
to communicate to the Cabinet the exact tenor of the inst 
‘Taimurtache, and, secondly, that Memdouh Sh ‘ Ambassador 
at Tehran, and M. Jureneff would hoth take part zotintions, These two 
important factors appeared to give to the forthce ting a somewhat sinister 
Complexion, and the obvious anxiety and distress of Mushar convinced me-that he at 
least regarded the despatch of such » mission with apprehension. T proceeded to 
test, the nature of his suspicions hy r would scarcely, dare to 
initinte any important negotiations without the knowledge of his Government, and 
tht, even if he did s0, no engagements would be hinding winless ratified by the Majlis 
‘To my first objection his Excellency replied that the recent disturbances in Khorasan 
jal convinced Fis Majesty that some comprehensive arranement with Russia was 
ossential to the survival of the present dynasty, ‘To my sevond, he answered with 
the significant remark that the present Majlis would aceept anything which sould 
remove or postpone the Russian menace" nnless they felt tht sich acceptance would 
complicate Persin’s relations with other foreign Powers 
2. Twas this evening visited by Vossuk-ed-Dowleli, who in substance confirmed 
the information given meby Mushar. His Highness added, however, that, on le 
Moscow, Taimurtache would proceed to Angora. The Cabinet, he said, had been 
viven no indication whatsoever’ of the purposes of these special missions, and 
thorefore, in characteristic Persian fashion, entrusted Taimurtache with a mission 
Of their own, By this’ means they hoped not only: to sive their face, hut to forestall 
‘and. possibly to stultify, whatever instructions the Minister of Court might have 
received from Reza Shah, ‘They had in this way authorised Taimurtache to negotiate 
& settlement of all outstanding questions ‘The Caspian fisheries problem was to he 
solved by the creation of a Russo-Persian company with capital shared in equal 
moieties and with a directorate of four Persians to three Russ The technical 
staff was to be Russian, the unskilled Iahour Persian Tenrited of Vossuk wheth 
suich a solution would not give the Soviet Governinent a hridae-head tpan the Caspinn 
littoral. He replied that he much feared that such would he the result, and that it 
was for this reason among others that he had decided to resizn T enquired whether 
Iie had raised with his colleagues the question of the uniform tariff. He replied in 
the affirmative, and added that he had repeated to them the warning which T had 
intimated to him, to the effect that, if Russia were to retain her present illes 
privileges, Hix Majesty's Government and other most-favoured-nation Powers might 
ho obliged to denounce the tariff which they had accepted. His representations had 
t Teast hind the effect of inducing the Cabinet to instrnet Dr. Millepangh and the 
Director of Customs to prepare a new schedule applicable to all frontiers. He 
Hot confident, however, that. if Russia reiected: this new schedule the Government 
would have the courage to insist. T asked him whether the Majlis was likely to pro} 
inore'courageous. He replied that they might do so provided that the Shah refrained 
from exercising pressure upon them. He told me finally that the Cabinet had drafted 
and given to, the Minister of Court a Russo-Persian pact almost textually the s 
‘as that recently signed with Turkey. It was hoped by this means to 
‘Taimurtache conchiding any instrument of a more comprehensive nature. T iid not 
disgnise from him my doubt whether vou would reean) a Russn-Persian pact with 
the same henevolence which you had shown towards the treaty with Turker. He 
answered that he had suggested such a possibility to his colieagues, who had replied 
with vague remarks about England's policy of friendship and non-interference. T 
asked his Highnéss to make it abundantly clear to his colleagues that this policy 


might be strained too far. He again replied that his realisation of this danger was 
one of the reasons of his impending resignation. 

3. Tris possible that Vossuk-ed-Dowleh, who is in a mood of bitter disillusion 
tnent both as regards the Shah and as regards the American Mission, may take a 
Somewhat fauniticed view of these developinents, He admitted tht his pessimisn 
was not wholly shared by his colleagues, but contended that what his colleagues 
happened to be thinking was not to be regarded as of any importance. Mis final 
estimate was that the Shah had proved a bitter disappointment, “un joueur’ de 
comédies,’” and that there was little hope for the country unless the Shah either 
governed in his own name or allowed others to do so, I report these comments for 
What they are worth; T should warn you, however, that Vossuke was speaking in a 
mood of great discouragement and that his judgment may have been disturbed: 

4. My own view is that these alarums are disturbing, not so much because of 
any treaty which may or may not be concluded, but beeatise they indicate that the 
Shah thinks rather of his dynasty than of his country, of buying off his enemies rather 
than of co-operating with his friends, of panie expedients rather than of sound con: 
structive poliey. Ihave little doubt hat whatever pact is coneluted wil te of the 
harmless nature indicated in Sir Perey Loraine’s telegram No, 121 of the Mth May, 
and will, in any case, not be observed hy either party. Lghall not cease, however, to 
manifest great anxiety regarding youn reception of the news, A policy of friendliness 
and non-intervention is hy far the least troublesome palicy which we ean adopt, hn 
it is a negative policy, and leads the Persians, whose only, consistent qualities are 
cowardice and greed, to feel that we can be ignored, A little uncertainty on that 

le anxious and troubled reserveon my part, will do them no harm, You 
also that some more specific warning might be salutary. Meanwhile the 
impression I wish to conyey to you is that the Persia of Reza Shah is nov as yet cithe 
nig or self-dependent, aud that the more friendly relations now established between 
His Majesty's Government and the Persian (overnment are of little positive value 
in the conduct of affairs. 1 do not wish to suggest that this policy shonld be altered 
Tam too well aware that any such alteration would be highly inconvenient; all 1 
Wish to do is to leave vou under no misapprehension regarding the present sitnation, 
‘and to conyey to the Persian Government that there exists somewhere a limit beyond 
not allow them to transyress, 

copies of this despateh to the Government of Tndia and His 

missioner for Lrg, 

T have, &e 
HAROLD NIGOLSON 
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Me, Nicolson to Sip Austen Chamberlain —(Recetved August 16) 


(No. 379. Confidential.) 
Sir; Gutheh, Jily 31, 1926, 
IN his telegram No. 160 of the 2nd July Sie P. Loraing informed you’ that the 
minerah were’on the verge of settl and. in my 
ch No. 314 of the following day Twas able tof you with a record of th 
final interview which the departing: Minister: had held sith the sheikh, the: 1 
Minister and the Minister of Finance, . ‘The assurances exchanged at thit interview 
were such as to o ir P. Loraine that his patient labours on the: sheikh’s 
ded It iswith eurot thiit 1 find! mysel? obliged 
to record that these hopes have been doomed to disappointment, ‘The sheikh's 
difficulties are to-day almost as far from settlement as ever, and T fear that a futthe 
bitter chapter will be added to their history before the yolunue is finally closed. Tn 
order to explain the fresh obstacles which lave arisen it will he necessiiry. forme to 
review the developments which took place earlien in the year, 1 should add. that 
my inform: derived from reliable but very confidential sources, 
ual pressure brought to hear by the Lewation resulted’ some time 
i relerred for a-report to Colonel MacCormack, 
Director of Internal Revenues, On the 15th Mavelr the colonel addressed t6 
Dr. Millspangh a secret memorandum in which he contended that the sheilh had 
no legal right to any Properties other than those sshich he hid punebased with i 
own private income. He even questioned whether * private” properties 
could be reg silly acquired. The hereditary estates which the sheikh 
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claimed to have been confirmed to him hy Tmperial firmans could not be restored to 
htt, sings (1) these: firm 1d not been properly registered; (2) all firmans 
relating to the ports” hi i subsequently cancelled by a reseript of Muzatfer- 
ed-Din Shah; (3) that even if the firmans were valid, the properties were thereby 
hot granted to the sh lone but also to the Arab tribesmen; and (4) that in any 
¢ the firmans were invalid, since the Government had no right to dispose of 
wn domains, In concluding his report Colonel MacCormack also referred to 
ears of taxation, due by the sheikh to the Persian Government, These arrears 
of course, long since been cancelled by the seizure of the sheikh’s revenues 
‘his report was retained for several weeks by Dr. Millspaugh, and was 
finally returned to, Colonel MacCormack with some very apposite comments. A copy 
Of the Administrator-General’s minute was confidentially obtained by this Legatio 
and encouraged them to hope that no serious opposition need be anticipated from 
that ‘quarter, Dr. Millspaugh criticised the first three points of Colonel 
MacCormack’s arguments as follows — 

(1) Ts there anything to show that such registration was necessary? No such 
precision is customary in Persia, and the fact that the sheikh enjoyed his 
properties undisturbed for a period of oyer twenty 8 surely gives 
him a prescriptive right stronger than any such formalities 

(2) The reseript of Muzatiered-Din Shah only refers to. firmans wrongly 
‘obtained, ‘To state that it necessarily refers to the sheikh’s firmans is 
to beg the question 

(3) The argument of copartnership with the Arabs is only valid if it can be 
shown that the Arabs constituted a legal person distinct from the tribe 
of which the sheikh was the head, Dr. Millspaugh did not deal 
specifically with the fourth point of Colonel MacCormack’s memorandum 
xcept by saying that the question of the legal ownership of the lind 
and of the dates planted and other improve ATA EMERLEA OMOTLANICGHTE 
involve complicated legal arguinents; nor did fie mention the arrears of 
taxntion; but the general tone of his comments was such as to show that 
he was in general favourable to the sheikh’s claims 


Colonel MacCormiek appears to have taken no action on the supplement 
of his chief, and it was only when he was on his way home on leave 
that he telegraphed from Kermanshah stating; thit he had forgotten about the matter, 
nil that a commission had better be appointed to consider his own memorandunt 
id Dr; Millspaugh’s comments ani to prepare a final report for the Government 
A commission’ of eight members of the Ministey of Finanee was accordingly 
noniinated by, Vossukced-Dowleh, and 1 am sitisied that their findings were very 
substantially in the sheikhi's favour, It seemed that all that remained to be done 
was to secure that the findings of the commission were put into immediate execntion 
and it was to assure this that Sir P. Loraine sought aud obt the explicit 
promises of Vossuk-ed-Dowleh and of the Prine Minister 
5, It way only a week after Sir P- Loraine’s departure that T awertained 
from Vossuk-ed-Dawleh that Dr wh had at the last moment swung round 
‘and. swas now supporting the ori nteritions of Colonel MacCormack, — Vossuk 
‘Ws a hat ate hopetl of overeoming the Adiminiatealor-Geneeala abgeetions, but 
since then the relations between them have become so strained that I fear that little 
can be hoped tor in that direction. ‘The Prime Minister has, however, undertaken 
to. act as intermediary. between them and. to endeavour ‘himself to overe 
Dr. Millspaugh’s elevenith hour hesitations, I haye promised them not to speal 
Dr, Millspangh myself until their own efforts have proved unavaili 
6. Meanwhile, there is one further point which causes me s y 
finistey of Finance have for years been pressing the sheikh to produce the originals 
of the essential firmans, of which he has hitherto merely provided. then with 
wraphs ‘They have always made it clear that no final settlement ean be reached 
iintil these fi re prixluced in original, The sheikh has always replied th 
he place:t these firmans ina bos which he believed to be ina bankat Basrah, Through 
tho efforts of His Majesty’s High Commissioner at Bagdad we have now been able 
to trace the box, which is intact and/available, When informed of this the sheikh 
did not manifest that pleasnre which T had expected, and the uneasy sus 
assailed me that the firmans are not after all so authentic as we-had supposed 
that as it may, the sheikh has been thrown by these further delays into a mood vergi 
ondespain, Fearing an attempt at suicide on his part, 1 asked for, and obtained, 
ol aheiSHatO peanitesion TorrGim to leave formes, 1 subsequently: discovered 


that His Imperial Majesty had that me 
thimselt. [have at the same heikh not to take advantage of this 
permission except in ext He is suffering from diabetes and cata 
ihis sons are giving him cause for anxiety: he is £2,000 overdrawn at the Tihpe 
Bank of Persia, and [have little hope of inducing them to extend him further credit 
Ido wot deny thav itis irksome and him tried friend of the British 
Empire reduced to so galli 

7 The above desp itten as a revord of the position as it stands 
to-day. My present efforts will be directed to obtaining for the sheikh the relesise 
of at least such a proportion of his properties as will enable him to escape penur 
My future efforts, once T am released from my promise to the Prime Minision, W 
be to show Dr. Millspaugh that he is behaving in a manner which is inintelligent 
and unjust ‘The doctor is not insensitive to the human aspect, and the fundamental 
Virtues of his character should triumph over the rigid obstinacy: which he mistakes 
for conscience 


siven similar assurances to the sheikh 


Thave, &o. 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 
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Mp. Nicolson to Sir Auston Chamberlain. (Received August 16.) 


Teliran, 1, 1926 
LITAVE the hononr to transinit herewith eopy of Intelligenc ry No, 15 
for the period ended the 24h July, 1926, compiled hy the military attaché to this 
le 
T have, &e 
HAROLD. NICOLSON, 


Enclosure in No, 69. 
(Secret, 
Titelligonce Simmury No. 18, for the Berio’ euding July 24, 1926. 
Khorasan 
1. ‘The mutiny in Khorasin is considered! to be definitely over ‘The rebels 
mide little or no stand ayainst the adyance of the Tehran troops and, evacuating 
Kuchan, fled towards the Russian frontier, which, ageording to in ollicial statement 
made by the Soviet Ambassador on the 19t July’ and corroborated by 1 War Ollice 
communiqué, 400 of them crossed on the 18th July, and were disarmed 
The General Staff is, however, not yet free from nervousness; it ix not cl 
what they fear, possibly a Turkonan rising, or perhaps they are still suspicious th 
the mutiny Was. premature movement of an organised rising on a much larger scale 
Bujnurd has been reoeoupied by Government troops, dud an amconfirmed report 
is to the effect that the garrisons of ‘appeli and other frontier posts have 
tablished 
‘the Chief of the General Staff states that the rebel forces ab no time 
exceeded 700 men, of which 400 to 500 were mutinous troops and the remainde 
rifleraff, who had joined in with the hope of loot 
3. It is now fairly well established that no Russian Turkomans joined. the 
mutineers, and assistance from Persian tribes—Kurds of Kuchan and Bujnurd or 
arkomans—was almost negligible 
4, A deputation of Khorasani 1 ts and notablos has arrived in ‘Tehran 
to complain of the extortions of the General Glticer Commanding the Eastern 
Division, 


Mazanderan 

5. The headquarters of the Northern Independent Brigade ordered all ayail- 
able troops in Mazanderan to be despatched to Astarabad,” The troops, however 
haye refused to move unless they are paid 

Th for this move apps rise from the ansiety felt by the General 
Staff regarding the possibility of a Turkoman outbreak, 
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Azarbaijan, 

6. It is confirnied that ashkar Almad Agha has assumed command of 
the North-Western Division, Sartip Mohamed Hussein Khan, the previous con 
inander, has been recalled to Vehran (see paragraph 7 of Summary No. 14). 

Alimad Agha his further taken to himself some of the duties of the civil 
administ lly in co-operation with the Governor-General 

7. Some of the arrears of pay due to the troops in Azarbaijan haye been paid 
lip and discontent on this score huis abated, but all reports agree that there is still 
‘an ugly and sullen spirit latent in the troops, who, though cowed into obedience, are 
incensed it the mass execution of over lifty of the rank and file of the mutineers, who 

ve the sympathy of all the rank and file of the army 

{t is reported that the majority of the rebels have heen apprehended, but not 

igleaders, who have by sow probably eseaped into Rus 
‘he ‘Turkish constil in 'Pabriz has stated thavit is inad\isable t 


mieuition 
Ruuiours of fighting between Kurds and Turks uear the 
Current in all the Persian frontier towns, and refugee Kurds 
Into Persia, but uo reliable details of the course of the op s 
9, A concentration of Persian tr abering from. 1,500 to 2,000 is reported 
iv Khoi and Maku, This does not seem to be altogether accounited for by the recent 
mutiny at Sulmas, and it is just possible that it may be intended to carry out a 
combined operation with the ks for the disarmanient of refugee Kurds who have 
crossed! into Persian territory and are regarded hy the Turks asa source of dang 


Tehran, 


10, ‘Lhe War Otice continues unsuccessfully Lo press the American Financial 
Adviser to approve the grant of an vxtra credit to ullow arrears of pay to be made 
tp to the troops. ‘Lhe sum asked for is reported to be 3 million tomans: 
Dr, Millspaugh takes his stand on the lavy, and insists on the sanetion of Parliament 
ft is reported that the Shali has suggested Uiat the amount should be paid as a loan 
from the sugar and tea tax revenues, how accumulating in the bank, and ullocated 
definitely by Parliament to road and railway construction 

11.” Th the absence of the Minister for War (see paragraph L6 of Summary 

14), the direction of army headquarters Is virtually in the hands of Surtip 
a Khan, the commander ot the Central division although, in theory, the 
Chief of the neral Staff ix acting for the Minster for Wa ‘The latter, in spite 
of his independence of opinion ini some inatters, is in questions of military policy 
guided by Sartip Morteza Khan, so that the Shah, who still insists that all matters 
OF ay iinportance should be referred to him, but who is out of touch with the actual 
vircuinstanes of the urmy and much preoveupied with other matters, is in most 
questions inuch influenced by Surtip Morteza Khan's views, ‘These ate entirely based 
‘ob the latter's determination to make himself if not Minister for War, least 
Unquestionedly the first ollicer in the Persian army ris-d-ris the Shab, and his 
indispensable lieutenant. Lt was largely his intrigues that brought about the down, 
fall of Amin Lashkar Abdullah Khau, when ) for War; and the recent 
tiutinies in Khorasan and Azartiaijan should ate two other rivals in the 
xouiral ollicers commanding those division 

12. It is reported that the War Ollice Commission on Conscription has 
mended that 25,000 reornits should be taken yearly for the army. As the pel 
service with the colours decreed by law for conscripts is two years, at this rate of 
reoriiting the standing army would eventually be 50,000: 

‘Phe ‘press announces that recruiting under the Compulsory Service Avt will 
commence on the 23rd October, 

18, ‘The Shah is expected to leave for Kliorasin on the 26th to make a personal 
investigation into the causes of the mutiny. It is reported that hie will take with 
him General Atpanullah Mirza, who was Chief of the General Staff until April of 
this year, whon lie was dismissed by the Shah. Tt appears that he has been restored 
to favour, and it may be intended to appoint him to the command of the 
Division, 

14. The Shah is now credited by Russian agents with the determing 
hand the Porsian army over to } advisers. Propaganda to this effect 
has been going on for mouths, and a vigorous campaign lias now been launched 
‘against this purely fictitious idea 
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15, ‘The idea of a republic appears to be gaining increasing hold of the minds 
Of the lower classes and of the lower ranks of the army, who atgue that, all virtue 
luaving left the Crown, 1t is better to be ruled by a President whose tenure of the 
collive Will be dependent on the periodical ju of the will of the people. 

16, faddayun has been elected temporary president of the Majlis by a 
considerable majority, ‘Lhe election of ollicers has demonstrated iow far the priest 
politician Modarres, whose iniluence ii the last Parliament was almost paramount, 
as fallen from popular favour. 

47. Ali Kuli Khan Ansari Qushaver-ul-Mamalik), Persian Ambassador i 
Moscow, lis been appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs. He arrived in Enzeli 
on the 24th July, 

Is. {tis annouiced in the press that the Council of Ministers has approved of 
‘contract being made with a certain German enyineer tor the projected iron-Loundry 
in Mazauderat, which is to provide the rails for the Persian railway (Gee also 
paragraph 18 of Summary No, 14). 

19, Sipall Salar, one of the biguest landowners in Persia and the leader of the 
revolutionary army that entered Teliran simultaneously with the Bakhtiaris in 1909, 
several Limes Pritie Minister, committed suivide on the 19th July, owing, it is suid, 
to his mability or unwillingness to pay a large sum demanded as arrears of revenue 
¥ the Finance Department 

20. M. Juranefi has left for Moscow ou leave. It is reported from confidential 
sources that he will tere be joined by eymourtache (Serdar Mu'azzum), Minister 
of the Court, and that the negotiations for the settlement of outstanding questions 
botiveon the two Goveruments—the fisheries, commercial agreement, customs tariff 
and others” which have recently een occupying the Shah and some of his Ministers 
‘ud M, Juraneff, will be completed 

Iv is reported that a draft Bill for the regulation of these questions to be laid 
Uefore the Majlis has been sent to Moscow (Gee also paragraph 1) of Sumnary No, 1) 

21. A Russian aeropline (D1) arrived in Tehran from Moscow on the (th, 
piloted ly a so-called civilian pilot, Maiesell, tt was announced that the Hight, was 
in the nature of an experiment, and the Russians advertised it as a proof of the 
excellence of Ru ian relations; ‘The pilot was entertained to dinner by 
livers of the Gene i. 

22, Abdul Azinn Rashid Pasha, Exyptian Minister in Tehran, left on the 2dth 
‘on recall to Egypt. 


Aermanshah. 


23. ‘The following is an extract trom the diary of His Majesty’s consul at 
Kerimanshal for dune := 
~The state of the troops of the Western Division is deplorable. Unpaid 
ind badly trained, they areina state of discontent, and propaganda is waking 
headway among them,’ 


Khusestan, 


4. this Majesty's consul at Aliwaz reports an inerease of petty robbery. and 
ig OF crops indicating & deterioration in the general security of the province 
condition of unrest’ among the Arabs, which he considers tobe due to the 
estortions of the militury on their own account and to the: pressure being brought 
to bear on the tribesmen, through the military, to secure payment of taxes, 
25. The harvest m Khuzestan this year is good, and a surplus of grain is 
‘available for export. 


Fars. 


26. Recent reports from His Majesty's consul at Shiraz show that there is a 
distinot weakening m the hold the military authorities had secured over the province 

id a notable disappearance of the respect which they had inspired, ‘The security 
of the country hich six months ago was remarkably good, no longer exists, 
he military authorities had failed to deal effectively with several hands of brigands 
iow uctive im the province, and their numbers were consequently increasing,” One 
of these bands, led by the chief of a small tribe, Mehdi Sorkhi, had mustered 200/in 
its last engagement with Government forces, whieh it had easily held at bay. ‘There 
is already suificient disturhance in the province to engage the energetic tiction of 
all available troops, and should the disorder spread the situation might easily get 
out of hand, ‘The disarmament of the province, begun in 1925, has been By ‘no 
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c rable proportion of their arms, 
ineans completed; the Kashigai have still « considerahle proportion Farms 
vie 90 and smaller élans and the coastal districts have not yet been 
tickled ficant feature is that it has heen found recessiry to reissue arms 
How them to protect themselves against brigands. 
rare very discontented. ‘The Military Governorship 
r ey Were at frst prep: 
was substituted for theiy ld tribal governorship, they frst prepared t 
weleome; hit it has prove to be more oppressive id exacting than the old eégiaue 
Tho tribal entity has to a Inge estent sen destrved, and though this may uitate 
‘igainst a rising on a large scale, it may result i the desertion from the clans of 
linits who will resort to briganda iu situation is further aggravated by the 
discontent prevailing among the tre result of their having received no pay 
for several montlis—as much as nine in some cases 
There does not, however, appear to be anything in the situition that would not 
immediately answer to moderately just administration 
W. A. K, FRASER, Major LA. 
Military Attaché 
Guthok, July 24, 1926 





[N 3781/1782/38) No; 70. 
Mr. Nicoton to Sin R. Hodgron (Mosca) —(Iteceived In Porebyn Ofiee, August 16. 


sa Gilhek, Judy 81, 1926, 

THE sudden departure of Mirza, Mobianues! Ali Khiw Farughi, prov : 
ax Zuku-ul-Mulls, for Moscow early in this mont, wad tls sibs a his appoint 
m eae lean} tn at i , lead ine to think that the following y of the 

{ye character of that official would not be without i 

2, His Highnoss is the son of the Ih 
HeencoBigliA and Reaicl)/and cH Rita vty fy education at 
‘Hobran, and assisted his father in managing the official gazottes * fran” and " Ittila, 
He was appointed tutor to Sultan Ahinad Shah in August 1909, and was elected 
President of the Majlis on the oth July, 1910, He has had’ tor many years « reputation 
for litera ol p and legal knowledge 
MS eae rerun ton ie yeanlere/e the lala ia Saniaey J911 bet hald 

nk for the fitst tino as Minister of Finance at the endo nM 
nd 1915 he Was Minister of Justice, « post which he relingutished on the formation of 
Ain-ed-Dowleh's Cabinet of April 1915, 
4) The Oriental Sey of this Legation at that time was inclined to th 
f noueiitity, well read, and probably honest, but withont any sort of init 
ae “ Flistory. of Persin” into 
ation ty the Peace Confer 
ih 1919, On his return several involved legal questions were refin him by the 
IDORT i  SUieaalent td Marae Maite tito ayrota una ok aehieeaten i ie 
1 nogotintions connected. with the Caspian Fisheries 
Ju Nustantsal-Momnalf’s Cabinet of L998 he ves Minister fe Roreign 
In Musbited-Do Wt of June 1928 he way Minister of Fina. 
{ygaun Minister for Porejgi Affairs in October 1928 under 
Minister, ander whom he returned to the Ministry of Bis 4 
eowme Acting Pris Minister in October Li mela Cabinet in the following 
Deceriber, 

7, His Cabinet was not a success, Kew people wane surprised when it fell lant 
June; ‘The:new Cabinet under Mirza Hassan Mu ained bias Minister 
‘of War, an appoititiment so manifsstly us to eause most. people 

8,’ His Highness’s character ist © cultured, 

Porsian gentloman, quite remarkable for lack of enetgy and initiati 

with Sir Peroy Loraine were always cordial, and I personally have « strong reg 

him as a delightful companion, Uiough I have nu t opiniok of hint as a practical 

Adininistrator, 
(Under flying. seal.) oes 


HAROLD NICOLSON, 


a7 
No. 71. 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr. Nicolson (Tehran). 


Foreign Office, August 16, 1926 
YOUR telegram No. 192 of 18th August: Sarhad 


T entirely agree that note should not be sent. 
(Repeated to India.) 





No, 72. 


Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr, Nicolson (Tehran), 
Personal.) 
Poreign Office, Angust 16, 1926. 
YOUR telegram No, 193 of 18th August, 

1 fully realise that, in view of the delay and of the message you received from 
Vuzdap, you could not have acted otherwise, Misunderstanding was in no way 
your fault 

U tmst that no harm has been done, and that effe 


stimulating Persian efforts to control situation and render act 
Tndiwunneces 


yy prove salutary in 
tion by Government of 


for Foreign Affairs refers to. your communication you might 
emphasise its informality and friendliness and the punctilions regard for Persian 
uscptibilities that i d its you might also make it clear that in the peculiar 
al conditions His Majesty's Government cannot divest themselves of responsibility 
the lives of the railway employees. : 





E 4848 /4521/34 No. 


India Office to Foreign Office (Received August 18.) 


India Office, August 17, 1926. 
M dinvcted by the Secretary of State for India to transmit to yon for the 
ation of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs copy of two telegrams to 
wornment of India, dated the 14th August, on the Sarhad situation, 
Tam, &e. 
A, HIRTZEL 


Enclosure 1 in No, 73 


India Office to Government of Lntia, 

(No. 2188.) be i 
(Telegraphic) Angust 14, 1926, 
FOREIGN Department. Your telegram dated the 13th August, No, 1420, 

were specially mentioned because they have an unquestionable claim 

not, however, intended to preclude evacuation of other British 


ith them, as contemplated in Foreign Office telegram to ‘Tehran of the 
q 


Enclosure 2 in No, 78. 


India Office to Government of India. 
(No. 2189.) 


(Telegraph August 14, 1926, 
FOREIGN Department, Your telegram dated the 12th August, No. 1409, aud 

an telegram No, 19) 

T hope question of sending train with armed guard to ) 


jawa will not now 
arise, 


Unless you are convinced that this is absolutely essential for the saving of British 
lives your proposal cannot be sanctioned, 
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E 4876/4521 /34 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Recetved August 19.) 


: India Office, August 18, 1926. 
T AM directed nit to you for the 
information of the a telegram from 


Tam, &e. 
A. HIRTZEL. 


wlosure in No. 74 
Government of India to Tudia Office 


(Telegraphie.) Simla, August 17, 1926, 
FOLLOWING from Agent to the Governor-General in Baluchistan, 
1th August ; 


Army commander and 1 yesterday, 15th, discussed fully situation with 
isher and Betham at Nokkundi, about one hour's flight this side sit 
boing inconvenient for us to meet At latter place Asa result, arthy 
and T have formed the following appreciation 

(z) At present, Persian authorities are negotiating with Dost Muharm: 
at Khyash, “Whether, as a result, Dost Mu i is acknowledged as 

ror and remains in possession, or returus to Bampur on his own terms, 

re no present indications, but, obviously, until after these negotiations 
ure concluded Persian authorities are unable to make any announeement 

"(b), Unless Rekis, who are inimical to Dost Muhammad, or marauding 
hands, for the purpose of looting, make attack on Mirjiya or Duzdap, or both, 
there is no immediate danger, in our opinion, to British lives or property at 
those. places 

"(.) Should, however, such attack take place on Duzdap, we feel, on 
‘assurances of Fisher, that by his plan of evacnating British subjects fron 
to position clos to consulate, where Persian troops re also quartered 
uuimber about 700, British tives will be safe without British inte 
Persian troops are now more contented as they have received pay, and 
isis auld rated Bean iva snllipnifroiy Bade whieh ie peKeDl end 
for removal to, consulate precinots, would also-he safe, Other property loft 
hehind:in bazaar might, however, be loot 

(i) As regards Duzdap, therefore, at present we consider no immediate 
cyneuntion is necessary. 

(a) Regarding “Mirjawa, for following reasons we also consider no 
immediate evacuation of British subjects is necessary. There is within British 
horder and 14 miles distant, a fort which has been disused for some time past 
nd Which, for better name, we will call Webb-Ware Fort, with two water tanks 
Tn case of sudden necessity all British subjects could quickly be evacuated to 
this fort and maintained for twenty-four hours, hy which time the min 
vevssary guards with trains and supplies, which a 
pushed up trom Dalbandin. Fort is about 5 miles, all within B x 
‘cross country from Mildura, 383 [sic] om railway, Betham has adequate 
number of Cliagai levies to protect the Webb: Ware Fort for short period, But 
it ig moat impoable: that marauders or tibennch would operate in British 
limits, but if they did, and then only, our troops would immediately attack and 
push them back to the boundary. 

“(f) Dhere are some scattered railway personnel, such as gangs of 
men &e,, between Duzdap and Mirjawa, who, in ease of trouble, could escape 
into the hills and across into British territory with little trouble or danger. 


eS, consider it necessary 
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immediately move on Duzdap and Mirjawa with a view to consolidating his 
position over whole of Sarhad before the Persians bring in reinforcements, Tn 
such circumstances, we feel that lie would try: to respect British interests, but 
might not be able to control his followers, and it would be best to give Bri 
subjects option of immediate evacuation or of remaining under the arrangements 
indicated at (c) and (¢) above, which could still be carried out, If negotiations 
between the Persian authorities and Dost Muhammad continue unduly long, 
Government might consider the advisability of restricting or discontinuing the 
train service and thus bringing home to Persians their sense of local_responsi- 

ity: otherwise, through procrastination, our forces may be kept at Dalbandin 
for indefinite period. We deprecate any proposals which would necessitate 
breaking up present force at Dalbandin into detachments; nor do we consider 
that at present extra troops are necessary, Tn essentials, we understood that 
Fisher accepted our general coriclusions, but doubtless, if Government consider 
desirable, they will invite his further opinion, as this message is not, heing 
repeated to him, All military arrangements for evacuation are complete at 
Dalbandin, and plans are now being elaborated for conditions indicated at (e) 
above. Furthermore, all officers fully understand the instructions contained 
n your 1407, dated 12th August.” 


Following from Fisher, 16th August 


Following information has beew received from a Persian levy sowar, who 
s just brought from Ladis a sealed cover, which left Khwash on the 14th, 
dressed to the Persian authorities, Duzdap, by Ibrahim, 
* Dost Muhammad is now at Fahreh, and hus Lashkars at Karwanda and 
His Mirza, with another Lashkar, has withdrawn to Marantak, 
25 miles south-west of Khwash, Idu has sent his brother to Gwarkoh to assist 
Ismnailzais to block the road between Khwash and Duzdap, while Taj Mohammed 
hhas refused to allow the Mirza Hasham to advance beyond Marantak, Thrahim 
Khan, with ten Baluchis; his gone to Fahreh, where Taj Mohammed, though 
invited, has refused to go till a suitable hostage is provided,” 


It looks from latter telegram as if the situation were clearing, 
(Repeated to Tehran, No. 88.) 





E 5050/21/34 


son to Sin Austen Chambertain,-(Recuivoid Angust 80.) 


Gilhuk, August 10, 1926, 
patch No. 357 of the 27th July, 1 had the honour to report the action 
taken by me to protect British subjects against the requisition of their motor cars 
Wy the i police and army. Two further and more serious cases of requisitic 
. and T have addressed to the Persian Government a third note of 
protest, copy of which I have the honour to enclose herein, 

2, In view of the fact that these la itions had taken plice in cieunt 
stances which could not be described as I felt obliged tw jrursne 
the matter further, and I therefore requested the German Minister to call w meet 
under his chairmanship of the representatives of the six eapitulatory Powers, ‘This 
meeting was held on the 7th August, and I was able to induce my colleagues to agre 
that a joint note should forthwith he addressed to the Persian Government, ‘This 
uote will, in the first place, draw: the att ian Government to the 

Act that all sich requisitions executed without the intervention and consent of the 
pitulatory Legations run counter to the usage established by the treaties in force, 
and, in particular, violate the spirit of articles 5 and 6 of the German ‘Trea 
benefits of which are, under th st ses, enjoyed by ather 
Powers, In the second place, the note will draw attention to the established 
principles of international law under which requisitions cannot he arbitrarily 
exeonted, hut must be preceded by a clear announcement that a state of national 
Gnergency exists, Tt will be poitited out that the requisitions complained of took 
place in some ouses after the publication of an official commmniqué to the effect that 
the Khoraswn risin quelled and that the situation was then normal. ‘The 
[ts7s1] (4 
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ciroumstances of the Shah's voyage did not constitute a sufficient justification for 
requisition, and the Persian Government should therefore give an explicit assurance 
that such methods would not again be adopted 
3. The text of this note is being drafted by the French Minister, and a copy 
Will be forwarded to you so soon as it has been approved and despatched. 
Thave, &c. 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No, 75. 
Mr, Nicolson to Minister jor Foreign Affairs 


M. le Ministre, Gulhek, August 6.1 

T HAVE the honour to draw your Excellency’s attention to my note No. 
dated the 28th July last (5th Amerdad), on the subject of the requisitioning of mot 
transport oy the Persian authorities, in so tar as this affected British subjects, and 
to bring tne following facts to your notice 


1. Un the 25th July ise ‘Chevrolet eart, the prope Hh subject, 
Mr, lillis Prive, of this town, was seized in the street at 7 by the police 
inuthorities, and Was sent the next morning ay far as Seman, ‘The purpose of this 
sciaure was to provide transport for some of the escort of Hlis Imperial Majesty to 
Khorasan, 

At the time of the seizure of this car no mention was made of payment for hire, 
‘ind the driver was not allowed to communivate with his employer or to provide the 
heeessary spare parts for the journey. 

‘The car eventually returned from Semnan on the 2th, and the driver was pard 
1,400 Kraus, ‘The owner reporcs that he hus had to replace one burst tyre at a cost 
of 620 krans, 

‘The driver, an Iraqi citizen, reports extremely rough handling at the hands of 
te soldiers whom he carried. 

2. On the 26th July last in the morning, a Ford tou car, bearin 
Kermanshah Municipal No, 200, the property of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
was atized by tho police in the Meidan-}-sipeh and the driver forced to proceed st 
once to take up soldiers for Khorasan 

In this connection I transmit to you a statement in translation made by the 
driver when he was eventually allowed to retiurn from Semnax 

Ab the time of its seizure, the car was in use by Mr. Mayo of the Geological 
Suive jon of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, and, ws a consequence of this 
seizure, Mr, Mayo's departure and that of his stafl was consider layed 

It will also’ bo observed that the car was considerably damaged, that the driver 
was very ronghly handled by the Persian soldiery, and that no opportunity was 
allowed to him to communicate with his employers before being forced to 
Khorasan, 


T have the honour to point ont to. your Excellency, with reference to his 
Excellency Dayood Khan Meftah’s note to ine No, 4740, dated the 26th Virmah last 
that in these two instances, a state of national emergency cannot he claimed h 
Jovernment in justification of the foregoing incidents, since the even 
uurred two and three days-respectively: after the War Ollice communiqué to the 
offect that a normal state of affairs has been re-established 
Tam therefore compelled to protest to your Excellency against the action 
n authorities in the two ineidents cited aboye, anil to reserve to myself the 
ht of further approaching the Persian Government as regards the legal issues 
involved and those affecting the position of British subjects derived from custo 
nd usage: 
Tayail, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 





* Not printed 
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(E 5052/195/34) No 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. (Received August 30.) 
0. 404.) 
; Gulhek, Aujust 12, 1926. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 954 of the 24th July, T have the lonour to 
report that His Majesty the Shalt arrived at Meshed on the ‘st August and_ publicly 
degraded Jan Mohamed Khan, General Oticer Commanding dhe Bastern Division, Tt 
appears that His Majesty’ has reco 1 his earlier opinion that Jan Mohamed had 
actually instigated the Khorasan rising, but. now feels that the general officer 
commanding was indirectly responsible as having, by his oppression ond peculation, 
created a situation favourable to mutiny. Jan Mohamed Khan is now under arrest atid 
will doubtless be court-martialled, His Majesty's consil-general at: Meshed has reported 
that this summary treatment of Jay Mohamed has created an excellent impression. in 
Khorasan, and that the Shal's prestige and popularity in that provineo have revived, 
2, A copy of this despateh is being. sent. to the Government of India and to 
His Majesty's High Commissioner for Iraq at Bagdad. 
Thave, &, 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 





| E 5054/4029/34 No, 77, 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Recvined August 30.) 

No. 406.) 
r Gulhek, August 13, 1926. 
IN iny despateh No. 379 of the 1st July 1 had the honour to report that certain 
Jurther difficulties had been raised by Dr, Millspaugh in regard to the properties of 
the Sheikh of Mohammeral, ‘The Prime Minister has since assured me that he has 
Hopes of persuading Dr, Millspangh to relay his opposition, 1 scarcely’ believe tliese 
assurances, and Ususpect even that the alleged obstructiveness of Dr. Millspauh has 
aggerated in order to cover the real cause of these incessant delays, [have 

1 from several sources that it is the Shah limsel! who is blocking a settlenient 
nider the mistaken impression that the sheik still possesses a private Tortune Which 
Mis Majesty, with a little further pressure, might De able to dbtain, With this in 
Shah has from time to time abused his Ministers in public: for uot 

sottling the sheikh's affains; he imagines that by these elaborate comedies lic will 
couvince is of his good faith and stave off any sistenice on the part of this 
Logation We should remember, however, that during the last two years His 
Majesty has at stated intervals pledged his word to Sir Perey Loraine that the aftaits 


of the Sheikh are on the verge of settlement, and that. in etch case these assurances 
have been evaded. I cannot conceal from you that I fear this process may continue 
indefinitely, ‘The Persian Government sheltering behind 
Dr. Millspaugh: should 1 be able to turn this line of trenches they will retreat behind 
the marshes of the Majlis and pursuit will then be rendered difficult: 


U propose therefore to make q n of my fucts before submitting to 
You any suggestions for action. J shall thus, in the course of the next. Few days; 
inform the Prime Minister that I can no longer postpone discussing this matter 
with Dr. Millspaugh: 1 shall then tell the doctor of iy. suspicions and ascertain 
whether his attitude has in fact been misrepresented tome. [fT find, as 1 hav 
some reason to suppose, that he is not absolutely olistructive, 1 shall endeavour to 
‘agree with him on some joint scheme of settlement. 1 shall then ask him to discuss 
this scheme in my presence with the Prime Minister, By this means T hope to be 
able to locate the centre of resistance, and having done so 1 shall have the honour 
nr instructions. 
nwhile, T have persuaded the sheikh to leave ‘Tehrin, to retire toa 
at scine 30 miles fromthe capital, aud to entrust me with the entire conduct 
of his affairs. The sheilkh will thus be freed from the crowd of sharks who gather 
round his residence, and will, T trust, recover something of his health and spirits 
Thave, &c. 
HAROLD NICOLSON 
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(E 5056/64/94) No.7 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Received August 30.) 


(No. 408) 

Si Gulhek, August 13, 1926. 
IN my despatch No, 375 of the 30th July I-had the honour to report that the 

Shalt and the B ‘overnment were sendinig Taimurtache, the Minister of Court, 

on personal and official missions to Moscow, and that [had not hes 


moderate nature, appear 

fed, ‘The Shah has sent 

olly meaningless message contained in the annexed telegram 

est ‘general at Meshed, and the Prime Minister, who has left 

Tehran to open the new road to Mazanderan, last night despatched Abdullah Khan 

Xaragozlou, one of his mst trusted intimates, to enquire of me in what way he had 
offended. 

2, {informed Abdullah Khan that it was not my business to criticise the 
Personal policy of individual Persian Ministers, For that matter my feelings for 
{ustauficul-Mamalek were of the most friendly nature; admired his honesty and 
hus distinction; T was in particular grateful to him for the friendly assistance he 
had given me in such matters as the capture of the two British aviators, the pension 
for the ex-Vatinhd, and the affairs of the Sheikh of Mohammerah. It was true, of 
course, that in none of these three matters hid his Highness's intervention produced 

Wy result whatever, but T was none the less indebted to him for his courtesy and 
Good intentions, The tuneasiness to which [hid given expression had. there 
nothing to do with the personality of the pres e Minister, but ay 
from my anxiety lest I should be unable to convince you that the friendly assurances 
which successive Persian Governments had expr resented anything more than 
4 desire to lull His Majesty's Government into a mood of benevolent quictude, I 
could not conceal from Abdullah Khan my apprehiension that His Majesty's Gove 
sent would shortly begin to ask themselves whetlier this friendliness were not of too 
platonic a nature, and to draw comparisons between the deference shown by. the 
Persian Gov t to the unjustifiable pretensions of Russia and the constant 
evasions and fabrications which delayed the settlement of our own harmless proble 
T vory much feared that your patience might one day be exhausted, And how could 
T answer your inevitable enquity whether the Persian Government and Reza Shah 
were sincere in protestations so infecund and so inveterate! 

1 begged Abdullah Khan not to devive tron my remarks the wholly. false 
inprossion that His Majesty's Government were in any way opposed to a settlement 
of outstanding questions beiween Russia and the Per npire. On the contra 
1 felt sure that. you would view with sympathy and relief the removal of those many 
points of friction which rendered the northern frontier a constant ansiety 
Constant clement of danger. At the same time we should not wish to see the 
Government purchasing a temporary security at the price of thel 
and we should expect and demand that whatever cone 
would be aevompanied by a 


0 
own independence, 
essions might he made to Russi 

; questions so long outstanding with 
ourselves. ‘The Persian Government were well aware that our desiderata were seleher 


unjust nor exorbitant. [did not deny that T had myself been di 
ungracious manner in which they had allowed so greata Friend 
Sit’ Perey Loraine to depart with these questions still incotclusive 
the moment would arrive when it would no longer he possible for ine 
with the excuses and the promises. which had tor so Tong 
payment, 

4. Meanwhile, 1 1 roliablé sotirves that within 
the last fortnigl ons originally given to Taimurtache have been radically 
‘tered and curtailed, T should tnuch like to believe that this limitation of his miscton 
was due to my own discrvet. persuasion, I fear, howover, thut I must 4 lnmeen 
admit that this is highly improbable, and that whatever brake may have been 
applied to Taimurtache has been due entirely to the protests of Vocal 

Yous will observe that the Shah informs me that Taimurtache is coming to 
London. Tam assured by Prince Firuz, who is cognisant of the habits of Tair 
ache, that such a journey, if it ever matorialises, will be one of pleasure onl T 


usted at the 
ersin as was 
T feared that 
to satisfy you 
heen tendered in lieu ot 
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doubt indeed whether Taimurtache, who is plausible, superficial and corrupt, is 
capable of conducting any serious negotiations on any serious matter 

6.4 copy of this despatch is being sent to the Gover India and to 
His Majesty's High Commissioner for Iraq, Bag 


HAROLD NICOLSO: 


Enelosure 1 in No. 78 


Mr. Nicolson to Colonel Hurorth (Meshed) 


Enclosure 2 in No, 78. 


Colonel Haworth to Mr, Nicolson. 
128) 
elegraphic.) Meshuil, August 12, 192 
YOUR telegram No, 6} 
Court Minister accompanied Shah to Bujnurd and frontier for Askhabad on 
night of 10th leaying 11th, He shonld arrive Moscow 18th A 
Shahi sent’ Governor-Gen aving he was lew ehiran at dawn 
to-morrow, and asked me to convey to you that he had had to send Court. Minister 
to Moscow in connection with trade difficulties, aud that he was going. oi to Botlin, 
Paris and London to inspect Embassies, He sent many messages regarding his lone 
friendship with us, his knowledge of our desire for wellare of Persin, eottainty 
that we would know he would not do anything against us, which T understand 1 
Minister has been instructed to convey to you 





E 5057/95/34) No. 79) 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chambertain,—(Recoived August 0) 
(No. 409. Seoret 
See y Tehran, August 14, 1926. 
THAVE the honour to transmit homwith copy of Intelligence Summary No, 16 
for the period ending the 7th August, compiled by the military. attaché to: this 
ation. 
T have, &e 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 


closure in No. 79, 
(Secret) “ 
Intelligence Summary for the Period ending August 7, 1926, 
Khorasan, 
1. Tho Shah arrived at Meshed on the Ist August. He was well received by the 
local_ people, 
eo Gesceal duntavoluined die Com of the Basten Division, who had 
gone to meet the Shah, returned to Mesh On the 2nd August, before 
parade of all officers in Meshed, he was degraded by the Shalt, He was sub: 
to Tehran for trial. Several uther officers have also been put und 
Che Shah's prompt punishment of General Jan Mohamed has to sofie extent 
ned for him the confidence of the people and the troops, aud it appears that 
is HOW an excellent opportunity of re-establishing: lis personal prestige in 
san, 
Soon atten its Avival lin AleaNed Wie SI ordered 300,000 tomans to be sent 
to him immediately for payment of the troops. ‘The War Office had not this amount, 
ind Dr. Millspaugh would advance it only against the allotment due to the War 
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month. A sum of 200,000 tomans was eventually borrowed from the 


Baluchistan s 
nk of Persia. 


arkad. 





















porn Erste) Auman hac hee spaeeitealomme espe ta 19, On the 30th July orders were received at Duzdap for the withdrawal of 
Yeneral Prince Amanullah has been appointed Commander Eas he garrisons of that place, and of Mirjawa and Khyash tp 1 for inspectio 
ith Colonel Ahmad Khan as his Chiet of Staff (ee paragraph 13 of Wee Seale Wnt at place and of MUejawa nul Kiiwash to Birjan/for inspection 





Summary No, 15 
6. ‘The Shah was expected to leave for Kuchan 
to continue his investigatio 






iy the Shah. When it appeared that this move was likely to have a disturbing effect 
on the Sarhad tribes, orders were issued on the 4th August that the troops were to 
stand fast at Duzdap. Khwash, meanwhile, had been evacuated, Dost Mohammed 
of Bampur, hearing of the evacuation of Khwash, and having probably heard highly 
exaggerated stories of the mutinies in Azerbaijan and Khorasan, advaticed towards 
Khwash, perhaps thinking that the Sarhad was to be completely evacuated, and that 
he might turn the situation to his own advantage, Tdw Khan, the tribal head of the 
d levies, was despatched to occupy the fort at Khwash on the Sth, 
It is not yet clean what Dost Mohammed's intentions are; he is an official of the 
Persian Government (Governor of Ps Baluchistan), and has as yet committed 
io hostile act nor does it appear that the Persians are at present prepared to regard 
him as in any degree a rebel 





nd Bujnurd on the Sth August 
into the causes of the mutiny. 























Gilan. 





7 ‘The general situation in the province is unsatisfactory. ‘Troops. are 
discontented, and there have been some disertions with arms, There are several 
bands of brigands in the Jangal, who are supposed to be supplied with arms and 
‘unmunition trom Russian sources, and it is quite possible that they are. ‘The leader 
of one of these bands, an officer-deserter from the Persian army, Ibrahim Khan 
Appears to have ambitions of becoming a second Kuchik Khan, and has issued orders 
to villages in the country in which he operates that taxes are to be paid to hitn. So 
far the disturbances are of a minor order, but they reflect the deterioration in the 
cflicien: 
8, 
































W. A. K. PRASER, Major, 11., 
British Military Attach? 










and activity of the arm 
Tt is 













E 5058/1293/34] No. 40 
Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received August 80) 
(No. 410.) 









Tey Gulhek, August 14, 1926 

dearvarate 1 REGRET to report that the widespread and increasing unpopularity. of the 
i i Mg nPop 

American Financial Mission has been brought into dramatic focus by the suivide, on 


the 19th July last, of the veteran statesman Vali Khan, Sipah Salari-Aazam, ‘The 













9. The provinee appears to be on the whole setting down well after the recent 
disturbances,» Discontent aong the troops has been allayed hy the issue of 
money, and the extortions of niilitary officers have beet nioderated as a resnit 




















































puter ox Sipah Salar had for years evaded: payment of taxesion his extensive properties, and 
Feports of the Shah's intention to punish severely cases af oppression American advisers had decided finally, to sequester a large number of these | 
roe Guilin, Soviet consul at Kasvin, has been appointed to relieve Arit, Soviet Jes as payment for the heavy arrears which were die, ‘The deed embodying | 
consi at Urmin, angement had been drawn’ up, and the representatives of the Ministry of 
1, A German consul, Horr Anders, has been appointed for 1 i 


Kinance had actually been summoned 
legal formalities. He then re 
2. Ri 


to the house of Sipali Salar to, complete the 
xl to a private room 
nours at once began ti 





and shot himself with a revolver. 





Tehran. 










circulate throughout the town that on his body 

12, The Shah left Tehinan for Meshed, accompanied by the Minister of the had teen fonnd’a document, in which he confessed that his original intention had heen 
Court and General Prince Amminullal, on the 26th July o assassinate Dr. Millspaugh, I have obtained what T believe to be an authentic 
18, An anonymous leaflet purporting to be published by a party—hitherto copy of this document, and {enclose a translation herein. It is true, of course, the 





unhen 





dof calling itseli " Party of Ni 
culated in Tehran, Teis typi 
fers parti 


ional Independence and Liberty,” has been 
1 of the propaganda that has been recently 
rly ta the recent mutinies in Khorasan and Azerbaijan 
hich it characterises as the initial attempts of the brave revolutionaries to escape 
‘om. the react y rule of Reza Shah, supported by the British with unlimited 
quantities of munitions. It says that all that is newled next time i closer 
co-operation and better synchronisation, 

14, One of the: hran newspapers has b dealing some stout blows at the’ 
Russians in a series of articles on Soviet policy in Persia ave obviously hit 
the mark, and have drawn an indignant and Hust rejoinder from the Russian press, 
Which, inevitably, accuses the articles of being British-iuspired. ‘The Persian paper 
in question is lly unfriendly to Creat Britain 

5 h Embassy has commenced to urge the advantages of the Tabriz 





si 





ah Salar, who was over 80 years of age, and who had for some time been sullering, 
froin softening of the brain, cannot be considered responsible for his words or actions 
Nie fact remains, however, that this suicide has produced an immense impression 
thvoughont the country, and that the many classes who suffer from American methods 
‘are not slow to exploit the legend that Sipah Salar has endured martyrdom in the 
service of his country’s independence, 
3 Tt must be admitted, indeed, that the forces of opposition to Dr. Millspaugh 
are gathering impetus and numbers, ‘The landowners and the imullahs who represent 
‘s dominating factor xth Majlis are determined to resist what the Tega 
i» American oppression; the Shah and the military have been alienated by 
Dr. Millspaugh's obstinacy in refusing to provide them with irregular credits; the 
civil service are up in arms against what they claim to be the favouritism shown to 
tho small clique of American-educated Persians whom Dr, Millspaugh supports; 
and tle more serious statesmen are appalled by the doctor's obstinacy, ignorance and L 
lick of comprehension, It is to be expected that, when in the autumn the Majlis will 
debate the prolongation of Dr. Millspaugh’s contract, some very bitter criticism will 
be made. , It is possible, even, that the Majlis: may yote a reduction of the doctor's 
present powers, and thus foree him to resign 
The above criticisms are not without foundation, It is not to be expected 
thal any Persian would appreciate at their real value the high integrity, the 
loyalty, the unswerving faith, the unflinching devotion ‘which 
r. Millspaugh has lavished in their service, “They see only that Dr, Millspaugh is 
intelligent and rigid, that he endeavours to apply to Persia the procrustean 
principles of Harvard economics, that he has strangled Persia in red tape, ‘There is 
no doubt that the American Mission, while enriching the Persian Government, have 
‘impoverished Persia, ‘The taxation levied is uneconomic; the purchasing power of 
the country has sensibly declined ; the money thus acquired is not expended for pro- 
tive purposes, but goes only to swell DF Millspaugh’s quarterly reports, And 








widely 



































































15, The 
rebizond Road as an outlet for Persian trade in comparison with the route 
proposed vid: Rowandu, 

16, M, Slavutsky is in cha 
M, uranetf. 







































vf the Soviet 





Embassy in the absence of 



























Luristan, 
V7 Rawamed-Dowleh, 9 former Cabinet Minister, has been appointed 

Goverhor of Luristan, He lhias previously lield this post, It is reliably reported that 

the military authorities of the Western Division have been given strict instructions 
they are not to interfere with the Civil Administration 





































18, Batmanoff, Soviet consul at Ahwaz, has been appoi 


5 i r od to relieve Waldex 
aU Shiraz, The latter, it is reported, returns to Ru: 
















the huge loans which it was hoped that America would present to Persia hecome, as 
ever more and more remote 
stated, therefore, that the American Mi 


itl regret to the mor 





jon has proved 

intelligent and elastic 

nith, who, in spite of the ambiguous position 
a reputation which 

On the other hand, al 


failore, and mai 
advice given them by Mr, Armitage 
in which he was placed, has left beh 
ich Lam frankly surprised 
liesitate to antagonise Anierican opinion by di 
imagine that the eyes of all America z 
illspaugh from suggesting to them that America thinks only of Persi 
of her own self-righteousness ind as a means of abusin 
avoided telling them that of Dr. Millsp 
in Persia” the American public absorbed no more than ninety-two copies 
indeed, heen at pains to point out the great services which the n 











indeed remarkable 
thinking Persians 
mission on which they 
frain out of loyalty to 

















ngh'B recent. worl 











Dr. Millspangh’s task, Ihave also inst 
Inited States Mis 

courage or assent to the 
these attempts to save Dr. Mi 
rid anid obstinate methods will bring him soone 

the countey of sshich he somewhat 
py of this despatch is 
igh Commissione 





ructed His Maj 
jon an attitude Of 
itivisms which, will be m 

augh from hin 





ty’s consuls in the province 
solute loyalty and not 














self will be unavailing 
or Inter into se 
patlictivally conceives hinnself to he thie si 
peing, sent to the Government of India at 


ous contliot with 











HAROLD NICOLSON 














Enclosure in No. 80. 





Copy in Translation of a Document said to hare been Discovered on the Body of 


‘asam after he had Committed Suicide 


left my fornitin 
10 the mother of Mirza Ali Asgha 
children, they have all taken a 
‘ure nov entitled to anything else 
T haye rendered 
people attained their desires 





» both in my country house and in my town house, 
You ailso must hel 
yy anything, to w 








band guard her 








tt sorvive to this country. Tk was T who expelled the Shab 
Others reaped the benefit 

‘served in this country an honest and notable service 
iean [vic} was troubling 





id since T saw that 
iMoppressing meand was wishing to bh 
i, 1 conceived the plan of revonging myself; but, on the other hind, when Ts 
that in that case the survivors would be involyed in trouble, 1 deem 
commit suicide, 
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‘Ate, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received August 30,) 








Gulhek, August 14, 1926 
Sth August, [have th 
ed ty me by Major W 
attaché to this Legation, relative to the recent situation in t 
report is, of course, written from itn j 
cillustances: which at one moment appe 
s serious than was at first in 

xisted, and perhaps still ex: 
iild not wish you to deri 


WITH reference to my telegram No. 195 of the 








Major Fraser 





ile Of retrospect n 
or obscure are 
There can be little dy 
good cause for se: 
‘risers report the impres 
ation did not to 4 great extent sha 
s ernment of India and Hi y 
T should wish in particalar to record that Major 
ted with calm and good sense in a situation of trying 
if, us Tam now inclined to hope, the crisis 











Known to hive been I 












Tor Seistan and 
Appears to: me to 
responsibility, and that 
has passed without 
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arising, this fortunate consummation will be due largely to the tact and ability 
which that officer displayed: 

Twas aware from the outset of the crisis tha 
Tehran were not being kept in 





the Persian Governm 
med of the development of events 
terminated at Meshed, all initiative could only proceed from there. 
confined my activities to keeping the Persian Cabinet informed of what was passing 
and, in the later stages of th continually asked them to urge the Shah to 
take active measures before it was too late, ‘They did not conceal from me, howeve 
that the whole crisis was being dealt with from Meshed, and that their own part 
therein was merely that of interested observers. 

It is perhaps to be regretted that the w 
‘0. 117, Very Urgent, of the 12th August, I was i 
Government. was i 
Had T received in t 
so good as to le: 






[ accordingly 





















ing which, in your telegram 
structed to convey to the Persian 
it now appears somewhat unnecessary or at least premature 
ne your telegram No, 119 of the 13th August, in which you were 
re the inatter to my discretion, I should certainly not have vonveyed 
sucha warning in view of the more reassuring views which by then had been réceived 
from Duzdab: T do not think, however, that the message, which was delivered orally, 
will lead to any serious consequences. Tf the Persian Government reply. to. my 
fepresentations by a note containing objectionable features, [shall ask them to 
withdraw it. Otherwise, I shall merely inform the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
that Tam grateful to him for the prompt effect given to my repeated requests, that 
the Persian Government should take effective measures to cope with the situation, 
t these measures were diplomatic and financial rather than military does not 
the fact that, as far as can at present be foreseen, the immediate danger his 
been averted 
Copies of this despatch and of its enclosure have been, sent. to. the. Foreign 
Secretary to the Government of India and’{o Tix Majesty's High Commission 
Traqat Bagdad 














































T have, &e. 


HAROLD NICOLSON 











closure in No. $1, 
Majon Fraser to Mr, Nicolson 

(No. 32/1, Secret.) 

Sit 





Gulhok, August 14, 1926, 
I HAVE the honour to submit to yon thie following report on the situation in the 
Persian Sarhad as far as it is known on'this date, 

2. At the ond of July orders were issued by the Eastern Division for the 
Yithdrawal to Bisjand tor inspection by the Shah of the yarrisons of Khwash, 
Minjawa and Duzdap. Although these orders were issued with the. knowledge of 
tsniy headquarters, no previous warning was given to this Legation or to His 
Majesty's consular officers affected, and it appears to have been assumed that the 
safety of the railway ares could be temporarily entrusted to the Susied levies wong: 
tained by the Persian Government, But ut the first indication of withdiawal of the 
‘roops irom Mirjawa it was evident that the Sarhaddis were inclined to interpret the 
cvieuation as an indication of political i 
(hese circumstances the orders were cancelled 

3. Khwash had, however, been evacuated by regular troops and left in-the 
occupation of seventy’ of Idu Khan's levies, s 
Jud hirtied to Duzdap on 3 
the opinion that Khwash should: be imm 
the Damanis, who were at the time collecting. their date harvests, and before the 
tronblesome Dost Mohammed Baranzai of Bampun, who might be expected not. to 
forgo the opportunity of endeavouring to turn the situation to his profit, could move 
northwards. ‘These considerations were represented to: the appropriate Persi 
authorities at Tehran and Meshed, and orders were actually issued for the reoceupa. 

on of Khwash by troops from Duzdap. But before these could be put into effect 
information was received that Dost Mohammed was already moving on Khwash, and 
Qn the 6th August {du Khan reported that he was thero invested by 500 of Dost 
Mohammed en, who demanded surrender of the fort. He begged for 
immediate reinforcements, but the local military’ commander appears’ to, have 
sonsidered that the troops at his disposal were lacking i both quantity and quality 
for the operation of forcing their way to Khwash against Dost Mohammed if. the 
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latter's 





ntentions were hostile to the Persian Government. ‘This decision appears to 
nding the Eastern Division, or 
self directing Persian action. 
According to Hi y's consul-general the situation was appreciated 
by Eastern Division Headquarters somewhat as follows -— 


fi.) Dost Mohammed, who was officially Governor of Persian Baluchist 
‘unlikely openly to flout the Shah when he realised the real state of 

(ii) 11) however, he did intend to rebel, they: piously hoped that the 500 troops 
they had at Duzdap, together with the Sarhaddis and other loyal Baluchts, 
would be strong enough to hold Dost Mohammed for some time 



























But Major Fisher was very doubtful if the Persian troops could be relied on 
todo more than defend their own barracks at Dizdap, and he considered that it was 
possible that the Sarhad tribes might jom Dost Mohammed if he were to make a 
forward move, 

4. Persian optimism, which seems to have been quite justified by the facts 
and their consequent inaction may perhaps he due to a desize not to precipitate a 











conflict with Dost Mohammed in present circumstances, when the crazy Kajar Prince, 
Salay-ed-Dowleh, is endeavouring to raise a rebellion in Kurdistan which may 





derable Persian forces, It-is understood that Dost Mohammed 
‘a loyal and humble letter to the Shah explaining that, hearing 
sh, he had deemed it his duty as Governor of Baluchistan 
to adyance to occupy it in order to forestall any possibility of the British pleading 
shat it was necesss for them to do so. ‘The senior military commander at Duzdap: 
Aas informed Major Fisher that the official attitude is to. shiaw approval of thest 
mneoantioni on. the part of the Goyeriior of Baluchistan 
‘The situation, as far'as is known on t of writing this despateh, is 





possibly’ occupy cons 
has already write 






























Khwash is occupied hy Persian Governmont levies under fin Khan. Dost 
Moharmed is in the near vicinity with a Lashkar which Ld Khaw has at one time 
reported to be 4,000 strong, apparently with the approval of the 
monty British neroplanes are at Taftan, and twitins with Indian tre 
at Dalbandin 












= in readiness 








Dost Mohammed's real intentions are still wuknown; he his as yet committer 
tu Hostile action, and the Pérsian Gayernment will presumably now endeavour to 
persuade hi ably to return. Ax long ns he is at Khywash ur in the vicinity of 
the railway area there will apparently be serious danger of disturhances breaking out 
which may necessitate the intervention of British forces for the protection of British 
































live 

6, 1am sending e9) espateh direct unofiicially to the Director of 
Military Operations and Tn War Office, London; the Deputy Director of 
Military Intelligence, Army 1 tors, Simla: and G.S.01 Intelligence, Air 





Headavarters, Bagdad, 
T have, &e 
W A. K. FRASER, Major, Tia 
British Military Attaché 
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Mr, Hoare to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Receined Aquat 30.) 
(No, 446.) 
Sir, Constantinople, Aww 
WITH reforonce to ny telegram No, 106 of the 13th A 
of the Persian Minister of the Court to Moscow and to An, 
report that the mission in question has alread 
press. The latter has announced that in political cireles great importanos is attached 
to the Rusgo-Persian negotiations at Moscow, where the Turkish Ambassador to Tehran 
hias already arrived. It ig stated that a separate treaty of security is to be negotiated 
between Russia, Persia und Turkey. ‘Tho press adds that the Persian Arabassador his 
refiused to make any statement in this connection. 








ni, T have the ho 
ention of the Turkish 




















Thave, &e, 
K.-H. HOARE. 
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Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr, Nicol 





(No, 379.) 
Sir, Foreig 
I HAVE received your despatch No. 377 of the 3 
Manuel d’Souza. 
2. I approve the action which you have taken 
appear to have weakened the British position as nega 
Persia. 


























attendant on similar case: 
practicable, Tt is p 
proceed P 
the consular court subse 
possible for the consuila 
non for the British author 











put forward in paragray 
as in the case of Ma 
an court as in the nature of a 




































uri to act on evidence take 
ies to exectte the sentence a 
















in a position adequately to dis 
T shall be glad to 
with a view to deali 









ceive and consid 
With the situation: 
















Tam, & 
AL 







3. 1 am, however, advised that the method of solution of the 


uently to proceed with the ac 


4, If it is your considered opinion that the consular 
is not, either owing to lack of legal experience or pressure of oth 

harge the duties connected with cases of th 

ny sugKestions which you may desire to off 


son (ehran). 





gu Uifice, September 2, 1926 
Ist duly, relative to the case of 









a in this 
ards ex 


case, which does not 
ni-territorial rights in 


iHiculties 
is not 
to regard the 
ry onquiry and for 
iil trial. “Iv is mot, however, 
before the Persian tribunal, 
of such a tribunal 

staff available at present 
r duties, 

1 





ph 3 of your despat 
muel_ d'Souz 
prelim 
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N CHAMBERLAIN 









No. 84: 





Sir Wi Tyrrell (Jor the Secretary of State) to.) 







Po 
eply direct to Sir RL Hodgson’s telog 
Anti: British propaganda hy Russians, repeating to 

(Repented to Moseow, No, 187.) % 


















Mr, Nicolson (Lehran), 





ign Officn, September:3, 1926 


im No. 195 of Ist September 
oreigen Ollie, 
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(No. 205.) 
legraphic.) 

MOSCOW telegram of Ist Septembe 

High Commissionen, Bagdad, is about to. pal 

liecusation of connivance, High Comm 

and T shall repeat it to Moscow. 

A ATiaires, 
(Repes 




















has pro 
would pri 
‘ow, with better material than any [ean 
0 Moscow, No. 17.) 4 














Mrs Nicolson to Sin Austen Chamberlain. —(Recvired September 4.) 


Delran, September 4, 1926, 


High communiqué counter 
mised to tele 
‘ovide His Majest 
n proiduce this end 




















No, 86. 













‘colson (No. 146) to High Commissi 





(No, 206.) 
(Telegraph 
BERS 


be arrested 





) 
N Government have asked that if, 
















offence, and in any case you may wish to make condition: 


T shall therefore return rio reply to their enqui 
WS. ‘ 











146 Bagdad —(Repeateil to 
Foreign Office; Recvieed September TS 


ptember 6, 1926 
aq frontier he may, 


and handed back to them. Refusal of this request will of cow 
sal of this x of course have 
bad effect here, but I doubt whether Salar has committed technical 





ext 





s for extradition, 
pending expression of your 
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extension would give to British-Indian. e¢ 


xe that 
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Mr, Nicolson to Sir R. Hodgson.— (Repeated to F 
September 8.) 





reign (fice; Received Tready’ 


that 1 

209.) 

phic 

OREIGN Ollice telegram No. 127 

ad, has 

‘commuriqué foreshadowed in my telegram No, 205 to the 
Best counter-arguments to Russian propaganda sre 


1. That Trag authorities on 10th July warned this 1 
‘authorities in Syri ed-Dowleh was contemplati 

2. ‘That French autho fer omitted to warn Ing authorities when 
they found Salar-ed-Dowleh had disappear 

4, ‘Phat Traq, authorities, on hearing Salar-ed-Do 
‘once instructed frontier officials in no way 
he assisted from Iraq side of the border: snd 

4, That failure of Salared-Dowleh to press his initial advant 
he received no support from outside 





Tehran, September 7, 1926. 





arguments for urging, when the negotiations open, that siich bursts of inse 
must not, if the railway is to operate efficiently, be allowed to occur again 
4A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Government of India 

Thaye, &e. I 

HAROLD NICOLSON 
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h had reached Persia: 
» illow SalarsedDowleh to 





Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Receivod September 13.) 
0 419.) 
Sir, Gulhek, August 23, 1926. 

I TO-DAY communicated to the Shah the message which, in your despateh 
No. 822, I was instructed to deliver. His Majesty requested me to thank you for 
tllese encouraging assurances and to inform you that his attitude would, so Jong as 
His Majesty's Government maintained their policy of friendship and non-interven, 
tion, remain the same as he had outlined to Sir Perey Loraine at their final interview 
He was himself a convinced believer in Anglo-Persian friendship and would do. his 


best to foster it. His task was, however, rendered difficult, hy such incidents as the 
incursion of Sala 






ge shows that 
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Mr, Nicolson to Si 
(No. 415.) 





Austen Chamberlain. —(Receired September 


) 











, ed: Dowleh from Iraq and the largely fictitious crisis engineered 
Sin Gulhck, August 20, 1926 hy British agents in Bahichistan.”” 
1 HA ‘am No. 128 of che 1th, August, instructing me 





2. Linformed H 
protest, He'si 
encouraged the ¢ 
Kurds? Tyas ayy 


Majesty that I could not allow tl 
ly did not suppose that His Majesty’ 
apade of Silar-ed-Dowleh or the p 

that certain ill-dispo 


ark (0 pass without 
ent had in any way 
sont effervescence among the 
ed persons had contended that:Salat-ed 
1 without the cognisanee of the British 
ies, or entered Persia without some promise of their support. I had never 
ined, however, that such stories were credited in any responsible quarter, or 
iy edicated Persian would imagine that we were responsible for n dstuaban 
which was directly opposed to onr policy and our interests. ‘The same applied to the 
recent crisis in the Sathad, His Afajesty did mot seriousiy contend thee, thene ld 
Rob arisen during that crisis a yery imminent menave to Duzdab and the railway 
At this the Shah smiled pleasantly, and admitted that fora day or two things had, 
in fact, appeared a little alarming. Surely, T contended, on stich ati assninption 
His Majesty must admit that the incident had served to demonstrate not only the 
iriendliness and patience of the Government of India and of His Majesty's Gov 
iuent, but their scrupulous desire to do nothing which might embarrass the Pt 
Government or wound the dignity of the Persian army. 1 must beg His Majesty to 
aassuire me that he recognised the justice of my statements and would use his influence 
to secure that they were credited elsewhere, 

8. The Shah replied that his remarks hiad heen made in a perfectly amicable 
pirit, He agreed that no. responsible British official could have encouraged 
alar-ed-Dowleh, and he admitted that our attitude in the Sarhad had perhaps been 
friendly and correct. His desire had not been to make accusations, but merely’ to 

splain some of the difficulties with which he was beset. Salar-ed-Dowleh had 
escaped from surveillance in Traq, and the tribesmen who had joined him were armed 
with modern rifles, Was it surprising, therefore, that. misinderstandings had arisen 
And suspicions been aroused? ‘He had himself laughed at these suspen and teld 
inis generals, who believed them, not to ‘*think like children.” But the impression 
was widely shared; our enemies would make the most of it, and his own efforts to 
Greate a pro-Englsh spirit would be hampered 
4. T pointed out to His Majesty that he was misinformed if he supposed that 
Salar-ed-Dowleh had been under surveillance in Iraq. He had been residing. in 
ria, and it was unfair to accuse the Trag officials of negligence merely because 
Salar-ed-Dowleh had evaded the vigilance of the French authorities, Tn any case, 
the point sas not one of detail but of principle, His Majesty knew perecty well that 
it was the considered policy of His Majesty’s Government to. assist. him in his efforts 
to introduce security within the horders of Persia; he must not immagine that this 








to suspend action on your despatch No, 170 of the Lith April. No action has as yet 
been taken on that despatch, At the time of its receipt, Sir Percy Lovaine had heen 
assured by De Millspaugh that the Persian Govertimien) were about to ask whether 
we would open negotiations for the disposal of the Duzdab Railway Sir Perey 
Loraine was 89 conyinced of the desirability of Ieaving, (a the Persil) Goyernine’ 
the initiative for such negotiations that he decided to take no action pending the 
receipt of the promised enquiry. Months passed and no note materialised: to such 
questions as were from time ‘to time put to him on the subject, Dr, Millspa 
invariably replied that the note had been drafted und would any day be signe 
delay is ustrative of the congestion and inefficiency which prevails in the Ministry 
‘of Finance; it does not signify, however, that the Persia ¢ lost all interest in the 
railway or that they have abandoned tlieir scheme for its extension to 
2 The recent disturbances in Persian Baluchistan may since, as 1 fully 
recognise, have led the Government of India to reconsider theit attitude. 1 admit 
that to expect them indefinitely to maintain for Persia's henetit an uneconomic 
vailway and one entailing serious military and political commitments is to. p 
heavy strain upon their patience and their goodwill. Tam, indeed, deeply in 
to them for the tolerance which they have hitherto shown, and for the manner it 
which they have subordinated their own immediate interests to the considerations 
which this Legation has advanced, Tt is thus with the utmost diffidence that T enter 
4 further plea that pending negotiations with the Persian Government this railway 
be not rendered inoperative. 
The main arguments in fayour of 4 
the Government of India and the Persian Govert 
Loraine's despatch No. 6 of the 14th January. ‘They are of a negative as well as of 
‘positive nature, ‘The dismantling of this railway would be regarded as a wanton 
dot of eruclty; it would be argued that, having constructed the Persian section in 
defiance of all international precedents, we-now proposed to add injury to insult by 
rendering it inoperative at the yery moment when it had become valuable to the 
country on whom it,had heen imposed, The destruction of the railway would thus 
‘lauhiage our position and popularity in Persia; its maintenance should 
Unquestionably give us in the end some very positive advantages. ‘The trade between 
stan and Karachi would be enormously increased, and British influence would 
assuredly spread at the expense of Russia. ‘The very circumstance that Russian pro: 
paganda is at this moment being viciously: directed t the project of a Seistan 
railway indicates that it is fully realised at Moscow what advantages snch an 















Dowleh could not haye passed through Ir 
nutho 
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sensible business arrangement between 
jovernment were detailed in Sir Perey 
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policy could admit of exceptions 
the spread of 
>. The 


Urelied upon him to use his influence to prevent 
ful or ignorant misconception 

hal assured me that he was in full agreement with what 1 had sa 
and that he would do his best to counter the tendencious rumours which are being 
irculated against us. ‘*T realise,” he said, “ that when they strike at you they are 
really striking at me. Our interests in such matters are tie same.” The Shah, as 
he warmed to such assurances, became even more friendly aud plausible. I have 
little doubt, however, that he is convinced that the British authorities in Traq 
connived at Salar-ed-Dowleh’s incursion. It will, I fear, take time before this 
impression can be removed, Bnt for the moment I do not feel that any permanent 
harm has been done. 

6, Tshould add that His Majesty's High Commissioner for Traq informed me 
some time ago that he had reason to believe that Salar-ed-Dowlelt was contemplating 
a descent on Kurdistan, and suggested that the Persian (ioyernment might beadvised 
Jo urge the French authorities in Syria to exercise a close watch upon his movements 
Had V acted on Sir Henry Dobbs's proposal, I should now have jete answer 

‘ations which’ are being made. 1 much regret, however, that, owing t 
aun oversight on my part, such a warning was not conveyed to the Persian Govern 
ment at the time. I haye since informed the Prime Minister of the friendly message 
sent to me by Sir Henry Dobbs and of my failure to deliver it. [ recognise, however 
shit such posthumous explanations are of little ayail 

7. A copy of this despatol is tyeing sent to tle Government of India and! His 
Majesty's High Commissioner for Traq, Bagdad 
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Thave, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON 
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My. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain — (Received Septeniber V3.) 


Guthek, August 26, 1926. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 394 of the 10th August relative to the 
Fequisitioning of motor transport, 1 have the lionour to trausinit to y 
of the note which has buen sent by the Gorman Minister to the Persian Government ih 
tho name of the representatives: in ‘Tehran of tho capitulatory Powers, You will 
observe that this protest covers not only the rights of capitulatory nationals, bit rw 
also to the rights of foreigners generally. Tt eat thiis ali he said to cover iy rapes 
protests on behalf of Tragis, 

2 Before the despatch of this note there tad been «recrudesconce of & 
duoring due to the reported rising in Kurdistan, As soon as this was bro 
iotiet took the preouition oP aadressiag to the Minister Or Foreign Affai 
the niote of which « copy forma enclosure 2 herein 

3. ‘The same day that this note was despatched, a particularly flay: 
the illegal seizure of @ British-owned car was reported to me. A garage in which 
Messrs. Ziegler, and Co. hid rented a private losk-up was broken into and a new ear, 
which had recently been delivered to the Tehran brancti of the 
and removed by the military authorities, Mr. Hicks, the firm's agent, was able to 
cure from the police, as soon as he learnt of the incident, au onler for the release of 
tho car and proceeded with w policemun to the place where the car was detained, ‘The 
military officer in charge, however, roftised to hand tt over and it was sont off with a 
lond of eight soldiers, “A copy of my note to the Minister for Rorwign Affairs regarding 








1 herewith a copy 


















































this incident is enlosed herein. I took « subsequent opportunity of an interview with 
the Bring Miniatr to roteat mot, vigorously ayainst the may in which the rp 
sitioning of motor cars had byen carried out (for in adlition to the case of Messrs, Zivglar’s 


ear many instances in which ears belonging to Iraqi nationals had been seized without 
a recipe being given aud without payment fr hie bi 
iw some eases being subjected to consiterable persoual violence aud forcibly presaad into 
service to drive the cars). Llnid special stress upon the general failti to carry out the 
ioning through the Legation and upon thie seizure of Messrs. Zioglet's cat — the 
tor a violation of the definite treaty right enjoyed under article 11 of the German 
reaty of the 9th June, 1893, Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek informed me that my note had 
‘been considered by the Cabinet and instructions had been issued to the police and the 









































Tit 





nuilitary to “avoid all misunderstandin, med him, however, that T could not 

erlook the violation of treaty rightsin the Ziegler case and that T should claim full 
monetary compensation. He did not deny that I had the right to do so. 

Messrs. Ziegler's car was returned to its garage four days after ite soizure, 

Mr. Hicks contends—in my opinion rightly—that his firm is entitled to full eompensation 
for the fact that the car can no longer be'sold as a new car, Lhave therefore informed f 
the Persian authorities that they must either pay to Messrs, Ziegler’s the full value of 
the ear when ner, keeping the car themselves, or give a written undertaking to pay to 
the firm the difference between the price at which it is actually sold and its full value, 
Tut, 2 RY of Ehis despatch iy being sent to is Majesty's High Commissioner at 
Bagdad 

















Thaye, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 


Enclosure 1 in No, 90, 
German Minister to Persian Minister for Poreign Affairs. 
Légation a’ Allemagne, Péhéran, 
le 22 aoitt 1926, 


Belgique, des Etats-Unis d’Amsérique, do Kruneo, de 
ft on mon nom personviel, j'ai "honour de vous communique 















AU nom de m 
de-Bretagne, d'Ttal 
‘qui suit » 











reprises, ces ti ers, sine premidre fois aw moment des troubles dans 
line seeonde yage du personnel de la Cour au 
Khorasan, une troisitme fois & l'occasion d'une sédition dans le Kurdistan, des chauflours: 
Strangers, avec ou sans automobiles, ont 6té réquisi A Théran ot aillours. ¢ 
oblige sous la menace de violences matsrielles, s mettre pour nn temps pluy on moins 
long & ln disposition de la troupe. 
Ces fits ont été portés par chagne Légation 4 la connaissance du Ministire des 
Aithires dtrangbres et ist pas ici le lien dy revenir 
Mais il nous a parn qu'en vue den prévenir le rotor 
votre Exe elletice nous saurait yd deh 
ale franchise nos ynes sur le probltine de la réquisitio 
r_abonler Is probléme juridique dasis son application aus sujets dtrangers 
Justiciables des tribunaux persins, nous tenons A rappoler que ly stati 
s les soustrait a toute action eoereitive aussi bion de Vordry administratit 
sia wnt porsan ddsine Tour faire tonir quelqi 
rede leur Légation on consulit quils doivent wn étie 































4 d’doartor toute monaeo de 
oxposer dans un sontim 





























guise sone pt 









nstrue 
ailleurs, en tout état de cause, votre Excel 
princip s legislations 
réquisitio ire dle la liborké reconnue % tous les, citoyens de 
circuler librem nt de leur personne et do leurs biens) Cleat 
nie grave an droit commun qui doit Gt: entourde de gurinitios légales 
donner liew A d’équitables compensations ct quis seules des cireonstances wxcuptionnllix 
peuvent justifier, 
Désireux comme nous le sommes daider dans ta mesure de nos moyeus le Gouyerne 
mter en toute cocasion les difficultés do si tichy, non seriotis 
pourtant: heureux que la bonne volouté de nos rewortissanty tie fit. pas A nouveai mise 
contribution dans des eas oi le texte des traités et les rdylos dui droit ne nous seb) 
poss justifier Pappel sans ménagements qui y a été fhit, 
Dvailleurs, méme au cas ot des indemnités seraient versdes 
il nen resterait pas moins quo lv fréquence de ces 
renouselées tend en fait & rendre illusoires en Perse les libertds fondamontales assui 
par tous les Etats aux étrangers résidant dans leur territoire et cause de graven 
dommuges directs et indireots A nos ressortissants ot & notre commeres, 
Au nomi de mes colldgues et er mon nom personnel, j'ai Phonneur de. demande 
votre Excellence que des onires soient donnés dans le sens désiré aux autoritéa 
litaires de Téhéran et des provinces. 











wee nous pormottra de reppeler Ios 
izissont lo droit de réquisition, La 





























































Veuillez, &6, 





15791 





















Enclosure 2 in N 


Mr. Nicolson to Persian Minister for Roreign Affairs. 


M, le Ministre, Giilhek, August 19, 1926. 
; dilhick, August 19, 1926. 
T LEARN that motor cars are again being requisitioned by the authorities of the 
Imperial Government and T understand that the purpose in view is the transport of 


troops to Kunlistan to combat an insurrectionary movement which has broken out 
ther 














2, Thave the honour to, request your Excolleney to refer to my note of the 
‘th instant on this subject. If Tam r ue in understanding that a state of national 
emergency is considered by the Persian Government to exist in Kurdistan, I am 
prepared to do all that is in’ my power to assist them to meet it, As you are alread 
uware, however, | cannot agree to the requisitioning of British cars by the Persian 
i pt with the intervention of this Legation. I shall therefore be glad it 
gue Bxealleney wil enuyo instruct an tobe sued urgently that no Britah-owned eas 
Aro to be requisitioned without application being made in each case to this Legat 
When spplieation is wade to Gd agar in aBaURTROTN yea TORS 
lore 


























Tayail, 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 


Enclosure 3 in No, 90. 


Mr. Nieolaon to Persion Minniter far 





reign Affai 









M, lo Ministre, 
WITH ref 


Gillick, Auguat 20, 1926, 
ive to the seizure of 








ence to my nole of the Lith i 





tant rel 





otor 












to your oti 


Tt has been reported to ine by Mr. Hicks, manager of the ‘Telit 
Messrs, Ziegler aud Co,, a British firm, that yesterday morning a garage, in which the 
tirm had rented @ private loc broken into and from the private look. 
Dodge ar, the property of th sas reinoved Uy the military authorities. 

Mr, Hicks informs me that he immediately reproseuted the matter to the pol 
who provided him with an order for the release of the car police otticer accompa: 
Mr, Hioks with the order to the place where the car was det y 
ofliger in charge refused to accept. the police order or release the car, which it ia 
Understood has been sent off on military servies. 

Mr, Hicks informs mo that the car was a new one, imported for 


1 branch of 































sale, anid was not 


Excollency will recognise that the forcible entr: 
1y_ 4 British subject for the plirposes of legitimate. tind 
British-owned property therein, is «9 
British subjects in this country: against whi 





into @ garage lock-up bired 
aud the foreible removal of 
us infraction of the treaty rights enjoyed by 
h [have to record un energetic protest, 

T have the honour to reqiest that the car be immediately returied, unimpaired in 
‘any way, to the firm in question, or to call upon the Persian Governient to pay in full 
the value of the ear and any loss incurred by the firm through loss of trade restil 
from this act. ‘ 
Ushall be gh 
taken by the Persia 





















d to receive from your Excellancy an carly reply stating the aetio 

Governinent todenl with thismatters 
Tavail, &e. 

HAROLD NICOLSON. 
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Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received September 3 


(No, 422.) 
Sir, Gulhek, August 26, 1926, 
IN my despateli No. 406 of the 13th August I informed you that it was my 
nition to discuss with Dr. Millspaugh the affairs of: the Sheikh of Mohammerali, 
1 saw Dr. Millspaugh on the 25th August. I explained to him our reasons for 
pporting the sheikh, and told him of the explicit. promi 
Sir Percy Loraine and of the evasions and obstruction which 
encountered. T appealed to him to assist me in securing a just and early 
Millspaugh replied that he could not as a Persian employee officially 
ight of intervention, Privately, however, he recognised: our obligation 
to the sheikh and considered them well founded. He added that the Prime Minis 
and the Minister of Finance had had “no to make to Sir P, Loraine. the 
promises contained in the enclosure to my despatch No, 814 of the 3rd July, They 
must wn that the execution of such promises was beyond their power, 
Before the sheikh's affairs could finally be settled, the original firmans would haye 
to be obtained, a commission would have to proceed to Khuzistan to assess the value 
of the properties, and the army would have to be persuaded to disgorge such of the 
properties as they now had seized, Mustanfi-ul-Mamalek and) Vossuk-ed-Dowleh 
Were both well aware of this, and it was mere levity on the 
Sir Percy Loraine that the matter could be settled in three w 
hot imagine that any comprehensive settlement would be reached within twelve 
months from now. He would merely he misleading me if he encouraged me to hope 
for any more expeditions settlement. 
Vtold the Administrator-General T was grateful to receive so categorical a 
statement; T begged him, however, to consider whether it was right to Kee) the 
sheikh here indefinitely without allowing him the opportunity of an impartial 
investigation. If, the Persian Government were determined to. apply. to, the 
imprecisions of Oriental custom the rigid tests of Western jurisprudence, then surely 
they should go furth word the sheikh sneh elementary rights of liherty and 
justice at the basis of the Western code, Tt might well be that by, Western 
indarls the sbeikh’s rights to some of his properties were questionable: but by 
no Western standard was it right that the sheikh should be deprived of his who 
income without « tril, and kept» here under restraint without investigatio 
il the doctor to assist me in righting at least this iniquity, and in at once 
s tis were unquestionably his by right 
ot contest my argument. THe wis prepared tc 
further and to release st once such a proportion of these properties ay would brin 
jn the slicikh an income of some £8,000 4 year, ‘This should enable hin to support 
himself and his family. Tf Tcould thereafter obtain the permission of the Persi 
Government for the sheikh to retir Aiea Hieeabielomionts 
remaining properties could be prs ble lines, ‘The immediate 
and more patent injustice wonld have been 

5 [thanked’Dr. Millspangh for these assurances, But how far eonld 1 go 
in reporting them to my Government? T hesitated to pass on to you any further 
promises which would tiot be implemented, T should prefer, indeed, to say: nothing, 
rather than to raise further hopes which would only be disappointed. Dr. Millspaugh 
was not surprised at my pessimism and my suspicion may say.” he said, 

that T have given you my. word, Twill endeavour at once to place at the sheikh's 
disposal the income from his non-contested properties, T shall have the Cabinet on 
my side. T shall have to fight the Shah and the army. But T shall ight hard, and 
if T fail it will not be from lack of trying. ' 

6. Texpressed my thanks to Dr. Millspaugh for his promise, and assured him 
that it was a great encouragement for me in this most disheartening husiness to he 
phle to count on his assistance and advice. I begged him to enable me before the 
September to report to you that something concrete had actually been done, 
id that he hoped to do so. : 

7 A copy of this despatch is being sent to His Majesty's High Commissioner 
for Traq at Bagdad. 
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1 Dr Millsp 























































T have, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON 
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Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received September 13.) 





No, 431, Secret.) 
Sir, Tehran, August 28, 1926. 
HAVE the honour to mit herewith copy of Intelligence Summary No, 17, 





for the period ended the 2fst instant, compiled by the military attaché to this 
Legation 


Thave, & 
HAROLD. NICOLSON 


Enelosury in No. 92, 


Intelligence Summary No. V7 for the Period ending August 21, 192 
ct.) 
Khorasan 

1. ‘The Shah, after visiting Kuchat and Bujnurd, left Meshed for Tehran on 
the 13th August, perliaps sooner than hi-intended, owing to the Kurdish msurreetion 
reported in paragraph 21 

2, Several other oifivers inv aldivion to the ex-divisi 
arrested in Meshed, and are being tried by eourt-mnart 











a] commander have been 





Astavabad andl the Western Virkoman Countey, 


3, \ reliable Persian informant, who has recently. visited 
Khojeh Nafns, states that, although there is a very fair measn 
Western Tarkomun country, economic conditions are extremely 
Teppel, Considerable nuinbers of Tarkom: hy town-adweller 
still in Russia, and distrust the Persian Governinent too much to return. 
heifelt that feelings among the ‘Curkonans was more tavourable to the Russians than 
to the Persians, The Persian Government is impressed! with the necessity of improv 
ing conditions generally, economic conditions particularly, with a view to inducing 
fugees to return from Russia and reconciling them to settle down as cultivators 
anid traders inde Persian rule, \ project is being propared for the daniming of 
which will, it is anticipated, throw open In 

le land to cultivation 





iumestr Teppeh and 

of rity in the 

except at Gumesh 
iid nom 

































earens of most 





Mazandiran, 
L ‘Tho mot 
Was ollicially 0} 





road from ‘Tehran vid Firuzkuh, Surktiabad and Aliabad to Sari 
ed by the Prime Minister on the 12th August 

id that the toad is a fiir dry-weather road for motor transport of 
the type of 2-ton lorries, Tt is intended eventually to construct a from 
Barfarush to Mliabad on the above road 














Giilan. 


5, A column of 150 men was despatched from Resht to operate against Ubrahim 
Khan's band of Jangali brigands mentioned in paragraph 7 of Summary No, 16 
An encounter oceurted near Talish, and the military claim to have inflicted heavy 
casualties on the band, hut this is doubtful, [tis believed that this small column 
was despatched as the result of pressire from ‘Tehran, and that it is not evidence 
of a more en ‘ittitude on the part of the military command of the Caspian 
provinces, 












Azerbaijan. 

8, A column of 500 troops (cavalry and infantry) w 
to Sauj Bulagh on the 10th August to reinforce 
the threat of the Pizhdar insurgents (see 

7. During the present Kurdish being watched with some 
apprehension by the military authorities jaijan, but he has so far shown no 
indication of an intention to support Salared-Dowleh 


‘atched trom Tabriz. 
ou of that town against 
aph 21 below). 


















































100,000 tomans has been granted for the construction of the road 
from Lake Urumia to the Persian frontier near Rowanduz; and a Persian engineer 
has been deputed to commence constriction of the road 

9, Colonel Salar Nizam, the Persian military attaché at Angora, and the 
Turkish military attaché in Persia have been together investigating the Kurdish 
situation on the common frontier and means of preventing or settling the frontier 
Incidents that occur almost daily 

10. Doubson, the Soviet consul at 
succeeded by Arit from Urumi 


















2, has proceeded on leave and has been’ 





Tehran: 





‘The Shah arrived in Tehran from Meshed on the 16th August, 
2. ‘Three regiments of infantry aud one of cavalry of the Cen 
areunder orders to proceed to Kurdistan (sce paragraph 21 below), 
OF these, 300 of the Sangin Aslaheh Regiment of Cavalry and the 
Regiment of In 1,100 strong, had left up to,the 21st, 
Up tothe 2st’ more than 220 motor vehicles, the 





val Division 












property of civilians and 
despatched with troops 





to Kurdistan, The majority of these were touring cars, 
14. Th addition to the above, seventy-six four-horse wagons and twenty-six 
i hiave been despatched with runitions, 
1 Russians have lent some lorries of the Auto-Tran Company to the War 
Oilice for the carriage of troops and munitions to Kurdistan, Tt is reported that they 
have also promised to supply ammunition. Generally their attitude at present is 
‘ue of sympathy with the Persian Government 
16. There has recently been a remarkable change in Russian propaganda in 
versia. Far from denowncin Britain as the supporter of the tyrannous mle 
Of Reza Shah it now accuses British. policy of being dirveted Lovwarca securing, thio 
Shah's downfall, and claims for Russia the role of champion of Reza Shah. 

Tt is difficult not to connect this change with the visit to Moscow of the Minister 
of the Court, and the conciliatory attitude believed to have been adopted by the Shah 
towards the Russians after the mutinies in nd Khorasan, which, as 

ready reported in paragraph 19/of S 14, appear to have conyineed the 
ih of the necessity of coming to terms with them. 

However that inay be, it 1s.clean that the Russians are at present posing as the 
supporters of Reza Shah's Government, 

17. A long article has appeared in the Persian newspaper thi 
denounced Russian policy in Persia, under the heading 
Government,” Iv quite plainly avcuses the British of abetting SalarcedDowleh's 
insurrection in Kurdistan, with the idea of creating an independent Kurdistan as a 
buffer State between [rak and Russia, ‘The source of inspiration of this) fantastic 
idea is obviou 
At the same time it is very commonly believed by Persians that this rebellion 
mnected with a British determination to bring pressure on the Persian Govern: 








1-to 












































recently 
w Role of the British 






















ment 

18, Information has heen received in Tehran th 
of the Court, who 
with the Russians, 
Summary No. 15). 

19, The Bahadur Regiment of Infantry, which was sent to Khorasin to quell 
the mutiny (gee paragraph 1 of Sum ‘0. 14), has returned to. Tehran 

20, ‘Taddayun, who had already elected temporary President of the 
Majlis, has now heen confirmed 





it Taimurtash, the Minister 
as been deputed to arrange «settlement of outstanding questions 
arrived in Moscow on the 16th August (seo also paragraph 20 af 


















Kurdistan, 
21 





y to the Persian 












Bulagh-Serdusht a force of 
in operations against the Persian Government 
and has apparently compelled the evacuation of 
mnxiety was felt for the safety of § 

from Tabriz has apparent 
loyal to Government, 
confidence 





Tidar tribesmen has been engaged 
ce the beginning of the month, 

ps Baneh, Some 
it] Bulagh itself, but the hasty despatch of troops 
decided the local Kurdish tribe, the Mangur, to remn 
(the situation in that is now regarded with more 
































ris 


‘The reason for this outbreak of the Pizhdar is not known, but i 
be discontent with the oppression of Persian officials. 

Further south in the area west of the line Sennch-Rawansar the Kajar Prince, 
Salar-ed-Dowleh, who succeeded in slipping into Persia—the Avroman country— 
from Beirut at the end of July, has raised a number of tribesmen and is 
threatening Senneh and Rawansar, ‘There does not yet appear to be any 
connection between this insurrection and the Pizhdar rebellion and, except 
that Jaafar Sultan of the who has long meditating 
hostility against the Persian Government, is on his side, no reliable informa 
tion i8 yet available regarding the extent to which the Kurdish chiefs 
are supporting the Prince, In view of his reputation for irresponsibility it is 
certainly doubtful whether many chiefs will be willing to commit themselves to hi 
erratic leading, It will be remembered that, when he entered Kurdistan in 1925 
after his adventure in Khuzestan, he recei apport wha 
and the Persian Government did not consider it necessary to move a soldier against 
him, But oni this occasion th tig his eseapade much more seriously. As 
reported above, three regiments of infantry and one of cavalry are bei spatehed 

cn Telieao} nde entamn trons the Novene Western Divieipn bua raved dawn to 
Sauj Bulagh. The himself is seriously perturbed. Tt is difficult to believe that 
this is due solely to fear of Salar-ed-Dowleh, for whom he has the greatest contei 

It may be that he really belie Prince has outside support or— 
probibly—his anxiety is caused by the unreliability of the troops of the Western 
Division. ‘There is very little doubt that they are unfit to take the field against any 
enemy, ‘There are rumours of p 'y retirements and of surrenders to the enemy 
without fighting, but there is no definite information that any serious epllision has 
yet taken place between the insurgents and Government forces Reinforcements have 
reached Sennch, and the troops from Tehran will he at Kermanshah ina day or tv 


Khuzestan 

22. Pletuchkin, who was previously secretary to Walden at Shiraz, has become 
Soviet consul at Ahwaz in phice of Batinanoff, who, as previously reported, has 
succeeded Walden 


Baluchistan Sarhad. 

28, ‘The situation reported in paragraph 19 of Summary No. 16 has not 
developed unfavourably. Dost Mohammed has made no hostile mov st Khwash, 
ior his he advanced’ nearer to the railway area, which, with the arrival of the 
Brigade Commander w s bringing the total strength at Duzdap 
up to S00; should now bo reasonably Arrangements are now being made for the 
reocupation of Khwash by a regular garrison, 

plausible explanation of Dost Mohammed's actions is that he bad heard greatly 
exaggerated stoviexof thy disyurbances i Aerbatjan an Khorasan and when wes 
reached him that orders for the evacuation of the Sarkad hy regular Persian troops 
idl been issued, he, uot unnaturally, concluded that the power of the ( 
Government was crumbling, and decided to move up towards Khwash 
to investigate and to be on the spot to seize for his 
Finding that Porsian troops were still at Duzdap, that t 
the dissolution of the Shah's Government, and hearing probably exaggerated 
stories of the arrival of British avroplanés at Taftan and British troop= at 
Dalbandin, he decided that there was nothing for him to do but put the most 
favourable complexion on his advance towards the Sarhad and declare’ that his 
motive had been solely the protection of the Shah's interests 

Tt is probable that he is as little desirous of declaring himself a rebel by: any 
hostile action asthe Persian Government is of getting involved in hostilites with 
him at presont. 

24. ‘Tho Shah has ordered the transfer of the headquarters 
Kainat brigades trom Birjand to Duzdap, ‘This should red 
Manger of future trouble in the Sarhad 

announced in the press that the Persian Government has decide 
to purchase the Mirjawa-Duzdap Railway. ‘This announcement has already: b 
male on more:than one ooeasion, and its significance, is nat obviows. 


Major, T-A., 
Military Attaché. 
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Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received September 13.) 


: Galhek, August 28, 1926. 
WITH reference to my telegram No, 194 of the 13th August, relative to, the 
incursion of Salar-ed-Dowleh into Western Persia, U have the honour to transmit to 
you herewith a copy of a report addressed to me by Major W. A. K. Fraser, D.S.0., 
military attaché to this Legation, in which an account is given of the more recent: 
developments of this disturbance, and of the apprehensions which the Persian 
Government profess to entertain. 
The persistent belief that the Traq authorities were cognisant of this 
movement, and had, in fact, favoured it, will doubtless die a natural death, Tam 
particularly anxious to publish no. démentis in the Persian press on the subject. 1 
am, however, suggesting to His Majesty’s High Commissioner at Bagdad that it 
might cause a good impression if the Lraq Government were publicly and officially to 
Ticociate themselves from Salar-el Dowel and the tribes who are supporting him 
Tam sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s High Commissioner 

at Bagdad 
Thave, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enclosure in No. 93, 


Major Fraser to Mr. Nicolson. 
coret,) 

¥ Gulhek, August 26, 1926 

INFORMATION regarding the situation in Kurdistan is still too vague to 
allow of any accurate appreciation being made, hut, in view of the obvious 
seriousness with which it is regarded by the Persian military authorities, it may be 
‘ts well to consider the facts that are known, 

2. ‘They are, brielly, that Salar-ed-Dowleh succeeded in entering Persian 
Kurdistan—the Ayroman country—about the end of July; on the 12th August he 
\was reported to be marching on Senneh with tribesmen of Jaafan Sultan, and on the 
25th hostile forces of tribesmen were reported to be, one 32 miles north-west, of 
Kermanshah, another 16 miles west of Senneh, Simultaneously with these activities, 
the Pizhdar Kurds launched an offensive against the Persian forces at Serdasht, 
orcad them to evacuate this place, and threatened Sauj Biilagh 

3. That is practically all the definite information that has reac hed me 
regarding the movements of the Kurds, and from an intimate conversation which L 

‘d this morning with the Chief of the General Staff 1 haye received the impression 
that the Persian military anthorities ttle more 

4, He told me thai they had as irate information of the strength of 
the forees with Salar-ed-Dovleh, nor did they know what chiefs, other than Jaafar 
Sultan, were supporting him, Events up to the present did not in themselves justify 

serious view of the situation, but he did not conceal fr 
regarding a general rising of the Kurds, He, perliay 
Pichdar rising with, Salar-ed-Dowleh’s, insurrectio 
Western Azerbaijan frontier were, hie said, in possession of a number of new arms, 
And would Salar haye returned to Persia unless there was something big, afoot? 
‘Alone, he was discredited and of no importance, but, if it. were believed that he had 
been promised outside support, he might raise a considerable rebellion, And iv 
wwould only be too readily believed by ignorant Kurds that Salar-ed-Dowleh would 
hot and could not have come through Traq without the connivance of Iraqi officials 
‘That was why they regarded the situation with anxiety and treated it seriously. 

It was quite plain that the Chief of the General Staff was himself unable to 
find a satisfactory explanation of this outbreak that di volve Great Britain 
or Iraq. He was, I think quite genuinely, under the impression that the Pizhdar 
Iashkar had been formed in and had started from Irag territory; he was mystified 
because we had not given him earlier information; and it was not easy to persuade 
him that it was not a difficult matter for Salar-ed-Dowleh to slip through Northern 
Traq in spite of any reasonable precautions Iraq might take to prevent the entry from 





120 


Previous to his entry, the situation in Kurdistan had 

inion, so good that he found it hard to believe that the Kurds would 

have given any support to an adventurer of Salar’s type unless they helieved him to 
le the agent of greater ones. 

6. I told him that my information was that the truce between Jaafar Sultan 
and Government hiad, as far as the former was concerned, no very solid foundations 
he had remained at heart suspicious of and hostile to the Persian Government. Was 
it not possible that he had heard exaggerated stories of the troubles in Azerbaijan 
and Khorasan, and, believing the Persian Government to be fully occupied there, 
had judged the moment favourable for the commencement of hostilities? ‘There was 
nothing surprising in Salar-ed-Dowleh’s appearance in any area of unrest on the 
borders of Persia—panticularly Kurdistan 

7, ‘The principal military measures taken by the Persian authorities are: The 
despatch of reinforcements from Azerbaijan to Sauj Bulagh—at least one colunin of 
500 men should now have reached that town, the reinforcing of Senneh by such 
troops as could be spared from Kermanshal and Hamadan; orders for the move 
three regiments of infantry and one of cavalry from Tehran to Han 
Kermanshah, of which ove and a half regiments of infantry and one of eavalry have 
already left 

8. ‘The last report from His Majesty's consul at Tabriz, dated the 20th August 
was that Sauj Bulagh was now reasonably safe, and the reinforcements sent front 
Tehran should put Senneh aiid Kermatishiah out of danger unless the rising is much 
more formidable than. it at present appears to be. 

9, Kt is not unlikely that one cause of the anxiety of the General Staff is the 
notoriously bad qroral of the troops of the Western Division 

T havo, & 
W. A K FRASER, Major, LA 
Military Attaché 





Mr, Nicolson to Str Austen Chamberlain, —(Receieuil September 13.) 


‘No, 210.) 
elographic.) Ry Tuhyan, September 13; 192 
GN 2rd August Persian road guard near Kermanshah publicly heat and 
inipr Anglo-Persinny Oit Company and three British drivers 
T have satisfied myself th atrage was very serions and tinprovoked. Oliver 
conmmiinding gendarmerie at Kermanshih, when appeaed to hy His Majesty’s consul 
displayed ill-will and [group undecyphierable 
fer consultation with, resident director of Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 1 
propose to demand the following reparations 
(U)) Public and exemplary punishment of road yuard concerned and of villagers 
who assisted 
(2) Dismissal of officer commanding gendarmerie at Kermanshah. 
(B) Visit of apology by lIntter’s successor to His Majesty's consul ait 
Kermanshali, at which representatives of Anglo-Persian Oil Company 
Would be present 
(4,) Strict instructions to all road guards such as will prevent recurrence of 
ouitrages 


May [infor Persian Government that you will insist on fulfilment of these 
conditions t 
(Repeated to Kermanshab, No. 3 





No. 95. 


tr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Réceiced September 14.) 
(No, 21.) 
‘elegraphic. Vehran, September V4, 1926. 
BAGDAD telegram No, 151 to me, repeated to Colonial fice 
1 fear there is no prospect of our making capital out of this correspondence 
sinee it would metely’ convince Persians that we had been in touch with Salur-ed 
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Dovwleh and tribes from the outset, and that now that rising was about to colla 
ie were adopting this device to prove our innocence, 1 should on the whole prefer 
that High Commissioner should reply direct, making it clear that we never had and 
never would encourage rising against Persian Government. 

Sense of his reply would gradually drift back to Tehran and cause far more 
convincing impression than any public or official communications, 

If, however you feel that no reply should e sent to Persian rebels without prigr 
consent of Persian Government, 1 think the best course would be to inform the Shah 
privately and ask what reply he would wish returned. Iv is just possible, however, 
that such an enquiry might’confirm his suspicions and provoke reply that he would 
prefer us to return no answer at all. 

(Repeated to Bagdad, No. 149.) 





No, 96. 
Consul London to Sir W. Tyrrell. —(Receiced September 16.) 


(No. 187, L.N.) 
‘elegraphic.) Geneva, September 16, 1926. 
FOLLOWING from Mr. Cadogan :— 

* Elections to Council took place this mo Following were elected for 
three years: Poland, Chile, Roumania, Following for two years: Colombia, 
Netherlands, China, Following for one years San Salvador, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland alone declared re-eligible, British delegation voted for Persin as 
Asiatic representative.” 





(E 5365 /4756/34) No. 97. 
Colonial Office to Loreign Office (Received September 17.) 


Downing Street, September MN, 19 

TAM directed by Mr. Secretary Amery to refer to your letter of the 10th Sept 
tnd to, previous correspondence regarding the activities of Salar-ed-Dowleh, 4 
transinit to you herewith, for the information of Secretary Sir Austen Chamberlain, the 
accompanying copy of « despatch which has been roveived from the High Commissioner 
or 

Tam, 8e. 
Ht. YOUNG, 


Enclosure in No, 97. 


3 Sir H. Dobbs to Colonial Office, 
(Secret) 
Sir, Bagdad, September 2, 1926. 

“1 HAVE the honour to invite a referouce. to, despatch” No, 483, dated tho 
28th August, 1926, from His Britannic Majesty's Chargé d'Affaires at ‘Vehran to 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs relative to the incursion 
of Salar-od-Dowleh into Western’ Persia, 

2. In paragraphs 540-542 of my Secret (ntelligence Report No. 17, dated the 
18th August, 1926, I hiaye set forth the very timely ation taken here to prevent 
Salar-ed-Dowleh from leaving his place of retirement at Beirut and to prevent the 
furtherauce of his schemes from the Iraq side, when he had succeeded in slipping 
through Iraq in disguise owing to the neglect of the Irench authorities in Syria to 
take notice of my warning, I have also described the action taken to prevent the 
Pizhdar chiefs of Iraq from crossing the frontier to join in the Pizhilar rebellion, which, 


though simultaneous with Salar-ed-Dowleh’s operations, as, I understaud, no connection 

with them. Itis hard to see how the British and Iraq authorities here could give 

better proof of good faith than these measures supply, measures which were ouly 

frustrated by the apathy or mismanagement of the French authorities in Syria, 
[us791) 


K 
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3. In connection with the Pizhdar rebellion T must bring to notice the fact that 
it in no way constitutes an “invasion” of Persian territory by an Traq tribe as might 
at first sight be thought. ‘The majority of the Pizhdar tribe, like the nowad Jaf, have 
their winter quarters in Iraq aud thelr sunmer quarters in Persia and thes presence 
in the Sardash neighbourhood at this time of the year is therefore perfectly normal. 
‘They have often in the past come into conflict, with’ the Persian authorities, and there 
has been much corresponilence between the Tehran Legation and myself in former 
yeurs regarding alleged maltreatment of certain sections of the Pizhdar by Persians 
during their sammer residence within the Persian boundaries. 

1, 1 a ending copy of thi, 


nic Majesty's Chargé 
Affaires at Tehran and to 


is Britannic Majesty's consul-general at Beirut. 
Thave, &6. 
H, DOBBS, 
High Commissioner for rag, 





No. 08 


Sir W, Tyrrell (Jor the Secratary of Stute) to Mr. Nicolson (Vehran) 


‘aphic,) Foreign Office. September 17, 

YOUR telegram No, 211 of 14th Septeml ed-Dowleh 

High Commissioner, Bagdad, has been instructed as follows in reply to his 
tolegran 35 of 11th September 


You should reply to these and similar communications direct on the 
following lines 


As representative of His Majesty's Government, who are in friendly 
velations with the Persian Government, T cannot enter into any correspondence 
With Persian individuals or tribes on questions which solely affect the relations 
of the latter to the Persian Government, least of all can Tin any citeumstances 
‘encourage disloyalty by Persian subjects to their oven Government, 

f the Trac rnment wish any action taken against Sheikh Mahmud, 
Who is a fugitive from Traq, they will look for assistance to the Persian Govern: 
ment arid not to individuals or tr 


On hearing from Sir H. Dobbs that he has taken above action, y should 
immediately inform Persian Government and take opportunity of urging them 
strongly to take steps for ase of the captured British airmen 

You should also, if you see no objection, point out that present highly 
unsatisfactory: state of affairs on fronticr emphasises noed for establishment o 
Glosen relations between Persia and Iraq, which can best be effected by recognition 
‘und subsequent treaty 





No. 


Sin W. Tyrrell (for the Secretary of State) to Mr. Nicolson (Tehran) 
182, 

(Telegraphie,) 1 : Forvign Office, September 17, 1926. 
YOUR telegram No. 210 of 18th September = Assault on employees of 2 

Persian Oil Compa 
T approve proposed action 





[1B 5884/10/94) No. 100, 


My, Hoare to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Reeeived September 20.) 
(No. 493,), 
Sir, Constantinople, September 16, 
I HAVE seceived from His Mejesty's High Commissioner at Bagdad a copy of 
his seoret despatch 1)" of the 2nd September regarding the activities of Drs, Abined 
Sabri and Kratchia Mouradian nominally on bebalf of an independent Kurdistan 
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2, The statement of Abmed Sabri that financial assistance and trained officor 
and propagandists had been promised to the Kurdish insurgents has recently been 
reproduced in the Turkish press, but the report, being from a Russian souree, the help 
‘was naturally stated to be coming from Great Britain. 

8, The Persian Embassy, with praiseworthy promptness, denied the report, and 
stated that they could not believe that Great Britain would assist, the rebel Kurds in 
Persia, who were reported by the Turkish press to have inflicted considerable losses 
upon the Persian troops. This rumour was also denied, 

4. The counsellor of the Persian Fmbassy called on me a day or two before I 
received Sir H. Dobbs's despatch, and in the course of a somewhat vague conversation 
he referred casually to reports that we were encouraging insurrection in Persia, He 
then went on to tell me that about ten days ago, first one and then three more Turkish 
seroplanes violated the Persian frontier and prosuded to attack with machine; fre 
fan encampment of refugees from Turkey, So far Persia had received no satisfaction, 
From this he passed on to express hia indignation at the absurdity of concluding « 
friendly pact with a Government which roftised to sottle any outstanding cases, and 
now appeared unwilling to apologise for a gratuitous frontier incident. I failed to 
extruct anything regarding Taimurtash’s negotiations at Moscow and bis impending visit 
to Angora beyond a clear indication that Djevad Khan Sinéki shares his Ambassador's 
views that Taimurtash is a bad man, and that, Russian policy in Persia has not changed 
as the result of the Bolshevik revolution. 

5, The Turkish Ambassador in Persia has just arrived from Moscow, and has 

ven an interview to the press, in the course of which he stated that the Russo: 
Fersian nogotiations cover the “Caspian Sen fishories and customs and commercial 
questions interesting the two countries,” 

6. As regards the question of the suggested tripartite Russo-Turco-Persian pact, 
iy Italian colleague informs me that he recently instructed his representative at Angora 
to enquire whether such an agreement was contemplated, He was told that it was 
unnecessary as, if three bilatenil pacts existed, they would automatically. acoomplist all 
that was to be looked for from « three-Power puct. 

7. Lam sonding eopies of this despatch Girect to His Majesty's High Commissioner 
for Iraq and to His Majesty's Minister at Tebran, 

Ihave, &o, 
IH, HOARE, 





No, 101 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chambertain,—(Recvived September 20.) 

(No. 214.) 

(Telegea RK Tabrans September 20,106 
AF ri ing a month, Cabinet has been re-formed under Mustaufi-ul 


Mamalek, ‘The only important change is that Vossuk-ed-Dowleh leaves Ministry of 
Finance for that of Justic 
(Repeated to Bagdad, No, 52, Sent to India.) 





[B 6503/10/34) No. 102 


wo. tay Mt Meare ta Sir une Chaban —{Reeived Septender 27) 
(No. 503; 

Sir, Constantinople, September 21, 1926. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to my despatch No, 103 of the 
1th instant, that the Persian Ambassador paid me 4 long visit thie afternoon, Hl is 
still highly dissatisfied with the manner in which Persian foreign policy is being 
conducted, describing ‘Taimurtache as “thoroughly false,” a min without. principles 
who boxed the compass at rapid intervals in internal politics and in foreign affairs, 
was the friend of England yesterday and in the pocket of the Russians to-day, It 
Was a sorry Government that allowed such a man to undertake important negotiations, 
ud he could not understand how the Shah could confer favours on him knowing, as 
His Majesty must, that Taimurtache had been actively hostile to him. 

{s791) 
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% 
at Tehran, who apparently told him nothing of what he and Taimurtache had done at 
Moscow. He then went on to express his surprise and displeasure at Memdoub 


His Excellency said that he had received a visit from the Turkish Ambassador 


Shevket Pasha, who has now gone to Angora, on himself to a 
a5 Persia's spokesman in this country by ‘announcing to the press th 
‘Tabai) and Taimurtachie would shortly proceed together to Angora. ‘Though the press 
had announced that Taimurtache was actually ou his way here from Moscow, he liad 
not had a word of any kind either from him or from the Government. It was a 
strange way to treat an Ambassador, and his Excellency proceeded to recount the old 
story of the scurvy fashion in which he was treated over the Tarco-Persian Pact. 
Incidentally he remarked that the reeonstmeted Government, of w 
received the names, was no better than the: last 
hewrasthenic and both were nullities, It rious t 1 been a 
reyolution and a change of dy: nd that the Governinonts of the country continued 
nevertheless to bo recruited from among the useless gang which brought abont the 
Sitiiation which led to the rovolution: 

3. I made few contributions to the cov sation beyond suggesting tl yssibility 
{hat Mendonh Shevket Pasha had little to say about his exploits at Moscow b 
little had been accomplished and that (Paimurtache might perhaps not come h 
all, a8 his instructions had apparently been considerably moditied after he had started 
‘on his mission (se6 Mr. Nicoleon's despatch No, 408 of the 13th August) 

; 4. Tam sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty's Charge d’Affaire at 


tas it were 
he (Taba 




















one was 


























I have, &e 
R. He HOARE. 








E 5533/4029 /34| No. 103, 
Mr, Nicolaon to Sir Austen Chamberlain. 


143) 


(Received September 28.) 





Gullek, September 7, 1996, 
1 the honour to inform you of the 
promise Thad rec 0 i t that an immediate end 
would bo made to provide the Sheikh of Mohammerah with au income adequate for his 


essontial riquiroments, Cam glad to report thst the Adiiaisteator-General haw already 


"IN ny despateh No. 42 




















tinken wt to the fulfilment of hix promise. .\ commission has been foriied 
in the Mi kh has been given thy opportunity of appari 
pervonally Vetore it and of stating iis case. The Am nancial directo 








Khuzintan 
sal hoi 
is being made of those. prope 
by tho ail ingly andl whie 
developed ont of his, own 1 
hoped that « proportion of h 
the aheikh with 
subsequent consideration 

2, L anticipate that if and when such « stags is reached in the negotiations the 
sheikh will suspect that he is being asked to compound his total claims for thy £8,000 
Aimuity Bred to bien. Lahould not. be surprised ineell wore auch 1 proposal to be 
made to me, and 1d nyt conceal my fears that if an annuity is obtained immediately 
it will take many mouths to secure « settlement of what remains. At the same time T 
consider it off such importance to exploit the good intentions of Dr. Millspaugh, and to 
relieve the sheikh from the immediate difficulties by which he is assailed, that 1 sball 
endeavour to persuade the latter to accept the offer with a good wrace, Should he iv 
todo so and maintain his “everything or nothing” attituile, { shall feel compelled 
‘sak you for authority to warn hii that his obstinacy may lose him your support. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to His Majesty's High Commissioner for Tray. 

sage ke, 

HAROLD NICOLSON. 


oil toleyeaphia 
ved by the 





furnish a statement of the 
uury from the sheikh's properties, An exa 
with a view to detern ‘hich hi p 

of the inherited or firman properties hinve bey 

Whien this information has been received itis 
properties will at once he released sufficient to pre 
£8,000 a year, ‘The remaining: proporties will be held over fur 
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E 5594/1194 /34 No. 104, 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received September 28.) 
No. 444.) 





Sir, Gulhek, September 8, 1926. 
1 HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith the accompanying copy of « 
despatch from His Majesty's cousul at Kermanshah relative to a serious outrage 
perpetrated: by certain n road-guards upon \Ir. Semple, Director of ‘Transport of 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, and on four British drivers.* On, the. receipt 
of Mr. Cowan's telegrams reporting the incident, I first ascertained whether there had 
been any provoeation on the part of the employees of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
4, ou learning that the outrage had been unprovoked, T addressed to the Minister for 
n Affiirs thie note of protest which forms the second enclosure to this despiteh, 
Tu this note Thave reserved to myself the right to formulate further demands 60 soon. 
obtained full details, Mr. Cowan's despateli now furnishes these <letails, but 
z uction, since the Resident Director of the Auglo-Persian Oil Company 
ing the coming week and 1 wish to benefit by his advice in 
formulating my that these conditions should be such as, to 
x hiome to the Persian Govern id gendarmorie that such outrages on British 
suljects cannot be tolerated. 1 fear that the only condition which will make any 
Permanent impression will be a demand for wionetary compesnation, but shall 
endeavour to persuade Mr. Jacks th hich can be defended as 
physical, Before formulating such demands, 1 
raph to you for approval, since To not wish to lay down conditions which 

vi might be unwilling, if'need be, to enforce 
A copy of this despatch: is being sent to Nia Maj 























is to visit T 































esty's consul at Kermanshah, 
have, &e, 


HAROLD NICOLSON, 








losure in No. 104 


Mr, Nicolson to Pi 





an Minister for Foreign Affairs 








Mole Ministre, Gullick, August 26, 1 
1 MUGH ‘egret to inform you that 1 have received x telegraphic report from His 
Majesty's covsul at Kermanshah that’ a British; subject, Mr, Semple, of the Anglo: 
in Oj] Company, and three drivers employed by the company. wero bintally beaten 
nprisoned at Mahidasht by Pe road-gunrd iy villagers, three days, 
Murloc, ous of the drivers, i el confined to hia Ue wren 
Th commanding the road guard tas failed to comply with the d 
the consul for an apology and for the punishment of the two pr 
in this disgrceful outrage 
yelled to request you 


























nil 
pal 















Excellency to take urgent stops to soure the 
immediate arrest, of the person! ed in this air, aud to cause fall personal 
apologies to be wade at once by the officer commanding the road-guurds Lott to His 
Majesty's consul and to Mr. Semple. Your Excellency will doubtless agree with me 
that this shameful incident requires immediate and searching investigation, and Lam 
ident that you will at once take the necessary measures to this end, I shall 
iously await the result of such an enquiry. 
4, Lawait a fuller report of the incident which Mr. Cowan has been asked to 
furnish, aud I must reserve the right to inform your Bxcellency, after its rep 
further requests which I may have to formulate to the Persian Gov 
connection with this aflair, 























Tavail, &o, 


HAROLD NICOLSON, 
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[E 5535 /195/34 No. 105 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received Septem 
0. 445,)* 























Gillhele, September 8, 1926. 
IN my despateli No. 404 of the 12th August I had the humour to report that the 
Shahi hud’ orrested nad Khan, general officer commanding the Eastern 
Divi 
and hie ts credited with having in « few mouths amassed 
‘The greater part of this fortune has now passed into oth 
accordingly been acquitted! and released. It is to he feare 
by this miscarriage of justice n 
Copies of this deapiitch are 
High Commissioner for Tray 








ion, for peculation. The cupidity and oppression of this general were notorious, 
Finis of over £300,000, 
has 











hinds; and the gens 
th pression cre: 
y miewhat damaging to t prestige 

being sent to the Government of Ludia and His Majesty's 








Thave, & 
HAROLD NICOLSON 












































[B 5562/21/34) 
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Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Receiréd September 28.) 






(No. 448) 

Sin Giulhek, September 9, 1926. 
UTTAWE the honour to transmit t you herewith a copy of an interesting 

memorandum prepared hy the acting Oriental secretary to this Legation on the 





Ownership ind Tease of land by foreign nationals in Persia 
2. Although T ugree with Mr. Trott that the Treaty of Turkomanchai 
explicitly limit: the tenure of property by foreigners to their actual residence or 
business: premises, yet T feel that sucli a limitation has now become estahl 
precedent and usage and is implicitly confirmed by the provisions of the Gi 
Gormin treaties. T should not wish, the » raise the matter 
casion arises, [ propose, subject to vour approval, to adopt the princip 
nib Of the:tenure by British subjects or residences and business premi 
should he heard in the Karguzant courts, wheres th cerned with the. lea 
mortsaure on tenure oF all ther properties shuld v the “Adlieh 








does not 




























referred 
Thave. 8 
HAROLD NICOLSON 












nelostire in No. 106 





Momaricndum on the Subject of the Ownership aud Hire of Real P 


Foreigners in Persia Agee 





(A.)—Chronological Summary, 
1. Dreuties i ie ee 

PROPERTY rights are discussed for the first time, 4s far 
discover, in the Treaty of Turkomanchai of 1828 betwoen Russia and Persig 
Atticle 5 of that treaty deals with the rights of Russian subjects inv Persia to hive 
tnd acquire possession of houses, shops and witrehouses.. The article save thar 
view of the dificulties then existing “*itis permissible for Russian subjects in Porn 
Hot only to hire, but also to ucquine till proprietiny rights over (-acqucrir en tome 
propriété’), houses to live in and shops.as well as wareliouses lor their meretonn 

hould, T think, be observed that there is really no limitation in this, article 
t is not said that each Russian subject shall own only one house and only one ast 
of busine doubt that tio sich provision was intended 
it the time whien the treaty: was made, ‘The article was niercly permissive: up 
that time no mulla would rend the “sigheh,** which was in “shat? Taw the neccstace 
leval formality for the transfer of property, However, the interpretation which 
coms to have been placed upon the article by the Persian Government. and 

rently acsepted by: all foreign Legations for many vears past. har heen that 





as 1 have been able to 








































for a long period of much more property 
‘he distinction, which seems to haye been 
‘actically observed, is that the support of the person's Legation has been afforded to ; 
fim only in so far as he has disputes concerning the amount of land above-quoted. 
He can have more, but, should any question arise concerning his proprietary rights in 
the additional land, he must not expect the support.of his Legation in that question. 

The perpetual Spanish Treaty of 1842, confirmed in 1870, provides, in 
article, that the snbjects of the two contracting parties may in future rent 
Houses, warehouses and shops for their business, and the local authorities cannot 
prevent their doing so for any cause or pretext, 

The Austria-Hungary Treaty of 1857, in article 4, provides that if the Persian 
court gives permission to the subjects of a foreign State the right to acquire and 
possess in Persia lands, houses, shops or other immovable property, the same rights, 
will lee accorded to Austrians in Persia, 

k treaty of 1861 gives subjects of the two nations the right to hire 
houses, warehouses and shops for their business, 

The German treaty of 1878, in article 6, repeats the above-quoted provisions of 
Greek treaty (relative to hi houses, &e.), and of the Austria-Hungary treaty 

Jative to rights of acquiring and possessing, property in, Persia 

The Hest event in chronological order appears to be a Royal rescript (°* Dast 
(att oTumayini”), which is said hy the president of the Foreign Office Tribunal to 
fave been issued on the 20th Ramazan (Hijri), fe. about the year 1889, 

horeby “all dealings by foreign ts, in connection with landed’ property, 
fevond their dui jotly prohibited,”’ This rescript does not appear ta be widely 
own, and T have not sneceeded in finding any details about it ‘ 
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2. Subsequent Rulings, &e., by His Majesty's Legation 
Near the beginning of 1920 a circular was sent out by the Persian Ministry for 
aw Afiains to Karguzaris to the effect that all cases regarding real: property 

i which foreign subjects were concerned were to go before the 'Adlich court and not 

tefore the Karguzari court, and that foreign subjects who refused to accept. this 

lecision were to be called upon to sell their property, It appears that no serious ‘ 

Attempt was at the time made to enforce this order, bit Sir P. Cox and Mr. Norman 

ole the view: that th as directed against the tenure of arable and and othe af 

il property im contravention of the terms of the Treaty of 

aatter Ww walt with in Sir P. Cox's circular telegram to consuls of the 2! 

lonuary, i Mr, Norman, in a further circular telegram, dated the 24th 

Jonnary, 1921, asked consuls to report any instance in which the attempt was made 

fiect to the orden, All replies received recorded that no instance Was then 








Fore 








































iy connection with the desire of the Imperial War Graves Commission to 
Jurchase a piece of land at Kasvin in the present year 1926, the olficials of the 
ysian Government referred to article 22 of the Persian Constitution of the 80th 
December, 1906; this article says simply that, “whenever a part of the revenue or 
jyroporty Of the Government or State is to be sold it will be done with the 
\pproval of the National Assembly." ‘The article therefore does not apply to sales 
il by one private person to another, 
d, and Mr. Bi 
that "foreign subjects are not allowed to ¢ 
hionse, although they do sometimes; but if and when they do, the P 
niont does not recognise the right of their Legation or constilate to take up the cudgels \ 
‘or them, 
On the 26th August, 1924, Mr. Ovey, in his despatch No, 70 to the acting consul 
{ Shiraz, observed that “the Persian Government maintains that tions 
oncerning immovable, property in Persia owned by foreigners are sub 
urisdiction of the Persian courts ("Adlich), and His Majesty's Leg: 
nised this in principle 
Tt should, however, be noted that His Majesty's consul at Shiraz, in reply, 
sud subsequently in another connection, pointed ont that disputes connected with real 
‘operty in the Shiraz consnlar area were then actually being heard in the Karguzari, 
where they always had been heard, And several eases in which the Imperial Bank of 
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of property tothe ba 

In 1925 the Minister for Foreign Afi 
whieh he sid that ‘foreign subjects and nationals are not authorised to hire 
ciltivated estates in Persia.” ‘This was characterised hy Sir Perey Lora 
very strange contention, but no formal protest or objection to it wa> at the ti 
‘Mhe observation was made in connection with an estate near Hamadan wh 
being wanaged for the Persian owner by two British subjects. ‘The contention has 
not apparently been made before anid no authority: was given in its support 

Tn. 1925 the Tribunal of the Ministry fo anounced that it 
would in future adopt a new procedure in regard to the realisation by sale o 
immovable property in Persia hypothecated by Persian debtors as security’ for debts 
incurred by them to foreign creditors “who are precluded by the country’s laws from 
entering iiito actual. possession of such property,” These proposals, which provide 
ultimately for the sale of the land at whatever price it will feteli, were communicate 
to the Foreign Office in Sir P. Loraine’s despatch No. 882 of the 19th June, 1925 
‘Tho prapoatls vere not communicated oficially to the Tegation, but a copy. wis 

privately 
yarde the ond of 4098, His Najoste’s consul. at Bundar Abbas raised the 

quiestion of some State lands sold in the vicinity of Bunda Abbas by the financial 
genta that place to a British subject, As the agent had sold the lands without 
the permission or knowledge of the Government (this heing necessary under article 
of the Constitution) he was dismissed, and the question was ta be settled by the 
pu receiving their money hack 


(B)—Conelusions 


T am of opinion that owing to the fact that the limitation of the Turkomanchai 
‘Proaty clause to one house and one set of premises for each person hias been an practice 
‘uccepted for 1 considerable time, we must consider it as settled in spite of its bein 
i yyrong interpretation, 

Tf, however, the Treaty of Turkomanchai is abandoned, Tam not at all sure 
that thero exists any real disability-on foreiguers in regard to their ownership of land 
in Persin. ‘The existence of # clause in the Spanish and the German treaties saying 
that the Persian Government. will grant their subjects rights of possession if they 
grant them’ to the subjects of any other nation might sem to raise a presumption 
that the Persian Government did not actually grant this privilege to anyone. And 
there is no doubt that the Persian Government ate desirous of curtailing the owner 
ship of land by foreigners, their idea being presumably to linit fo exploitation 
‘of Persian soil 

However, one might equally well say that what is not forbidden is permitted 
especially as there undoubtedly exist a great number of precedents for the ownership 
of lund in Persia by forcignors, Messrs, Toumaniants used to own villages, ancl 
many Russian subjects and. protéaés owned and had liens on all kinds of property 
in the north 

As for the contention that British subjects must not hire enltivated estates, 
precedents exist entirely contrary’ to this contention, and [ think it ts quite wrong 
‘ind think the question Of protesting against it ought to be considered 

As for the question of the recognition in principle by this Legation that disputes 
conneeted with property should be heard in the “Adlioh, Tam not sure that this 
devision was ever communicated officially to the Persian Gov Donhtless 
ve have acquiesced; thoiigh T do not remember many casts in which British snbjeots 
Sought to have cases of ownership of land brouzht before the tribunal nt Tehran 
Tr seems tome, as a matter of policy, that the “Adliah is really the most sui 
for these suits toho hoard in, provided that it is good “Adlich and that in p 
there is an efficient svstem of land registration and land lave in operation 
these tivo desiderita lo not really exist at present. Tf land cases were to be heard in 
the tribnnal and the Karenzaris. and also if we were to try’ to insist now or in fatiy 
thot the right of land ownership, by foreigners was unlimited, T fear that one 
innpleasant result youd he that the work of consular officers in Persia would be muc 
inoteased, On the other hand, Colonel Haig’s and Mr. Nov 
fe wrong to allow British aithjects to “submit to tho ¥ *Allich "has 
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still considerable force. Tt is somewhat illogical not to allow British subjects to have 
the benefit of the presence of a consular officer's intervention in some eases and to 
illow it in others. 


A.C, PROTT, 
Acting Oriental Secretary 


September 8, 192 
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Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Iteceived Septembor 
(No. 449.) 
Sir, Gulhete, September 9, 1926, 

TN the course of a long and friendly conversition the United States Minister 
recently wade certain statements which suggest that he labours under what. [presume 
to he aieeonsaption of the polly of His ALsjeety'o\ Governor tovearse hia cout, 
He said that both he and Dr Millspauzh had been given to understand by Siv Perey 
Loraine that His Majesty's Government would take steps to prevent the fntrodnetion 
‘of American capital into Persia, Such a misconception is ol 80. 1 atid 90 
damaging a nature that T venture. to record the conversation and context in whieh it 
vas vealed to me, and: to solicit your autho 
insuudorstanding which his arisen, 

Th my endeavours to counter the propaganda dineted against 1s 1 have 
ly beon perplexed hy the. pensistenc the belie! that His Majesty's 
ni ane Gs OeH GAS Rone Chey li ba ads sont Buel 
Even after discounting the tendency of Persian Nutionaliats to attribaty to 
our hostility and intrignes a failure which ‘they naturally hesitate to apply to the 
congenital faults of the Persian character, thers remains » residue of bitterness which 
cantiot he explained hy such unconscious complexes, ‘The most. virulent of) om 
detractors are to be found among the little group of ardent Nationalists which centios 
il Alayi and Takizwteh, ‘The hatred whieh such anew display ean to eomo extent 
be explained by their person ity to Vossuk aud by certain slights which they 
imaging that thi eived at onr hinds. But there remains « central core 
conviction that the policy of His Majesty's Government is to maintain Porsia in a 
nidition of insolveney and enteeblement, It is my constant. endeavour to dispel this 
atortunsite fuspress hand, Alay his friends represent one of the 
fee vital an iaintorortal lemeita; tn: Persia Choy odiaminitl any king andl respuots 
On the other baud, the Americans and other foreigners are continously: exposed to tho 
intluonee of these peopleand derive almost, exclusively from them their ideas royartiny 
the state of Persian opinion, Teousider them to be the most durigerous, Incase the 
 high-aninded, of our au te, 

“h prejudices eoneeived anid) yuctived by thon people ars tno doy to be 
easily removed. “T should anuch like to enter into friendly: relations with, them, but 
thicit suspicions are so sensitive that any direct overtures on my part would at: present 

nissoniatruel, T therefore contine my efforts to sejnoving some of the misconceptions 
which they instil into the Americans, and to showing Mx Philijy and Dr. Millspaujeh 
that British and American policies in Persin are in fact working towards an identie ain, 
Tt was while developing this theme that T provoked from Mv, Philip the remark that it 

e really our desiny to assist Persia We should: raise our veto on the introduction 

‘can capital, 1 replied that th the first Lhud heart of any such veto, 
wered, us above recorded, that Sir Perey Loraine had informed both the 
dministrator-General and hi at Hix Majesty's Government: would not permit 

‘ean capital to enter this couutey exoopt with British eo-operation, I told him 

Perey Loraine “bad been completely misunderstood, 

stant desire of Sir Percy to further Anglo-American co-o} 
ho might even have expressed the view thot Wall Streot would feel shy of 
x on Persian adventures unless accompanied and aided by the unéater locul 
experience of British finance; but I felt certain that he had never intended to iniply 
that sve shocld block any independent investinent of American capital in this country. 
We should naturally compete with America for uny contracts ot concessivins which 
might be going; but we should do so in Porsia by exuctly the sme methods ws in any 
other country and would not make any undue use of oir political iutluenes to erush 

(15791) in 
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swamps we hereby grant to him as his permanent property 3,000 zars 


Whiclvextend from the 





‘entral point of the mine to 1,500 zars in four directior 
6. Tn 1924 the Pers jernmient called for the production of all firmans 
Tegistration. Tt was found that out of tventy-three firmans which were produced 
1924 for rewistration in connection with oil righ ading the Sipahsalar firms 
for North Persia held by the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, all were rejected exce) 
the 1880 firman, which was registered by the Minister of Public Works on the Sts 
of duly, 1924 

7. On the basis of the 1880 firman, a Persian syndicate h 
registered under Persian Company Law with » nominal capi 
In this company the Soviet authorities are sitid to be I 
being M. Khostaria and some Persians of high rank 

The “fran” of the 2nd July, 1926, gives 1 
Company: Th wecordance with the Persian Law of Com 
tion has been formed, to be known as the Kavie: Khut 
(Limited), Iv is composed of the followi 
Ali Akbar Setoudeh, Mirza Abdul Huse 




















» formed and 
‘of 5 million tomans, 
interested, the 



















Is of the 
shareholding associie 
ireholding Association 
individuals: Mir Hamzavi, Haji Mirza 
Mirza [brahim Khan and Mir 


« following det 
1 












Rizzag Ghakizudeh, ‘The object of the comp 
Ki 





Khurian, sittited in the district of Semnin, ‘The capital of tle company, 
ion tomans, is composed of 100,000 shires of 30tomans each, of whieh 1,700,000 
* isto be substribed in cash, Rive per cent. will be deducted from et income 
the formation of a reserve, ‘Te deed of partyership is dated the Meh Azar Mah 
104, and wats registered on the lth of that month. ‘Tie executive committee of the 
company is given ag Mir Mamzavi (Amp Mivizzam), Robert Karklin, Doctor 




































Vindiniv Tinkin, A. Khoshtarin, and George Zeri, The central oftice a ‘on 
Pany’ issituated at Tehran, Hassanabad, at the house of Amie Muazzm 

9, Exou the following, reports, which are probably’ trae, it that 
M. Khioshtaria is taking seriously the development of the oil area at Sen Two 
oil mining enginoors, Genijas: Chultrovanni aid Eetiont, formerly employed in the 
Bakir oilflglds, tuive arrived in Tehran for work with the company. A ceeta 
Genijag Andronikow. formerly a prominent business nn in Bakthy How ruined, Ih 
Hien aippointed manager of the Semnan oilfields. A ¢ 
inuchinery is said to have aveived at Biudar Paliloyi fue thes 

10, ‘Pho rogistration of the firman seems to have: heen eareic uy 
equivocal manner, 1 have reesived reports. the trath af whieh [ eanniot certify, that 


the Ministry of Publis Works obi 
unides promis to rottrn av to its ow 
hands of Khoshtaria 

11 The Porsian 
Oil Company's + 





sion of tho firmian by tneans of f trick: 
wi of sshich it fell’ somehow, into the 















‘iment’s present pttitude, ae far ns the Anglo: 
couvernied, is tat (1) the company has no rights in the 
id (2), even assuming tht they haves the antecedent rights over 
ri uted by the firman of 1580 fave precedes aver those granted 
in 1901 to Mr. DiArvy, irrespective of whether these latter were a privileue spécial 
ot oxchisit,”” ‘Phe second position, presuming the validity of the firay 
tonabloagiinst the company, though the first is more doubtful 
12. "The Anglo-Persian Oil Company have protested strongly against the 
‘ttempt to exohido Semnan and against the registration of the 1880 firman, withont 
say publication of that fag and in spite of the Anglo-Persian Oil Companys tights 
their vonvession, Under article 17 of the concession the company has th 
im arbitration at ‘Tehran; the company is, however, of the opinion that 
tion at Tohtan on any point will be both costly and hazardotis: a dangerous pi 
might thereby be vreated which, in the company's opinions, is to be avoided 
Tami informed confidentially by Mr. Fatrley hat the most recent develop 
injent hag been the visit of the company’s chief geological experts to the district, with 
the result that they haye reported that there is nooil atSemnan, therefore prop 
iss rogoive further instctions to refrain from ftervening in this matte 
y Thave, &e 
HAROLD NICOLSON 
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] HAVE the honour to tran 


prepared by the acting oriental sev 
Persia 
in this, as in so many other matters, the Russians 





ns of Russian nationals 
You will observe th: 
ideavouring to evade their oblig 
ithout youn instructions to eny 
shall, however, point ont the mor 


WW their awn conclusions 


st 





















No. 110, 


on to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Receired September 28.) 





Gulhek, September 10, 1926 
mit to you herewith a copy of a memorandum 
ary to this Legation on the present jndicial 











re 
tions under the 1921 treaty. Ido not propose 
jum the dispute by any undue intervention, —T 
‘al to the Persian authorities and leave them to 








Thaye, &e 
HAROLD NICOLSON 





Enelosure in No. 110, 


Vemorandum on the Judie 


THE sixteentlt clause of the 
involving as it did the subjection 
focal citizens and to the laws of 
Ollice (Ce dential Print dated th 
Which it would be interesting to se 

Lhe practical working of t 
nstiliur representatives haye trie 
cases in which their protégés ai 



























subjects have not often hi 
usually started 16 ions t 
the Military ng 

ally reached the kanguvzan, althei 


1 to go 








Mf help given to the Russian side 
uuniaunt to very much thie sume’thi 
Of Powers entjoying ex-territorial 














which bas 
D. Sorin, or Sourine, and the 
fersus Messrs. Muhummedot Bi 
Muhammedoft) of Meshed 

jurine is reported by: His Mi 
ubjects, he made atv or 
whereby the I 




















Sourine. then sold his rights, t 
iL who put forward the 
‘it Meshed, the residence of the 
Company are an Indian firms. i 
Persians, but it was later found 1 
At any ra 











the hearing eame i 

Ministry at Tehran for inst 

Dayood Khan Metta 

that the Russian consul-gene 

Adlich The argument us 
zar's court there would be 

side; because the British s 











al a 














‘conee 
Porsians have been in practice usually settled by 
hepyeen the Russian consular officer’ and the Per 





es in which Russian atid) British nationals ane both int 





© prominence, The 


discussed the matter privately with s 


ak Status of Russian Nationals in Persia. 


Russo-Persian Treaty of the 26th February, 1921, 
of Russian subjects in Persia to equal riglits with 
the country, was said by His Majesty's Foreign 
he th April, 1921, Section 4) to be an innovation 
anried out in practice 
ew arrangement has really been that the Russian 
<i their best to enter as far as possible into the 
ned. Cases between Russian nationals and 
e kind of indirect arrangement 
1 authorities, so that Russian 
to the Adlich Tn the provinces the consul hus 
the supreme Persian authority, either the Ciyil 
sy approached, In any cnses the diapate Ie 
iugh the attitude of the Persians has been that the 


































inun lus no vight to intervene officially. ‘The difference between the amount 





‘unollicially. by 
ng as the obic 
rights 





the kanguzty seems in practice to 
Hhelp which he gives (0 tmtionals 





rested have not been 
attracted most attention his been that of one 
© Norther Asiatic Trading Company (Limited) 
rothers (Abdullah Muliaminedofi and) Iskender 











ajesty’s consul: general at Meshed tobe ad Russian 
about the year 117 with Muhammedott Brothers 


» the. Northern 
iui through 
defend ‘Mhe No ding. 
t was at first thouzht that the defendants were 
hat they declared themselves to be partly. Persian 
they received the official support of the Russian 

« question of which court the proper one tor 
Kharguzan of Khorasan referred to his 

ions ‘The Acting Minister for Foreign Affa 
Perey Loraine, saying 

first took the line that the proper court was the 


























J was that if the case were to be heard in the 





1 loading of the judicial dice a 
would have the advantage o 





ist the Russian 
the presence and 
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intervention of the British consular representative, while no representatives of the 
Russian consulate could be there. The Russians therefore appeared to. base 
themselves on equality of treatment with the British ‘They seemed to argue as 
follov Though it may be true that we are, in virtue of the 1921 treaty, equal 
at law with Pers yjects, yet we haye never declared that we had not the right 
to equal privileges with the British.” 

The Russian consul-general subsequently took the view that the case should 
go to the karguzari, but that he, the Russian consular representative, must be 
present. His Majesty's consul-genera! finally enquired from His Majesty's 
Minister whether the danger of creating a precedent would prevent his replying 
that he had no objection to the presence of the Russian consul- Sir Pei 
Loraine replied that he did not consider that His Majesty's consul-eneral was 
Called upon to make tatement in the matter, ever though the Persian 
Government should eventually agree to “presence” of the Russian consul-general 
as distinct. from “inten His Majesty's Minister went on to say 
™ Whatever you say can be interpreted either as enco he Persians to distort 
the terms of their treaty with Russia or as encouraging them to resist. Russian 
requests Lf the question were put to you in writing, you can always refer it here 
for instructions, but the karguzir’s obvious course is to'demand clear instructions 
ivom ‘Tehran 

Nothing more has been heard of the matter; the whole question is doubtless 
to be discussed between the Persian and the Russian Governments, perhaps at at 
carly date Dayood Khan Meftuh was at one time of opinion that the Persian 

‘overnment could avoid the issue in the following way ‘They could say to the 
Russians: “Hither you accept that your subjects have the legal status of Persians, 
or you do not. TY you do, then they must be tried exactly as Persians If you do 
not, theuy in a case between Russians and foreign subjects the Persian Government 
no interest whatever."” 

A case which was in some respe the claim of 
Messrs, Edwardes and: Sons, a British 8 nist 
M. Khoshtarin, a Russian subject. ‘The claim arose from tof 
contract, ‘The question of procedure in this his not settled 
His Majesty's Legation were finally obliged to ask officially the views of the Persian 
foverrment on this matter, The notes “His Majesty's Legation would 
be grateful for w provise statement of the legal position of citizens of the USSR 
with regard to monetiny cliims bro rainst thom hy British subjects or firms, 
find for the suggestions that the Ministry may be able to make as to how in such 
cases the Tritish sabjeets oF firms tay’ obtain juste iuniswer has yet been 

od 

{0 is interesting to notice that the Russians do not at any rate deny the right 

Persians to thy thes easesin wither the karguztri or the Adlioh 

‘The Russian contention of equality of treatyent for thet nationals with those 
of capitlitory Powers does not rest, iS far ats T knows, on any document, ‘Phe 1921 
treaty: provides for most-fayoured-nation treatment in respect of, (I) the rht 
free cireulation inside the country: and (2) the right of transit of yoods into  thire 
country (rida articles 18 and 20) 

‘The sixteenth clause, however, provides morely that Russian citizens living in 
Persia will “enjoy equal rights with local citizens, and will be subject to the Laws 
of the country in which they are” ‘The rights and competencies of consuls are to 
he settled by a separate convention (article 23) which has not yet heen made 

The abiove-quoted cnses are civil suits No instances of criminal indictments 
have yeti been met with Tt is probable that the Persian Government in the ease 
Of a criminal offence committed by a Russian in Persia would endeavour to try him 
in accordance with the newly-passed Penal Code just as though he were a Persian 
subject; whether the Russian representatives would accept ix doubtfil ‘The 1921 
treaty toes not make any distinction between criminal and civil offences 


Acting Oriental Seorwtary 
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‘olson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received September 28.) 


. Lulhel, Septeniber 10, 1926. 
‘THE sixth Majlis, which was opened by the Shah so long ago as the 1th July, 
has hitherto been occupied in selecting its own officials and in verifying. the electoral 
mandates of its own Deputies. “The latter process assumes in Persia a peculiar 
ignificanee. Since almost every election ean he shown to, have bee conducted by. 
niethods of fraud, violence or corruption, it is possible for any. single candidate to be 
unseated by the votes of his colleagues, Protracted debates are therefore devoted to 

examination of the sever date 


tions and in. the rece mentary history of Persia has been ‘Sayyid Hassan 

la This we contends that he ik precluded by his, priestly 

stati. from sanunsing miniteral responsibility, nnd he thus, enploys his ability and 

rhetoric for the purpose of ff very dominant. position behind the 

scenes. ‘The Shih has hitherto in the support of Mudarres, and 
the Mustaufi Cabinet as wells the majority of the Deputies recently: ele 

snerally admitted to be the latter's uominees. The Deputies, however, on attaining 

porate personality by entering the M acted strongly agiinst the influences to 

Which their own election was large ilock was formed against Mudarres, two 

or three of his particular hieneli pseated, and in {act imprisoned, and the 

hunndates of thom who tad restated. Mix tafluenes were confirma, loving this 

fed their independence, the blook directed « frontal attack on Mudarres by 

oinbining against the Mustaufi Cabinet. Tt wasat first stated that in no efreumstances 

Mustaufi be yiven a vote of confidence. Tt was liter made known that, he 

would be given a vote of confidence only if he jettisoned those of his Colleges who 

particularly dependent on Muidarres, ‘The resultant Cabinot crisis, has tnstod for 

ck. Three times has Mustaufi tendered his resignation to the Shah and three 

His Majesty toftised to accept it, A personal reprosentative of the Court. was 

sent down to the Majlis to glower at the Depaties from the Tnperiall box ; it was 

vuimoured even that in the vent af continued disobedience the Majlis would be 

se methods appeared for the moment to Have achioved th ty 

several factions was held wud’ a vote passed which was taken to be a vote 

Souuotu HoWravayiva, tie Gina) Tiblater jieawuy whe 


vlaxed, the Deputies reyained their comage, withilrew their vote of confidenos, aud 
sent Mustaufi up to Swudabad for the fourth tine to tender his resignation, he 
Shih appears to bave thought. it desiralle: to temporise; he accepted ation, 
f Mustaufi and called upon Mira Hussein Khan Pirnia (Ma'tamin-ul-Mulk) to form a 
‘ahinet, [tisat present uncertain whether the latter will succeed ii doings 

hy Mushar-ul-Mulle and Vessuk-ed-Dowleh are wilikely us. yet to for alte 


5, it is possible that the orisis will end with the reinstatement of Mustaufi 

Meanwhile much txul blood has been engendered between the Shah and the 

sixth Majlis, the parliamentary block against Mudarres has) been severely shaken and 

ray dissolve, and all Government busivess, including the budget, hus beet suspended, 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Goveruinent of Tndia and’ to: Hi 
Majesty's High Commissioner for Iraq 

T have, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 





E 6540/92/34) No, 112, 
Mr. Nieoleon to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Reeeived September 28.) 


(No. 436.) 
Sis, Gulhek, Sep 5 

1 HAVE the houour to enclose herein a memorandum furnished me by His 
Majesty's consul at Alwaz, who has recently been on visit to the capital, in which he 
gives an interesting, and 1 think illuminating, account of his audience with His 
Majesty Reza Shab. 1 was particularly glad that this able and experienced officer 
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Should have the opportunity of again seeing the Shah, whom he had known intimately 
ving the later's period of most intense activits. Sr. Monypenns did not derive the 
iinpression that His id deteriorated in the interval eit 
iy he felt only, that the Shah was somewhat bewildered by the problems which 
is now ealled upon to face. 

2 Mr, Monypenny’s impressions will, I trost, furnish a useful corrective to my 
own more sceptical opinion of the Shah's morals and ability. Having arrived in 
Persia it the moment when the Shah had decided to ascend the throne, | was unaffected 
by the admiration which bis efficiency as Prime Minister had universally inspired. 
Have sings heen 0 disgusted by his avarice, so antagonised by his duplicity and s 
dismayed by his lethargy, that U have inevitably come to feel that the contrast between 
tho leyend of Reza Khan and the apparent nullity of Reza Shah was to, be explained 
by some sudden intellectual and moral degeneration. The fict remains that the Shah 
since his accession has done practically nothing beyond amassing a large private 
fortine, But I remain convinced, and Mr, Monypenny has confirmed my conviction, 
that His Majesty is in present circumstances the only safeguard for Persia ; and [ 

ish the hope that at amy moment he tay emerge from his sullen retreat and again 
take direction of his country’s. fortm y however, iy lest he may 
Haye dolayed too long. He informed Mr lie had been taken. by 
surprise by the discontent in the army aud the disturbances: to which it hay since 
iziven riso this astonishin ly. specious and probably untrue; bnit 1 fear 
that he may, in fact, be ninawire oF the growing tide of discontent aud unpopularity 
which threatens to submerge his dynasty. He is surrounded by sycophants, who 
conceal from hin all unpalatable information, 1 shiall endeavour Fo that he is 
fold the truth 

Copies, of this despatch nee being sent to the Government of Iudin and to His 
Majosty's High Commissionor for Trad, 

L have, 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 


olosure’ in No. U2, 


Momarmiitin by Mrs Monypenny regarding his wudioncs with the Shade 


1 WAS granted au audience by His tmp 1 Majesty the Shali at Sandabad on 
Shnclay die Oth Septowber at sak As T approached the tent fn which the andionoe 
took plice His Majesty cane ont and ng ne hy name exelaimed that he was glad 


to see “ono Of hisold friende” again, aud conducted wig to the tent where we sal ona 


eatper onthe edge of the raised floor’ of the tout. 

Aftge the exclinge of teusual compliments His Majesty enqnived about the 
situation ji Khusistan. Dbogan e-stating that the provines was quiel at the moine! 
and thit)as far is the Auglo-Porsiin Oil Company: was coneeried everything wa 
working very-smootbly; that the present Governor-Generl, a man of mild tempers 
mont, was dealing tactfully and leniently with the people, and that Sarbaug Mustafa 

i, who had been olficer commanding troops in Southern Kluwzistay for over a year 

‘appeared to be handling the Atab tribes of Khuaistan successfully. anc was a 
young officer, I was in some doubt low best to explain that there was n considerable 
amount of discontent under the surface, owing mainly to the enforcement of the 
paymiont Of taxes and to exictions by junior militury officers, and. that the Arabs, who 
wore still'armed, might at guy anon a canse trouble, His Majesty, however 
gave me my openiug hy remarking that to, hear that the siltation w 
‘outwardly caln, hut bi understood that tle new system of taxation was bud to 
the Arabs, whore wiccustomed wo pay taxes regularly, wud thu, from this point of 
view. tho situation was not satisfactory. T contirmed the reported existeuce of 

‘able dixcoutont 

His Maj then stated that lie hind recently Hegun to realise that the tribal 
population of Persia had not, as fad been reported to him from time to time, L 
thoroughly disnriued; that during. his recent absence ix Khorasan indications we 
not lacking of w general state of unrest in the country and.) appearance of 
number of siall robber bands. in various provinces toyeth 
‘of unrest liad aroused! in his wniad the suspicion that coriain dissatish nts jit 
the country were only awaiting a fayonrable moment to cause serious embarrassmeut 
tothe Goverament, "His Majesty spoke us if the recent disturbances in A. 


187 


Khorasan had come as an unpleasant surprise, aud lie «ill not attempt to conceal the 
fact that the internal condition of Persia to-day is causing him some anxiety. He 
added that he believed the Bakhtiaris and te Arabs in Khusistan liad: not been 
operly disarmed, At this point His Majesty turned towards me with a laugh and 
id “I hope that you will not let any! body like Salar-ed-Dowleh come to Khuzistan.” 
In my reply I expressed surprise that Salar-ed-Dowleh’s arrival in Kurdistan should he 
attributed to us in any respect, and added that at least His Majesty did not, 1 was sure, 
believe such impossible stories. 
1. His Majesty spoke at some length on the subject of Salared-Dowleh 
effect of his incursion into Per territory on Anglo-Persian relations, He 
that overybbody who visited him assured hiin that Silar-ed-Dowlch could not possibly 
cross Iraq, territory without the knowledge of the British officials in that, country’; 
that whatever his own opinion might be, Persians as « whole convinced that the 
Salay's uiovements were known to our officials and incalculable harm had beon done 
to Anglo Persian relations, in the mind of the Persian publ 
‘ocenrrence, which had furnished cur enemies with an exceedingly offective propa 
weapon. ‘The Russians were sparing no effort to turn this incident to their advantage, 
by instilling into the Persian mind the poison of suspicion of British motives, Mis 
Majesty had alwayk realised that Russian professions of friendship 
Cloak to hide their designs against the welfare of Persia, and it was most regrottable 
that the good relations between Ungland and Persia, which were essential for the 
welfare of Persia, should suffer so unnecessarily, T pointed out to His Majesty that 
annerous occasions on which we had given proof of our friendly attitude towards. 
at we could not possibly bo involved in any siich 


Jicr_ statement regarding the suspicions 
had arisen in his mind coneorning the attitude of the tribes and the extent to 
which they ha Histrmed, 1 informed His Majesty that Thad just travelled 
through Bakhtia od froely with the tribesmen am well as the Khans and 
could jesty: as faras 1 was able to ascertain, the Bakhtiari tribesmen 
had undoubtedly ly disarined ; that tho only rifles Uhad seen in Bakhtiari 
were some of tho 200 rifles which had heon issued to the Khaws by the Government for 
the roa guards; and thav in fact the Khans themselves hid ng arued retainers and 
would he unable to protect their houses and property in Chahur Mahal if the brigunds, 
ho were robbing in the nishood of Isfahuin should attack them, 1 added that 
Sardar Zafar kh ly xty Baklitivri cowars to Fereidlun to co-operate 
with some Persian troops sent out from Isfalan against these brigands, and that when 1 
nd asked the Ik «ds t0 accompany my earavan froin Chalhar Mahal to 
Tafalian he had only: been able to supply wo Vinen. Tassured His Majesty: 
that, ws far as the Bakhtiaris were concerned, he need have no joty either with 
regard to the sumber of arms they suill possessed or their attivude towards. the 
Conta ament: that de Bakhtiaxi Khans wore not in a position to eanse serio 
mif they wished to-do so. With regard to the Arab tribes in Khuzistun 
+ I stated that my information was to tho elect thav they wero Still’ armed 
His Majesty appeared interested in my account of tho Bakhtiaris, and agreed 
parison with other tribes, they liad surrendered theit rifles swith ec 
mptitude, He was of the opinion however that a considerable quantity 
still iu Ue possession of othor tribes and ho know that the Attbs ih 
Khuzistan had uot been disarmed. He also hi to explain that previv 
statement with regaril to the attitude of those tribes referred to the tendency: towards 
‘general te of disorder rather than serious rising against the Central 
Goverment. 
Tthen reminded His Majesty of the projects which hie hind formerly hind in 
‘mind for the development of Khnzistan and the opening of the Kliorremabad roud 
and remarked that it was a pity that nothing had yet been done in Khuzistan aud not 
very much on the Khorremabad road, His Majesty roplied that it was. still the 
intention of the Government to jinprove conditions in that part of Persia. He himself 
uring. his visit to Khuzistan had realisod that the construction of roads, irrigation 
works and the development of the port of Moliamiuoral would inaugurate a new ox 
Gf prosperity for South-West Persia, He had seen numerous traces of former 
cultivation on a large scale in Khuzistan and realised that cotton, sugar cane, Xe., 
could be grown there; he had visited the old Shushtar dam. He regretted however 
that the machinery of the Goverument was 90 slow and that endless. delay: seemed 
vitable before any development schemes could pass through the various nectssary 
(15791) M 
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fiicial channels; the Government departments undoubteilly wanted reorganisation < 
he himself had withdrawn from such sjork; and it seemed impossible to obtain 
ciency and despatch in auy of the Government departments. With regard to the 
orremabad road, however, he understood that the track had been made passable for 
niotor cars between Burujitd aud Khorremabad and that it would not be extremely 
difficult to make a motor road from Khorremabad to Dizful, not vid the usual caravan 
rolite-over the Kialan Pass, but vid ihe nev alignment which follows the course of 
river and is rather longer tian the cartvan route, Ithad been the intention 
jnilitary authorities to disarm the Lur tribes and to deprive them of their tents and 
‘nike them settle in houses and become agricultarists, This was still the policy of 
the Goverment in Turistan, and the road would never be quite safe until the Lurs 
ibandoned their nomadic existence ; it was a policy however which could only very 
lly be pat into exeentio 
‘nally; His Majesty: referred to the Sheikh of Mohammerab and ren 
that he did iol think the Sheikh disliked living in Tehran, provided his affairs 
Tio settled, fn his opinion it as not in the interests vither of the sheikh or of the 
Government that he should return to Nhuzistan at present, and. His Majesty felt 
cortaity that lis allnirs wonld soon be settled. He had spoken to the sheikh: recently 
im i ions regarding the action he should take in this matter. I 
juformed His Majesty thavL had mot the sheik since my-arrival in Tehran and trust 
hat he would not bo Kept waiting much longer a8 he was literal) 
tinbarrassment and had reached the: end of his resources: His Majesty 
Was in) constant touch with the sheikh for whom he was wallysorry and he was 
that his affairs must soon be settled, 

9. Tthen asked His Majesty whether lie had any command 10 make on my return 
to Bakhtiari and Khozistan, His Majesty expressed his gratitude, and stated that he 
Noped 1 sould continued to adliere to the policy of sincere friendship which Sir Perey 
Horainn has striven so lived to establish hetween our two countries: His Majesty spoke 
Avwomo Tongth about Sir Percy Loraing for whons he expresse 
hone policy in Persia he hid great ndiniratio 
how; asked aftar his health; spoke of tho: sorious illness which Lady 
Tair: and the ansiety with whieh he had avai of thie avroplane which 
to Lar to fetch Lady Loraine; and expressed sincore regret at Sir Perey 
Loratno’s departure from Persit. Ho referred to his last interview with Sir Pers 
fo tho mossage white His Britannie Majesty's Government had sent hinh after Sir 
iirrival in London Ho hoped that sch good rolations would eto be 
fiowwwoon Great Heitain and Porsiae THis Majesty: then « 
would return, aud When Estated that E thought he woul 
ino Tis Majesty asked whether ig really was coming, b 
when T ropeated:thait as fir as) knowhe would return in the 
took: my lore, 

10, ‘Phe audience had tasted about an hour. Thad Hot see His Majesty for one 

when he hud not yet ascended: the throne 


unl 


‘nudionce ho called for hisovercost, which he pat round his shoullere, remarking that 
Iie had to be careful of big health at Siadatad, He added that he was obliged now t0 
take a good deal of exerciso in order to keep well and to avoid becouting lethargic. 
He now drove out into the country a good deal by motor aud he found the movement 
lid him good, 

11, His Majesty was extremely friendly in his manner and 1 was surpriged at the 
total absence of formality, His manner was unaffected. 
dlotail embarrassing questions such as the affa 
formerly he hail been equally skilful im glossin 
jio differeiice in his present attitude, 

12, His Majesty appeared! to be genuinely worried by the present situation in 
Persia, aud the impression J obtained at the interview was that he was at a loss how to 
deal with the political difficulties which were arising. He himself admitted that he 
had withdraven to. great extent from active participation in Tifelt that he is 
<Jebating within himself whether he should intervene more actively in future. 


R, G. MONYPES 
September 9, 1926, 
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[B 5541/95/34) No. 113. 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received September 28.) 


Tehran, September 10, 1926, 
AVE the honour to transinit herewith copy of Tutellizence Summary No, 18 
for the period ended the 4th instant, compiled by the military attaché to this Lexation. 
T have, ke. 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enclosure in No. 1 


Intelligence Summary No. 18 for the Period yniding September 4, 19: 
(Secret.) 


fective steps have yet been taken by the military authorities to. suppress 
the brigands in the Jaugal, who have successfully evaded the hall-hearted attempts 
made to round them up and continue to pillage the villages of the Fumon district, 

2 Lavitsky, Soviet consil at Resht, has gona to Moscow on Teave, Sitchev, 
consul at Pahlavi, has taken charge at Reshit, 


Azerbaijan. 
‘he inajority of the Mangur Kunts (a sub-tribe of the Multi), Ioeated around 
Sin} Bulagh, have decided to support Government against the Pizhdar, 
“4. [vis reported that emissaries were secretly sent by the rebel Pizhdar leaders 
agraphi 21 of Summa nko to ask for his assistance, —Simfo's 
is aot known, but he has made no move indicating any sympathy with then 
5 illage tieat Salmas to moot the General Officer Commanding 
orth-Weatern Division during the latter's recent tour of the frontier, He subse- 
(quently told’ His Majesty's consul that he lind found Simko's attitude quite satisfactory, 
6, The General Olficer, ar Hussein Aqa, who was sont to Averbaijan 
vestigate the er F the Salinas mutiny, has informed His Majesty's 
consul that be hi zh evidence to show that it was part of x widespread Russian 
plot which had “ar Te was alnost inevitable that this finding would he the 
of the Persian investigations, but it is very doubtful/whotlier there is nny 
to support it ‘s 
7, The General Olfiowr Commanding. the North-Western Division stated to His 
Majesty's consul at Tabriz; that Bolahevile propayansta, diteoted from Astara, Had begun 
shsevan tribes, though nov tian extont that caused him any serious 
anxiety. : 
&. It is reported that, owing to his disgust at its failure to get any of its 
candidates for Parliament olected, the Soviet consul has refused to pay further subsidiey 
to the Tabriz * Demoorat” part 


Telivan. 

9, Parliament: has, after -aiven vote of confidence to the Prine 
Minister, Mustauficul-Mainalek, ‘They haw cr, given hiny ws understand that this 
iloes not apply to his Cul ‘constituted, so Ministers t yet been 
presented to Parliament ntly does: not wish to disiniss nny? 
his colleagues, and he has several ti resignation to the Shab, without 
yetting it accepted, 5 Rae 

10, ‘The total number of troops despatched from Tehran to Kurdistin, including 
those mentioned in paragraph 12 of Summary No. 17, up to the dth September ts 
pproxiinately: 

3 batteries field artillery (4 guns eacli). 
2 batteries pack artillery (4 guns each). 
780 cavalry. 
2,000 infantry, 
aeroplanes, 
[15791] 
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11, The General Officer Commanding the Central Division, Sartip Morteza Khan 
(see paragraph 11 of Summary No, 15), the Shah's most trusted military adviser, 
espiitchied to Kurdistan to report on the situation on the 27th August, and retu 
to Tehran on the 2nd September, 

12, It is confidentially reported that the War Office hus decided to recall all 
Persia’ military atichés abroad. These are at Mosoow, Pars, Bein, London aad 
Kabul, 

19, It is announced iu the press that the Persian Government has decided to 
Acre twelve patrol bouts for the prevention of smuggling on the shores of the Caspian 
sand the Persian Gulf, Krom other sourees it is reported that instructions have beet 


kent to the Persian military attaché in Berlin to make enquiries regarding the price of 


snitable boats, 

14, Jan Mohamed, the 6x-Goneral Officer Commanding the Eastern Division, lias 
bon released from imprisonment, He has been dismisses froin the army, and it is 
believed thit he has heen forced to disgorge considerable sums of mone 


Kurdistan, 


15, A catofulicensorship and the maintensnce off strict secrecy by the military 
uthorities is preventing: th of any reliable information regarding operations 
Higuingt the rabul Kole Snel im dofuitely in tho oextpation of Woverninent forces, 
and it isnot oven being threatened; aud it appears that no notable success lias yet 
hoon scored by. the Bale. Man GRerie Me Bagdad on the Grd September was 
to the effect that Sular-ed-Dowleh and Jaafar Sultan's forces were retiring towards 
Nauisuid, and this is partially confirmed by information from Kermanshal that the rebels 
‘yore quarreling among themselves, and were disper 

Th the Satdasht-Bunieh area also. the rebel offensive seems to have di 

's consul at Tabriz. reported on the dist A 

Feoccupied by Covi 

16, An horophane returning from a recon of insurrection 

hed neat Kerminshah and was complotely destroyed, ‘The Russian pilot and 

i obsorvor were not seriously fut 


‘the irs and vans) is now possible 
batwvoon Abwvaz and woh a track has been made 


ue anid 
ih paragraph 26 of Sun ppressed, 
‘und! new bands are appearing. Travell in, have on the 
Shinaz-Bushiie road, usually in the yieinity of Kazerun, e outlaw in 
Mamasenai, who has defied the authorities for the past i 


Haluchiistan Sayhail, 


19, With the return of Dost Mohamed co Bamnpur, the dispersal of his: men 
the reoooupation of Khivash by forty Persian camelry, the Sarhad has resumed, more or 
Jes, its normal aspect, 
‘he General Uilicer Commauding the Easteru Division is proceedings to Dazdap to 
snake litmself personally acquainted with the local situation. 
W, A. K. FRASER, Major, L.A., 
Military Attaché. 





|B 5642/92/34) No. (14, 


Mr, Nicolson to Sir: Austen Chamberlain —(Ieceived September 28.) 

(No. 458.) 

Sir, Gulhek, September 8, 1926, 
1 HAVE the honour to report that, by a stroke of good fortune, two recent 

incidents which might well have embittered the relations between this Legation and 

the Persian Goverament have in fact contributed to prove to the present Cabinet ouy 

friendliness and good intentions. 


14 


Ina recent conversation between the acting oriental seeretary and the Ministe 
fur Foreign Afuirs the latter stated that uothing had convinced bim of our desire to 
assist Persia so much as the attitude adopted by this Legation in connection with the 
requisitioning of cars and the recent crisis in the sarlad. In the former instance, he 
said, this Legation had been the only one to realise the difficulties of the Persian 
Governinent atid to offer to assist them, provided only that the requisitions were carried 
cout in a legal manner, As regards the Sarliad, His Majesty's Chargé d’Attaires had, he 
remarked, been obliged to mike a communication which was in the nuture of an 
‘ldiniatum but tho Ministor had been much gratified by reouiving a visit from me tivo 
days later, in which T had warmly thanked hin for the measures taken by the Persian 
authorities and had ass that the crisis, owing to the friendly co-operation 
between the local Britis ersian officers, appeared to have been surmounted 
without incident, 
visit, of course, had been dictated solely by my desire to. prevent 
nalek from replying in writing to the communication whieh 1 hal made 
to him on receiving your telegram No, 117 of the 12th August, and which in your 
telegram he 1th August T had subsequently been instructed to suspend, 
i , profited by the occasion to emphasise in moving terms. the forbearance 
is Majesty's Government and the Government of India had shown in the 
nd the Foreign Minister now appears to have been more ratified by these 
explanitions than he was distressed at the incident by which they were necessitated 
4, A copy of this despatch is being seat to the Government of Tudia and to 
His Majesty's High Commissioner for Traq, 
Thhave, &e, 
HAROLD NICOLSON 





No, 115) 


Sip R. Hodgeon to Sir Austen Chamberlain, (Revived September 30), 


Moscom, September 30, 1926 
h No, 681 
able source that Pk i Minister of Court has heen condueti 

ititions for nonaguression treaty with Soviet Russia and, that draft has be 

wd and is ready for signature, “Model is Russo-Turkish Meaty of Decomb 
WH24, Signature is delayed until vising of Silav-od:Dowleh. is suppressed 
Commissary tor Foreign Afiairs, being convinced that this ising is i by 
Brituin, is keopiny matter of projected treaty very secret, anticipating that ib will 
ine regarded with disfayour by His Majesty's Government, whieh is likely to reply 
to it by fomenting further disaflection in Pe 





No. 16. 
Mr, Nicobon to Sir Austen Chambirlain.—(Recvired October 2: 


210) 
(Velegraphiv,) Tehran, October 2, 1926, 
SHAH his arrested several officers and civilians on the ground of a plot against 
his lite: is Haim, representative of Zionist organisation, Matter is 
alt with by secret police, and Minister of Justice is himself quite nay 
formulated. Shahi is in mood of insane and yindictive suspicion, and 
‘will probably be 
eat this will Inerease Shah's unpopularity, which is already intense, 
(Sent to India.) 
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[E 5638 /4756/24) No. 117. 
. Sir Rt. Hodgson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—( Received October 4.) 
(No. 81.) 





Moscow, September 21, 192. 
ed August, I have the honour 





WITH reference to my despatch No. 596 of the 
to report that, on receiving a telegram from Mr. Nicolson giving the circumstances of 
Salar-ed-Dowleh’s appearance in Persian Kurdistan, T called upon the Persian Chargé 
Affaires and explained matters to him, He at once broke into a long tirade, saying 
how dificult it was for him to maintain his mental equilibrium when he was having 
Stories of British intrigue constantly poured into his ears, aud assuring me that the 
days wore past when there were rival camps iu Persia—Auglophiles and Russophiles- 
always striving to got the better the one of the other and prepared to use any stratagem 
n order to gain their selfish ends: Persians to-day are animated by one thought only 
to achieve the prosperity. of their country and uphold it independently of alien 




















influonces. From all of which it was fairly’ clear that the Commiseariat for Foreign 


Affairs has of late been more assiduous than’ usual in its attentions to M. Nourzad, 


I reverted to the subject of the prolonged stay in Moscow of Timour ‘Tashe 
M. Nonraad gave it as. his opinion that neither’ the question of the Caspian fisheries 
nor that of the unified customs tariff could be settled in Moscow ; both would. have to 
be referred back to Tehran for further discussion before an understanding could be 
Teached. Aa to the Minister of the Court, ho was occupied exclusively with commercial 
questions, ‘Tho disputes with Russia last year and. in the early part of the present 
Year had done an immense amount of harm to the northern provinces of Persia, whoae 
sole market for their produce is. to be found in this conntry. As things are Persian 
sellors cannot got import licences and are forced either to abandon cultivation or to 
Tot their goods rot. Matters had come to an extromely critical state and somehow or 
other an dgreemont has got to be reached. ‘Timour Tashe is doing his best to arrange 
for the re-establishment of trade relations betwoon [tussia and Persi 
3. T-asked once more if any: political agreement between Russia and Persi: 

for instance, of anatnre similar to. that recently: concluded between Persia and 
Turkey—is in view. M.Nourzad assured mo that it is not, but then proceeded. to 
talk about the innocious character of sul agreements in a way which suggested thit 
his reply. did not perhaps convey the whole truth, Yet I shunld say that in the course 
of my: past relations with him | never lad reason to doubt his veracity —also. that 
enquiries 1 made in other quarters have not elicitod anything which would justify me 
in dishelioying him in the preset instance - 
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Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mr, Nicolson (Tehran), 
0. 4B) 
iy 





i Forsign Office, October 4. 1926. 
1 HAVE received your despatch No. 448 of the Sth September, enclosing a 
memorandum hy the Acting Oriental Secretary of His Majesty's Legation on the 
ownership and lease of land by foreign nationals in Per 
2 This memorandum gives w ibeful account of the neont practice in regard 
to cases coming before thie courts us a of the tenure of land and houses in 
Porsia. This summary of the rights acquired by treaty, however, Mr. ‘Trott bases 
Part at least of his argument upon the provisions of the ‘Treaty of Turkomanchat 
AS ls that instrument, T invite your attention to Mr. Ramsay MacDonald's 
despatch No, 92 of the 19th February, 1924, which explains that it is undesirable to 
base the British claim to extra-territorial rights in Persia upon the Treaty of ‘Turko: 
rds its abrogation is not clear 
’s Government are, apart from 
the Treaty of Turkomanchii, still on sufficiently strong ground in basing their claim 
to estra-torritorial rights upon the French treaty of 1859, the German treaty of 187 
‘and, more especially, upon custom and usage. 
3. ‘The custom and usage in cases arising out of the possession of landed 
property by British subjects is clearly explained in the second part of Mr. Trott's 
































manchai, owing to the fact that the position as reg 
In that despateh it was pointed out that His Maje 


























memorandum. Tt is that foreign subjects in Persia are entitled to possess iin ofice, 
house and warehouse. By the original treaties it seems doubtful whether they were 

itled 10 possess more than one of each of the above buildings, but in practice it is 
clear that they often do so. The custom and usage may therefore be held to include 
ownership of seyeral houses and business premises. On the other hand, fore 
subjects are not alloyed by Persian law and custom to own land apart. from olices, 
houses and warehouses. Ins rxist where they do own such land, but if 
arding the ownership of such land, the Persian Government 
not recognise the right of foreign Legations or consulates to support them, In 
other words, as F jesty’s Government cannot claim for British subjects the 
to own landed property other than offices, houses and warchonses, th 
strong position to claim on their behalf extra-territorial jurisdiction in dealing. w 
cases whi e out of the ownership of such landed property. Such eases would 
therefore be tried not in the Karguzani court but in the Adlich court. 





















































t they may not hin 
tlitnde which you propose to adopt if occasion 
ng out of the tenure by British snbjects of residences 
should be heard in the Karguzari court, wherens those con- 
corued with the lease, mortgage or tenure of all otfier properties should be referred 
10 the Adlieh should, however, avoid if possible any-written admission of the 
Night of the Adlich court to try such 








5. I therefor 
arises, namely. that 
aud business’ premises 














Tam, &o. 
AUSTED 








N CHAMBERLAIN 





No. 119, 


Wr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. (Recelead October &,) 





Tehran, October 5, V 
to Colonial Oni 
me to see me urgently last night, and st 
cived reliable information that Saliy-ed-Dowleh 
ad An agreement with a certain Mendoub Bey. 








it had 
he had 


that Persi 
ad been to 












He added that news had produced deplorable impression on the Shah, and undo 
favourable effect of communication authorised in your telegram No, 131 
That it was serious blow to Anglo-Persian relation 

L replied that although T could not guarantee that Salar might nov have evaded 








lance and visited Mosul, yet T could assure hin absolutely that it was without 
misance of British officials, 1 added that Mendoub was naine applied locally to 
zh Commissioner, which proved that story was fantastic, I promised, howeven, 
to enquire, High Commissioner's telegram reached me this morning before my 
telegram of enguiry had been despatched. 1 much appreciate his action in giving 
me this frank aud immediate warning, bntincident obviously places ns in extremely. 
false position. 
T beg tha 
























vy official 
nment to Persi ment. May Talso request 
timation on frontie derstanding, 
Senior Persian officer may at once be sent to Bagdad to concert with Eligh 
Commissioner stich measures as 1 ble Iraq, to render her neutrality. and 
friendship more effec : 

As am to have audience with Shah within next few days T should be glad of an 
carly reply. 

(Sent to Bagdad 


















No. 159.) 
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| E 5659/4756 /34 No. 120, 


High Commissioner for Iraq to the Secretary of State for the Colonies — 
(Communicated by Colonial Office October 5.) 


October 4, 1926. 
i SED to Tehran, No. 167, repeated to Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, No. 47! 
It is with regret that I have to report a very unfortunate incident connected 
with Dowleh, On the 21st September Major Bentinck, Officer Commani 
the first Iraq Infantry of the Traq army, who was in the neighbourhood of T 
with express instructions that if Salar crossed the frontier he was to arrest 
arranged 1 meeting with Salar and Jaffar Sultan at Tabilah, in Iraq territon 
had a long conversation with them, He states in explanation of this extraordinary 
action that he wished to be able to identify Salar for purposes of arrest and to 
ascertain his future movements, Mecting will inevitably be represented by Sa 
as a sign of official encouragement from the British Government and the Persi 
ment can hardly, to hear of it and draw the same conclusion. An 
expression of my grave displeasure has been conveyed to’ Major Bentinck through t 
Air Officer Conimanding. 





Wi Hoare to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Recoieod October’) 

(No. 121) 

(Peloxraphie,) Constantinople, October 6, 1 
TIRICISH press is producing detailed Bolshevik: press reports, which state 

tht Great Britain had a hand in plot against Shoh. Tewould be useful if Leatield 

nuterred to true facts, 





|B 6693/4756/34) No, 122 


High Commissioner for Ira to the Secretary, uf State for the Colonies. (Communicate 
‘by Coloniul=Offwes. Obtober 7) 
etober 6. 1924 
D to Secretary of State for the Colonie 70, sent to Tehran, No. 
iohriin telegrams to the Fivreisy Ol 
n) Government oficial, to prom 
fas representative of the British Govern 
varmienit has not recounised Tray Covernant 
HN carry anich weight with fag Government: I should have thoug 
njeonsitlszeneral at Bagdad, if adequately instructed and given full confidence of hi 
Tam always ready to see hin. 1 have si A the 
informed of circumstances of the meeting betwen Major 
d-Dowl 
T noedd not call attention to the faot tat we should he in stronger postion bal iny 
original warning that Salar intended to return to Persin been convey the Persian 
Government 





No, 135. 
Sir Austew Chamberlain to Mee. Nicolson (Cehiran) 


Faveiy) Office, October 7, 
YOUR telegram No, 217 of 5th October: Salar-ed-Dowleh 
T realise oni flect of this regrettable incident 
inform Persian Minister for Forergn Affairs officially of details, anda 
ke'such a ¥erious view of matter that they ha 
niotions for removal from his command of the offieerat fault, You may als 
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express the regret and displeasure of His Majesty’s Government (use of word *‘ apologies ” 
should be avoided), 

As regards visit to Bagdad of Persian official, you will now haye received Sir H 
Dobibs’s telegram No. 479 repeated direct to you No. 

If you think Persian consul-general has confidence of his Government you should 
support this propos i matter with Persian Government. If not, you should 
‘communicate further with Sir H, Dobbs, repeating to me, 





No, 124 


Mr. Nicolson (No. 160) 1 High Commissioner, Bagilad. (Repeated to Foreign Office: 
Received October 8.) 
219.) 


Tehran, October 8, 1926, 


al for your willing assistance tome in minimising the impression 
oreated 
T have now been authorised by Sveretary of State for Foreign Alfains to give full 
explanation to Per an Goverment accompanied by sun expression of reset, his 
to-d 
ands visit of Persian offitial T am instructed to consult further with you. ‘The 
object of my proposal was that the Shaly should realise for himself that the stories 
British assistance to the rebels are: without for iis purpose would only.) 
ed hy the desp; 1 muilitary:offieur in shone the Shali has complete person: 
lence, ment havo no confideniee in, the consul-generaly whose 
Feports have already heen shown to be unreliable, Tnatiy ease, the Shahi would! be quite 
surances fron a civilian 
that T may convey to His Majesty, whom Tam seeing on Sun 


iy an invitation, 
a8 from yourself, for the despatch of «high snilitary. officer, 





[E 5742/1194 /34) No 1 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Recvived Oetobor V1.) 


(No. 165.) 

“CCHAVEE: the tonoun’ to, Cenuaniil, herewith: eo 
Gover dated the 19th September, on the subject 
juaeds upon Mx, Semple ind certain drivers of the Anglo-Pe 


Telwan, September 19, 1926, 
my note to the Peistan 
tack by Persian road. 
1 Oil Company, 
ko, 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


Finclosure 1 in No, 125, 


Mr. Nicolson to Minister for Rornign Affuirs. 
M, le Ministre, 
IN sy note N 
to your Excell 
certain mem) 


gret to bring 
‘ i Amnieh on 
iglo-Persian Oil Company, In this. note T reserved the right 
uur Excellency so soon as I hal obtained full details of the ineiden 
These details when received were of wo grave a nature that 1 fel 
‘aud it is under their express instructions that 
leney as follows : 
2 Your Excellency will observe from t enclosed account furnished by Mr. Sempli 
Superintendent of transport of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, that. this assault 
Hot only: of an iogulting and a brutal nature, but was entitely unprovoked, Mv Semple 
is ong of Abe senior ofa of the com ny aud his testinony is corroborated by the 
0 h drivers who were also present.” Tfoar ther eau ba no doubt whatever 
his count of the incident is substantially correct ee 
(15791) 





8. Tn addition, Eregret that T must also protest against the attitude adopted by 
the officer commanding the Amuieh at Kermanshah, ‘The attention of Ali Reza Khan 
Shamshiri was at once called to the incident: by His Majes sul at Kermanshiah, 

urged hitn to take immediate steps both to investigate the incident and to cause 
fitting punishment to be executed and reparation to be made, ‘This officer, however, 
showed no willingness to meet the just demands of His Majesty's consul, and. his 
attitude was dilatory, unfriendly and obstructive, I understand that he has since been 
transfurred to the province of Khuzistan, but Iam quite unable to overlook his emduct 
and mnust demand redress, : 

4 Tam well aware that your Excellency and the Persian Government will deplore 
this incident, and L myself as well as the representatives of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company have already reeeived from several members of the Cabinet expressions of 
regret which I deeply appreciate, Tam unwilling for this reason. to demand from the 
Central Government’ soy ry com) damages 


































which have been cause: ‘obliged, sparation on 
which my Government will insist shill be tendered fully 
5. I have the honour therefore to inform your Excellency. that. the following 





represent the minimum conditions on the folfiluent of whicl His Majesty's Government 
will be propared to regard the incident as closed :— 





(1) The publio and 
ia ANA 
‘assisted him, 

1(2:) Such punishment of the Kedkhoda of Mabidasht as inay 
that such behaviour will not again be tolerajed by: the Persian Governm 

(8.) The dismissal from the Amnich of Ali Rezw Khan Shawshiri 

(4.) Au official visit of apology by the of Kermanshah to be 
tendered to His Majesty's eonsul i ropresentutives of the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company. 

(5,) Strict instructions to be issue to the A 
of any such incidents in the future, 





emplary punishinent on the scene of the outrage of the road: 


nd’any. other road-guards who may be proved to have: 








convince the villagers 
te 











command 





the jirescige 








nich such ns will prevent the repetition 





6.1 feel convinced thut your Excellency will recognise that these conditions are 
onable ind just, and that. vou will assist me in secur that this jucident is settled 
in such « manner as to confirm the relations of confidence and friendship which so 
Jappily: exist between ns, 








Taviil, &e, 
HAROLD NICOLSON 










Enclosure 2 in No, 12 





Mr. Soniple’e Account of the Ataek », 
of the Anglo-Pe 





cad-guarde upon himself and Drivers 
sia, Oil Company, 





ON the 28rd August Dleft Kerend at 9 A. with « convoy of four heavy: lorries, 
driven by British drivers MeMinn, Murdoch, Barber and Petter. About 2 vs, while 
Approaching Maidasht about 16 miles from Kermanshali, instructed the leading car, 
Murdoch's, to proceed to Maidasbt and wait there until I bad gone back to find the rest 
of the eonvoy, which had stopped about 4 niles buck for slight mechanical trouble, 

On procuecing to Maidasht with. the rest of the convoy, Murdoch informed me that 
there was apparently something wrong, as the road-guard had held him up and would 
not allow him to proceed. immediately asked the road-guard what the trouble was, 
‘and he iiformed me that a horse had been killed by our convoy when leaving Kerend, 
This is not correct, ag Tleft Kerend ten minutes after the convoy, aud there was no 
evidence of any animals having been killed. I therefore told the rond-quards 
who Twas and’ to whom the lorries belonged, and said that it operative that 
we get into Kermanshah in daylight, so would he telephone Keroud’s complaint to 
Kermanshab, where, if necessary, investigations could be made, To this he made uo 
roplyy and T left him and made towards the last car in the convoy. Before [ had 
aurived thore [heard Potter shout, and turned round in time to see Murdoch receive a 
tremendous blow on the face. Murdoch immediately retaliated, and in « couple of 
seconds there was a regular riot. T rushed back and, on seeing the second road-guard 
puta clip of cartridges in his rifle and load, Iwent rouud behind the leading lorry to 
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take him in the rear, As soon as I appeared the rond-quards, one of whom was 
dragging Murdoch along the ground by the hair while the other beat him ivith the butt 
is ritl, left Murdoch and concentrated on me, I was standing on a shop verandah 
the road-guard Ali Akbar, who committed the initial as-ault on Murdoch, tried 
his best to kick me on the privates, while beating me on the head with his hands and a 
short stick, and the other guard belaboured the backs of my legs with his rifle. ‘This 
went on fora bit and gradually the good offices of a shopkeeper and a Kurd got the 
iards to stop. Murdoch and I were then hustled along to the prison, Alt Akbar 
ting me continually with a stick and Khoda Kerim prodding Murdoch with his rifle 
We were then thrown into a room at the Aunieh headquarters, while the guards and 
several inhabitants reviled us, Potter and Barber, fearing furthor trouble in the prison, 
caine along aud were also thrown in with us. After a few minutes when everyone had 
calm dos, asked permission to telpone to Kermanahab, but wns red, 
We were arrested at 2-30 rst, and about 8:30 Twas allowed to send my ear to 
h provided it took in the guard Ali Akbar. I was not allowed to send a / 
chit which Tlind addressed to you, but was only ted to send a verbal message 
which was delivered to Mr, Bourne. About 4 vat, the remaining guard told us wo 
could go, but I declined, sa we would) wait there until someone ame from | 
Kermanshah to. release us; fer, managed to turn us out about 6:20 rat, by 
sending ina sweeper to water the floor and sweep out the room. However, we! took up 
ition outside the Amnich post and waited there until’ the arrival of Mr, Bourno 
with a letter for our release ; after that we started the convoy and left; Murdoch was 
too ill to drive, being taken into Kermanshah by Mr, Bourno: . 











































|W 9618 /223/98 | No. 126. 
Mr. Nicolson to Sin Austen Chamberlain.—(Received October 11.) 
No, 470) 
Sin, Gulhek, September 23, 1926. 
WITH reference to Sir P. Loraine’s despatch No, 143 of the 12th Match, 1 
have the honour to transmit to you herewith the accompanying copy of a note from 
the Minister for Foreign Affaits in which he asks me to convey to His Majesty's 
Government the thanks of the Imperial Government for the support given to Persiin's 
ature for a seat on the Council of the League of Nations. I feel assured that 
itude adopted by the British delegation at Geneva will have done more than 
to convince the Persian Government of the ity of our friendsh: 
nud T would venture to ¢ iy personal thanks for the assistan 
thereby rendered to His Dajost tion in thein disheartening task of removing 
the suspicions inherent in the Persian character 
2 I have observed sn increasing desire on the part of educated P to 
dequaint themselves more thoroughly with the composition and purposes of the 
League, and T have found them very ready to listen to such advice ay 1 have been 
able to give them on the subject. I had ‘occasion recently to suggest that Prince i 
Dowleh, their permanent representative at eva, did not appear to. me i 
grasped the principle that co-operation was more appreciated than 
obstruction, or to have realised that the interests and is country would 
be better served by helpful, by frivolous and 
irresponsible adyertiseme: mind doubtful wheth 
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ibinet of the day 


3. A notice has since appeared in the ‘‘ Gazette” that Prince Arfa-ed-Dowlehi 


tas been appointed to represent his country’s interests in Norway, Sweden and 
suman! 


4 














A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Government of India 
T have, &0. 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 
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ye 
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Enclosure in No. 126. 


Copy in Translation of a Note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs to His 
Majesty's Chargé a’A ffaires, dated Shahrivar 28, 1305 (September 20, 1926). 
M. le Chargé d'Affaires, 
ACCORDING to reports received from the delegates of the Imperial 
Goyernment at the League of Nations, when non-permanent seats were to be 
assigned to Asia, the British repres 





tatives on the Council of the League strongh 
supported the Persian Government in their vandidature for a seat on the Council 

On behalf of my Government and myself T beg to expre 
for the assistance thus rendered 

‘This excellent precedent, which can he regarded as an_assurance for the 
continuance and confirmation of the goodwill of His Majesty's Government, should, 
in the future, bring excellent results 

I therefore request you to be so good 
1 their representatives at the League of 





s the gratitude felt 

















5 to convey to the British Government 
Nations the gratitude of the Imperial 











Government for the assistance rendered 


Tayail, &e 
ALT KULT 





[E 6746/10/34) No. 127. 


Mi, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received October L1.) 
(No, 174.) 


i 





f ; September 
AS foreshadowed in my d f the 10th September last, the 
Cabinet was re-formed under M auti on the 18th September. ‘The 
to accept the leailership of a remodelle 
w of the interference: whieh the former Ministry 
Majesty the Shali, uld Mustaufi be unaware that the 
wl and his colleaguos upon wn unruly wud indignant Majlis would 
binet which was finally 
tion had been refused. for 





















expoww 
introduced to the Majlis, after the Prime 
the fourth time, was as follows :— 

Pr Minister Mirza Hassan Mustauti, 

Minister'for Foreiien Affairs Ali Kuli Khan Ansari 

(Mushaver-ul-Mamalek). 

Mirza Mahuiud Khan Alamit 
alta 
an Isfandiari 











Minister off Interior 








Minister of Finance 





Minister of War... 


Minister of Justiow Mirza Hassan Khan Vossuk 
















: (Vossuk-ed-Dowleh), 
Minister of Education, Mirza Ahmed Khan 
iter of Posts and ‘Telegraphis ... Mires Ahmed K 
ster of Public Works, “Mirza Mehdi 

Hidayet. 





2. It will be observed that the three changes made from the Cabi 

in oftee are; Mirza. Hassan’ Khan Vowuk takes the porifoly of dea 
Fhianse to Mirza Hassan Klan Isfandiari, and Mirza Mahinud Khan Alawir comes in 
‘is Minister of Interior, As I have already reported, it was the desire of Vossuk to 
resign his Cabinet post and to acquire as a pri lember that contact with his 
fellow Deputies which would prepare the way for his own assumption of the 
premiership. ‘The fact that he was forced by the presstire of the Shah to remain, in 
the present scapegoat Ministry suggests that His Majesty washes to diserit Voss, 
cof whom, L regret to record, lie is acutely and increasingly jealous, Isfandiari ting had 
Cabinet: experience on seyeral previous’ occasions, as Mobtashom-es-Sultanch, at the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs «nd that of Education; he accepted office as an old 
friend of the Prime Minister's, It is not anticipated that he will do much more 
than act as a figure head of w Ministry really controlled by Dr. Millspaugh, 
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Mirza Mahmud Khan Alamir, the new Minister of the Interior, is a kajar and the uncle. 
of the recently disgraced! General Officer Commanding, Meshed, Jan Mohammed Khan, 
Tee tha tila of Ttskalheoes|tanatyAlactc)in ebevedlioal Unducseeed ary pitts 
Foreign Office, as Persian Minister at Berlin, as President of the Majlis and (from 
1911 to about 1915) as Ambassador at Constantinople, He has not previously, held 
Cabinet, rank, and it appears unlikely that he will be allowed to do anything startling 
in a Ministry the officials of which are, in. the provinces, almost completely under the 
control of the military commanders, | ‘The Minister for War is still abroad, and) 
whether he returns or not, there is little doubt that all military administrative and 
executive power win with His Timperial Majesty, 

3. After being introduced to the Majlis on the 18th September and. securing on 
that occasion a yote of confidence, the full Cabinet attended the next sitting of the 
Assembly on Tnesday, the 2ist September, The agenda for discussion was the 
Prime Minister's programme, the chief’ features of which ware ay follows: mainten 
of friendly relations with all foreign Powers; encouragement of exportable products ; 
reonganisition of Finasice Ministry and foundation of an agricultural bank ; continuation 
of previous. poli improvement of postal services, and various 
measures of internal judicial refor 

4, ‘The discussion of the new programme was remarkable for a bitter and 
sustained attack by Dr, Musaddik (formerly Musaddikses-Sultanch, Minister for 

ix Mushir-ed-Dowleh in 1923), on Mitza Hassan Khan Voasuk and 
med Ali Khan Faruki. Dr, Musaddik violently criticised the latter on 
grounds: Farnki had sent an official comu on to the Russian 
tion informing them in some way that their capitulatory. privileges, absndoned 
the 1921 b returned to them, and, in the second. place, Faruki had 
|, while P ister, an official uote to the British Legation recognising the 
Persian Governuient’s debt, "Much capital was made out of these charges, and it is 
reported that some Members of the Majlis even shouted: “He ought to be hanged,” 
ut the major part of Dr, Musaddik's long speech concerned the record of Vossul, 
HG era ob E-Gka ie at to the British, of putting to 

Hh many. patriotic Persians and exiliug others, of taking « bribe of £180,000 to 
re the passage of the agreement and generally of being’ a corrupt, traitorous aud 
unrepentant tool of the British, 

5. Vossuk made a dignified statement in reply, in whieh he explained his pare in 

sotiations connected with the agreement and denied all the charges against hith, 
i tho courage to say that he had siguell tho ageeoment: bocauss fs thought iti 
the interests of his country and that he was still of that opinion, Sayyid Hassan Muda 
supported hin, and a stormy sitting of the Assombly caine to an ond without any. 
furcher result.” At the next session, however, on the 28rd bar, it was noticed 
that Dr. Musuddiie was not present, and on the whole it is fale’ that Vossuk's 
reputation aud popularity have not suffered, but indeed have een incroased, by. the 
failure of the attack upon bim. 
6. Underlying the veheinence of these personal accu sentment of 
obliged by a threat. of dissolution to wecept the Mustauti 


the Majlis at having. bee 
Cabitiet. ‘The Assembly is iow Solidly anti-Shab, and oven if an open conflict ean be 
ies will unite to reject or block every single 













































































































ayoided, it is to be foreseen that the: be 
proposal put to them by the present Cabinet, Tt is certain that were our debt 
agreement to be put before them in their present mood it would be repudiated by a 
large majority. 1 cannot con auxivty lest the more extreme Deputies, in their 
lesire to embarrass the Cabinet and to assert their own independence, may attempt 
to disinter questions which we regarded as settled, such as the agreement come to 
between the Persian Government and Imperial Airways, I do not desire, however, to 
anticipate difficulties which may uot eventuate, and it is in any ease some consolation 
toretioat tisk, however awusvatd may Ue for ud the recalottinnse and arrogestoeo!/ to, 
Vith Majlis, it is infinitely mors awkward for the Russians, but bebind it-all is. the 
mnajor danger that the co-operation we had hoped for between the Vith Majlis aud 
the Shah has proved another illusion and that the conflict which is likely to develop 
between them will have the most damaging and disintegrating effect upon the stability 
of this unfortunate and incompetent country. 

Copies of this despatch are being forwarded to the Government of India and to 
His Majesty's High Commissioner tor tray. 





































T have, é&o, 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 

















[E 8747/95/34) 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received October 11.) 
(No, 475.) 
ir, Tehran, September 25, 1926. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of Intelligence Summary No. 19 
for the period ending the 18th instant, compiled by the military attaché to this 


Legation. 
T have, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 


Enclosure in No, 128 


Intelligence Summary No. 19 for the Period ending September 18, 1926. 
(Secret.) 
Azerbaijan 


‘There is general anxiety in Azerbaijan regarding the Kurdish situation (see 
aragraph 16 below). Very few troops have been left in the towns of the province 
(nip ‘about 150 at: ‘Tabriz) owing to the hurried despatch of reinforcements to Sauj 
ulagh, Western Azerbaijan is apprehensive of an outbreak of Simko; and a panic 
was caused at Urumin by the evacuation of Persian officers’ families to Tabriz 
Simko has, however, not yet. made any hostile move 

2. ‘Three hundred Shahsevan tribesmen have been sent to Sanj Bulagh to 
support Government troops against the Kurds, ‘They are to receive arms on arrival 
al Sau Bulagh, 

3. His Majesty's consul at Tabriz states that the general anxiety has let loose 
a remarkable amiount of ill-feeling against the Pahlavi rég 


protracted political intrigues Mustauficul Mamalik was 
freedom by the Parliament to form his Cabinet as he wished. He has introduced 
his former Cabinet with the following chai Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh is Minister 
of Finance, Yossuk:ed-Dowleh taking the portfolio of Justice, and Ehtesham-es 
Sultaneh becomes Minister for the Interior. 

5. A 
rediching the Shah, and have disturbed and annoyed him to outbursts of fury against 
the chief of the police and senior inilitary officers, He seems to believe that they are 
the Work of a revolutionary organisation consisting principally of disaffected officer: 

the army. While there is no donbt that the number of discontented officers is 
largo, it is doubtful whether they have pread organisation, Bat it 
‘appears that thore has been some plotting, since a young officer, hearing that one of 
his comrades hud been arrested, and that he also was to have the same 
immediately shot himself 

6, Sartip Karajullah Khan, until recently Chief of Staff of the Western 
Division, has been appointed Director of Consoriptio 

7. An ueroplane of the Persian Air Korce flying to Azerbaijan on the 7th 
September crashed near Kazvin sand was brought back fo ‘Tehran by lorry 

8. Tris reported that tho terms of the Junkers contract have at last been agreed 
upon by the Ministries of War and Posts and Telegraphs and the company’s 

itatives 


fixes in detail. the mutual res he cs and the Ministries 
concerned. It has now to be submitted to the Council of Ministers for approval 
but it is understood that further reference to Parliament is as the 
miodificntions do, not affect the main lines of the contract. 

9, Fourteen Persian students have been sent to. Europe (France and Belgium) 
to study engineering, specialising in road construction. Nine of these have sume 
practical experience in the maintenance of roads in Persia. 

W. Lieutenant Challe, the French pilot who made the record flight from Paris 
to Buniler Abbas, arcived in Tehran on his return journey on the Sth September, 
and left for Bagdad an the 10th, 


11. It is reported that Mr. W. B. Ploland, an American engineer of consider- 
able experience, has been engaged by the Persian Government to carry out: the 
preliminary survey for railways. 


Isfahan. 


12,_A band of brigands, about 150 strong, under Ismail Khan Zaleki, has 
appeared in the Feraidan district, and a force of 250 men has been despatched from 
Isfahan to deal with them, 
Fars. 

13. It has been officially announced in Shiraz that the road from Shiraz, to Lar 
(80 miles north by west of Lingeh) is now open for motor traffic, 

Td, The masts of the wireless telegraphy station in Shiraz were erected on the 
7th August, 

15, His Majesty's consul at Shiraz reports an increasing deterioration in the 
sitvation as regards the security of the roads, 

hhe following bands are out marauding :— 


Mir Ghulam Boir Ahmadi: between Kubguli, Baiza and Mam 
Masum Ali: east of Kazerun, 

Ayyaz Shaibani« round Famur 

Mehdi Surkhi: Siakh district, 

Abbas Kaus: north-west of Daliki 


Kurdestan, 
16, 

Withit 
the toy 


bad surrendered. 
Tt is reported in ‘Tabriz that the casnalties in Government forces excoed 200, 
‘Tho Kurds have advanced to the outskirts of Sauj Bulagh, 
17. Rumours are universally current that the troops are. showing a poor 
g spirit, Censorship is 0 strict that accurate information regarding, the 
is unobtainable, but news has leaked through of a small disaster, that 
occurred near Rawansar about a month ago, when a force of about 200 Persian troops 
was surrounded by Jaafar Sultan's tribe and forced to surrender. ‘The prisoners 
were subsequently released and were told to say that the Kurds had no quarrel with 
the Persian army and to ask their comrades why they should fight for a jsroom when 
they might fight for a prince 
18. Tt appears at present that no active operations are in progress on the front 
from Senneh to Rawansar, and that Government, is waiting until the dissensiong 
they are endeavouring to have weakened the Kurds, Even in. Kermanshah 
very little interest is now shown inthe reblion, which is thore regarded ns having 
ied 


Kermanshah 
19. Tn the absence of the troops on the Kurdish front a considerable anti- 
dlynastic feeling has become evident in Kermanshah, 
We ANKEY , Major, 1. 
Military ¢ 
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Mr. Hoare to Sir Austen Chamberlain. (Received October 11.) 
No. 585. Confidential.) 
Sir, Constantinople, October 6, 1926. 

T HAVE just had a visit from Dr, Marzeban, who is the member of hia staf! i 
whom the Persian Ambassador places most relinice, 

2, He had apparently two principal purposes in view: to inform me that the 
Amninoredor had tlographed hie sexignetion® as you aro ayate,/he haw been bigtly 





1b 


dissatistied with his Government fora long time, and the Tast straw has been a direct 
order from the Shah that he is to accept as counsellor of his Embassy a gentlenian 
who has recently been Persian consul at Baku. 1 was given to understand that it was 
this Russian connection as much as anything else which aroused Taba Tabai’s resistance 
to the appointment. He had offered to stay on another month. 

3, Dr. Marzeban also wished to talk about Anglo-Russo-Persian relations, He 
said, on the basis of information brought by the military attaché, who had just returned 
from Tehran, that the Shai was inclining towards the Russians, who had apparently 
managed to induce him to believe absurd though it was—that we had had « hand in the 
reownit troubles, Ax this is also Mr. Nicolaon’s impression (see his despatch No. 419 of 
the 29rd August) it appears probable that the Russians will endeavour to exploit. this 
initial success in Turkey and elsewhere, and T therefore hope that you will be prepared 
to entertain the suggestion contained in 1ny telegram No, 121 (which was despatched 
before Tsay my Persian colleague) that uke wireless press should issue  counter-blast. 

4, After a reference by Dr. Marzeban to the growing discontent in Persia, the 
conversation turned on the atrangle-hold which the Russians are endeavouring to 
establish in Northern Persia, Details on this subject wre contained in Mr. Nicolson's 
despatch No, 452, 

5. Wht follows may be pure nonsense, but I pass it on because Dr, Marzeban 
was evidently in earnest about it. 

6. He explained that fundamentally (this seems improbable) the Russian is as 
much bound to buy rice from Northern Persia as Northera Persia is bound to sell rice 
to Russia, but the strength of the Russian position is that tho sunall Persian producer 
inst ell ip produce proiuptly sr stacy. Ho but! biniselt bson Viee-Govomnor of Real 
‘sad had gone into the question, and he believed that 
could buy up, and if need bo hold against the Russ 
relieyeithy situation, He fidled to intereat his superiors in the sche 

7. [am sending » copy of this despatch to His Majesty’ 
ab eliran, 

Thave, be 


R. H. HOARE. 





(E 5764/4766 /34) No. 130. 


Migh Commissioner for Iraq to the Seoretury of State for the Colonies. —(Rece 
Foreign Office, Ostober 12.) 

grape.) October 9, 1926. 

ADDRI Repeated (o Colonial Oltice, No, 483 

1 conour in peoposal that high ailitiey. eilicer invited to. Ba 

rence of Triq Prime Minister snd Rogent bas T wonitd sug 
however, thac if opportunity offers you should indieate that as Tray fis not yet heen rec 
ised by Persia, Persian officer shonld not expect offical recoxnition of reeeption by Tray 
Government, 

‘The above rofers to your telegram No, 160 of Sth Ootober and your tsloxtear No, 219 
to Foreign Ofice 





No, 131 


Mr. Nicolson (No. 168) to High Commissioner, Bagdad —(Repuated to Foreign 
Office; Received October 12.) : 
(No, 220,) 
(Telewiaphic.) Tehran, October 11, 1926 
FOUR telegram No. 1 
I yesterday conimunicated proposal to Shah, emphasising that in the pr 
roumnstances such a visit could only be unofficial, _ His Majesty was grati 
fier, and I think your gesture will diminish his suspicions, What séeme 
him, however, was his ignorance of actual position on Traq frontier immedi 
“Opposite area of disturhaitee 
He stated, for instance, that what he would really like was permission to send 
int officer ot to Baydad but t Halabja. He evidently thinks mission to Bagdad 
would do little xood and might be interpreted is recownitions T evaded his question. 


158 


not knowing whether such an extended mission would be convenient. May 1 inform 
Shah that you agree? I must warn you that in his present mood he may suddenly 
change and refuse invitation. But if he does so we shall have placed him in the 

wrong t 
What 1 should like would be for this visit to comeide with new Minister's 

ssage through Bagdad. 

Military attaché could accompan selected to Bagdad and 
introduce him: he could then remain and assist Mr. Clive in discussing whole position 
1&1 feel it would be of immense benefit to latter to discuss with you 
problem which he will find seems incessantly. troublesome 





E 6012/1293 /34 No? 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received October 26.) 


(No. 484.) 
Gullick, October 5, 1926 
my despatch No, 410 of the Lith August I had the honour to bring to your 
the criticisms which we 1g directed against the American 
ion. ‘These criticisins have led Dr. Millspaugh to evolve an ambitious 
scheme for an agricultural and industrial bank, In view of the fact that this bank is 
likely to lead to considerable controversy in the future, 1 sked the acting 
Secretary in charge of commercial affairs to obtain the views of the chief manager 
‘of the fmperial Bank of Persia and to furnish me with a memorandum for your 
information, This memorandum is nov euclo x 
Copies of this despatch and of its enclosure are being sent to the Foreign 
Secretary to the Gov nent of India, His Majesty's High Commissioner for Traq 
\d to the Department of Overseas Trade 
Thave, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enclosure in No, 132 


Memorandum by the Acting Secretary in charge of Commercial A fairs on 
Dr, Millspaugh's projected Agricultural and Industrial Bank, 


THE main criticism which is being made against the American Financial 
Mission is that they have failed in any way to develop the economie resources of the 
count It is undoubtedly t that Persia is not one whit the richer now than 
She was at the time of Dr, Millspaugh’s arrival; indeed, she can be said to be actually 
the poorer, and if this impoverishment is due in a large measure to such unforeseen 
occurrences as bad haryests, political unrest and the action of an unfriendly 
neighbour, the fact remains that the policy of the American advisers has not been 

ich as to help Persia tide over thie very acute political and economic crisis through 
which she is at present passing. 

2 ‘The present memorandum deals with the purely economic aspect of the 
question, and in particular with Dr, Millspaugh’s attempts to improve the economic 
situation, He would be the first to admit that the Russian factor is the determining 
one, and that it m remain s0 as long as Persia has no other market for the enormous 
proport ‘of her total exports that normally find their outlet in Russia, 01 

ternatively, as long as Russia either refuses to buy Persian produce for poli 

Teasons or does not choose to bny on economic grounds. ‘The Russian embargo is hut 
the symbol of either or both these impulses, and Dr. Millspangh, where it is concerned, 
can do little else than encourage the Persian Government to maintain th 

dignified attitude of ie ssive resistance, There is, however, a great deal that could 
be dore in a multitude of ways to mitigate the effects of Russia's forceful economic 
yolioy towards Persia: the country might be made more self-supporting; South 
Ponies exports might be inereased to a large extent; the mineral resources of the 
country might be tapped, &c. 

3. Dr. Millspaugh appears to have awoken to the fact that the present economic 
situation of Pers ills for action on his part. He has, perhaps, come to realixe 
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that Persians are, not unnaturally, looking askance at a financial administrator 
who allows a poor country to indulge in the luxury of unemployed money, For such 
is the remarkable position here to-day. ‘The sugar and tea monopoly or railway fund 
contains nearly 6 million tomans, only a portion of which lies on fixed deposit with 
the Imperial Bank of Persia, earning 4 per cent. only—which interest, it should be 
noted, represents a dead loss to the bank, owing to the fact that the lack of security 
prechides the employment of the capital sum. A million tomans,collected on account 
of the road tax, also lies idle in Tehran, Asa consequence of this hoarding of liquid 
resources the tightness of money is extremely critical, the trading capital of the 
country is rapidly being taken from merchants to swell the Government accounts 
with the State Bank, and it is anticipated that at this rate the mervantile community 
‘will possess in a year no appreciable capital to turn over, ‘The merchants of Mestied 
are already complaining that they cannot pay the taxes on the sugar and other 
vomnmodities they import from Russia, cases these woods have heen foisted 
on the Persian exporter in exchange for produce sold, and it often happens that the 
merchant fails to find a market for these imports, ‘The Russian policy of barter 
results thereby in the tying up of eapital and the accentuation of the shortage of 
cash, 

Dp, Millspaugh, imagines that a sound remedy or at least a palliative for 
the present stagnation lies in the creation of an agricultural and industrial bank 
He has submitted his project’ to the Council of Ministers, and it is understood tha 
a Bill incorporating it will be laid before the Majlis in the near future. According 
to press reports the capital of the bank will he composed of the sugar and tea 
tmonopoly fund money, to which will be added the sums realised on the sale of the 
Crown domains and Crown jewels. ‘The bank will lend money for agricultural 
inprovements, the inception and maintenance of industries, and the construction of 
publi¢: works other than roads and railways. It will have as a filiale a paywnbroking 
establishment, which will horrow from the Civil Service Pension Fund at 4 per cent,, 
and lend, to the extent of 50 per cent. of the value of the pledge accepted, ata rate 
not exceeding 12 percent. ‘The main difficulty is due to the necessity that will arise, 
once the preliminary surveys have heen completed (a year only is being allowed for 
this work), to make the sugar and tea monopoly fund immediately: available for 
railway construction as stipulated in the law of & th May, 1925, Dr, Millspaugh 

i get over this dilliculty by using this fund to ® guarantee” (sie) the 

new bank, He has, in eonyersation, allowed i to he inferred that the 

to start building railiyays, would haye created 

4 permanent capital for itself ont of the enormons profits it would have aecumulated 

inv the meanwhile, Tet us see whether there is any warrant for this anbounded 
optimism. 

5. ‘The principle on which logns for agrivnitural improvements will be made 
has not yet been divulged, i¢., whether bills, mortage, or stmply notes of hand with 
‘one or tivo sureties will be accepted as security, or whether loans will be guaranteed 
by w share of the increased value or retwen of the laud after the improvements have 
been carried ont, There are two points that should be borne in mind, It would 
he futile, in the first place, to count on the morality of the debtor in-a country stich 

ersin, where both personal and commercial integrity ison a yery low plane. 
ndly, there is now no market for land, and that in spite of, and to some extent 
owing to, the fact that the Persian from times immemorial has ‘invested his capi: 
inestate, ‘The discontinuance of this practice is due primarily to the shor 
tioney which, as described: above, has become chronic; other catises are the Russian 
embargo, bad harvests and requisitioning of stocks at unremuneratiye rates, taxation 
and political unrest. Such scant money as exists is usually in the hands of the 
military, and is being invested in house property owing to the shortage of houses 
und high rents, comparative security and a far greater freedom from taxation 
Were a mortgager of real estate to default, therefore the mortgagee would stand 
little chanice of recovering his advance plug interest, ‘The Imperial Bank of Persia 
has learnt this lesson to its cost and now refuses to make loans.on mortgage. Dashti, 
the editor of the “ Shafaghi Serkh,"’ in a comment on the advisability of establishing 
an Agricultural Bank at this juncture, asked ywith some appositeness : “ Will-mon 
Tent to Persians ever return to the bank! The debtor will assuredly evade fh 
obligations, Wlio will then purchase the property hypothevated when nobody 
possesses the wherewithal to buy?" (Foreigners, of course, are precluded from 
purchasing land in Persia.) And even if Persian morality were other than it is and 
a market did oxist for estate in land, Dr, Millspangh should be, but is apparently 


not, aware of the Jack of a competent and reliable stafl for his agricultural bank, 
unless more experts are to be imported from America at high salaries. It may be 
sted here that itis one of the fallacies of the advisers, handicapped as they are by 
their ignorance of the language and the people, to put their trust in smooth-tongued, 
nglish-speaking officials, who are apt to be totally unworthy of so blind a vonfidence. 
6. Neither would the bank be any the more fortunate as a lender to would-be 
Versian industrialists. Persians lack: the technical skill aud capacity for organisa 
tion required to run an industry on selentific and economie ‘Dhey will only 
admit foreign participation if they are to be allowed to lose the foreign capitalists! 
well as their own; they havea childish faith in their own qualifications and 
use to recognise the need for introducing foreign experts. Moreover, there is the 
anger that the goods manufactured, if they compete with Russian imports, will Le 
underent by the latter and driven off the market. This is the present fute of the 
match factory recently built in ‘Tabriz, at much expense. ‘The eotton spinning and 
weaving mill at Isfahan has also proved a teak (financial) fiaseo, and serves to: 
demonstrate the risk which any bank must take if it chooses to make:a loan to an 
industrial concern in i Persian hand 
7. One is unayoidably sorrowfully 1éd\ to the conclusion that 
Dr, Millspaugh's banki wise doomed to failure, vis, perhaps, yet 
sadder to realize that the Administ al of the Finances, atter his t 
Yeats’ experience of things Persian, should be so totally impervious to the reali 
Of the situation as to waste his energy (and risk wasting public money) in chasi 
shadows, One is even inclin spect that his very knowledge of public finance 
rests on the shal Such is certainly: the opinion of the chief, 
manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia, who concurs with the general views have 
expressed above, Mn, Wilkinson liughs at the idea of Dr, Millspaugh’s agricultural 
id industrial bank proving w serious competitor to the Imperial Bank of Per 
His only objection to its foundation would be on account of its title, in the unlikely 
eventof it styling it te Bank of Persia 
8, Their leave to add my personal opinion that Dr, Millspaugh’s banking scheme 
inust owe, at least in part, its origin to his belie! that the Imperial Bank of Persia 
is not doing what it onght to help local commerce and industry. But here, again, 1 
‘am conyineed that the doctor's premises are erroneous. ‘The Imperial Bank of Persia 
is ran on purely business lin not on those of a philanthropic institution: its 
ctivit fe extended only if security is proffered; on the other hand, if 
conditions are unfayourable, as they are to-day, credit must be restricted, Given the 
hondieap under hich i works, the Imperial Naa of Versa is probably justified in 
claiming that it is the most generous bank in the world. ‘The hopes that were put 
in the Ottoman Bank when it opened np in Vehran and West Persia haye long since 
heen dashed to the ground; it undoubtedly had to pay for its experience, and now 
is harder terms than its rival. ‘Tho evil is deep-rooted; political 
stabilisation tion, the reform of the judicial system and/a strict penalisntion 
of cormpt practices alone can together produce that sense of security which is the 
breath of life to bankers, and, unfortunately, nothing appreciable is being achioved 
in that direction in the Persia of the present day, 
E. R, LINGEMAN 
Gulhek. October 8, 1996. 
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Mr, Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Receired October 


(No. 486.) 
Sir, Gaulhek, September 80,1926, 
‘THE impending arrival of Mr. R. H. Clive as successor to Sir Percy Loraine 
furnishes a convenient occasion to review the prevent. state of Anglo-Persian 
telations and to record some of the more important clements in the situation as it 
wis to-day. I shall try to render my observations as objective as possible, and to 
avoid all considerations of a purely speculative nature, 1t should be remembered, 
moreover, that in th where no two straight lines are parallel, any precise 
sis Or forecast is apt to be misleading; the logic of Persian events pursites a 
aigzag course, turning hack upon itself at moments, and at moments diverging on 
02 
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some sudden tangent. ‘The gift of reason has not been granted to the Pei 

the intuition on which they rely is feckless and often rudimentary. His Majesty's 
representatives at Tehran have thus been tempted to eschew prediction; but there 
are moments, and this is one of them, when some consideration of general principles, 
some departure from the empirical method, may be justified. I therefore communi- 
ate to you miy doubts and my conclusions for what they may be worth: 


I 


2. British policy in Persia is based upon certain inherited maxims, the pres 
validity of which it is perhaps beyond my provitice to question ‘The more important 
Of these maxims are the following -— 


(1) That the maintenance of Persia as a buller State between Russia and the 
Indian Empire is essential to Indian defence. 

(2) That the requirements of Indian defence also necessitate the exclusion of 
‘any other great Power from the Persian Gult 

(3,) That British prestige in the East in any ders it impossible For 11s to 
relax our traditional efforts to maintain « dominant position in Persia 

(4) And that the Anglo-Persian oil-fields are a British imperial interest which 
must, in the list resort, be protected by fore 


3, Of these four maxims, the last is, I oust, unquestionable, The first thr 
entail considerations of general Imperial policy and defence on which it would be 
imprudent for me to venture any direct comment. I would wish merely to urge that 
if these aro, in fact, the axioms of our policy it would be useful if they could be 

xamined and reaffirmed, ‘The following questions, for instance, are continually 
suggested to me, and to these questions I find myself quite incompetent to provi 
answer: 


(1,) What is meant by the expression Buffer State? 

Do we mean (4) merely a geographical tract of undeveloped territory over 
which it would be difficult for a Russian invasion to progress; or (b) a neutral 
and independent State ublo to defeud her neutrality by force of arms, or (@) a 
danitary-vordos) protecting India ftom the infection of Russian; propaganda 
‘These questions have more than an academic interest. If the answer to (a) is in 
the aflitmative then our policy should logically be to retard the progress of 
Persia and to oppose all construction of roads or railvays. If (b) is our objec 
tive, then. we should, face the fact that Persia will not for long be able to 

Tf (¢) ts our main 
Y on preventing 


Is the Dojence of India really dependent on Persia constituting « Buffer State? 
If the answer to this is in the affirmative, then a more positive and active 
ah policy may possibly be Lf in the negative (if, that is, there is 

either no real danger of a Russian invasion, or if that invasion could only 

ike India through Afghanistan) then our anxiety regarding Persia and the 
large diplomatic and consular establishments therein maintained are possibly 

Hoth misplaced. 


What, in fact, are our Post-War Objectives in the Persian Gulf? 

Is our interest in the Persian Gulf anything more than an inherited habit 
‘of thou 1 How for instance, do the close relations established with 
Trag and the consequent foothold obtained by us at Basra modify the previous 
conception of the meastres neces an drive towards the south ! 


How can our Political Prestige best bo Maintained? 

‘Does the fact that Rus lay appears as a liberator and represents us 
as the oppressor alter the old conception of the means by which our prestige can 
be safeguarded! ‘The new Persia reacts against our old methods; should wo 
enforce these methods or make a virtue of their abandonment? Ts our present 
system of giving way grudgingly step by step really conducive to the main- 
tenance of our popularity and reputation? 


1a7 


4. [raise these questions merely in order to indicate the ultimate nature of the 
predicaments by which we are assailed, is prevailing uncertainty on such 
points which renders the execution of British policy im Persia so empirical and at 

es so disheartening. To most of the above questions, however, no reply can be 
forthcoming; the answers to them depend on developments which are still obscure 
or on considerations which it would at present be useless or uuwvise to ventilate. Tt 
is obvious that no dramatic change of policy is at present possible; we 

ano risk the isgues either of a polley Of Complete withdrawal trom orsitvor of 
policy of active intervention. To Ieave Persia absolutely. to herself. would entail 
dangers which it is impossible to estimate; the policy of active assistance would 
involve a degree of intervention intolerable alike to Persian publi¢ opinion, to our 
own public opinion, and to that of the world, We are obliged, therefore, to stee 
between the two, We are obliged in practice to hover letween conceptions inherited 
from the 19th century and those that have arisen since the war; our policy must 
be tentative, and at monients it must of necessity be illogical and confused, T would 
merely observe that this middle course is, in fact, a compromise between two 
irreconcilable alternatives. We call it “the policy of good relations and 
how-intervention.”” Such a label will do as well as any other; but let it not be 

vosed that such w policy is anything but negative, ov that such a compromise is as 
easy and as satisfactory as it sounds 


IY. 


‘The policy of good relations and non-intervention has been defined as an 
endeavour to create a iriendly aud a self-dependent Persia. This, [ fear, is an 
optimistic definition. Persia can scarcely become self-dependent; she will only. 

friendly when she herself realises that she is in imminent danger of 

1 shall deal first with the factor of good relations, 

When Sir Perey Loraine arrived here in the autumn of 1921 the wave of 
Anglophobia had reached its height, By unfailing patience, unceasing labour, and 
ureat force of personality, he was able to check the flood and to establish Angl 
Persian relations on the basis where they rest to-day. Positive hostility to Great 
Britain is now confined to the half-educited middle classes; the more tesponsible 

© now inspired by feelings of passive and timid friendship. It is 

important to define the quality of this friendship. Tt means, think, that no 
Persian Cabinet is likely to do anything against us, ‘This in itself is a very. great 
advantage. ‘There exist a great number of controversial questions in which the 
Persian Government, did they so desire, could make themselves highly, unpleasant. 
Such matters as the Gulf, the status of British subjects, the position of the Indo 
zraph Deparunent and of the Bank, the rights of the Angio-Persian 


i i! i 
Would all furnish rich inaterial for any ambitious Persian Minister 
o fact that 
y to the 


‘ans; it isnot im any, 
timid Although no 


ter in whiel 
matters, and evade, 
our outstanding, questions 

7, Thenatare of the anti-British feeling in the Majlis is more diffienlt to define, 
‘Yo a large extent it arises from the bitterness engendored by the 1907 agreement 
aud the events which accompanied and followed the war. ‘This factor will in time 
be likely to disappear. A further element is the tendency of all Persians to put the 
blame for their shortcomings upon someone else; the thought of Russia is so 
unpleasant to them that they repress it; they try to convince themselves that Ri 
is really the liberator and the friend; and the force of their accumulated repressions 
is discharged upon Great Britain. We are represented as, and sometimes believed 
tobe, the villains of the piece. The Persian demagogue (and the Majlis is dominated 
by demagognes) will tend to block any proposal which may be thought pro-British 
‘The fact that we are identified with the Shah increases our unpopularity. And, 
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finally, there is the practical effect of Russian propaganda and of Russian bribes. Tt 
will take several months before the Majlis crystallises into parties and attains to 
ise of responsibility. When this happens itis possible that the majority may 
be not unfavourable tous, ‘They may even be friendly. For the moment, howev 
the Majlis is hostile, and no Persian politician will dare openly to support our cause 


v 


8 Lam thus not without hopes that the policy of good relations may in the 
end produce some fruits, Conversely, a policy entailing bad relations would lead to 
endless complications, I fear, however, that the policy of creating a stable and 
self-dependent Persia, capable of maintaining herself unaided, must be regarded 
as somewhat chimerical, Our hope had heen to encourage the development of a 
new Persia, disciplined and homogeneous, It was thought that Reza Shah would 
Secure the election of a subservient Majlis, and thus combine the advantages of 
constitutional Government with those of autocratic control. ‘These hopes, I fear, 
have, up to now, heen disappointed. ‘The Deputies, it is true, were elected unde 
the Shah’s orders, but, on entering the Majlis, they have turned against him, and 
we have now, not co-operation, but hitter opposition between the Parliament and the 
Court. ‘The machinery of Government is thus completely out of order, and, unless 
the Shah can be induced to make his peace with the National Assembly. a further 
coup d' Etat, if not w revolution, is to be feared. 

9, ‘This constitutional chaos would not in itself be alarming were th 
personality of the Shah such aswe had hoped. It is perhaps too early to pronounce 
that Reza Shahi hag proved a failure, Tt is becoming doubtful, however, whether he 
possesses the intellectual or moral calibre necessary for his high funetions, He is 
secretive, suspicious atid ignorant; he appears wholly unable to, grasp the realities 
of the situation or to realise the force of the hostility which he has aronsed. His 
internal polity is apparently to discredit all possible rivals; his foreign policy is 
apparently to bribe his enemies and to abuse his friends Udo not think there are 
many intelligent men in Persia who imagine that the Shah can for lon n his 
Untone, His fall may be delayed, at any moment there may be a temporary reaction 
in his favour; but when hie does disappear his dynasty can scarcely survive hit, but 
Will be followed either by a republic or possibly Dy the return of the Kajars. [na 
case a period of serious instability must at any monient be expected. From, this 
nistability the Russians will profit largely 

10, “A further and more mortal factor in the disintegration of Persia is the 
economic pressure being exercised by the Soviet. ‘The closure of the Russian frontier 
has already partially ruined the northern provinces; upon an organism thus 
Weakeried, Russian propaganda and Russian monoy-lenders can batten with ease 
‘The Persians appear quite unable to cope with this menace; they pretend even that 
ibdoés nob existe and) meanwhile, the northern provinces are falling very rapidly 
into complete economic servitude to the Soviet. ‘The reaction, when it comes, will 
come too late. Tt is seriously to be appreliended that a Soviet republic may one day: 
he proclaimed in Azerhaijan 

11, ‘These new and dist g symptoms affect a body already weakened: by 
Congenital disease, ‘The chaos'in the Administration is as appalling as ever. ‘The 
army is subject to sporadic mutiny, which may at any moment become concerted 
‘The tribes are restless and waiting for a lead. ‘The people are impoverished and 
oppressed. ‘The administration of justice is a greater scandal than before; the 
aivil servive ix impaid, corrupt und mcompetent; over the whole country broods a 
dark cloud of uncertainty, insecurity and despair. 1 fear that the people would 
welcome any change which they imagined might prove « solution or at least an 
alternative, It is not possible in such circumstances to speak honestly of Persia 
becoming seli-dependent. 


VI. 


12, ‘The picture T have drawn is a black one. T do not feel that itis 
exaggerated, If it can be qualified at all it cau be qualified only by the consideration 
that the Persian people are immensely patient and immensely tesilient. Circum- 
stances which in any other country would lead to revolution produce in Persia 
merely a dark ripple of discontent,” ‘The agitation passes, the waters resume their 


stagnant, placidity; people forget. It could be argued, therefore, that the present 
sittiation 1s no worse than many others which have preceded it, and that we have, 


therefore, no undue cause for apprehension, Tshould agree with this diagnosis did 
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not fear that Reza Khan, while failing to regenei b stueveeded in 
changing certain factors which gave to the country its previous elasticity, and 
remarkable power of resistance. ‘The old Persia was a loose-knit_ pyramid resting 
ou its base. ‘The new Persia is a pyramid almost equally loose, but resting on its 
= as such, it is easier to overthrow.. In the old days, if things disintegrated 
the contre or the north, we had always the Sheikh of Mohammerah, the Bakhtiaris, 
the Baluchis on whom we could rely. ‘These shock-absorbers are now in of 
ing eliminated. ‘The policy of centralisation has not strengthened British 
it has merely. loosened the foundation on which they were based, 1 fear 
revolution to-day would damage our interests more seriously than any 
on in. the past, i 
A further and not dissimilar inconvenience is that we have placed all our 
hopes upon one man. If that man disappears (and his disappearance seems highly 
probable), wwe may find it difficult at once to discover other clements of stability on 
constitute our poliey. Our old tribal friends haye heen sacrificed to the 
policy of centralisation; the elder statesmen haye each in turn been discredited; the 
Majlis and the Nationalists the Republicans regard us as identified with 
Reza Shab. For a period s shi policy would in stich an event be left 
inconveniently in the air. And, meanwhile, the Russians would profit rapidly and 
perhaps irretrievably by the chaos which would follow ¥ 


Vit. 

14. It would be unwise to overestimate the danger; we are perhaps a little 
given to attribute to Russia designs more aggressive and objective than she really 
foseses That Rossia wishes to destioy ou prestige and trade in Persia U have 
ittle doubt; that she wishes to bring Persia within her own orbit is algo unques: 
tionable; but I certainly do not believe in any Russian desire to absorb Persian 
territory, and I am not absolutely convinced that she is working even for the 
estab Persia of a Soviet Republic. At the same time, it would clearly 
be unwise to contend that, the Russian danger does not exist, The most misleading of 
ll the platitudes by which we are consoled is that which represents Persia as immune 
to Communist doctrines, ‘The Persian people are concerned with no social theo 
although jacquerie might possibly be provoked, ‘The coniliet is in ity easeni 
the old stragile between East and West, and it is important to recognise that 
Russia is widely and increasingly regarded as-the protagonist sind champion of the 
oppressed Eastern peoples. Itis no exaggeration, 1 think, to contend that Russia 
may gradually assume the position enjoyed by Turkey under the old pan-Islani 
theory. ‘The instinctive Oriental hatred of Western competence and superiority, does 
niot colour their attitude towards the Soviet; they fecl a kinship; there are many 
Persians who are beginning to ask themselves whether Russia is not, after all, the 
liberator and the friend, Tf one enquires from what particular oppression Russia 
is to deliver them, they hesitate to say; hut it is not to be doubted that this oppres: 
Sonia the oppression of thoir ov'n moral and mental inferiority to.the West, can 
readily be recognised what psychological temptations Soviet. propaganda is thereby 
able to offer; when to this is added physical and economic suffering, it is not 
surprising that Soviet influence shontd he submerging the northern prov 
sloyy It inevitable tide, 

15, | Against this we poses it is true no inconsiderabl 
respected, we are even feared; in the last resort we are trusted, The Pei 
are congenitally afraid of Russia, and the be s friendship is at present 
hope rather than a conviction. Above all, the governing and propertied classes, of 
whom the Majlis is composed, have a wholesome fear of Communism, ‘They may be 

med fo¥ the moment by the idea that Moscow will lead then in triumph against 
the West; but this pleasant thought is easily checked when they think of the 
peasants and their lands, T have little doubt that in the end responsible Persian 
opinion will rally almost solidly to our side. My fear is that if the present 
uncertainty and even chaos is prolonged this rettirn to sanity may be too long 
delayed 


Vit, 

16, I trust chat Chave made iv clear that I do not for one moment advocate 
any change in the policy at present beng pursued. My aim has merely been to 
analyse the cau: ‘eflects of this poliey and to dispel any misapprehensions 
regarding its productive value. I have tried to show that Persian friendship for 
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Great Britain is ag yet a very frail little seedling, and th: 

comparison a healthy weed which freely propagates. 1 ha 

hopes based on the beliet that Persia can by her own efforts become stable and self- 
dependent are liable to disappointment. In conclusion, 1 wwould venture to submit 
for your comments certain corollaries deduced from the above reasoning :— 


(1) That the policy of good relations has as its immediate object the 
avoidance of bad relations. Were we to be on bad terms with any 
Persian Government, the latter could raise controversial questions which 
it would, in present cond be awkward to counter, ‘The 
Of such controversies is in itself a diplomatic task of great difficulty. 

(2) That tor this purpose great care should be exercised continually to 
convince the Persian Government of the s 'y of our protest 
Such incidents as the threatened violation of th 
Indian troops, or the assistance given to Salar-ed-Dowleh, 
by the fragi tribesmen, may undo mouths of pati 
cour in the other hand, as our support of Persia's cand 
the Council of the League are of very great assistance, 

That, while recognising the negative value of good relations, we should not 
be disappointed if they produce no immediate positive result. Our poliey 
is frankly ong of waiting; Iet our patience at least be consistent and 
continuous. 

‘Mia, while basing no important calculation on the possibility of Persia 
hecoming stable and seli-dependent, sve should conti sverything 
possible to assist the elements of order, That, while having no allusions: 
regarding the Shah's capacity, we should continue to afford hin our 
support amd friendships that we should at the same time discreetly 
widen the basis of our sympathy hy cultivating a better inderstandin 
With the Majlis, and particularly with the Nationalist party 

(6.) That we should avoid being manarivred into the position of eh 
Persia against Russia, That we should rather encourage 
conie to terms with Russia provided she can do so wit erifleing 
her independen 

(6) ‘That we should cultivate relations of the utmost frankness and coopera 
tion with the representati foreign Powers, and particularly with 
the American Legation and finatcial mission 

(7) ‘That we'should increasingly urge the Persian Government to develop the 
southern provinces and trade routes and the port of Mohammerah, 

(8) ‘That we should make it abundantly clear to the Persian Government that 
We shall tolerate no interference with the Anglo-Persian oil-fields 

(®) And that in all considerations of the defence af Tndin we should procéed 
‘on the assumption that Persia is in a chronic state of disintegration and 
that the northern provinces will sooner or later fall under: the economic 
political and even stratesie control of Russia. 


17. A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Government of Thdia and 
to His Majesty's High Commissioner for Tray, Ba 
T have, & 
HAROLD NICOLSON 





[ B 6996/4029/34) No, 134, 
Mr. Nicolaon to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received October 25.) 


Gullick, Ostob 

ny despatch No 422 of the 26th August Lliad the honour to report that the 
Administrator-Ge: ‘of Finances had promised me to use his best endeavours to 
secure the immediate release fo the Sheikh of Mohammerah of =nch proportion of his 
undigputed revenues as would provide him with a reasonable income: Dr. Millsp 
now informa me that his efforts in this direction have not met with success; he has 
discovered that the whole of the sheikl’s revenues have now been seized by the 
military and that it is beyond his power to force them to disgorge, ‘The centre of 
resistance lias thus; as Tiidicated in my despatch No. 406 of the 13th August, been 
located in the person of the Shab, and it may beoume necessary to inform His Majes 
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that His Majesty's Government will regard his effective intervention in this miltter as 
the test of his good intentions towards us. 

Meanwhile, however, Dr. Millspaugh is making w further effort of a somewhat 
mysterious nature.” He spoke of a memorandum which he had himself prepared and 
‘hich is now before the Council of Ministers, He would. not divulge the contents of 
this memorandum, but he stated that it provided for a “just” settlement of one half 
of the sheikt’s properties, ‘The other half was beyond the province of the Trensury 
‘and depended for solution entirely upon the personal good-will of the Shah 

3. T pointed ont to Dr. Millspangh that his two statements appeared self 
contradictory, and furnished me with little material wherewith T could allay your, just 
impatienc ‘He smiled, and murmured that he was helping us to the utmost of his 
capacity, and that ald be well advised to wait and see. I haye no doubts of the 


sincerity and good intentions of Dr. Millspaugh; I havo every doubt of his eapactty to 

bring this affair to a rapid and satisfactory conclusion 
4. A copy of this despatch is being sent to His 

hag, Bagdad. 


‘s High Commissioner for 


Thave, &, 
HAROLD NICOLSON. 





E 5998/95/34) No, 185. 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain. (Received October 


(No. 492) 
Sir, Tehran, October 8, 1926. 

L HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of Tntelligence Summary No, 20, 
on the subject of events in, Persia, for the period ending the 2nd instant, compiled 
by the military attaché to this Legation 

Thave, &o 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enclosure in No. 15 


Intelligence Summary No, 20, for the Period eiding October 2, 1920, 
Azerbaijan 

1, Gene 
haijan, and reports of th 
om panic in the vill 
were flocking into Urumia it was feared that 
Simko might break out into a  thotnent, and his men had already 
been in.conflict with those of h ‘al, Omar Khan, who is on the si 
Of the Persian Government, It is still uncertain whether there is any real justifica 
tion for these fears regarding Simko, but the border is undoubtedly in a state of 
unrest. A body of Harki tribesmen had attacked the troops at Ushna and been 
beaten off, and brigandage was inereasing. 

Simko, having now presumably no Hon of refus 
lightly commit izgle with the Persian Gove 

21 Hbeing moved from Saujbulagh towards Urumia, the situation 

«having improved. 

‘The Chief of the General Staff is now on tour in Azerbaijan, This known 
that one of the objects of his visit is to investigate and report on the alleged bad 
moral of the troops, 

4. Although public opinion in Azerbaijan almost nniversally credits the Bi 
‘with the instigation of the Kurdish revolt with the object of distracting the Po 
Government from a rapprochement with Russia, it isat the same time widely thought 
that the Russians are now encouraging it in the hope that they will be able at least 
to derive some benefit from the disorder fon which the British aire being blamed, and 
at best, if it should lead to the do 24 Shah, to establish a republic after 
their own liking 

(15791) 


. will probably not 


? 





5. It is reported in Azerbaijan that Turkish forees have been concent) 
Shamsdinan, Bashkala and other places on the frontier, in execution of ana 
mide between the Persian and Turkish Governments for combined operations 
the Kurds. 

6, It is reported from Khor, and the report seems reliable, that a force of about 
400 Turks, commanded by Suleiman Bey, while pursuing some Kurdish rebels, 
inudyertently crossed the Persian frontier near Ay id subsequently retired to 
‘Turkish territory. 


Tehran. 

7. ‘The programme of Government has been approved by the Majlis by 78 votes 
out of 85 members present. 

8, Discussion on the Government's programme gave one of the Deputies, 
Dr, Musitddik-es-Sultaneh, the opportunity to launch a violent attack against two of 
te Ministers, Vossuk-ed-Dowleh and Zoka-ul-Mulk Faruki. Me charged the 
former with treason, murder and corruption, mainly in connection with the Anglo 
Persian Agreement of 1919. Vossuk-ed-Dowleh niade a dignified reply, and it is 
generally considered that he thereby improved hhis position, 

Against Karuki, Dr, Musaddik’s main charge was that he lad, while Prime 
Minister, officially agreed to the reapplication in practice of the eapitulations to 
Soviet subjects, 

‘Whig has been formally denied by the Prime Minister in Parliament aud by the 
Soviet Chargéd’ Affaires in a statement to the press 

On the 2lst September a number of military ollicers, police ollicers and 
, including theotlicers commanding two of the Tehran infantry 
segim wht the Shah, and Haim, the representative 
7 the Zionist organisation cused of heing implicated in a plot against 
the Shah's life and of being members of w seoret society which had produced the 
{olutine Teaflets that: have So disturbed the shih (see paragraph 5 of Summary 
No, 1), The character of many of those arrested; particularly of th 
of being the ringleaders, is not kuch ws would lead one readily to accept the suspicion 
that they are revolutionary conspirators, and it seems to be the general opinion in 
‘Tehran that such evidence ns there is against them has been fabricated by the police 
‘Vhe Shah has, it appears, recently heen convinced that there was a plot against him 
in the army, and hag shown signs of grave displeasure with the chief of the police 
for his failure to uncover it, Tt is, perhaps, nowoincidence that the majority of the 
ollicers arrested ate enemies of the commander of the Tehran Division and the chief 
Of the polive, who is his ally 

‘Dhese arrests have disturbed public opinion, Military olficers, in particular 

feel that they may ab any moment be arrested, aud even Convicted, on a baseless 


charge, 
Roenoria ltasyDeBny Feely Chena esl thik mote” eas inspired by the 
British, ; 
10, The Shah is still in an extremely very state regarding his own safety 
‘und for some time has had no fixed steepins-place Z 
Modarres, speaking in Parliament on the 2st September, uttered a yery 
plain warning to the Shih against overriding the constitutional rights of the Majlis, 
particularly: ju the matter of agreements aiid treaties with foreign Powers, This 
dications that the Majlis is by no means as subservieut to the Court 
ag it was intended to be when the election of its members was boing arrar 
12, An order issued hy the General Staff on the Shah's command threatening 
severe punishment to any officer found i ly iy money, or of 
depositing money inf the p 
Shab ior his fawily, itsays, has deposited money ih any bank 
‘The publication has obvionsly beon made as a counter-blast to stori atly 
current of the Shali’s vast hoards.” he public feels that it is un insult that it shoud 
boithonghit that itis likely to he influenced hy propaganda of this sort 
13, It is reported that the Shah is becoming increasingly impatient of 
Dy, Milspaugh’s control of the finances 
TH. Forty to fifty cadets have beow selected from the military school and are 
emg sent to Hurope to continue military studies. Tt is reported that ten of these 
are destined for Rome, the remainder for Paris. 2 
15, ‘The Chief of the General Staff left ‘Tehran on the 19th September for 
Azerbaijan, where he is investigating the military situation, 
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It is reported in the press that the Ministry for Foreign Affairs has asked 
t for authority to purchase and instal in their missions abroad radio- 
so that they can receive communications from the Tehran 
radio station 
17. Thecall-sign of the Tehran radio station is TG R, and of Tabriz TBR, 
18. The Bahadur Regiment of the Central Division, less one battalion which 
bas remained at Bujnurd, has returned to Tehran from Khorassan, 
19. Mr. Morris, the American engineer engaged by the Persian Government as 
consultant on the construction of roads, has arrived in Tehran. 
20. It is reported in the Persian press that M. Juraneff will not return to 
for another two months. 
21. Zimmerman, who has been in Persia for a y the expert 
adviser of the Soviet Embassy in the matter of the Russo-Persian Commercial 
‘creement, died in Tehran on the 28th September. 


Kurdistan. 


2, ‘The Pizhdar Kurds did not follow up their success at Sardasht (reported 
in paragraph 16 of Summary No. 19), and it is now reported that they have with: 
Grawn from the Saujbulagh area, According to Persian reports they have retired 
into Irak, 

‘The situation is considered good enough to allow the transfer of some troops to 
Urumia to deal with the increasing unrest of the Kurds of Western Azerbaijan, 
notably the Harki and Shekak. 

23, Burther south, in the area Senneh-Rawansar, it is doubtful whether the 
troops are in touch with with the rebels, It is certain that the troops are inactive 
and are content to n their positions 

24 From more than one reliable source it is reported that the troops engaged 
in the Kurdish operations have shown little fighting spirit, that they are 
‘unenthusiastic and discontented 

Tt is reported, but requires confirmation, that Salar-ed-Dowleli has a hody- 
guard of 50-60 Syrian Turks in Kurdish dress, and some Turkish officers, ‘The 
fitter is perhaps possible, as reports from several sources have shown that his 
dispositions give evidence of expert advice, and it is this that has given colour to 
urtent reports that he is accompanied by European officers: 


Isfahan 


26, ‘The Governor General, Nasr-ul-Mulk, has been recalled, and Mirza 
Suleinian Khan has been appointed to steceed him 


Luristan 


‘The engi ange of the construction of the road! from Burujird to, 
Khorremabad reports that it is now ready for motor traffic 


W. AK. ERASER, Major 1 
Military Attaché. 
Gulhek, October 2, 1926. 





E 5999/4756/34) No. 146) 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chambertain.—(Received October 25.) 


(No. 494.) 
Gulhek, Ootobor 8, 1926. 
IN your telegram No, 136 of the 7th October you authorised me officially to 
munivate to the Persian Government the full details of Salar-ed-Dowleh’s recent 
it to Iraq and at the same time to convey to them an expression of the regret and 
displeasure of His Majesty's Government at the incident which had occurred. | 
Considered that, inall the elrcumstances, it would be preferable to put these 
tions in writing, since the necessity of impressing the Persian Government with t 
absolute sincerity of our attitude seemed to me to ontweigh any disadvantages which 
{written note may involve, [accordingly to-day handed to the Minister for Foreign 


[18791] v2 
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position to iny Majesty to 
iily by this means can. we succeed: in 
I shall report the results of my andience by next h 
‘A copycat this despatch is being, sent to the Government of India and to His 
Majesty's High Commissioner for Iraq, Bagdad. 
T have, &e 
HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enclosure in Nov 146. 
Mr. Nicolson to Bérstin Minister Jor Korvign Affairs 


Mle Ministre Gulhek, October 3,1 
ON the dth October your Excelleney was od as to communicate to me 
personally and orally certain information which had been received by the-P 
Government to the elect that Abol Rath Mirza (Salar-ed-Dowleh) had recently been 
able to, cross ito Iraq territory and thereaiter to return to Kurdistan T informed 
your Excellency at the tn that although I could not guarantee that Salar-ed. 
Dowleh might not have been able to evade the vigilatice o) the frontier authorities 
and enter Trag territory had heen effected 
Without the knowledge ot any British official: T have now the regret to iuform yout 
Excellency that the dissurances which L gave you were not, as T have since lea 
justitied by the acts 
2 On the morning of the Sth October, L received front lis Excellency the Hi 
Commissioner at Bagdad a telegram reporting that a most unfortunate ineident had 
courted, Te appears that on the 2ist September the British ollicer commanding. 
Txt Iraq, nfuntiy, who had beon sent specially: to the distyict of Halebja for the 
purpose of ar ed-Dowleh should he cross the frontier, allowed the latter 
to. proceed to where hie hild a ieeting sith afiar Sultan, ‘The British 
ONicer commanding Ist Iraq Infantry was present at this interview and subsequently 
permitted Salared-Dowleh to return to Persia. He justified this action on the 
‘ound thit he had permitted this meeting for the piirpose of obtaining reliable 
Titormation regardiug Salared-Dowleh's future movements and in order thay he 
night be able to identify the latter, altould he at some future date endeavour to 
isk Lng tenrituny 
On receiving this: intelligence T reported hy telegraph to my Government 
aud asked for their instructions. “Phese instructions have now been receivial. Ju 
inthe first-place, to inform you officially, as | have above informed you, of the full 
dotuils of this invident, In the second place, Tam to tell you that His Majesty 
Government take so serious a view oF tle matter that they have issied immediate 
(tions for the removal from his command of the British officer responsible 
thisinecting, And in the third plage, 1 am officially to express to your Excellency 
and theough your Excellency. to the Persian Governinent, the regret and displeusure 
of His Majesty's Government that this invident should have ogcurred 
4. Tit eonvoying the above to your Excoleney 3 oy to express my sinuere 
personal regret 1 should haye given you assurances which were, in: fact 
Ticorrect. These assurances were based upon what 1 knew to, be the mtention 
iny Government and the insteuctions issued by his Excellency the High Commissioner 
at Bagdad. 
T avail, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON 





E 6120/4756 /34 


Loting High Commissioner, Iray, to Secretary of State for the Colonies 
(Communicated to Poreian Office. Nocember 1.) 


P Bagdad, November 1, 1926. 
BD-DOWLEH has been arrested. 1 propose agree, to ask 
Commissioner for Syria if he will undertake either to arrange for his deporta 
ep hin) under effective surveillance in Syria, and if High 

1 to Syria under escor 





E 6133/64/34 


Sir RB. Hodgson to, (Received November 2.) 


2, 
; Moscore, October 22, 19 

WITH rot sspatch No. G61 of the Sth Septomber, T have the honour 
to report that Timour Tache left Moscow some days ago and’ is, 1’ believe, in. Berli 
He is expected to return to Moscow shortly 

M. Nourzad again informed mo yesterday that ‘Timour Tache's mission here 

was purely, commercial and this) statement is confirmod from other sources, Yet 
M. Rothstein admitted recently: to w journalist that the question of « non-nggression 
ireaty with Persia had heen the subject of discussion, though he let it be understood 
that the matter still remained in an inchoate state. ‘The Italiin Ambassudor also seems 
satisfied that conversations on the subject are, or have been, taking. plice, and he 
mentioned that the Angora Government was particularly anxious that an agremont of 
the kind between Tehrin and Moscow should be signed. He was, howover, convinced 
that a tripartite arrauement with Turkey.as one of the parties was not contemplated, 
for hy was satisfied ¢ jgora Government would reject any an jet which 
would tend to hind Angora to Moscow to an undesirable ext 


M. HODGSON, 





Lon Chamberlain (Reveiord Nocwuber 2 


Behram, November 1, 1926. 
justi No. 534 
Fann informing Persian Government imofticially iat Salar-ed-Dowleh Has been 
Avvestod without of course, giving any indication of his subsequent disposal. It 
1 suppreseed the fact and waited till deportation had Deen carried ont they might 
tink that we had acted in bud faith, In any case, theyre, 1 fear, likely to demiund 
extradition, whiell To presiime cannot be granted ‘under terms of provisional 
eeinent 
ent to Bagdad, No. 17.) 





EB 6149/4756/34 No, 140 


Letiny High Commissioner, Lyay, to Sueretary of State Jor he Colonies 
(Communicated by Colonial O fice, Norem bia 3) 


P Navomber 2, 1926. 

ED-DOWLEH tas info that he 

to be sent to India, if necessi A be 
Above is in continuation of 








ts 


No. 141 
Mr Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received November 

(No: 229.) 
(Velegraphic:) Pekran, November 3, 1926. 

BAGDAD No. 536 to Colonial Office 

Minister for Foreign Affairs today expressed sincere thanks of P 

verntent for Salur-ed-Dowleh's arrest, I told him it was quite useless for 

Persia’ Government to demand extradition, since it was barred by article 4 of 
provisional agreement, He said that Persin could have no confidence that French 
authorities in Syria would exercise adequate vigilance and volunteered the enquiry 
Whether Sahir-ed-Dowleh could not be sent to Ind “i unaware 
whether Government of India would accept hin, and that in a Persian 
Government would haye to make provision for his maintenance: 

(Repeated to Bagdad, No. 1 





Mn. Nicolson to\Sir Austin Chamborlain —\Receirud November 4.) 


(Telegraphio,) R Tehran, November 4. W926 
MY telegram No, 

Office has just communicated formal request from 
the Shah that Silared-Dowleh be sent to. India ind ki PF surverllance 
Persian Government would grant him adequate pension 

Tsanid T would submit this request to you for early decision 
Very favourable impression would be created by: acceptance 
(Repeated to Bagdad, No, 182) 





Mr. Niealsow (No. 188) to igh Commissioner, Bagdud.—(Revauted to Roreign 
Offices Receired November 1.) 
‘No, 2832,) 
Tolegraphie,) Pehran, Nocember 4, 1926 
SHAH. sent Director General of Foreign Ollice to see me this afternoon 
regarding sittation created by Simko's escape into Lraks territory 
fis Majesty contends that as Sim fl vonition brigand he is not exempted 
under article 4 of Extradition Agreement and should be handed over. T said that 1 
much, doubted whether Tray Government would agree with this interpretation, and 
that in any cuse Shah must realise that latter-were not in a position to arrest Simko 
hy Force, * 
Director-General had evidently expected this reply. and advanced alternative 
proposition as follow 


Traq Government to imform Simko on behalf of Persian Government tha 
if he gave himself up and entered Persia with his family: and limited number of 
personal servants vii Khanikin he would be honourably treated and given 
Property in some district at a distance from the frontier 


I promised to submit this proposal for your early consideration. [ pointed out 
however, that Simko would be afraid to enter Persia without some guarantee from 
us. [doubted whether you would wish to assume any sich responsibility. ‘The most 
we could do would he to obtain written offer of honourable treatment from iat 
Government, a copy of which would renitin in our archives. This might satisty 
Sinko. 





[E 6213/307/34) 


olson to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received November 8.) 


Tehran, October 11, 1926, 

SIR HENRY DOBBS, in his telegram No. 173 of the 9th October, was’ 50 good 

5 to agree to my proposal that a Persian officer should be invited to Bagdad in order 

to diseuss with the British authorities the measures by which the neutrality of Iraq { 

regard to the Kurdish rebellion could be rendered more effective. I visited the Shah 

on the 10th October and found His Maj nood of somewhat sullen suspicion, 

by referring to the recent visit of Salar-ed:Dowleh to Tavilah, and added 

was but the culmination of a series of sinister reports which he had recently 

been receiving. ‘The Pizlider tribes, for instance, were continually making raide into 
Persia, and 


the defensi werent were thereby exposed to, very great expense, 
‘Tho army in its operations against the Kurds wore constantly finding evideuco of Traqi 
co-operation: Iraqi tribesmen had been identified among the rebels, and on, one 
cceasion the operations had been directed by an officer in Iraqi tiniform. Was. it 
surprising that in such circumstances he should reluctantly feel compelled to believe 
that the British authorities, even if they were not assisting the rebels, were manifesting 

indifference towards the: activity of the tribesmen under their control which 
amounted to assistauce? The Persian Government had reason to believe that tho 
British authorities had promised Salar-ed-Dowlehi a large sui of money’ in the event of 
his being able to capture Senuch or any other town of importance, His Majesty was 
not in the least afraid of Salarod-Dowleh ; his. complaint. was that the sympathy and 
rifuge whieh the Prince and his associates had found in Imq liad entailed operations 
on a far larger and more expensive scale than would have been necessary had the Iraqi 
Government beon more friondly. ‘The Shah concluded his diatribo by sayings that such 
was his desire not to destroy” Anglo-Persian relations that he made it-a rule to keep 
these revelations to himself ; were the Persian public to know all that thore was to be 
Known, then all hope of friendly rolations would bo impossible, 

2. L thanked His Majesty for having expressed hiis views so openly, 1 ventured to 
suggest to him thav it would be better if the Porsians were to adopt the method of 
arguing from principles to facts and not from facts w principles, 1 begged is 
Majesty, before cousidering, tho reports which reached him, aul wlitch wore necessarily 
coloured if not untrue, to ask himself the following two questions » Ia it in the interest’ 
of the British Government thit the stability of Persia should be threatened. from 
outside? Is it in the interest of the Government of Traq that: tribal wrest. should 
continue on the common frontier? His Majesty, if he considered the matter rewonably, 

id only return a negative answor to these questions, and, living returned sich au 
answer, He would he better able to estimate the true value of the! roporia which 

ached hin. ‘The visit of Salar-ed-Dowleh to ‘Tavilah would then appear to hint 
merely as a regrottable incident ; the wigrations of the Pizhder tribea would assume 
right proportions ; and the rein ours would strike hin, asithey struck 
me, ax being merely futastic. I'ventured to disagree with His Majesty's decision to 
Keep such incidents to himself; we had nothing to hide, and the one thing that | 
desired was not obscurity but the fullest openness. [ Hegged him not to, fail to 
inform mo of all such rumours in futuro; if they were true, the complaints of the 
ernment would be met in the most friendly spirit; if they were untrue, | 
should welcome the opportunity of proving to His Majesty that his contidence had 
teen abused. I had jn fact been authorised by Sir Henry, Dobbs to invite His Majesty 
to send a high military officer unofficially to Bagdad to see for himself. ‘This should 
convince him of our desire to assist, 

5, The Shab, on receiving this invitation, uttered an exclamation of pleasure and 
relief. He begged me to convey to Sir Henry Dobbs a personal expression of his 
thanks for this useful and friendly gesture. Me would at once cwsider the proposil 
and inform mo of the name of the officer selected. 1 explained to His Majesty that 
What we desired was that he should send someone in whom he himself reposed 
absolute confidence; that was the only. consideration which need alfest, bis choico, 
‘The Shak meanwhile hal again become thoughtful, aud his coarse face clouded again 
with the shadows of suspicion, He said that the proposal was indeed a useful one, 
but that what he would prefer would be to send someone to those points in Iraq (hy 





which I presume he meant Halabja and Khurmmal) contiguous to the area of disturbance. 
To send an officer to Bagdad would not in itself be of much value. It was ovident 
that he suspected some trap by which he would be committed to recognition, 

4. Ido not deny that this proposal struck me as perfectly reasonable. Persian 
nspicions are now so deeply rooted that no fair words in Bagdad will effectively 
eradicate them ; the surest way apparent to us of restoring Persian confidence is t0 
allow the Shah to send an officer to see with his own eyes what Tragi are doing on their 

ide of the frontier, that this officer should be given the fullest freedom, and that he 

should be allowed to stay with the Iraqi troops, unoflicially, until tle affair is over 

5. As IL was unaware, however, to what extent such an extended missien would 
be woleome to Sir Henry Dobbs, I refrained from commenting on the suggestion, and 
said merely that I trusted that some arrangement would be come to, since I could not 
Dut recognise that the continuance of the present situation would do serious damage 
to‘our good relations. It had been my hope that the uew Minister would be able to 
restime those relations exactly as they had been left by Sir Perey Loraine. I begged 
His Majesty to discharge upon wy own head such indignation as he might feel; since 1, 
At Joast, was but a provisional item and was perfectly ready to act as scape-gost ¢ 

rmnestly trusted, however, that when Mr. Clive reached ‘Tehran he would find that 
the relations of confidence which His Majesty had maintained with the last Minister 
were not impaired, ‘The Shah was amused at this, and said that he bad been much 
bothered by suspicions, but that my visit bad done him good. He wanted to bo friends, 
but circumstances hind made itdifficult forhim. I again begged His Majesty not to 
yo affectod! by: details, but: to think only of the reasonable principles. Ilis Majesty 
then spoke of various incidental topics and the audience, which had lasted for two 
Hours, closed very harmoniously, 

Copies of this despatch are being sent to the Government of India and to His 
Majesty's High Commissioner for Ur 

Thave, & 
HAROLD NIGOLSON 





(B 6217/95/34 No. 145, 


Abs Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received Noveyiber s.) 


(No, 510.) 
Pelirnn, Uctober 23, 18 
{HAVE the lonour to transinit herewith copy of hutelligence Summary No. 2 
for th period ending the 16th Ootobir, compiled liv the military attaché to this 
Logition: 
Thave, &e 
HAROLD’ NICOLSON 


Euclosure in No. 149, 


Intelligence Summary No. 21 for the Period ending Ustober 16, 1 
(Seotet.) = 
Azerbaijan. 

‘Vhe Kurds of Western Azerbaijan, particularly the Harki and the Shekak, 
continued to be very active during the last week in September; mauy of the Chris 
villages were temporarily deserted by their iahabitants aud left, with crops standi 
to the Kurds, ‘The latter have hitherto contented themselves with raiding 
pillaging, and have avoided a serious encounter with Government troops, On the 
28th September they nade w coiparatively organised rid on the villages in the 
Urimia plain, but retired before a colusn sent out from Urumia, that didnot 
however, carry the pursuit into the bills On te night of the Ist-2nd October tliey 
made a daring raid on Salinas; about forty of them got into the town, creating 
immense ponie, aud did uiot retire till dawn, ‘The raiders had about fourteen 
castalties. 

2, Reinforcements frou Maku, Ardebil aud Sanj Bulagh have now reached the 
threatened fowns, Khoi, Salmas, Uramia, Ushnu, and since the Salmas exploit the 
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hostile Kurds liave been more circumspect. Bodies of tribal levies haye also been 
raised by Government from friendly. and Shahsevans, and are counter-raiding 
the hostile villages: Omar Khan, Simko's great rival, is energetically supporting 
Government, or, it would be more correct to say, Goveramont is giving rathor feeble 
support to Omar Khan. Except for a small detachment which has advanced very 
cautiously towards Gotur in support of Omar Khan's tribesmen, regular troops are 
confined practically to the towns and the main roads connesting thein. 

3. According to reports of the 10th October, which are passably reliable, the 
strength of regular troops in the areas affected was approximately 


In the Khoi-Salmas area a Sec e700) 
Inthe Urumia-Ushnu area... An + 1,000 


‘Tho irregular levies supporting Government probably do not exceed 1,200. 

4. Simko is estimated to have 1,000) to 1,500 men, ‘The latter figure is probably 
correct if the report is true that towards the end of Sept hho was joined by 400 
Kurds from Turkey. ‘The number of Harki actively hostile t0 Govermnent is not 
known at present, lut reports indicate that the Harki generally are lukewarm in their 
Support of Siniko, and one of their chiefs, Karim Khan, has already submitted. to 
Government 

4, ‘The origin of the present disturbance anjong the Kurds of Western Ax 
ig obscure. All reports agr tigators But with no apparent line 
of retreat—'Turkey is. ple ige; al Russa. would hardy weer to 
suit him-—it soenis that Sim t lave had some strong inducement) before. hie 
decided openlyto oppose Government. He may have been misled by Silarsed-Dowleh’s 
estimate of the extent to which his“ rebellion " further south would embarrass. the 
Persian Goverament, or he may have expected more active support from the Piahdar 
(seo paragraph 18 below). Or the measures which the Persian military authorities 
were forced to take to calm the panic that. was spreading from Khoi to Ushin, caused 
by the fear of what Simko might do, before ho did anything atall, may have precipitated 
«conflict. which Simko would very likely have proferred to postpone until Sula 
Dowleh was nearer Tehran or even Kermanshal, 

Tt now appears possible that Omar Khan inay fight and intrigie his way: imo 
Simko’s place and Simko become & fugitive, He is 40 hated and feared in Western 
Azorbaijan that Gh ent can count on thy support of all the nou-Rurdish and 
even some of the Kurdish inhab sit troops aro preferred, to Sinko, 
Goverment can afford to wait; snow will drive the Kurds into more accossitilo plices) 
and? meanwhile Government. conciliatory’ propaganda sand proibiges of aunnesty will 
detach some of Simko's supporters, 

Leatlets promising a fre univesty to all Kurds exeopt Sinko and hia personal 
shave been dropped f plane flying over the Kurdish villages, 
The theory is gaining ground in Azerbaijan that tho [Russians abe oneourasing 
i insurgency with tho ides of obstrioting the construction of the tad. froin 
bad (on Lake Urmia) to the Iraq frontier near Raye and the opening of the 
haijan-Rowandue trate route, 


More ever ineasures Have recently been taken by 
pendont Brigade against the brigands whio have been for some tim 
villagos of Fumen and Masuleh in Gilan, (See paragraph 7 of Summary 
‘These resulted a few encounters in which the brigands were worste: 
exception of the leader, Ibraltimy Khan, the principal members have been captured, 
the band has been dispersed: Several! of the cap ave been executed, 
one officer and two or three soldier deserters. 
9. Ibrultim Khan, in a recent wanifesto, claimed that. his organisation was 
directed only t those truifors who were assisting the British to gain possess 
of Persis. Tt was for this good work that he was exacting money and goods from the 


10. ‘The general olficer commanding the Northern Independent Brigue, who 

has been on leave in Korope (in Russia principally), bas returned to Resht and 
sumed command of the brigade, 

Three lighthouses are to be erected wlong the Persian shores of the Caspian, 


at Meshed-i-Sar and Farahabad, 


the Russians. 
115791) @ 


liey will presumably be constructed by. 





170 


Tehran. 


12, ‘Iwo orders recently issued seem to indicate @ lack of confidence in the 
troops. The first reduces the amount of pouch ammunition in the possession of the 
men from thirty to five rountls the second forbids the carrying of firearms by troops 
engaged in exercises outside the town: 

13, A peculisr agitation has recently been begun in the press against the Franch, 
which no doubt drays inspiration from Persian official sources. ‘They are accused of 
being no less imperialistic than the British and of having designs even on Persian 
Kurdistan, and it almost appears that they aro now suspected of supporting Salar-ol- 
Dowleh or Simko, or both, 

14, “the Chief of the General Staff returned from Azerbaijan to Tehran on 
the 17th, 

15, ‘The draft of tho Junkers contract for air services (see paragraph 8 of 
Summary No, 19) has again been returned by the Council of Ministers to the Ministry 
of Posts and Telographs for the revision of certain clauses, particularly those referriuse 
to the ongenisation of an aviation school in Tehran ; and it appears that agreement is 
still distant, 

16. A Japanese diplomatic mission, headed by Mr, Iwataro Uchiyuma, who is 
Said to he counsellor of Embassy at Constantinople, arrived in Tehran’ on. the 
1th Octo! 


Kurdistan, 


17. ‘There is no change in the military situation as regards the Salar-ed-Dowle 
rebellion, No active military operations are in progress. Salar-ed-Dowleb has been 
boasting of the support. he lias been promised by other Kurdish tribes, among which 
he has mentioned the Kalhur and the Siajabi. “This has naturally maile the Persian 
Goyernmiont suspicious of these two tribes, aud these suspicions hava. been, increased 
by a few attacks recently on travellers on the main Kermanshah-Kerind road, for 
which the Kalhur havo been blamed. 

Reinforcements have been despatched from Kermanshah to Kasr-i-Shirin 

18, In tho Sardasht-Sauj Buligh area there have been no new happenings: 
‘The Pizhdar have retired to the vicinity of tho frontior and to Lraq, and the majority 
of the Persian forces have been withdravn and sont to the Urumia-Salinus ar 


Mirza Suloiinan Khaw has heen appoiuted Governor-General of Isfahan in 
plide of Nasr-nl-Mnlk Hidayet, who lias been recalled to Tehran, 


Khiaistan, 


4), “Reports from a reliable source show that the coudition of the province is 
tinsitisfactory, ‘Uke date erop is not imore than 40 per cent. of normal; thete 4s much 
poverty, dhe to some extent to. thu tions of the military; and robbery is on the 
merease. ln spite of general discontent there is little fear of an organised rising, as 
the \rub tribes now lnek the necessary organisation 


W. A. K. FRASER, Mojor, L.A., 
Military Auaché 
Tehran, October 16, 1926. 
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Mr, Clive to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Receiced November 11.) 

(No, 233, 

(Pelegraphic,) Tehran, Nocember 11, 1926. 
TAH received me to-day und 1 presented letters, fis Majesty expressed 

desire for private conversation at an early date. 





[E 6324/64/34) 
Mr. Hoare to Sir Austen Chamberlain.—(Received November 15.) 


Sir, Constantinople, November 10, 1926, 
0, 503 of the 2ist September, 1 haye the 
hit ago 


On my arrival T found the: 
y half an hour we talked about 
the train s and the capital and other equally interesting topic 
4. When M. Wallenberg leit, I had some conversation with ‘Timour Tash which, 
had it been prolonged well beyond the normal hour for dinner, might. have proved 
s it was, the only definite statement of fact which T elicited was that 
sii had signed nothing during his stay in Moscow: 
Tegan the conversation by telling his Excellency that T was in Rossia during 
inings of the Bolshevik revolution, and that I liad always followed events in 
Russia with a good deal of personal interest, and T said that he’ had chosen an 
interesting moment to be there when the struggle between, the Government and the 
Opposition had reached an acute stage, Tinour Tash said that it had been quite 
g, and conveyed to mo as his personal impression thit these divergencies in 
party would never have tragic consequences, In a word, they all 
alised that they must * hold together or hang together 
He believed that the Soviet Government did want to reach a settlement with 
the outside world, and he believed that for all practical purposes Great Britain repre 
sented the outside world in the eyes of the Government icy wanted a settlement, 
but believed the obstacles in the way to be almost insuperably’ great 
J gradually brought the conversation round)to the question of his own mission 
He said that he went there partly to satisfy his own curiosity as to the 
state of the country, which he had known well before the war, and partly’ because it 
ingly urgent to reach a settlement with Russia on tari questions. At 
was the Anglo-Persian Tariff of 1920 and the Russo: Persian Tariff of 
ultaneous existe id it was only owing to the 
esty's Govert that an extremely difficult situa 
utterly anomaloi cl 4 existence of two tariffs, 
Some time ago a Russo: f Commission had heen assembled at Telirans it 
had accomplished nothing and the proceedings had been a jiu every poi 
raised had to be referred to Moscow, and six months elapsed before an answer w 
received, He had therefore been deputed to go to the fountain-head, He had sp 
thirty days at Moscow, and he had spent thirty nights from 10 rox. till 4 a,M. in 
Mi. Chicherin 
8. Conversations had revolved round the situation in North Persia As 1 was 
doubtless aware, the only ontlet for North Persian produce was Russia, thou 
nieastires—indicated with a sweep of the: hand—were und eration for 
remedying that state of affa He had told Chicherin that North Persia must find 
a market in Russia, to which Chi replied that Russia had no money sith which 
to buy Persian produce, Tinnonr Tash admitted that nobody’ could compel anybody 
else to buy, and Persia could not afford to buy from Russia unless Russia could by 
from her; and he thought there were two alternatives: firstly, to close the fronticn 
altogether; and the other, to arrange for an exchange of commodities, agricultural 
iplements, cotton goods, and so on, from Russia in exchange for Persian dried it 
id raw cotton 
9, At this point Timour Tash began to drift away into generalities, and before 
T could make any attempt to elicit from him what Chicherin said in reply, the 
Perstan Ambassador, who had remained out of the room, after saying good-bye to 
the Swedish Minister, returned, and the conversation lost any interest. whieh it 
possessed 
10. We touched on the “Asiatic Pact,” mainly in connection with the 
inventiveness of our local journalists. ‘Timour Tash was horrified at the words which 
had been put into his mouth on his first arrival here, and on his return from Angora 
he had told the journalists that, as they were so inventive, he had nothing whatscever 
to say to them, 
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Here swathed in bandages murmuring phrases of religious exhortation and popular 
Uberalism, Ho is too invetorate a demagogue not to relish and to exploit. the hyghly 
dramatic situation. in which he finds himself; and he well knows that the incident 
hay have important consequences. 

© | have.diready, in my despatch No. 455 of the 10th September last, indicated 
how the Gil Majlis liad reacted against the supreiacy of Modarres imagining, that 
he was but an agent of the Shah. ‘The former lias of lite: succeeded in. regaining a 
argo portion of his influence by adopting an arrogantly domocratic attitude and: in 
recent speech he stated baldly that he for his part sould oily eupport the Shah 
80 long as His Majesty acted consti ly. He has also been at pains to make it 
Glear that he will cause the Majlis to reject any undesimble agreements which 

feymourtiche may conclude at Moscow, ‘Tlie recent attack upon him will, uf course, 
enormously increase his influence and his prostig 

The pear to have acted with scant wisdom in dealing with this 

incident. ‘They arrested! two persons who have since been shown to have had io 

connection with the assault, aud: they allowed the actual assailant to escape, ‘They 

policeman had been shot dead in trying to defend Modarres, but the 

tht anyone eame to his assistauce, wernmenthave been obliged 

der of the police tanyth, ‘The press then 

sy and insisted that the hody of the murdered poltceman be 

Produced, “The police lave countered by suppressinie one newspaper and hy forbilline 

the rest to make any further iuention either of the iuriered. policeman or of the 

assault itself, 

4 [tis not surprising that these maouy 
suspicion iat the attempted murder wus instigated hy f of the poli 
tinder orders from the Shah. Another yersion is that it was the [uss 
Conttived this metlod of securing the ratification of the Fisheries Agreement. It ie 
Houbttul whether the wholo truth will evr be known, hut tho impottunt, fact is f 
publio opinion is widely-a H that both, the Russians and the Shah are 
Auspeoted of having instigated tho murder. ‘These suspicions 
hitherto Intent hostility hetywoun the and the Sover 
‘constitutional crisis which has long heen impending, 

5, Meanwhile, the Governnient of MostiuficuleMun iuselyes: ina 
Position of considerable difficulty, — Vossuq-ed-Dowloh, as Minister of Justice, in ig 
Particular faced with a highly awkward dilemma, He told me confidentially, to-dae 
that the mayistrato charged with tho investigations hiad come to him this mong 

Hl the evidences showed thut the attempted iiurder was the work of the 
‘The fact that the police stand in a specinlle intimate 
ndors further investigation highly daygorous. On the other linnd, the M 

ane fuel excited cul are insisting on the fullest investigation andl publiity. - Voseug 
chidently: Hopedl that the Shab) who, shies his return front an excursion in Mazanderace 
haw Teen at pains to disassociate himself fom the incident, will persinde the Deputies 
Yo ndopt a teak indigoreet.attitnde. Sliould ‘hie fail to do'so, it is probable that the 

Cabinet will resign rather-thint fue the necessity of pressing the randal any. further 
G. A copy of this despatch is beitig. sent to the Governmeat. of and to 

josty's Acting High Comusissionor for Iraqi Bastar 
Thave, &e. 
HAROLD NICOLSON 





{B 6469/4029/34 | No. 151 


Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Receiced November 2: 
0. 530.) 
Vehran, November 3, U 

\ my despatch No. 489 of the bth October Thad the honotir to inform you that 
the Administrator-Genoral of Finances Jud indicated to me that he was-about totake 
somo definite action of a nature substan ally to advance the affairs of the Sheikh of 
Mobammerah, He has now addressed to Sheikh Khazal the letter, of which a transla- 
tion is enclosed herein. ‘Nhe comnnunication-appears at first sizht to be of a negative 
ud even disagreeable charwcter, 1 fict admits the right of the sheikh to such 
properties as he las himself purchased or has developed out of his atu terme 
Br Aiispaigh as thus a etek fully kept the promises which he gave me, and U have 
written to him privately to express my thanks 
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Tvisited the sheikh yesterday, expecting, as usual, to find him in a mood of 
obstinate despair. I was pledsed, however, to discover that he had realised what an 
important advance this letter represented, and that he was prepared to answer it iu a 

ble manner. He promised that lie would not despatch tis roply without my 

ig firstapproved of the terms. I think ho was relieved and pleased by the partial 
success of our efforts on his behalf, although when he has recovered from his pleasant 
surprise, he will doubtless become less manageable and conciliatory 

3. Udo not wish to exaggerate the value of the admissions now obtained, It 
‘must always be romembered that the military are in actual possession of the properties 
and that it will require a definite order from the Shah to turn thom out But 
Dr. Millspaugh’s letter should at. least relieve the sheikh's immediate anxieties, and 
should furnish a firm working basis for further negotiations. Meanwhile. it iy a 
pleasure for mo to report that Sir P. Loraine’s untiring efforts on the sheikl's behalf 
have at least produced some definite result. I can only rogret that this harvest, meagre 
though it be, was only garnered after his departure. 

A copy of this despatch and of its enclosure is being sent to His Majesty’s Acting 
High Commissioner for fraq. 

Thave, &e, 
HAROLD NICOLSON, 


—— 
nolosure in No. 151 
Copy of Official Letter to Sheikh Khazal from the Ministry of Finance, 


(Translation,) Teliran, 3rd Aban Mah, 130 

Hi Excellency Sheikh Khazal Khan, (October 26, 1926 
THE Ministry of Finance regrets the delay which has ocourred in the sotloment 

of your case, but must point out that the delay has been mostly du to your own failans 

in producing the original firmans. You are ther ted to produce the original 

of the said tirmans for due examination ii this \ hin w poriod which should 

not extend over four month 
Tmorder that settlement of you case be begun, tho Ministry of Financo 

(68 10 you its viuwws :— 


1 Your interference in certain regions, expecially the cities of Mohanineral, 
ery and. should be definitely discontinued. In future, you 
nnot have jurisdiction in any way over theso cities anid other small cities, 
cept in your personally-owned lands, buildings and rentals constructed 
you, whether such buildings aro for your personal use or leased by. you 

¥ accord wports received, extended your interference over the 

port of Mashoor, whereas the said port hns been ceded ta tho late Hussein 
Ghuli Khan Nizam-es-Salt: ih, aud afterwards, in the year 1323, taken 
back from hin, and the region of Ali-Kassir and the villago of Shahool, 
in Dizful, was given to him in exchanyo, as per special frman.  Theretore 
your interference or claim of ownership of the port of F cannot. be 
Considered valid unless you are able to produce original of a firmin of 
cession to yourself, dated after 1323. Any interference in the port of 
of stich a firman, ix the right of the Government 


} ‘The position taken by th ce as regards the collection of taxes 
of the regions of Ba izoh is tho sainv as that adopted and 
in way of execution in other provinces, ie, that tax Iueediton ( bya= 
jamie”) should be discontinued and taxes collected directly by the Ministr 
‘Therefore no ono except the Goverument can have any interforonco 
collection of the taxes regarding Bani-Toroff and Howeizeh, 

4+ You will have authority, according to the existing Jaws, upon all lands improved 
by you before or after the cession thereof, provided you should pay the tax 
hereinbelow stipulated. In the caso of such cultivablo lands which are 
still in this date barren, the Ministry of Finance will take proper decision, 

. "The Ministry of Finance is prepared to discuss the inatter with you in view. of 
determining in each of the ceded localities which you have improved a fair 
share of the revenues for the Government witli dite consideration of your 
tax arrears. 
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6. In connection with your Excellency’s palm trees, the Ministry of Finance 
expects to receive a cash share, not less per cent, of the net 
revenues derived. 

As to all) private properties which you may possess, or which yon may have 
purchased (except ceded domains) tax will be levied according to the 
Revision Law and in conformity with reasonable arrangements for your 
Excelleney's arrears of taxes 

The Ministry of Finance makes it a point of importance to state that in all 
Fogions, whether ceded or private. property, the collection of taxes is the 
sole privilege of the Ministry, and that therefore interference of individuals 
in the collection of taxes, whether direct or indirect, wil be ille 

he foregoing aro the: principal points on which the Ministry of 
wance has taken a decision. It is hoped that your Excellency will 
co-operate in carrying ont this decision, 

As to the revenues of the real estates aud properties which you may have 
purchased, the Ministry of Finance, in case you co-operate promptly in 

tying Out this decision, will havo no. iuterference in atch properti 
except collection of taxes, and you are’ at liberty to collect the revenues 

you may deem advisable. 
Dr. A, C, MILESPAUGH 

(Seal of the Ministry of Binanes.) 





| E 6470/6470/34) No. 
Mr Nicolson to Sir Austen Chambertain,—(Reegtced Norember 23) 

(No. 531) 
Sin Tehirat, November 4, 1926, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit’ to you herewith Ue accompanying memoran 
dun) prepared by Mx. HLM. G. ebb, third secretary to this Legation: on the nature 
‘nd prospects of the so-called Socialist movement in Persin. Me. Jebh has devoted 
thuch time. and energy to the examination of this question and I consider his state 
Ments dud conclusions to fie well considered and convinein 

2) UE Would wish in partictlan to draw your attention to the eonsiderations he 
advances to show thitt the so-called Socialist tnovement is not, in effect, based upon 
ny very logical social doctrine, but is largely wtendency assumed by: the younger ead 
moro advanced Nationalists. Inso fin as theso people believe in the Soviet closane 
Of the liheration of Eastern nations they will doubtless be expiosed to. Rusetin 
Inffuonce, but it is interesting: to observe that it is thoir Nationalist, yather than 
their economic, convictions which lead them in the direction of Mo. Th 
Seems 10 reason why, with a Little diserest eneouriygentent- on our pai 
not look with oven greater confidence 16 ourselve: 

8. Copivs of this despatch and of its enclosures are being sent to the Foreign 
Seorotary to the Government of Tnilin and to His Majesty's Avting Hial Conan 
sioner for Iraq 


they sho) 


T have, a 
HAROLD NICOLSON 
Enolosure in No, 192 


Mentorandiim respecting the Socialist Movement in Per 


TH the title of this memorandum is rather -vague it is because the subject is 
tecise, Socialism "” in) Persia connotes an idea, but by uo meausa verv delinit 
idea. Tt is the purpose of this ¥ per £0 analyse the various and somatinies rather 


conflicting emotions which the word Socialism "arouses in the Persian tind, aint 
if possible, to estimate to what extent these emotions constitute a definite, fp 
Persian polities of to-da For reasons of clarity it is proposed to divide the 
question into three sections under the headings of.” The 

“ Communism and Land Reforn nd“ Russian Cnfluence,”” th 

three main aspects of the problem; and, should it be thou it; in the two tinal 

sections, subjects and) arguments-are introdiiced: which ate not strictly. relative to 
thie main thesis, it is hoped that this will be excused as part of an effort to wet te the 
jottomn of the tnatter and to depict as accurately as possible the state of Pe 
advanced "” political thought. 
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(A)—The Socialist Party, 

When the “Socialist party” as such came into being cannot be said with 
certainty. In the Fourth Majlis (the 22nd June, 1921-the 22nd June, 1923), an 
ill-defined and not very homogeneous group of about thirty or forty. members were 
Yaguely known as the “ Democrats.” “Generally speaking, these Democrats repre- 
sented reformist tendencies approximating to a“ Young Persia” movement, and 

old régime —in other words, the large landowners and 
of the old school. Occasionally they Were referred to as 
ly, and with more regard to certain members, as 
consistent object of their attacks was the group which, for want of a 
y be called the “ Conservative under the leadership 
‘of Sayyid Hassan Mudarres and Prince Firuz; and especially towards the end of 
the Majlis! term they usually represented a majority of the eighty odd Deputios 
present and were the support of more than one of the various Cabinets that followed 
each other with kaleidoscopic rapidity during this period, More especially, they 

were the mainstay of th: of Mustaufi-ul-Mamalek (February-June 19: 
nent among this group, though hardly to he described as a leader, was one 
man Mirzt,* and possibly second to him in influence was Mirza Muhammad 
‘dig Tabatabai, now Persia massadon at Constantinople, It was the common 
Leliet—perhaps not altogether borne out by: the facts—that the group, was in the 
main pro-Russian; but it is probable that they were only pro-Russian in the sense 
that they were anti-English, At all events, they seem to have been looked on with 
the Soviet Legation; which was still reaping the benefits of the fact that 
glish in Persia were identified in the public mind as the allies of the more 

ary of the greater landlords. 

Sometime in the spring of 1923, however, a much more definite group appears to 
have, heen formed under the leadership of Suletinnn Miva, ta the eoreutecen at 
which the Soviets took more interest and very probably supplied funds. ‘This 
the so-called “ Ijtamaioun “—variously mae as“ Socialist '’ and “ Com: 
munist,’” which comprised some half-dozen Deputies and a munber of outside 
members. A club was started in which meetings were held and a certain amount of 
Propaganda Was maintained, ‘This was the foundation of the." Socialist 
Organisation which existed until recently, About the same time branches of te 
*Titamaioun seem to hiye been established ini most of the big towns, such’ as 
Tabriz, Kerman, Kermanshab, Shiraz, Meshed and Resht. At Resht, espec 
Where Russian iniluence naturally predominates, the cluly seems to have been mo 
or Tess controlled by the Bolsheviks, who supplied | A. programme 
(° Maram as circulated and an labora ieral Organisation " 
( Nizamnameh”) was drawn up. ‘The programme, of which a short summary is, 
attached, ¥ Ikable document, but is interesting as showing the 
political creed which the Socialists of to-day profe opt, It is obviously: based 
on some Enropean scheme intended) for an industrialised nation, and takes hardly 
any regi the * Agriculture” section) fa cial needs of the country 
to which it is supposed to apply. ‘The word "' peasant” hardly occurs; and it is 
Perhaps significant that no mention is made of the suppression of landlords, unos 
this can be implied from the vague talk of abolition of capitalism and uprooting of 
the old régime, Equally no mention is made of the Capitulations, unless, as mayb 

is comes under the heading of the struggle to be waged against “ Imperialisin 
‘This isall the more remarkable in that the prog ‘of the ival party (formed 
in July 1923 under the leadership of Dayer) makes the abolition of the Capitilations 
one of its main planks. For the rest, most of the reforms proposed are admirable in 
Uicory, some are perfectly impracticable, and others are already in force. ‘The 
“ General Organisation ” is an even more theoretical document than the programme. 
Tt appears to have been literally translated from some European model, and concerns 
itself with such problems as the control of funds, the composition of committees and 
the various duties of members, &c., all of which occupies some-fifty.six pages of 
Persian print, In the opinion of 4 well-informed member of the present Majlis 
these regulations were the work of nd Tabatabai, who, it is alleged, 
wrote them more or less at the dictation of Russian Communists, But if this 
indeed the case, it is curious that no greater emphasis was laid on Communist 
principles. Be this as it may, a definite party had been formed; and Suleiman 
Mirza was soon in trouble with the priests for publicly urging a restriction of 
clerical influence. 

* Of whom: & shirt biography ix appenited. 
[15791} 
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In spite of the considerable doubt concerning the extent to which the Russians 
aided the new group, it seems fatrly clear that funds and support were available to a 
fear uit Gxtent during the period of the elections to the Fifth Majlis, which ultimately 
met on the 11th February, 1924. At the same time a rather unexpected ” eirenikon 
took place in June 1823; when Suleiman Mirza and Tabatabai came to the Legation 
and agreed, if not to co-operate in any way with the British, at any tate to tegurd 
British policy with less suspicion than hitherto. Subsequently Suleiman Mires took 
office as Minister of Education in the first Cabinet of Reza Khan (the 29th October), 
Which included several ‘advanced ” (Democrat) members, and which Was (quite 
Taw) expected to be energetic and retormist. ‘Though triendly with the Legation 
it cannot be said th filled any hopes which may have been placed on him, 
Tis tenure of office seems, indeed, to hiave been a total failure, chielly for the reason 
that he was quite unable, as a Minister, to curry out the nu p 
had made as a demagogue; and he was also/accused hy his suppo 

tutocratie "” and “tyrannical,” Before the Fifth Majlis met he had resigne 

Whether or not Russian money was expended on’ the elections to the Fifth 

lis Js not known, Rumour says that it was; but rumour in Persia is even less 
dependable than elsewhere, In any case, some fifteen Deputies were elected whe 

ould vaguely be called *Socialist,”” of whom about. ten. w 
Tjtamaioun,’’ Of th 
Sardar Mot 

Lia. 


bout five Deputies; 
exercised a greater influence i ‘uz-Mudarres group. In 
th publican movement, thongh 
particular love of Reza Khan. “At any 
ol summer of 1925 the latter played his master-stroke by winning 
over the ConservativeNationil group and taking Prince Firuz into his Cabinet 
preparatory to climbing to supreme power on his shoulders and those of Mudarres, 
WE was clear that the Sockalists were in danger of losing sich influence ss they 
possessed: | Mudarres and Firuz had perforce to. acquiesce in the dynastic 
revolution, but they had some satisfaction when the elections of 1926 yent-2as was 
indeed natural with the full force of the military applied in one direction 
in favour of thom and their friends. The elections were, in fact, a disistr tor the 
Soctilists, Of the little “ {jtamaioun ” group of the Fifth Majlis, only Asstt 
Englab (the © Eve of Revolution”) renained: and the Democrat allies were largely 
Kent, ‘The Eve of Revolution himself (\vho takes his imposing title, by which he ts 
Universally known, froma paper whieh he edited some ye 
soine ability and a friend of Dashti, the editor of the " Shatagl-i-Surkhe 
hardly be blamed if he has recently joined, for-voting: purposes, the ' Mustaghel 
(ec: ) party, leaving the” Tjtamaioun "at present quite unre;resented in 
the Majlis, 

At the momont, then, the Socialists do not count in olficial polities, and the 
recent deci en by the party to the effect that they would" adopt pacific 
Policy, and had no desire to enter into active political contests,’’ may be sid. to 
have been a discreet one. ‘The rumour, however, woos that His Imperial Majesty. 
furious with the recent attacks on him by Mudarres, is regrettin ce of 
Socialists in the Majlis, and is talsingg-steps to have one or twi elected f 
constituencies which have not yot been filled up. ‘This is as may be: but it 
certainly not, tinprobable that the setback to the advaniced parties is only temporary, 
and that in the next Majlis they may be fully represented again, In the meantime, 
Suleiman Mirza is concentrating, his activities on the running of a co-operative shop 
in the buznar, which is also tsed as a meeting place of his adherents, It is reported 
that this shop has special facilities in regard to Russian goods, aud this may tell Le 
the case 

‘To. what extent their recent reverse has affected the position of the Socialist 
in the country it is dificilt to say. As has Leen noticed, there is nothing very 
much in the party programme which could not he subscribed to by the majority of 
Democrats, and in spite of its organisations it is probable that the “ Ijtamaioua 
does not represent anything like a distinct body of opinion. Further, its actual 
influence is almost certainly very small. Even in Tabriz, the home of the 
«Advanced "Persian, its prestige ts insignificant, and this may be taken as being 
the case in all the other big:towns of Persia. The fact that Islamic Law upholds the 
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Principle of private property, which it is understood that “ Socialism” attacks, 
enough to dissuade a considerable number of “ Democrats "from subscribing to its 
tenets out of fear of the priests. It is pethaps characteristic that in Khuzestan 
Where alone industry on a modern scale exists in Persia—there is no branch of the 
Party. But if “ Socialism "” is taken to include not ouly the Socialists proper, but 
also the Nationalistic Democrats, and. fusion of all these tendencies would not seem 
in impossibility in spite of the religious difficulty, then it represents a very 
considerable force, and one in which good elements are by no means absent, It is 
perhaps noteworthy that Sir P. Loraine was of the opinion in dune 1993 (on the 
‘occasion of his meeting with Sul za) that: "here is more worth to be 
found among the Nationalists and ts than in any other group of publi 
i”; and these words would seem to be as true to-day as when they were written, It 
clear that the young men who go to the ° Ijtamafoun ” do not eare particularly 
bout Socialism as we understand it; Int it is probable that some of them cure 4 
good deal abou ming Persia, and this is a sentiment which, other things being, 
equal, and in face of the fact that a large Propeition of the Persian youth are Sul 
iu the light of which crved all mundane reformists appear as pale gesticuluting 
shadows, deserves in itself to he supported and enconraged 


(B)-Communism and Land Reform, 


1c is now everywhere apparent that the original Soviet plan of converting, all 
astern n—if indeed iv ever really existed—hay proved a 
complete failure, Only in ‘Turk antal people be said to have adopted 
4 form of Communist Goyeruient, and in Turkestan, though information is scanty, 
it seems that the régime is in ho Way more communistio than at preseut in force in 
Russia proper, while the old theory of Russian colonisation beyond the Caspian lives 
on in the form of imported commissars and higher officials, Liv Persia this failure is 
Perhaps more obvious than anywhere else. ‘The number of Persians who know any. 
thing of Communist doctrine could probably be counted on the fingers of one hind 
(though it must. in tairness be admitted that one young Porsian well kiowit to the 
Le lentally an intelligent and) sober employee of a British company —is 
Well able to sustain au argument on the subject); while the nuniber of” those’ thut 
believe in the religion of Marx may without undue tushness be described as, ail 
Tr is true that the Soviets appear still to be applying in a rather desultory’ fashion 
to Persia the system of propaganda based’on the formation of" cells,” buv it is to 
the doubted if these cells serve any purpose beyond that of the propagation of Russian 
influence—a very different thing to the spredd of Cominnnist doctrine. ‘This uspect 
Will in any case by considered ii the next seetion.  Commuisin, to sunt up, b 
a pure product of Western ism, is highly unnatural in only. semi 
industrialised Russi al in almost entirely unindustrialised 
Persia. But, granted that communistic theory hus no chance of taking root in 
Persia, would it not yet be possible, it may be asked, given a favourable ‘opportunity. 
to bring about, by using its name, a change corresponding to the central fact of the 
Russian revolution, that is, the seizure of land by the peasants! Is there, in fact, 
any chanee of the transformation of Persia int a State onthe lines of that vast 
agglomeration of smallholders which is the Russia of to-day, aud of the elimination 
one stroke of the Furman Farias and the Sipahdars and the more‘or less corrupt 
antocracy which they represent, and! which. Tie present Imperial Majesty 
infortitniately, and in spite of his great centralising labours, at the moment represents 
post of allt” Te must bo admitted tin the chines of ar such movement occurring 
Ppear to be extraordinarily remote, ‘The landlord is’ at the moment. an almost 
totally unquestioned institution in Persia. Perhaps it may be said that he was 
largely. unquestioned, at least by the bulk of the people, in Russia before the 
revolution. ‘This may be so; but there would seem to exist between the Persian and 
the old Russian landowner a difference of kind as well as of race, Tn Persia landlords 
are, it is true, scarcely exemplary. ‘The following note occurs in the “Military 
Report on Tehran and Adjacent Provinces of North-West. Persia,” compiled 
Iw Captain LS. Fortescue (1920), and is borne out by conerete instances thraughont 
the Hook: © The landlords are a class of oppressive parasites, putting nothing into 
the land and devouring the lions’ share of the produce, ‘They are often abscntoes, 
and squander in the towns the money extracted by their agents (' mubashin’) from 
the toiling peasantry. In parts of the plateau section the harvest is divided into 
five shares, for the land, for the water, for the seed, for the oxen which plough, for 
the labour, The first three are usually the property of the landlord, the last two 
fisz91y 2 
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of the peasantry... . Landlords frequently obtain more than their legitimate 
shure, and in addition to this rent take fruit, poultry, cheese, fuel, de. © Te 
4s possible that this picture is slightly overdrawn, but the evils aré undeniable. At 
the same time there is nothing exotic about the Persian landowner. Most do uct 
Possess sullicient ready cash to enable them to spend their time on the Riviera, and, 
av all events, only those who have been editcated in Europe would care to do co, 
Ath the proportion of landowners who spend most of the year in the big towne 
returm, for the most part, to their estates after the harvest, in order to supervise 
Feu, the collection of revenue, Anyone who has stayed in a Persian village 
during this petiod cannot fail to be struck by the simple and patriarchal st 
Which the old-fashioned landowner (and most are old-fashioned) lives when tthe 
Forte ne a ey «tle apparent respect in which the villagers hold him. - Cay 
Fortescue himself admits that ° the feudal conception of obedient subimiesion th che 
Seana As ftill very strong among the peasantry.”” ‘The peasant, in fact, requires 
ext to nothing, he has always hid siext to nothing, and, normally, the landewae 
ponsents to allow him to remain in possession of next to nothing-—by’ which is meant 
his bare subsistence, his religion and his dire , theretore, the Persian 
lundiord may be suid. to be about as natural "a phenomenon asa tree, tle ie part 
of the economy of a country’ in which every sort of abuse is rampant, atid se tong 
a4 thie country continues in auiything like its present state of development and 
educaition, itis probably that he will remain. 

In ease. however, it should: be thought that the situition in the north-west 
Provitices, where the effect of Russian example may be assumed to he tos 
th any way different, it is interesting to note the views of the actin 
at Tiibria,, © ‘There is,"” he writes, * little or no economic discont 
You mean among the peasantry, and a * peasants’ revolt Tn my 
i ipefienee no soil is more diflcult for the theoretical Socialist (or Communist) to 
lull than the Persian peasantry, aud the Azerbaijani, T imagine, is even more datheart 
to indoctrinate than his hrotfcrs elsewhere ie Bet Last winter, with its grain 
shortage, was inndoubtedly a serious matter for the peasant in every. provinesSeith 
the exception of Azerbaijan, whore a surplus was enjoyed. ‘The Reema tone 
anny hit this province Imurd and w certain unrest may have heen engendered, bute re 
a Very far ory to a general upheaval springing from some powerful intellectual 
conviction, ‘The peasant is a vonservative-minded creature, and. ie incapable of 
Understanding the simplest statement of the Socialist dosteit 

{e seoms probable that, on the whole, this judgment syould apply: equally to the 
Caspinn provinces; though here the Jangali insurrection of 19-34 may possibly: be 
urged in oppositic The Jangalis did, it is true, conduct an ant ndlord 
Gunprign fo a certainiéstent, Following. eomplaiuts on the part of peasants, they 
‘actually seized the Amin-ed-Dowle ige landlord, atid extracted a large ransom, 

Pate gett wases they forced oppressive Gilaut landowners to. disgonge 
Fable sums. But it, mist be remembered that the Jangalt movement eee 

primarily religious and patriotic. Its main tiotive fores way hatred of the Russivns 
or rather, of Imperial Russia; and if it was anticlandlord in tendency time ans 
incidental rathor than natural, and part of a yoneral desire for reform aad tote 
Justice, Indeed, the definitely nationalistic sentiment of the inhabitants, tr spite 
of theln economic separation from the test-of Persia and the great poverty oft ete 
Bren the lions, Gut strikes the casual visitor to Mnzanderan, It i curious to pres 
over the Blburz and to find, in another world from the point of view af vegetation 
and landscape, the same mentality, the same songs, the sume rather pathetge cei 
‘as on the deserts of the platewit. “Tt is also difficult to believe that a ‘thing in the 
quluce of a peasants’ revolt will take place in a provitice which, ut any rte ueed 
the opening this year of the Sari road, was, perhaps alone among Persiny, provinces, 
still existing in the purest tradition of Haji Babs 

{1 then, such a revolt is extromely unlikely in Northern and North-Western 
Feraia, {Ets even more unlikely in the west, the south and the east, where once so 
facts of country the tribal systein still prevails, if not in its original force (except in 
Baluchistan) yet as a very distinct and Te may be assumed that the 
ideal of every. tribe is complete independence from any authority, aed though they 
have now been brought for the most part more or less under the eosirel af the Central 
Government, it may be taken for granted that no measure of land teforn is Tow 
to take place in districts in which their influence is predominant J 

Communism, then, is of practically no importance in Persia, Any kind of 
Pansante Tayolt is. to say the least, improbable. It remains to considey tenchoe 
extent Soctaltein and Communism are bound up with Russian influence 


is] 


(C.) Russian Influence 


If the majority of Persians were asked to define the main tendeney of Petsian 
Pocialists, they would very probably. reply ‘“pro-Russian,"” this almost. certainly 
being the general impression pre y. Is it necessarily a correct one? 
Not perhaps in the sensé that the Socialists either really believe in Russian ideas, or 

they particularly admire the Russian character, But a full answer to ‘the 
question needs rather more elaboration. 

the Soviets correctly believe that an en like of the West and an 
sXasperating need of following Western principles are the chief motive force in 
Eastern politics to-day. They see their way towards a position of great strength as 

leader of the East by offering the Oriental what he feels he must have, namely, 
Western science, without forcitig him to acknowledge a hated Western superiority, 
But the extent to which they can carry out this policy would seem to depend, in tho 
first place, on the nieasure to which they are prepared themselves to break with the 

West, and, in the second, on the measure to which they are willing to moderate 
their own expansionist and colonising ambitions sia their policy is at once 
hindered by the fact. that, owing to the country not having yet to any extent come 
within the orbit of Western civilisation, the dislike of thins Western, coupled with 
7 basion for emulation, has not attained any great proportions, and belped by the 
fauility with which the Persian is apt to attribute to, outside influences, such as 

Tuperialisin,” the pitiful state to which he hns descended as the result mainly oi 
Ins own utter supineness when faced with the necessity for accommodating hiniself 
to new conditions: On this weakness the Soviets do not hesitate to play with the 
Nholearmoury of discreditable methods, in the use of which they appear to he past 
miasters 

In the face of this situation, the Persian mind, which, with all its defects, is 
subtle, and indeed acute, appears to struggle (if this is not a ridiculous verb to ose 
When speaking of the Persian mind) betWeen two conilicting ideas, On the one 
Hand, there is an hereditary and ingrained suspicion of the Russian, based on an 
experience of the past, and a sneaking belief that, after all, Bolshevik and ‘Tsarist 
penetration—whether economic or _political—at much alike; resultin 
wbmately, in the case of the Bolsheviks, in the importation of foreigners to direct 
the machinery of Government. ‘This notion is, it is true, particularly obnoxious to 
large landowners, who feel that-their revenues might in this last case be dim 
bat it almost certainly exists ton greater ot a less degree in the minds ofall Bethe 
Wt is also the idea which is almost always paraded by meibers of most classes and 

speaking with a European or Ameri But it is none the le 
f senuine belief in most eases, so far as it goes, anid the extent to whieh it go 
depends very largely on the Bolsheviks themselves, Joined to it in: some casen ig 
the theory—perhiaps the rather pathetic. and intellectual theory-—that te 
Ira (which is, if we may believe the Comte de Gobineau, the same word as 
Ary vat Facial connection with the West; that he is, to put it bluntly, « cut 
hove such creatures as the Semite or the Turk, or even the sdmi-Ta arised Slay, 
This theory is possibly not very widely held, but in go far as it coincides with that 
rather elusive, but ery definite, thing, Persian patriotism, it may be counted as a 
force. ‘Though we have embraced Mahometanisin,”” a recent speaker in the Majlis 
is reported to have said, ** we have never adopted Arabian civilisation,’ 

But, on the other hand, there is the often unspoken, and perhaps sometimes 

Consciousness that there exists something in common between’ the 
ental in general and the Russian, ‘The Russian, or at any rate the revolutionary 
Russian, does not feel superior. He has often Western culture and. Western 
technique, but itis, as it were, assimilated. Can it be, asks the Persian, that Russia, 
having, ws it seems, broken with the West, is indeed the champion of the East? 
Ailopt Western methods, and even ideals, we infortunates regrettably anual: but 
Pint if we were to do so without having to endure an insufferable Western tutelage’ 
How admirable if we were enabled to do so under the ore of a powerful and, above 
aul, sympathetic ally] Professor Rabindranath ‘Tagore has recently declared. that 
there exists an afimity between the Russian and Indian “souls.” It will not do, on 
the strength of un isolated context, to attempt ito pin the professor down with 
definitions. But it does seem that by these words he was calling attention to wn 
impértant, if only obscurely compreliensible, truth. To a lesser degree, perhaps, 
words would'seem to apply to Persia as well as to India 
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Tehran, November 4, 19 
the honour to report that on the 20th October | was indirectly informed 
Majesty's consul at Koriianshah intended to arm the Persian ghulams who are 
to replace the Indian cavalry escort which has been sent back to India, Twas warned 
that the Persian Government would probably object to this, and T accordingly addressed 
to Mr. Cowan the instru h form the first enclosure to this despatch. My 
hope ¢f being able to avoid by this means an awkwarl question of principle was 
dashed by the receipt Ways liter of categorical note from tho Ministry for 
Foreign “Affairs demanding the removal of all Indian sowars from Persia, ‘Uhe 
translation of this note is also enclosed, 

©, On receiving this note 1 at once visited the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
informed him that |'was unable to aecept it. Tn the first place, the note was couch 
in terms go categorical ax 10 be almost offensive. In the second place, I resented the 
fact that, such i note: should be addressed to the Leva i few days before the 
arrival of n new Minister, And, iu the third place, ot possibly. sod such 
note to my: 
ontirely false iipression of the attitude of the Porsian Goverument, We bad 
vr own initiative withdrawn the troops from. the gulf; of our own initiative we had 
withdrawn the escorts from Ispalian, Kermanshab, ‘Tabriz aus Hamadan; and the 
oly, rettim we got for such gestures of friendliness was any impolite and. most 
indefensible request for more, Teould tell tho. Minister that to such note the only 
answer cold be the most categorical of negatives. Was it really his desire tus to 
Taito questions of principle in au embittered forso, without even giving me the chance 
OF seeing how, far we could meot the Persian Government in an amicable anda 
sonable spicit 
3, Hi Hxeellenoy: said tat He disliked the aloto himself; that it wa 
Which ho would novor have sent had he heen his own anaster. ‘The deapateh o 
note had beon imposed upon hin by the Highest Quarters; hie eonld scarcely ask the 
HMighost’ Quarters to take it baok. 1 refrained from countering his arguments by any 
references to constitutional procedure, but told hit that if His Majesty had sont gue 
note I regretted that His Majesty would receive no reply. [for my part would reg 
the note as “nul et non avenu,” aud {should record that fact in the archives of the 
Legation, 1 hegged i Honey, however, to assist me in plicing the discussion on 
tore reasonable basis ; Thad hoped to avoid raising this question, but it had boon 
raised, I thought most unvieoly, by the Persian Goverament themselves. Had hie 
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iment, who would derive therefrom what I filt would. be a 




































































Hxcelleney aproached me orally in the matter T could, 1 think, ave convinced hit 
firstly, that these Indian escorts were a necessity, and, secondly, that the Legation 
were ready to rendor their prosenco in Persin as little galling aw possible te: the 


‘aniourspropre of the. Por 









Twould have boon prepared, for instan 
been properly approach commend for your favourable conside 
Tndinn sowars should eutiy arms only within the precincts of the Logati 
Or when accompanying the Minister or consuls on tour. As it was, 
ryceived destroyed all. Hope of any amicable and sensible comproinise 

4, Ali Quit Khan begged me to. consider his difficulties. He simply did not 
{lave to withdraw the note ancl say no more about it. Would Tbe prepared to accept n 
“note explivativo” which would be drafted by the Persian Forvisgn Office in ends 
manner as not to cause offence? T said that this depended upon how tho new note 
was worded and upon what it asked. Towas perfectly prepared to consiler euch 
A note—but could wot bind nysolf, and still less Mr. Olive, to aecapt it 

5, His Excolleney thereupon undertook to draft a “note supplimentaire ot 
explicativo,’ and expressed the caraest lope, that it would not prove unacceptable, 
1 answered that this would be for Mr. Clive to decide, Meauvhile, Lhave thonght i 
Well, by this messenger, to inform you of the earlier stages of what L fear may become 
8 tiresome controversy, 

6. Copies of this tespatch are boing sent to the Government of India aud His 
Majesty's Acting High Commissioner for lraq, Bagilad, 

Thave, &e. 
HAROLD NIGOLSC 
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Enclosure 1 in No: 153 





Mr. Nicolson to Consul Corcan (Kermanshah). 
(No. 86) 
Bir, Tehran, October 20, 1926, 

A REPORT has reached the Ministry for Foreign Affairs that it is your intention 
to arn the Persian ghulams you are engaging to replace your Indian escort, It ia 
Probable that th Persian Government would object to this, and as important principles 
are involved which it is desirable should await the consideration of Mr. Clive, it is 
inadvisable that any pretext should be given for raising: tho question, 

1f you do in fact. propose to arm your ghulams you should refrain from doing 

80 lintil further instructions. 





























Tam, &, 


HAROLD NICOLSON, 


Enelosu 





2in No, 153, 









Copy in Translation of a Note from the Persian Minist 


Jor Fora 
Majesty's Chargé d’Agfaires, dated Mehro 30, 1 


mn Affairs to His 
(Cctober 2 


19) 





M. le Chargé d’Affaire 
‘THE Ministry of War states that according to r 

authorities in the west, the 

‘stated that the consul 

consulate via Mesopot 





ports received from the military, 
monshi” of the British consulate at Kermanshah has 
tends to send back the sinall number of Indian, sowars of the 
nd to rep by a number of Persians, 
Since the preseice of foreign military personnel in the interior of the counts 
against international principles and no one has the right to carty arms in. Porsian 
territory except Persian military personnel, it is dositablo that you shoulll order all the 
Indian sowars to leave Persian soil, aud that the British officials in Persia slonld ayoid 
engagitig armed employees. 



























avail, & 


ALT QULL. 
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colaon to Sir Austen Chamberlain,—(Received November 23,) 





Teliran, November 4, 1920, 
AVE the honour to transmit to) you herewith some interesting notes furnished 
me by Mr. C.F. A. Warner, second so¢retary to this Leyzation, rogarding his. rocent 
visit to Shiraz and Kerman . 
Mr. Warner's impressions roflect what I fear is a situation general throughout 
n provinces. 

A copy of this despatch is being sent to the Government of Inn 
Thave, &e. 

HAROLD NICOLSON. 











Enclosure 1 in No. 154, 





Notes of Impressions gained in Shiraz, October 1926, 
Feneral Conditions. 


‘The general feeling in the province, so far as I could discover, was fairly. good, but 
there is a growing realisation that control from the ceutre is relaxing anda cortain 
feeling of unsettlement, and au impression that things are not all 60 well as they «ore, 
‘There was believed to be no likeliliood of any act of open rebellion in the near future, 
nor was discontent voiced-—at auy rate openly’; but a condition nppeared to exist out of 
which an unraly spirit might easily and rapidly arise, 

(ns791] 8 
































































Military. 
Discipline was apparently fair, but inclined to deteriorate, and the con 
efficiency was probably not very high. Pay was, as everywiicre, in arrears. 
The Amir Lashkar is believed, I understand, to'be a loyal supporter of the Shahi; 
heis not more tinimpeachable in money matters than his colleagues, 





ition of 








Security. 
Security in the. province was undoubtedly deteriorating, ‘There had been several 
robberies on the main roads, and the road near Sivand was reported unsafe at night 


‘The robberies were put'down to the tribes on their auturnn move, but may not have 
been entirely due to thei 





Tribes, 
‘The tribal discipline amon 





Kashqai has deteriorated. They would, I sup 




















be vory: ready to tako advantage of any opportunity to assert an increased degree of 
independonce from control. They have plenty of arms. ‘The Kliamseb, so far as 1 
could discover, are believed to be better uder control, and I heard nothing to show 
that Qawam was not still loyal to the Shah, 
Prat, 

Vory dopressoil. Money is said to be “tight,” and tho bazaars overstocked 





Over ts 





i by some as « partial cau 





Malich, 


Major Hall struck me as being depress 
Shiraz some of his subordinates from Meshed. ‘This is sail to have caus 
discontent among the Shiraz officials, who are therefore not giving him whole 
assistance, Ashe hand mow are entirely ignomint of the tricky lo. 

king many mistakes and not a few enemies. There had 
na bittor disagreement with Qawam over the ment of the tribes 
taxes, which had been eventually settled after app in by a very considerable 
roduction of the amount demanded) 

Major Hall was said not to seo eye to eye with the contral finance’ wuthorities in 
Many matters, ancl to coinplain that he was lot down by them avil that they went over 
his Head. 

‘Tho internal discipline of the Proviudial Rinanee Administration was bad 





il worried. He took with 



























Adminiatyation 


‘The Governor-Coueral appears to me a man of little weight, and is, | heliove, ve 
Ho hag, however, beew helpful to Mr: Obick on several « 











‘The Amir Lashkar hax also shawn goodwill not iufrequently in halpiug to settle 
enses, 

‘Vhe head of the police is, {was told, a good man and useful 

‘The Karguzar useless, Lovey and afraid of taking any responsibility 





They all appear inclineit to be friendly, anil aro on excellent terme with Mr Qhick 
Uthink quite the usual amoust of peculation and embezzlement goes on in Shiras 
Provine 














‘the Russian con 
decossor, Waldo 
in hig honse, asloc 





il, M. Batmanoll, appears to be a general relief after his 
anil not very energetic, In fact, the Karguzar said he was alv 











iclosure 2 in No, 154, 


Notes on Conditions in the Kerman Provinee in Oclober 





General Conditions. 


‘the general feeliug in the province is one of deep depression anid. despondency ; 
all classes are clisappoiated and feel that the high hopes based on the eliaage of dynasty 
and the accession to power of Reza Shah have been totally unfullilled. Mer. Lav 
“hey feel that now Reza ig a ‘wash-out’ there is nothing left for them to hope fo 
But there is.no likelihood of any open movement against the present régime nor of 
cnutiny, by the soldiers, 
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Tribes. 





fshar and Buchakelis are disarmed to all intents and purposes. ‘The 
is, of course, are armed, and are for all practical purposes independent of the 
authority, ‘The Government authorities can exercise no control over them, and 
tempt to do so. 
‘There is no imme 













i prospect of any revolt among the tribes, ‘he Baluchis, 
however, would probably seize any opportunity tliat offered prospects of loot, Should 
such an opportunity fahomed would probably make for Duzdab, rather than 
c Other tribes however might join in—the Narmashir, diruft and) Rudbar— 
would be more likely to move in the direction of Ba ad Kerman. 











Military, 


‘The soldiers are owed approximately seven, months’ pay. ‘The discipline is none 
the less good on the whole owing fo the strictness and. soldierly qualities of the 
Reis-i-Qushoon, the outstanding figure in the place, and the one and only clement that 
maintains authority. ‘The now officers recently arrived are of bettor quality than the 
old ones, 


‘The discipline of the police and amniek is uot bad 















Security, 





Good on the whole, both in town and country, bit there’ is a tendency towards 
deterioration. ‘The Russian cousul is, of course, working. in n subyersive direction 











Very depressed, owing mi 

fon fall off in the European aud 

however suw prospects of are 

expensive and money tight, 
The dopression is 4 


ly to depression in the carpot trade, which ig attributed 
American demand. ‘The oriental carpet manufacturers 
al, and thought they were over the worst. joods are. 
especially among the [indus and the big niorchauts, 

0 attributed partly to over taxation; ‘The extortions of the 





























inilitary helps to make money searee among the bigaer men, 
roy 
Gootlish 

Opin + Bad 

Pistachios : + Very: bad, 

Gum tragucanth a + Not had. 

Cotton gy Av prosont cannot be judged, 
Malich. 

Mr. Fitzsiinmions, the American Adviser, « pleasant mau, of the ratlior sontimental 





idealist type, hiss apparently lost all hope of achieving, anythin 
He quarrelled with the military iminediatly after his art 
drawn with them. Nor does he get on n 
departments. 
Taxes a 
prospect of 
The in 
and no dis 





and is now at dagiors 
hy better apparently with the other 












coming in fairly well, but nothing of course h 
otting anything fro the 
raat condition of the Finauce Department is very bad; full of intrigue 
ne. Peculation and embezzlement ure rife 
istrations. generally are in a completely corrupt state, ‘Thy Govornor- 
eri, is a tiga nd therd is uo central controlling authority. Hence 
‘eryony, Seniors and subordinates, alike dre out to fill their own pockols: this appli 
equally to amnieh, adliyeh, police, wilitary, and Finance Depattment—all hard at work 
skinning the people. 


nthe Baluchis, and no 




























F, A, WARNER, 
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Mr. Nicolson to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Receiced November 23) 
(No, 542) 
Sir, Tehran, Nocember 4, 1926. 

HaLAVE the honour to trausiiit herewith copy of Intelligence Summary No. 22 
for the period ending the 30th October, compiled by the military attaché to this 
Legation. 

Thave, & 

HAROLD NICOLSON 


Enclosure in No. 155 


Intiligence Summary No, 22 for the Period ending October 30, 1 
pay Tehran, October 30, 1926. 
Khorasan, 3 

1. Tt is reported in the Persian press that, about the 25th October, a band of 
Afghan raiders descended on Khaf and cartied off 150 camels 


Azerbaijan, 

2, On the 22nd October the military authorities in Tabriz announced that after 
three days! fghiting, from the 17th to the 19th, October, Government troops had 
completely doteated Simko's forces and that Simko himself was a fugitive ® across 
the border.” ‘The truth appears to be that, when it was seen that Simko was 
recoiving no help from any quarter, his adherents turned against him and jeined 
Omar Khun. It is doubtful if Government troops were ever seriously engaged and 
such fighting as there was and the pursuit oF Simko were apparently carried out by 
Omar Khon, f 

8. Tt is generally believed in Western Azertiijan that Simko will take refuge 
with Soyyid Taha at Rowanduz 

4 “With the disappearance of Simko the situation in Western Azerbaijan his 
rapidly) calmed down, and the Kurds are now, in thunble mood. There is some 
speculittion whether Government will now proceed to disirm them, but it is doubtful 
whether this can be accomplished without further fighting 


Tehran 
Tehran on the 22nd October and toured throngh the Province: 
‘of Mazanderan i rt of the Turkoman country, visiting Astarabad, Gumesh 
‘Pappeh auc! Gumbud-isKubus He way expedted 1, elu to Teens akece ate 
2nd Noveniber. 
Jain Cemit a rain aivearvieneie eae tae priest 
jan Modartes, He was wounded in both arms. It is generally believed that 
twas fated ly the Shah and his supporters, 
‘The Persian press hias recently indulged ina strong campaign against the 
French, apparently on the orders of the France ix necuse i 
greedily. inp t Britain-and of! castings eovetous eyes even on 


8, The Shah has signed a decree ordering the application of the Conscription 
Lavy from the 7th Novetaber, 

9, ‘Tie total of the sugar and tea supertax revenues acoumulated to the 
25rd September is authoritatively announced to be 68 million, krans 

10, A Bill has been passed hy the Majlis prohibiting the export of gold and 
rsa turer a Sn\calinne ot atiahey (about 750 rifles) of the Rezapur 
Regiment, with eight machine guns, have left Tehran for, it is said, Kurdestan 

12. On the 15th October a Persian courier arrived from Moscow bringing 
despatehes from Taimur wh detailing the Russian proposals for agree 
ment, on certain outstanding questions. These have since been sent to the Cabinet 
for consideration, and it is reported that the Shab has made it known that he wishes 
the Government to authorise Taimur Tash to conclude negotiations on the basis of 
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these proposals. late to the Caspian Fisheries, Customs and Commercial 
Sreements, the rectification of the frontior, the surrender to the Persians of the 
Port of Pablevi, and perhaps other matters 
15, The Russians are now refusing to allow the import into Russia from Pe 
oF fotton and wool. ‘These were previously the only two articles exempted treme the 
embargo. 
14 M. Juranefi returned to Tehran on the 29th October. 


Kurdestan. 
vai ints areborted that Salared-Dowleh has left Persian territory and has 
slipped into Trag in disguise. Except for some minot raiding his rebellion Ine be 
completely inactive for some time. 
The intentions of the Persian Government towards his ally, Jaafar Sultan ate 
not yet known 
W. A. K. FRASER, dlajor, 1 


Military 
Tehran, October 30, 1926. 





E 5994/92/34) No. 156 
Sir Austen Chamberlain to Mi. (live (Péhran), 
Sir, Moreign Osice, November 20, 1926 
HITAVEE received and carefully cousidered Mr, Nicolson's despatch No, 486 ot cho 
potty oentember. 1 Appreciate the industry shown by him in preparing his analyate 
potltof the problems coufronting British policy. in Porsiw and of the tendon i 
jiberent in the present situation as it hus appeared to him during the. peel ot 
bis clare of His Majesty's Legation, but Ide not. think that any ueohil purpose 
Houta be served by submitting to « meticulous examination the pointerriecd by 
Ms, Nicolson, Sueli treatment inight: well defeat: the object of olurtfyine lors 
which heevidently had in 
The clearest. impr ch 1 have derived from a perusal of his 
despatch, und especially from. the phrase in paragraph 3)" It ie the prevailing 
ncertainty- on such points” (buffer state: defence of India: post-war objectives 
in tho Persian Gulf: maintenance of our political p I etiders the 
execution of British policy in Persin so enipitical a es x0 disheartening" 
is that there nre doubts and obsouritios in. Mr. Nivoleon's mind in regurd to pho 
purpose and principles which guide tho policy of His Majesty's Government, in 
Rand to Bersia, “Huroit: undoubtedly lies the crux of Mi. Nivolson's petploxition, 
and iv is to this poiut, therefore, that 1 shall addevss mysolt in ordento eive you 
clear guidance in your mission 
afore doth so, however, 1 must state sy conviction of the dosirability of 
leaving to His Majesty's representative at Tehran, in consultation, with the 
corotary of State, « full meastire of latitude in determining the methods by which 
Hues the principles of policy ean most usefully and effectively 
The situation in Persia iS linble to constant, fluotiuitions, und 
ances frequently arise, usually owing to local mither than general onuses, 
of a comples and discouniging chia ses Tam lad to rely on. the: 
appreciation tion formed by His Majesty's Minister, and 1 shall 
always. pport the line of wction recommended by him’ if. it 
ble with the observance of te genoral. priueiples of our policy 
such situations do arise, His Majesty's representative will, of course, hooe 
in mind these principlés. Will adjust: his course of notion to. the 
hesossirily imposed by them. Past experience has shown conclusively that tt fo 
ogessible to foresde aud provide for all contingencies in u country like Perit, 
wliere centuries of inellicient ent have engendered n position of 
do not therfore desire to fetter you 
instructions in regard to the handling of eventuulities which wre 
Hout boul toarise and to develop in an unexpected inamer. 1 realise, however 
that « representative cannot satisfuctorily. th into action the wishes of 
Hig Majesty's Government unless he cleurly appreciites the. principles inderlying 
and guiding their polivy. 





ae 
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4. The primary objects of His Majesty's Government in their relations with 
Persia are (1) the defence of legitimate British interests and the protection 
of the lives and properties of British subjects; (2) the safety and integrity of 
His Majesty's Dominions, especially those of the Indian Empire; and (3) the 
taintenance of the treaties in force. It is obvious that the existence of a stable, 
orderly, progressive and friendly Persia isan important factor in the furthenwce 
Of these ends. His Majesty's Government are convinced that a policy of good 
relations with Persin is the one best caleulated to serve these purposes. ‘They 
have recognised and do recognise the independent and sovereign status of Persia, 
and are th ble, as they are unwilling, to intervene actively or direct! 
in the course of events in Persin or in shaping the institutions or policy of tl 
country. ‘This fact, however, does not debar them from doing what they ca 
through Hig Majesty’s Legation, to stimulate and. encoi we Such elements: 
Persia as muily bo sincerely striving for the welfare of the country and its better 
Government. hey are sensible that the extent of their friendly feclings and the 
value of their loyitl attitude have not yet been fully appreciated by the, Persian 
evernmont or people, While this is inevitably a matter for regret, Hix Majesty's 
Government are not disheartened thereby, They recognise that the events of the 
World war, through no responsibility of theirs, bore hardly ou Persia, and that 
far-reaching changes in two at least oF the States which have a coumon frontier 
With Persia hnye produced further disturbances in a situation already complicated : 
they are, therefore, not astonished, howover much they may regret it, 
éven asnong responsible Persiaus w distorted view of the position, but they 
and bolieve that their own loyalty of attitude and desive for good and fr 
relations will in the crid not only become abundantly clear but also help th 
Persians towards a true ption of their own position. 
5, Wore Porsin to fall, wisthor physically ar moral, audios the domination 
Of a foreign and possibly hostile Power, the purposes which His Majoaty’s Govern: 
ment haye in view would bo threatened with dofeat, and should stich domination 
appear imiinent it might ease them to adopt a more active policy. ‘They do not 
however, seek for theniselves any such dominant position, nor do. they wish. to 
Assume the responsibility for administering one single square mile of Porsiat 
torritory, and they ato convinced that the best way to avoid thes pitfalls lies in 
adhering firmly to the policy of yood and friendly tolations indicated shove 
‘Though, as Thave already said, this policy has not yet given fully the results which 
night not unreasonably have beon anticipated of i, Tain conyinowd of its essential 
soundness. and the desirability of adhering to it so long.as possible. It is for this 
reason that my predecessors aud Thnve not opposed the policy of centralisation 
initiated aud followed by Reza Shah; that His Majesty's Government did not raise 
objection to the ditcet control of Arabistin by the Central Goy itt they 
withdrew from the ports on the Porsian Gulf’ their troops, Whose presence was tot 
only regarded by the Persians as w reflection on Persia's complete sovereignty, but 
Had: also become an unjustifiable burden on itnperial resouroes in view of thi 
inprovement in ordey aid sconrity brought about by the oration of w Persian 

























































































































hational army, For the same reason His Majesty's Govornimont agteed to a com 
promise on the basis of a most genorous te ‘of their monetary olaimsagainst 
the Persian ment, 

6. TL reulise that there in anomalies in our present position in Persia, 









the existence of which renda 
nt times difficult, ‘These are spe 
hore and the solution of which 
aware that there has been any ea 





k of His Majesty's representative at Tohrat 
L subjects which it is not necessary to discuss 
ust be a matter of time. 1 am, however, not 
¢ of this kind where His Majesty's Government 
haye declined, or ave, as implied by Mr, Nicolson, only gruduingly agreed, to 
consider in a friendly: and conciliatory spirit reasoned statement of complaint 
or supposed grievance on the part of the Persian Gov rument. On the other 
hand, it should tiot be forgotten that there are several mutters, sich as. tho 
rogulation of the Persian debt, the differential customs tariff, the: s 
the affaits of the Sheikh of Moharmerah, &e,, to which His Majesty 
have a8 yot been unuble to scoure u satisfactory termination, 
matters Haye been treated with great forbearance over a long. per 
inent of these questions would unquostionably render it easier for His Majesty's 
Government to clea up any other matters which in the opinion of the Persian 
Government: may be returding the still closer and more friendly relations which 
they are undetstood to desire to see prevail between the two vountries 


















































7. His Majesty's Government as Mr. Nicolson rightly 
supposes. to stand in the way of « mutually satisfactory settlement of outstanding 
questions between Persia and ter geographical neighbours; though they would 
deplore a settlement which involved any sierender by Persia of her, complete 
independence, They would also view with d 
aimed against British interests, and they da renewal of 
the former position, when Pei the cockpit t Anglo-Rut 
‘The more the Pe ‘overnment are able to strengthen them 
Syimpathy and th 1 support of better government, the 
likely to'reeu 

8. His Majesty 
the economic situ 















sss is. that, position 








Government would wel 
ion of Persia, 





mie any sound plans for improving. 
wecially if such measures tended to freo the 
northern provinces from the economic servitude to Russia which Mr. Nicolson so 
gravely apprehends. The developinent of a rapid and regular source of communi. 
tion and the construction of railways would, in my, opinion, be an indispensable 
first step towards the improveruent of the Persian economic situation and, amleas 
designed with obvious prejudicial intent towards British interests, would 1 
with the approval of His Majesty's Government. Should Porsin dosire. to s0¢ 
aid from this country: in the exocution of such projects, au approach by her in thiat 
respect would receive the most friendly cousiderition here, | should indeed be glia 
to receive an authoritative statement of what the Persian Government regard. ns 
being their country’s main requirements in this respect 

9. As regards the Persian Gulf, Hix Maje 
¥ do in fitct posers spe 

































® Government consider that 
they 1 interests in those regions. British blood and 
trutstire Taye for more thin a eentiny: been spent, in suppressing pitacy and the 
slave tmde in its waters; in combatting the pornivious tral 
lighting, buoying and sanitary defence of the Gulf. His, Mu; 
not, however, claim any exclusive interest, nor dothey de 
the Gulf, but they do not intend to relinquish 'their wotivities in th 
id in view of their special relations with th Mrucial chiets 
binu coast, their present position int Traq, the close neighbourhood of the 
Mpiro aid the vasb British’ interests involved. in Khuzistan. and. the 
+ they could only view with grave concern aud disapproval any attempt by 
Hand non-riparinn Power to challenge or undermine, thir special position 
jn that aroa, Tt should indeed be obvious that: the ereabion, for example, by a 
forvign and possibly inimical Pd f naval base on the shores of the Persian 
Gulf would bow threat ti the safety-of seu communications with India that Tie 
tiuent could nov in any conceivable circumstances ignore, 
e that what I have said svill be suillicient to mike clear to you the 
which His Majesty's Government have in viow and. tho. method by which 
View these objects may be best secured, You will, further, bear in mind 
isstininces given by Reza Shah to Sit P. Loraine at, his farewell audience to 
at the Shia was bent on acting loyally: in co-operation with Hig 
ening in 
remind him of this 
Which be reiterated. to you re 48 reported in your telogram 
of the Yith November, If, after you have been sufficiently long in 'Pehran 
make yourself personally acquainted with present-day conditions: in Petsin, 
© should be anything in this reply to Mr. Nicolson's appeal for guidance that 
Sppears to you either obscure or unsuitable to those conditions, 1 invite you to 
apply to me for further guidance or eluvidation. “4 
11. To sum up, 4ood relations, which in Mr. Nivolson's opinion’ do not lead 
anywhere and are merely negative, are in my opinion the key without which no 
door opens, but with which most doors open sooner or later,” Tho cultivation of 
kod relations is in fact the first condition for the attainment of the éuds which 
His Majesty's Gi t uve ever in view, whether positive or negative, 
Rightly understood and prictised it is uot a passive but an active and constructive 
policy; upon which all else depends. ‘The patience and persoverance, insight and 
fact, which Sir P. Loraine practised with auch excellent results, will still be 
needed, and will be employed, by you. T look forward with assured ‘confidence te 
the success of your iission in which you will receive all the stipport which it is 
in my power-as Secretary of State to afford to you. 
‘am, &o. 
AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN. 














ighits: 
































Majesty's Legution. Should’ the Shali at any tiie show signs of wonk 
this resolution, you will of course, on your own inititive 
engage 
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[B 6818 /3417/34] No. 157: 


Mr, Olive to Sir Austen Chamberlain—(Received Decener 13.) 
(No, 548.) 
Sir, Tehran, November 11, 192 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that I left London on the 18ih October and 
reached ‘Te if Bagdad on the afternoon of the dtl November. 

2. As this is the first occasion on which a Bi ister has arrived in Tehran 
singe the ceremonial of the Tstiqbal has been dispensed with, it may be well brielly to 
place on record the steps taken by the Persian Government to receive me. After 
crossing the frontier from Iraq.a neutral zone is traversed before entering Persia at the 
town of Qusr-i-Shirin, where the frontier commissioner and the Civil Governor received 
mo witha guard of honour drawn np outside a small building in which ten was drunk 
and the usual compliments exchanged. ‘Tho frontier commissioner formally expressed, 
on behalf of the Persian Government, itis pleasure at my arrival in Perea. At 
Kermarishah ind Hamadan, at each of which towns I stopped overnight, cards were 
exchanged with the local authorities. On the moruing after my arrival in Tehr: 

Khan called at the Legation on behalf of the Minister for Foreign Affairs 

to welcome me in his Excellency's name. ‘The followings day L was rece! 
Fixcelleney, when T handed him copi credentials and Sir P. Loraine 
recall and the speech 1 proposed to make. 

his morning Cwas recoived by His Tmperial Majesty the Shah in audience. 
Royal carriages wore s y mie and the members of my stall to the Palace 
with an escort of an officor and tyorty-live cavalry. ‘The whole ceromonial had be 
Woll arranged and was carried out with botitting diguity. 

4. Ihave the honour to, enclose copies of the spoech which Laddressed to Eis 
Amperial Majesty and the Shah's reply. After receiving ny lettors of credence nud 
Sir Perey Loraino's lotter of recall His Majesty shook hands with myselé and with 
mombors of my staff who had pre been presented to hin. I then proaented 
Captain Wakeham, the ass ilitaty attaché, and Mr. Eyres, probationer viee 
consul, who had recently arrived. ‘Phe proceedings were formal 
which took place way purely complimentary, bit His Majesty expressed the wish vo 
Heo mo at anearly date. After His Majesty had withdrawn I requested the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs to arrange for an audi soon as would he convenient to His 
Majesty. 

Thave, &. 
R. HL CLIVE, 


Enclosure in No, 197 
Cop of Speech ly Mr. Clive 


Sire, Tehran, November 11, 1996. 

THAVEE tho lonons to hand to your Imperial Majesty the lettors from the King 
and) Emperor, my august Sovereign, accrediting me to your Majesty as his Envor 
extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary as well as ihe letters af recall of me 
prodlevoss 

‘The King, my avwiust Sovereign, has commanded me to convey to. your Imperial 
Mijesty tho expression of his deepest personal symipathy, and llopes that your Majesty 
‘will extend to me in the high mission with which [am charged the «ame trust and 
confidence which your Majesty: was graciously pleased to accord to my predecessor, 

‘to myself, it isa great privilege to have the honour to represent my Sovereign in 
this historic country, and in carrying out my duties I feel sure that I may count on the 

vorful support of your Imperial Majesty and on the cordial collaboration of your 
inistors. Kor my part, I bog to assure your Majesty that all my efforts will bo 
devoted to strengthening still further the bonds of friendshi 0 hisppily unite 
Wie tivo countries, in, pursuance of the policy so. successfully followed by my 
predecessor aud 60 cordially approved by tay Government. 

I would further bey to be allowed to express my sincerest good wishes for the 
Haltl and prosperity of your Lnporial Majesty as well as the hope that the people of 
this great country, with tho help of God, and under the wise and careful direction of 
its Sovereign aud his Ministers, niay continue to follow the road of peace, order and 
progress towards the fulfilment of its national destinies 


iclosure 2 in No, 197. 


Copy of Speech by the Shah of Persia. 
istre, 

C'EST avec un vif plaisir que nous recevons de vos mains en méino temps que 
les lettres de rappel de votre prédécesseur celles par lesquelles Sa Majesté le Roi 
Angleterre, Empereur des Indes, a bien voulu. vous aceréditer prés notrd Cour en 
qualité de son Envoyé extraordinaire ct Ministre plénipotentiair : 

Profondément ému de Vexpression de sympathie que Sa Majesté lo Roi et 
Empereur a bien vouln nous trausimettre, nous vous prions d'étre auprés delle 
Vinterpréte de aos remerciements les plus chaleurex, 

bus sommes également tres sensible aux bonnes paroles que yous venex do 
prononcer tant envers notre peuple qua I'égard de notre personne et nous tenons 
Yous assurer que ces sentiments. s ciproques, Entre la Perse et votre grand 
pays il existe des rel: eel uous avons a ferme conviction quo, grace i 
yos talents, a eront développées dle jour en j 

notte edté, Io sincere: désir de voin se resserrer de plas en. 

plus sant-uos deux pays, nons chargeons notre Gouvernement 
tou ot toute son activité pour contribier a la niussite de la haute m 
Yous étes chargé de la part de votre Gonvernement 





E 6819/4029/34 No. 158, 


Mr Clive to Sin Austen Chamberlain. —(Recoiced December 13:) 


) 
Tehran, November 17, 1926. 
WITH reference to Mr. Nicolson’s despatch No| 530 of the 3rd November, 1 
have the honour to enclose herein a tri n of the reply drafted by the Sheikh of 
Mohammerah to the letter dressed to him hy Dr, Mil spauigh. 
2 This reply bas not as yeu been actually despatched, bat 1 haye no reason to 
suppose that the text will be substantially altered. 
3. A copy of this despatch is being: sent to His’ Majesty's Acting High 
Commissioner for Iraq, Bagdad 
T have, de 
R. HW. CLIVE 


Enolosure in No, 158 


Mranslation of a Note aididressed. by the Sheikh of Mohummeruh to the 
Ministry of Finance 


AFTER waiting for nearly two years, 1 have reveived: note No, 20276 of the 
rd -Aban from the Ministry of Finance. “1 am greatly suprised, to gee that the 
\sliole object of that note is to invalidate and annul my indisputable rights. Although 
Alurg the whole ofthat period the Minjiry hax nosen diteoet aa ne ae a 
at issue, and has taken action in all questions withont asking me for any comments, 
or exph still T could not in the least imagine that after two yeais! delibera- 
tion and reflection the Ministry: would decide to deprive me of all the rights which, 
may family and T haye possessed for generations, anil be willing that nang who has 
passed his lifetime dering sinvere service to his country im the distant part 
# Persia should suffer to such an extent from absolute tyranny. { have always 
thought that, if there did exist—may God forbid—biased people who, in puis 
of personal advantage, shiould consider it proper and just that t should be dbprived 
of the protection of the law and treated without even the faintest shadow of equity 
and justice, my deplorable situation during the last two yeats must have satisfied 
even their sense of enmity. It would appear that these persons still exist, and that 
their misrepresentations have still intluence and weight with the honourable 
American advisers. Apart from the reason mentioned above, I cannot understand 
why the properties of myself and my children throughout the Province of Khuzestan 
still remain under sequestration, If the Government has any imaginary claim on 
my properties, surely that claim does not lie against all of my properties, but only 
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against some of them. Again, L fail to understand how it comes about that the 
honourable Ministry, after much deliberation, issues decisions and regulations 
applicable to cases all over P makes exceptions in others concerning me. 
Long aud undisputed possession of land is considered by every law in the world, 
and especially by Islamic law, ax evidence of ownership. AS stated lately by a 
number of Deputies, the Ministry has accepted this principle ‘The Ministry has 
issued @ circular and sent vopies to the Majlis and LoithieNDanivies tating that! cases 
are treated in accordance with the following two principles: (1) That Government 
cannot confiscate property which has remained for years in the possession of 
dual unless it can produce conclusive evideiice that the holder of the 
property is not the real owner, but that the Government itself is the owner, and 
even in this connection it is noteworthy that the Government has decided that 
inability of the holder to produce documentary: evidence in stypport of his owt 
is Hot i reason for invalidating his ownership of that property, and (2) 
perty hus been in the undisputed possession of an individual since the beginning 
of the feign of Muzaffar-ed-Din Shah, the Ministry: of Finance can in no instance 
Jay a claim of owner hip to it. 1 welcome this decision of the Minist and ant 
prepared to prove that the whole treatment meted out to meso far from the Minist 
nis been in contravention of this decision. ‘The lands and properties which have 
hoon confiscated in defiance of religions aid civil law aid in disregard of justice 
have been for many long years in the possession of my ancestors and jsself. “Att 
beginning of the reign of Muzatfared-Din Shah we lad already been for m 
contunties in possession of these properties 
order to elucidate the facts and to show the Miustry how and to Whitt extent 
{have been oppressed, 1 have the honour to add that the Government never bad in 
its possession the properties in question so that it could justify the treatment now 
nieted ont to me, ‘The properties have always been in.our-actual possession, 10t 
Ministry makes enquiries it will tind out the truth of the above statements. ‘7 
nians given tue have been inno instance fsstied at my request, but the Shah of the 
Line issued them in every ease of his own free will, The Shah's intention really was 
toexpress friendship by confirming to me something that was already mine {nthe 
finmans it is mentioned tat the property whivh bel ng contirmed to. 
hie, This fet is mentioned in the text of imuiy of the firmans in qitestion: 
Ax to the ports of Nasseri, Mohammerah, Abadan, &e the cultivated and: 
ultivated lands, 1 have no doubt that if the American advisers we wee 
aNviite oF the state of these places previously, or if the Persian officials had inforn 
them thereof, they would agree that it is entirely contrary: to equity: and justic 
tuke the slightest step projudicinl tomy ownership, Afiliongh these p 
Originally inv ony possession. they hid not received great attention till the reign of 
NasrudsDin Shah, Tall the present day ports of Klieestan, where th 
how theiving harbours, thore rmerly nothing bat the hints 
pirates, anid there was iio sign of human civilisation in tien except a few reed! huts 
Uhe prosperous ports, such is Mohammerah, Abadan aud Nasseri, of today have 
all heen created and constructed by myself, and T liave taken a promment part 
personally in’thei prosperity. 1 have hy dint of exertion and toil converted a waste 
of wilderivess on the banks of a river inte the popalous towns now existinye I vamed 
the new port of Nasseri, which was built near the old Ahwaz, after Nusiad-Din 
Shah. Twas encouraged during the whole period by the wathorities of the Central 
Government, and by various Governors appointed to. Khuzestan 1 was granted 
docorations and sasties of honour, and in recognition of these services I recetved the 
Ihighest Government decoration, viz,, the ““Ghuds.”” During the while of my 
ownership, this is the first time tha cl and a baseless one—has been laid on 
these lands 
In view of these statements, and of the fact that L haye virtually laid myself 
every brick of these buildings, the decision now taken is entirely incompatible with 
and lacking in, justice and equity, As regards the division of the lands ite two 
tategories, yiz,, those which have been cultivated and tilled and these which have 
not, Ihave to state respectfully that all of these lauds were the property of me 
‘auivestors even Some of the regions now forming a part of Khuzestan 
were not yet included After my acquisition of these lands hy: inlieritance 
or purchase, 1 have nov failed for one instant to take steps for their improvement 
Well-informed people admit that the development of this part of Persin has been 
more remarkable and complete than any other Crow or privately-owned 
property in other parts of Persia. Without counting the period diiring whieh my 
Tries Hold these lands, the lat fori-chres years that Tanta eis whe held 
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these. properties and lands, the Crown lands in other parts of the country have 
deteriorated and become waste, and the Government has been obliged to take steps 
ell them of these Crown lands is such that they 
the Government. Important towns of 
» like Yezd, Kashan, K Shiraz, have deteriorated. Crown 
lands in Azerbaijan and landed properties in Western Persia have disappeared. 
On the other hand, the reed huts of the Arabs and the old haunts of the pirates in 
Khuvestan have been changed to thriving towns, Different cultivation and palm 
plantations have been encouraged and developed. If the Ministry takes the pains 
to investigate, it will find that, even if the financial and agricultural development 
of the province had been put in charge of the best and most perfect. companies, it 
would not have attained within this limit of time such a degree of economie progress 
id perfection. “One of the services which I have rendered and which Feat be 
tT have converted the waste lands of Khuzestan into their present 
condition ha comparatively short time, Since [ have not failed in 

¢, T hiope the Ministry. will explain as early as possible what it means by 

nent that * proper decision will be taken.”” As regards the palm planta 

tions, I beg to request that it may be explained on what basis the Ministry expect 

to receive a share of 20 per cent. of their revenue, 

As regards other parts of the Ministry's note, I deem it necessary to reiterate 

T abide by all laws of the country and am prepared to render them obedience 
tore than anybody else. If T ever claim any: sort of honour for myself, it is surely 
that of sincere service to my Government and countrymen, T have never failed (> 
take the opportunity of rendering a service, even if it meant sicrifice of property 
jeopardy of my life. The Ministry of Finance should only bear in mind that for 
Somne fifty years there were no:armed forces in South-West Persia, and that it i 
puly four years ago that the Government sent troops’ to the country’s. souther 
boundaries, and the task of protecting the southern frontier was all the time, and 
even duting the Great War, entrusted to me, My services during the Great War, 
when three Great Pow activities towards the oil regions of 
South Persia and hi F forces towards the oil-fields, 1 suiveceded 

g the few millions of tomans of Government 

royalties, re surely suflivient to secure forme and my, descendants 

rand equital ment on the part of my Government, Th the name of these 

vices, T expect that the M ry will not discriminate against me, but will settle 

my’ ease as soon as possible, 

lusion, T have the honour to bring to your esteemed notice that my 

does not admit of any more delay. AIP my belongings have been under con: 

fiscation for nearly the last two years, and [have not received any profit out of them 

during that period. My continuons expenses and the upkeep of iny tumerans 
dependants, for whom, before God, T have to care, need no mention. 

T have to mention one further point, and that is that the American ad 
have been called upon to serve Islamic Persia, and surely’ they will, in accordane 
with the fundamental law, consider that it is their bounden duty: to setile all cases 
in accordance with the religions and civil laws prevailing in that country 


November 1926 (Aban 
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Mr. Clive to Sir Austen Chamberlain. —(Roceived December 13) 


(No. 555.) 


, Tehran, November 17, 1926, 
THAD the honour to report in my despatch No, 548 of the 11th instant thav 
Ht the occasion of the official audience to present my credentials the Shah expressed 

Wish to receive me privately at an eatly date, "1 Jience was arranged for 
lay afternoon, when I proceeded to the Palace, ipunied by Mr, Hayard, 

His Majesty began by expressing his appreciation of the friendly terms of 

i. He referred especially to the sentence in which 1 stated that "all my 

efforts will be devoted to strengthening still further the bonds of friendship which so 
happily unite the two countries, in pursuance of the policy so successfully followed 
by ‘my’ predecessor and so cordially approved by my Government." His Majesty 

Went on most solemnly to assure me that he Was more than ever determined to 





maintain the most cordial relations with Great Britain. He was convineed that it 
Nas essential for Persia, and he stood by the assuranees which he had given in his 
final interview with Sir Perey Loraine. “I thanked His Majesty for this nee, 
and said it would be most welcome tomy Government. 1 told him that. when 1 was 
received by the King in London, His Majesty had commanded me to convey a 
Personal message to the effect that he and his Government only wished for the good 
yof Persia, and that our policy as regards this country was enided 
nothing else, His Majesty requested me to convey his warmest thanks 
for this personal message, which was most gratifying to him. He th 
that the simultaneous outbreak of disturbances in various. parts 
Summer, so soon after the departure of Sir Perey Loraine, lind momentarily 
his confidence; he was more than ever perplexed when His Majesti's consi 
eshed, during his recent visit to Khorasan, hind assured inte thot the Seach 
part of the country was purely dite to local eanses and not the result of any 
outside (Mr, Hayard, who interpreted the conversation and knows His 
Majesty, well, tells me that His Majesty's perplexity can be explained as fallows 
His Majesty as persuaded in his own mind that Russia was at the bottom of theee 
troubles. When His Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires in Tehran and His Majesty-s 
Consul-genetal at Meshed both independently assured him that they were due to 
Jocal causes (non-payment of troops, &e.), he did not believe them, bt thouslit to 
himself; Can it be that the British have wom Hof arringetuent with 
the Russians to shield them in the matter) that I hoped that the recent 
{ium of events and the captiire of Salar-ed-Dowleb hy the Iraq authorities had con 
Vineed His Majesty that any fears he might have had 9 ss ajesty 
at once tigreedd,and said that he had now Kingdom 
of Tray 
} was glad to hive this opportunity to raise a question whieh had been 
bronght to my notice when passing through Bagdad. Kine Feisal had there 
the in audience, and had referred, with very natural imdignation, to the f 
he Ind never received any acknovledument to the letter of congratulation 
Sent to the Shah on the occasion of his coronation, in spite of the assura 
repeatedly given to Sir P. Loraine that a reply would besent. 1 had alluded to this 
muliter at my first interview with the Minister for Foroign Affairs. after his 
Excellency had himself raised the question of Kurdistan and the relations between 
Traq ond Persia I now repeated to His Majesty what I had then said, and added 
that this apparent discourtesy had created Very unfortunate impression in Bagdad 
His Majesty at oncesaid that he quite sympathised with the (echnys of King Reisul 
but fhe hinge hd been pliced ina very awkward position. King id 
Written to him i letter jn formal terms: if he had replied in the same terms 1 might 
Have been taken as tantamount to recognition if, ou the other hud, he had replied 
informally, this might have given bflence to King Feisul; he had consulted vation 
sons, with the result that hitherto 1 answer Had been sent at all. HL thought 
informal reply would be acceptable to. King Beisul. he yaukd at once send one 
Tsaid T could not take the responsibility of agreeing to this, but, as Hix Mgesty. had 
already voluntarily told me of his decision to recognise Leaq, would, if His Mb 
sent w formal reply, inform the High Connissioner of His Majesty's misgivings nnd 
est that this reply in itself should not be construed as anv act of recognition I 
phied privately to the Acting High Commissioner in this sem 
THis Majesty then enquired how T thought the recognition could best be 
Hrought abont, 1 said the simplest method would appear to be for the Pe 
Goverment to apply in London for ait exéquatur for a consubueneral in Bas 
By similar means the French and Malian Governments hil, f believed. sigi 
ition. His Majesty thought that this procedire was now too si 
and lie asked if the Lraq authorities would uot be prepared to send one or tive 
sentatives to Tehran ostensibly: to convey their congratulations to His Majesty 
such a mission were sent, Ihe could assuiie me that they would be extremely well 
received, aand that r id the various questions arising out of it could then 
he disenssed, As T was aware that the High Commissioner particularly wished tha 
such questions should be discussed in Bagdad, when he would have the advantage 
of his expert advisers, and not in Tehran, T told His Majesty that L would prefer to 
Suggest to the Trg Government that. if they were prepared to send representatives 
to Tehran, as proposed by the Shah, the Persian Government would then send a 
mn mission to Bagdad to dliseuss the conditions which would in future regulate 
relations between the two countries as soon as recognition had been accorded 
His Majesty said that this procediire would he quite agreeable to him and he would 


weet the Frime Minister to, call! ou me: and|disenss. the <letaile-of the: Ir 
iscuss the details of the Iraq 
Feoguition. 1 asked His Majésty. if the: act, of revoguition waiht retire the 
approsal ofthe Majlis He sil no, tt that any agreements that might resnlt from 
it would, of course, have to be so approved ; * 
Tovipan rea ieee tien) telecred Sinlisery: Yagae) linguage ‘to:-tho mission ‘or 
Tesmourtache to Moscow; he montioned no nantes, but catchy Hoopes chat the 
u Thigh Persian offical to.a neighbouring country bad not beer mendes 
Sood by Tis Majesty's Governnient. | replied that His Majesty's Gaerne fully, 
fel With the desire of Persia to come to terms will all ho neighbours, 
provided that any made were not incompatible with established British 
Before taking my His Majesty said tliat he hope 1 wonld often come 
tie talk and that T wonld always aenk to bin with these 

mpness as Sir Perey Loraine: T thanked! His Majostyy and aad. wand 
y avail inyself of this permission eee Soils 
of this despatch to the Government of India and His 

t's Acting High Commissioner for Iraq. Bigdad ee: ae 

Thave, a 
ROT CLIVE 
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Mr (live to Sir Austen Chamberlain. (Received. Dacoitr 


(No. 586) 


Diliran, Novembor 18, 12 
at ANE he pun to trent Rerewith copy: of ASR ong 
muilitary auaché to this Legation, recording an interview: with the Chie of the Porsi 
Gonral Staff, on the subject:of Perso-lraq relations EE NETS 
&o 

H. OLIVE 


Bnolosure in No. 160, 


The Military, Attaeli'e Interview withithe Chief bf the Uruerad Staff 
foetal seit Ceucril Slaibani sineo' his. returt trom, Azonbaijan, Lin, way 
Mote ee cea at list, but brightened ap-wwheu tasted Rina it ho. Kalco, bee 
with 1s of convincing. proofs of vir comply i Siiko's mylin ae 
vis clean shieet the Jhal’so reported! 10: the Shai,“ Bat howe al prepiectn 
Trt ti uowention ts roxy th other rebellions in Kurdisian. | ame ea 
With the disappearance of Salar-ei-Dowlels they cou have helo, fate cuse! for 
SNe aie iat ght auxiory wus vot wail never nd. ean Sing es wy tea 
felt emake tie puree one waturesof tla’ support without which these rahe cn 
felt, would ot havo vecurred. Lf there was hossibility of that support ang, 
fortlicoting there neinsined canse for anxiety, tllongh the wines ivities 
He thought it odd that ca: gens (Sinko, Sa i 
suacested it was uot at all ‘odd, but quite na my 
nit i sound loca out 


would be less apt 

ing of actual conditions in Trary, 

atives who could tell them what the ling (Governing 

They had consuls at Bagdad aud Mosul, Io tuplied thee 

Sed carted frag a6 4 country entirely: dominated by the Hritsh, whore the tis 
would not dare to follow a policy contrary to that laid down for thom by the British, 
Spel that theretore local conditions vars of little interest o.thuan ol cai me that 
showed that he entirely wisusiderstood the situation, King. Ttaly th Iraq Govern: 
+ anil Varlignient. were very real powers aud, though they: liad hp to ii present 
been generous in their response to leinauds we had made for assole tg erin, they. 
Wanld probably. comply with better goodwill sf tho yations:Ietwoen the rvs eountries 
Persia, Cho at eeted sees realy matral that Uraqis-sliould uot feel vay ood 
Fersia. who bail failed to perforin the courtéaus formalities already’ talfeds many 
other countries. He said he aie tealisell that this, must catise the Iraqis, some 
resentntent anil be saw no objection to recognition or that it could bw harmtat ae ay 


He saidhe wave, 





los 


way to Persias but the preliminaries to recognition would take tine and before thoy 
began them they would like to have some assurance that recognition wa ena 
Persia's bouefit, I suggested that the Persian Government might discuss it un cially 
with the lgation, and inight bo satisfied that Persia would ened He reat at 
tha ould all ako times mean could renot lve a frank disusion th at would 

He soneing pone, ¢ dlnite tals fora working agreament 35 rep ns the 
Kurdish frontier. said we loved frank dis ‘ions, the fra ee Ee 
re wan srg) Kuali bu cn 
afrrgnenl whi wan to be erie Ou ofthe on ale bra Goverment wih wish 
the Persian Govariimeuttad np relations Could nate, ke Hack ay atrtaien? 
T told him this was quite out of aes but that it eae vont e prs i citiealt 
task to adille the Legation with. ‘The amicable settlement of auestions of the ature 
of those that continually occurred on the frontier depended, in y,ppinion mach tory 
on the mutual goodwill of frontier offic Is than on the Aheralsobacs pe oe 
Agreeinent, and it seemed to m that the | iat ep of mporison wat to eatablih 
ually Hpi nation btvany rani and Pos ofi,”But that wa oly sp 
iia Tarinige I did feel sure, liowever, that since Iraqi ad Persian inte 8 bat 
Henan peace on thin boner it woul be "pasa for thin 0 eat ack ater 
But it first seemed! necessary that each should realise the other's diff E 
Timitations, 


Coinnient. 
ve ace epresouts whit passed, but it is. fa 
Ho not ela tht the above accurately repr 2 but iti fay: 
Sane aly fvprion is thatthe Chief of the Genoa Sat ba ren (uma te 
(question of the recognition of Lrag, perhaps nthe Shobj and that Raa pat 
Micistnom seni GGT ee Re bas. very lear en of what 
hho incana when ke talks of a agreoment that will —in his wards jeaule the dois 
frontier question oncw and for all But he wants a frank discnssion, 
peaeti W. ALK, FRASER 
fovembor 16, 1926 
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Mr. Chine to Sir, Austen Chamberlain —(Received December 13.) 


Y of Intelligence Sumniary No, 23 
AVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of Intelligg y No. 28 
for hoped ending th 13th November, compiled hy the military attaclie to th 
Legation ae 
RH CLIVE 


inolosure in No, 1iil 


Inilex to Intelligence Summary No. 28 


ea ie apres 
fee ener sain : 
ee cht (ated oar ar ee 
P ula ‘Air Ue ay a 

icons G F rs hief’ of Naval 
Se ee «Py tea 
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Intelligence Summary No. %8 for the P, 


(Seoret,) 


‘riod ending November 13, 1926, 


zerbnijan. 


SIMKO has taken refuge in Trag territory, and the question of h 
disposal is still undecided, His y ages near Somai have been 0 upied by troops. 

sed tribal contingents collected for the operations against Simko have been 
dismissed. “In spite of sone anxiety lest Simko shetty return, pence has quickly been 
restored. It does not app iW it is intended to commence operations tor the 
disarmament of the Kurds 

It is reported in the Persian press that the Rus 

on the Aras River for { ation of 
ting with the Persian Gayernmont for 1 


£ The Russian consulate in Tabriz haw ind publishes 
a leatlet of news received 


ns propose to build a dam 
us, sind ape Now neygotia: 


Tehran. 


3) the Shah returned trom his tip to M 


on the 2nd November He 
Visited Sart, Ban 


Khwajeh Nafas, Gimesh ‘Tappeliy levi Def 
mething of the Turkomans and their county. 
Harn hag been created hy the’ attack 
(egret 0 40 paragraph 6 of Summary No. 29), partienlarie among 
ths members of; the Majlis, who feat that the foe may he the beginning of a 
Telieh that, the eration oF Deputies who date to hold independent ene The 
belief that the Shah himself instigated thie tempt at murder has not weakened 
It has, in fact, been strengthened by the prevathttees ee ie police and their failure 
relenge frac, ssuilants, “Mfodartes has becomoa poptlar hearer cn the diy of his 
“The Caatesbital he was escorted to his liouse by large crore 
ne, Goverment is Heckled about the matter alguost athe ey te iinabile to give 
trick down the actor £eply: than that strict orders have becit given torah polive to 
track down the murderers 
7 It is reported ‘on credible authority: that the 
tree members of thie secret poh 
S Although it is now 1 and police 
sc tla Saute evilians, wore arrested ona change af being eonennal tet plot 
Tessa Salt (Fee Paragraph lof Sumniary No, 20), 0 aehtomee tee buen 
FET pale OF those! arrested have: hen released, but-the ok cite ringleaders are 
fare tr acrt tt fe Ho doubt that fon the hist farknight after theta i 
fives deere iu serious: danger’ the Shah apparently recall evidence produced 
Wy the chiot of the police, and wished to execute them aah further trialy but he 
saa faentually persuaded of the bad effeet that this wound hive on public and foreign 
opinion, and agre 1 for military: officers and by civil 


courts for others. The court-martial ished, but no verdict or sentence has been, 
made publi¢ 


&. , Notices were published early in the month wa 
iy 1906 to present themselves before t 

according to the districts in which th 

Attempts at hostile demonstr 

conseripts are tow being re 

enlistment and service fi 

under the 

bodies t 


assailants of Modurres: were 


ly Ovo months since a number of mniitary 


H men in Tehran be 
ssioll_on' certa 


5808, 
inform: egarding the number of men of this 
ravailahle in Ty isreported that of the total number 
2,500 will be ta 
As far as ix known the Compulsory Ser 
in Tehran anita few towns close ta the eapit 
Tn places further afield the census is uot yet complete 
tire ie Persian ni forve is for the time berng at a very low state of ficiency 
‘There are not more than three machines fit to take the cic Damaged machines are 
in Khorasan, Azerbaijanand Kurdistan, ‘The only pilats availahients two Russian 


applied at present only 
nnn and Kashan 





and two Persian. ‘The German pilots have left the service of the Persian Government. 
The total European staff is now— i 


2 Russian pilots 
2 Russian mechanics. 
1 German mechani 
1 French mechanic, 


ny : ¢ fact that it has been decided to purchase 
11, ‘The press stittes that in view of the fact that it hi wi pure 
twelve vessels for the Persian navy in the Caspian Sen and the Persian Gulf, the 
Persian Government is now trying to secure the services of an I a naval eX} 
to arrange the purchase of these vessels and to organise the Persian navy 
Th paragraph 9 of Stim 
officers were being se 
it is probable that these were included in the batch of yout 
for Europe was re od in paragraph 14 of Summ: tens 
1 ‘The following wireless stations are now in daily communication with eac 
other . 
Tehran, 
‘Tabriz, 
Meshed 


vi nscow on the 25th Ocvtober, and a 
Teliran Attempted to communicate with Moscow on Det da 
an ote Mepateuatl on that date by the Persian elt for Foreign Affair 
10 i put it is not known whether it was received - 
deri Laskar (ipblougt ereral) ARG Khan, whe Ae He et 
e¢ paragraph of Summary No, 11) has been wnemployed, bas appare 
LPrcIIDE MoH We letaeneN maven ARGO a CuRNRap eee 
his tenure of command of the North Western Division he had nel the respect a 
conftest the Kurds ai hsdepatcito Kurdistan may inate that Gover 
i endeavour ta estublish better relations with the Kurdish leader 
Tela BERR Ae eos (March 1926 to waa 1927) ne a 
" i 256.3 ) rans, and) expenditire al 
blished, Revenue is estimated at 256,390,000 peau 
aH 354000 krans,. ‘The War Olieet alata ‘Me million kraus wn additional f 
8 millions is allotted to the Amnieh (gendarmerie) <a aks 
5, ‘The Russian proposals for the settlement of outstanding que fons th 
from Moscow by Taimur Tash, are now being cons dered by Lig) i he sli oe 
Ai that has rched the public regarding the propose emuercial cee 
led to strong protests from the merchants of Khorasan and Gilan ag Wo i Het 
U6. ‘The Soviet Eimbassy Ins denied the report (tention in paragraph 130 
Suuumary. No. 22) that the import of cotton into Russia front 
EEN coat the Tehran papers subsidised by the Russians is ote tng 8 prove 
that the Koran Closely resembles the prinoipl rf Sa ie 
every Moslem faithlul to the tenets of his religion mist follay the | 
ad ly the Bolsheviks as i 
M aa Eee terete Wigs Ue 1 made in the Tehr an fess to conn 
cations received from Taimur Tash regarding his negotiations with the Turks 1 
he settlement of Turco Persian questions, : md 
eae SCerH ASR Crete OR OT oe RTT RR Tks Fes Ore 
redeive decorations trom the Turkish Government 


Kurdistan en 
20, With: the apprehension of Salated-Dovleh i tray teritory and the 
ch of winter it may be anticipated that the Kurdish rebellion ease to 
Ea Grunig TAMIA HL Vareeealaz acne ft sales that the Persian 
dove wil. be content until Juafur Sultan has been suitably dealt with, but 
Fae dn igelutal eheauateashicus Atdatine Khan te: Krnla an (referred to i 
paragraph 13 of this summary) it appears that they are prepared to be concilia 
towards other Kurdish leaders 


Luristan a ae 
Q1. It is reliably reported that the road from Burujird to Khorremabad 


now open for motor traflic 


201 
Fars, 

Fe nad ayesty's consul at Shira ry 
troops had left Shirdz about the 18th Oe 
Shiraz), whenee i 
of South-East Fa 

Another 
at Borazjun 


lumn of from 200 to 400 
100 miles south-east of 
her unsubdued districts 


0 ment and 2 machine guns was concentrated 

apparently with the abject of carrying net 
iets were properly submissive, 

*s those two meiitioned above, have not yet 

finances will permit of the operations necessary 

te coniplete the disarmament being carried out for some tine co come, A 

IF this could: crea, je #0 prevent ammunition being smuggled inte the teasing 

e. the possession of arms would become of. Littte 

Dashtestan, Jam, Gilehdar and further east 


 pmugeled, and it appears that tho military 
ies are correct in selecting these for early. atten 


24 Perhaps as a result of these indications of a more iis thilitary poliey 
in Fats, the leaders of some of the robher bands that fy e beon operating with 
Considerable freedom in the province: (see Summiatios Now 15 paragraph 26, and 
No. 18; paragraph 15) are showing a disposition to eomy fe terms with the 
authorities, “Yet there is still insecurity. on tho. routs, andl dy ng October two 
Serious raids were made on villages on the Bushine-Shitas. singe besides: minor 
attacks cl rondguard posts 


2 of the staff of the Southern Division, Mirza Hasan Kh 
has been appointed chief of the Naval Staff in the Persian Galt 


Sristan 
26. The British military attaché at Meshed report 
decided to retain the headquarters of the Seistan and 
and not to transfer it to Duzdap. 
An Afghan consulate: has beon opened in Seistan, 
W. AK. FRASER, Major, Ld, 
Military Attachd 


han Vusuki, 


that it has now heen 
Kainat Brigade at Seistan 
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Ms Clive tv Sin Austen Chambortain.—(Heceirud. Deetmbey 203) 
(No.o71.) 
Sir Devan, November 40, 19 
{HAVE tho houout wo transnit to you herawith a copy: of “a. ype auildtysseil to 
tue by the military: attaché to this Legation regarding the iindings of tho eae rnatial 
the mint at tt tiose alicers implicated in. tho plot said 1 have Baent oot te 
the end ofl ugainst the life of His Majesty Roza Shih. 
aay ath losed report gives the sentences imposed by thie. conrt-martial on the 
military officers coucoried, but the to eiviliane ted Still anguish, in gaol and 
1 to be brought to trial, Samuel Haim, has been the subject 
of correspondence bet\reen tha Foreign Ollica and the 1, Zionist 
organisation, of w 
There ret © of culpability 
for a long tin 
Haim always 
arliamentary inaaunity 
eudgels: in. their dofenc 
police, ay unscrupulous, indi 
im frow being 


of Mr. Hi 
hief of police sand Mr. Hain hi 

acted courageously on behalf 

from ¢ 


Legislaturo, 


4. Although | tie aware of the machinations of the chief of police 
he did not pay much to thein as, by reason of his popularity with tho slows 
Who were grateful for his fearless protection of gl li vas erties 
elected by a large tuajority unless force was ised to provent his election, The 
of police, however, did not seruple to intimidate Halts clvat Supporters, threat 
them ji m wore returned as. their candidate, 
ions had been issued to the chiefs of the 
various police commissariats to prevent Haimn's elestion 
(19791) vu 
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5. About this time a Jew, accused of theft, had heen brutally fogged by the 
Police in order to wring from hima confession of guilt, and Hains obtained a photography 
Showing the seals and stripes on the man's back and shoulders. ° On the occasion of 
the presentation to Tis Majesty of a coronation gift from the Jewish community, Haim, 
Who headed the delegation chosen for that purpose, presented the photograph to His 
Majesty with the prayer that His Majesty might be’ graciously pleased to preveut in 
he meting out of such savage treatment to the Jews. His Majesty promised to 
table steps and sent forthe chief of police. What transpired at this intorsiow ie 

not known, but a fow hours liter Haim waa arrested and” pnt into prison. He wis 

easel a few dayx later, but only to find that during his incarecration ihe Jewish 
lection had! been hurried forward, and no hope remained of his lieing elected 

6. Rashly he sought to revenge himself. Anonymous leaflets in which threats 
Were made against His Majesty. and ‘others were seeretly distributed in the town, ‘The 
Police investigated the matter and, rightly oF wrongly, the.orizin of thesm leatlots 
traced to Tim, who was again arrested with others on the charge of conspiring 
against the life of His Maj 

7. Rebellions in Azerbaijan and Khorasan broke out at this time, and Salar-ed- 
Powleh wae stil trying to stir up trouble in Kurdistan. ‘Che Shuli at Once suspected 
that foreign agents wore at. work. Hainy in the course of his duties ns Zionist repre- 
sentative had frequently visited this Legation, and unserupulons porsons lad evidently 
tried to innke capital out of this. fact, with the result that [lis Mijesty even 
appears av one time to have thought that this, Lagation was not whthout kuowledye of 
tho plot, 

8 Meanwhile, Uaim's imprisonment leaves the Zionist urganisation in Persia 
without @ responsible head. As it is impossible to say when he will be tried or what 
tho sentence will ho, I would, suggest that it anight bw as well if the organisation wore 
to choose anathier representative to carry ont at least provisionally the duties. formerly 
fulfilled by Mr. Tain: 

Thhave, & 
1, CLIVE 


Major Hraer to Mn Chie 
(NO. 412, Contidential ) 
Sin, Peliran, Nocewbey 88, 1 
TV HAVE the honour to inforii yor that 1 was yestoriay very coutidentiglly 
informed of the details of the so-called ust the Shah to. which reference n 
nude in my Sounaries of Intelligence Nis. 20 aud 2 phis and S respectively. 
My informint was the president of the court-mnu ith y officers 
od and T have good r his version to be tr 
‘Tho conspiracy originated with the Jovvish ox-Depnty, Hains, who has for some 
timo Loon nursing a bitter grudge against the chief of the police, whom he blanes for 
his fhilure to by re-elected Deputy for the dows and whom he acouses of wronged 
imprisonment 1 tment apparently spread to the whole régime of which the 
chief of police was servant. Haim found a willing assistant in ShoikliuleAruqoine 
aulell also an ex-Deputy, sullering, from a similar xrisvines. oaierexated hy" the 
cessation of a monthly allowanios previously received from the Shah in return for hie 
support aunong the smaller mullahs. These tyro decided to approach Sarhung (Colonel) 
Muhmud' Khan Pouladiu, the officer commanding the Pallavi regiment of infanter, 
Who sas, thoy knew buraing with indignation at a public sight put upon hina by has 
divisional commander, the Shal’s favourite general. ‘hese three had some conv 
tions regarding the possibility of organising a eoup to overthrow the prosent.rosime 
Colonel Mabmnd Khan was emphatically of the opfaion that nothing could be hoped 
for from the army in ohran, the Shah's influence was much too strong, ‘Three ot 
olligers and ah ex-army doctor, friends of the original conspirators, who wore consulted, 
algo condemued the idea as ridiculous, and it was abandoned for the time being Dut 
Hain aud Sheikleul-\rnqeinzadel decided to. reliove their feelings by composing and 
distributing secretly gehitine leaflets ubusing aud threatening the Shah. The other 
members of the party, although aware of it, appear to have liad no part in this, except 
that Colonel Mahinudl Khan procured the gelatine, When the mass of evidence had 
been sifted, uo activities other than the above could be proved against any of the 
acoused. 
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3. _The police produced incriminating evidence covering 300 pages. ‘The Shah 
did not read it, but he did read the police summing-up of the ease, which was that the 
prisoners hail been engaged in a plot against his life and throne. He jmmediatoly 
Gdered ‘the execution of the principals, and was with difficulty. persuaded by. the 
Prime Minister that at least the appe Atrial was necessary to avoid creating 
a very bad impression abroad, Haying agreed to a court 
martial, he personally gave court (my informant) that 
the proceedings were ried out within twenty 
four hours, dy achieve. the purpose 
public property that the police 
might create a bad, impression, 
Prine Minister a year ago, given Persia 
‘our of tho preservation of some appearance 
, it was not difficult, as the case. progressed, to 
Details of the case became public, and it was 
n Of the laws would lead to strong protest, ‘The 
the civilian ace 1 were handed over to the civil courts for trial and 
the military court found that it could uot legally award mone thn ton yours’ imprison: 
ment for the offences substan It has accordingly awarded this punishment to 
Colonel Mabmud Khau, three years! imprisonment to Major Ahmad Khaty eomibined 4 
both missal from the army, reduction in rank to the two other 
cers brought for trial, OF the civilian accused, Shcikh-il-Araqomaadeh 
ished, and judgment lias not yet boon passed by the eivil courte on {ain 
ariny doctor, Amir Khan, 

1 may be mentioned that during the trial the Shalt juprosgod on tho prosident 
the necessity for ascertaining whonco the conspirators had obtained. 
their support, The general subsequently reported that there was uo evidences what 
ver of thelr having received any encouragement from auy souren. Haim, it waa tray 
had boon a visitor to the British Legation, bit during the last your hin had hoon song 

more frequently in the Soviet Embassy, 

5, Lain sending copies. of this despatch to the Director of Military Oporat 
anit Intelligence, War Otice, London, and the Deputy Director of Military Intelligenee, 
initia. 

T have, &, 
W. A. K. PRASER, Major, LA, 
Military Adaché, 





{E 6935/95/34) . 163, 


Mr. Olive to Sir Austen Chambertain.—(Recvived December 20.) 


573:) 
a Telivan, December 2, 1926, 
THAVE the honour to tranatnit herewith copy of Intelligenco Summary No, 24 for 
the period ending the 27th November, compiled by the military attaohe to thin 
Legation. 


T have, &o, 


R. A, OLIVE, 
——— 
inclosure in No, 163, 


Index to Intelligence Summary No, 24, 
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Heuugn to peace nations of trop coneentats tor opertionsaatont 

Sinko” See ee 
ba of Turks with Porsans in Rui optrations 

ust Shal—court-martial verdiot. e 


ian Trado Ag 
‘Arrest of Petsian merch 
Butget for road construct 
‘Junkers Aviation Company. 
Arrival in Tohrat of Jupavese ti 
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; i eee agreement between the company and the Persian 
for the Period ending Novem’ regarding the details of operating the com 


12.“ Major Kourachi 





n Government Departments concerned 
contract, 


































































japanese mil at Moscow, has arrived in Tebran, 

Na W. A. K. FRASER, sMajon, Zits 
Azarlaijan, Military Atlaché, 
jniky neve taees eomeontated Tn the: Salmas-Uruia area for the a Tehran, November 27, 1930. 
Simtko have for the Ft lispetsel to their normal statins — 

There ip on ointment among the settled. villagers, partioulasly 

fans, that the open Hot to he completed by the slisirmaren ae te i 0; 14 

# tnd there are fow who believe that Sinko uill mat ones peeae/i78/ 24 eS 

Ha nao ene raton®tzunst Sinko. the Tirkeh itary attaché ae Tehran ¢ to Sin Austen Chamberlain.—(Received December 9 
File Ge ee allcor Hotween' che Doran forex ani fee troops on the other MoT te Sir Austen Chambiain —(Receeed December 3) 
Sanceaes CERHEE sal HL enn hat the Taree a EDS PS towatls (80.5 
sin eetig by. looking the: appronction fata Turkish artes 3 paragraph 5 of Sin, 
suunniaty No, 30), 





Veliran December 3, 1926, 
No. Si of the Ith February, 1 
ons of two acts recently approved 








WITH reference to Si 
fe the honour (0 transi 
hy the Majlis authorising 






Tehran, 











experts inv connection with. the 
rojected railway cd 

Fycod M® court-martial assembled to try the offers dectseil of & plot against the 2, Itwill be y Bill referred to in the 
Shah (ee paragraph 8 of summary Nooom hes submitted its verdict ti th for above-quoted despatch, the rican and one German export. was 
abkreval. Che sonior of the wcrinsed officcry hans leon een neeil to ten years imprisons provided for. Of these th 

Selden tier 6 three years! imprisonment, und treo othe a reiliction in tuk 






fertain Horr Martin, at one tinie with Krupps, 
has arrived, It was Appare ‘or intended that this 


allway specialist, but that he should advise 
Persian iron. Ou bis arrival ho wag, Tundetstandy heen vacaae cximine tho gonoral 
Tepes of the a flopoaits_ in) Borsa. and advise’ on the, navies ae ‘oological 
aspects of the \juestion; whereupon ie. roplied that this oat atively outside hiy 


alone given. hefors tho contamatiial aioenl at it 
{liscusted tho possibility of overturning the mnt régime 
Had ome personal grid they bal abandoned i 
Organise a plot, some tinie hefora th 
issue by the civilian wocnsed 


althonzh dhe -wecused 
es against which each of th 
st, without taking any steps t 
Arrest. They hit, howaver, beet aware of the 


(who have not yet ten bringhe for tral on 
Teallots threatening: the Shah. ‘Ne 





man expert. should be 
the possibility of visingg for the raihyays 



































Province and that Ins speciality:vwae the smelting and working of irow after it had 
# was nothing in the ovidenoe tos peer mined. This, necetsitated the. pnosiig of the tint eke Lo acts) enclosed 
SoriTled lo Nad revoives! any: onconrygensent Feo (es soles, or that it herein, to provide for two. further German experts to, dal orice the eological and 
Lafont Mot othin thu tho porsotiad Hostility. oF thee spiritors Shah's Imiueralogical problems conuected with the projet 
favourites, 3, ‘The American expert sanctioned inthe al Railway Bill his boon selected 
divi (Compulbore. Servica Reeruiting Commission Has conpleted its work in in ile person of a Mr Poland), who: ix alin expected te pec I enclose a 
the townyof Tetiran. ‘The remilte, it waimterne MI hive: fallen considerably short of suuntiiry of his professional 
AyneiPations, Ue was estimated. that tha total of, qa ata would bie about 5,000, of 1. Tho second) act tra Herewithi provilos! for the. engagement of 
Whom some <}000 wotdd be: availale for anftdan casore Ihis not known how many subordinates to Mr. Pol 
paavegat tis sumnion, Ut according to a plese Roane onl 00 Ihave been enroll hail unaware at prosont oxactly whav idéa les behind the Gnxagemont of the 
1a P200 failed to: present thnsclvom, Apcotding lists ahsentees, when appre: finerican ol'expert. Weis to recuive the large salary of 20,000 tomans (say £4,000) 
Hended, forfeit aie clainin tloy may have yal 10 exemption and. ate: conscripted for ip order, 80 Lam told, to prospect for oil in’ Nortliors, Persia, Mrv I 
three yours instead of io. Ievp reported tia Iitby of thi abse 








irley of the 
Anglo-Persian Oil Company, tells me 
Fra gai tots having hoon ntoredl on tho eons seq 










huis ‘company: could have lent the’ Porsiag 

Government the services of a competent young geologist for thie purpose at a salary 

le miko ot obtaining este voting earth forthe alate ef about £1,000 a year. “When oil had beon located ft nonta the have boon time 
Pian cere hays ecu ngued Tor sonseription ts be lone Shalirud, D. 





1 Kaavi places where the consti 4 now sumiend sy 

6, On the 80th Novenber the sha adidresse f 

warned them against letting out any Const ma 

not as discreet ag thoy should ir: and in dealin 

to Tet himself be b 
7 Mirza Ho 


an allan, enough for the American expert to give 
i couplote, 


all the oficials of the Court, and 
Is le knew that some o 
Hg willl his courtions he did 
by any Iwas 0 theit puinistinent would he 
a han Vitstug (Vuusugsl-Dovwleli) as. rosy 


his expert opinion, 
Woulll appear therefore to be needlessly extravagant 

T am sending copies of this despatch sad o 
y to the Government of Iudia and 


‘The present arrangoment 











them wore Seer 


its enclosures to the Foreign 
d not propose for Iraq 


to His Majesty's High Commissionor 



























— SSS Ss 


Thave, &e, 
RH. OLIVE, 
and taken hi in) Parlin — 
The Russian proposals for a ‘Trade nt with Porsia, which wore gone 
wir Tash from Moscow, have. been laid bel Parliament, and are now being Enolosure 1 in No. 164, 
pantidered bya spocial commission, hoy have boon Fy uulavortrably received by 


Porsian merchants, aud. the 
ite inacveptablo, 

Much public indignation 

n merchants resident in Buku ha 

is reported that they are charse 
10. Colonel Mortis, the Ain 

has. prepared a budget 

1,600,000 tomatis 


oneral opinion of the Deputies seems 









1 for the Einployment of German and American Heperta, 












been) caused by the 








aehidyaainiee (Approved on November 7, 1926:) 
arrested by the Soviet authorities» 9 


ARHICLE 1. The Majlis authorises the Public Workx Department, for the 
with the exportation of cash from Russia, preparation of the prel ries in connection with the establishment of railways. in 
roan Disvetor-Ceneral of Roads and Commun peat (2 enploy to Geran tmining experts, one of whom ae ‘specialist in 
+ for road construction during. thee ming year tot; geology and the other a specialist in analysis of mineral products, and also one expert 

: i ate oP ted Slates of America for petroleum; and these orn ate ig study the 
Pokea Sates Wie Persian agent of the Junkers Company, has returned to State of the iron and coal mines in the whiole of Porsin arendy worked (9 id new 
Ashton. | He-has dravwn up fresh proposals for the eee of the establishment of th Fetoleum wells aad other niiues, to estimate the oxpeurs. tor aoe ee exploitation of 
School of Aviation, the principal question thas has been delaying the conclusion of an these and specify their capacity and qnality 
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Remarks—The experience and technical knowledge of these experts should be 
certified by the Ministries or Departments of the American and German Governments, 

Art. 2. The maximum period of employment of these experts shall be three 
years, 

1.3. For the salaries of these exports, and for the purchase of the necessary 
machinery and implements, &c.,a sum of 150,000 tomans is appropriated from the 
Sugar and Tea Monopoly ‘Tax Fund. 

Art. 4, The Ministry of Public Works (Agriculture and Commerce) and Ministry 
of Finance are authorised to enforce this act within the limits of their powers 


closure 2 in No, 164. 


Copy in Translation of a Report submitted by the Budget Commission to the Majlis, 
dated Aban Mah 05 (November 4, 1926). 


‘THE intention of the honourable Depuities (of the Majlis) to expedite the survey 
and construction of railways in Persia necessitates the immediate preparation of the 
preliminaries of the scheme, 

‘The American expert for railways thought it necessary, prior to his arrival, to have 
4 number of assistants in order to expedite the working of the. sclieme, and tho 

joyornment hia 1 View to avoid waste of time, submitted a Bill for the - 
of tho assistants which has been considered by the commission and which ix now 
ig subinitted, with the necessary amendments, to the Majlis for approv 

Article 1, The Majlis authorises the Ministry of Public Works to engage, at the 
roquest of the technical expert for the construction of railways, one 
stenographer and leven American ongincers to carry out the preliminary survey for the 
Porsian railways, for a perio! of two years, iu the capacity of wsistants of tho 
formur. 

Remarks —Persian experts will liave prior claim to employment. 

Art 2, ‘Tho total amount of the annual salary of the omployees in question sill 
not exceod the sum of tomans 50,000. ‘This amount will be paid from the eredit of 
Gomnas 260,000 approved in the artielo passed on Bulman 20, 1304 (February 9, 
920 

#1, 3. The other necessary articles of the contract of the above-mentioned 
on Ordibehesht 20, 1904 
uder the technical railway expert, 
il be responsible to the M Wor 
4.—Uhe Ministries of Public Work inatice will, each within the limits 
of their legal duties and authority, be responsible for the application of the present lave 


‘A. SHIRVANI 
Aban Mah 16, 1805 (Novenher 8, 1926), 


nolosure 8 in No, 164, 


Professional Record of W. B. Poland, 


BORN at West Point, New York, son of J, 8. Poland, Colonel of the 17th United 
States Infantry and Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 

Graduated Massachusetts Institute of ‘Technology; awarded scholarship it 
advaniced enginearing courses, 

Pnginoor: United States River and Harbour service, Newport District 
Superintendent of construction, Point Judith Harbour Refuge. 1802-04: on pre- 
liminary and location railway survey in middle West; assistant eugineer, Maintenance 
of Way, Big Four Railway. 1895: Major of Engineers, Indiana National Guard— 
organised Dattalion of engineers; First-Lieutenant and Battalion Adjutant, 108th 
Indiana Volunteers, Spanish-American war; served under Colonel Goethals, 
Supervisor of bridges, Cairo Division, Big Four Railway ; engineer of 0 
charge of rebuilding and re-alignment of B, and 0.S,W. Railway between 
and St, Louis; Di engineer, Pittsburg Division B, and 0, Railway. 1 
Superintendent of terminals, Cinciunati, and Superintendent B. and O.S.W. Railay. 
1904: General Manager and chief engineer Alaska Central Railway, the line recontly 


completed by. the Government. 1907-13: Vice-President and chief engineer 
Philippine Railway Company ; Director Pac mumereial Company, 19163 Director 

Belgiuin, Commission for Relief in Belgium. 117: Director for Europe, Com- 
uission for Relief in Belgium and Frauce. 1919: Engineer member American 
‘Military Mission to Asia Minor aud Transcaucasus, under |, 1920-21: 

Commission for Relief in Belgivin, clo 

operations; Joint mavager, European T Advisers Organisation; Bxceutive 
Committee, American Relief Administration; Member American Port Facilities 


tee for Rolief in Belgium Educational Foundation. 1922-25 + 
eneral Railway and Port Construction in Jugoslavia; Reprosentative 
1 bondliolders on Council Administration of State Monopolies, Kingdom of the 
; Consulting engineer, New York. 





[B 7046/644/34) No. 165 
Sir R, Hodgson to Sir Austen Chamberlain —(Received December 28.) 


(So. 0) 
Sir, Moscow, December 13, 19 
WITH re to my despatch No. 772 of the 22nd October last, I havo the 
honour 10 report thar {any sull in doubt as to whether or no negotiations for « pact 
of nonaggression betyweou Porsia and the Soviet Union aro in progress or have been 
the subject of discussion, A number of press allusions, including a statement 
contained in an interview given by M. Chi in Leningrad, would indicate that 
conversations on this theme have tken pla in the nature of things, it would 
seem logical that the Soviet Government, after concluding pacts of the kind) with 
others neighbours, should do the obvious thing and reach a similar arrange- 
nent Agaiust this T have the statement of the Persian Chargé d!AMair 
sa parole " that no negotiations for the conclusion of a non-aggression 
pact-haye taken place either during tho visits of at any, other time, 
nits, wot been kept informed of dhe nature of the 
rsations which the Minister of the Court had with M. Chicherin, so that, his 
démenti, which Lam sure is honest in intention, need not necessarily be rogarded as 
think that the suggestion originally: male that a Russo-Parco- 
projected now safely he dianissed, 
M. Nowvad: is just now, suffering from an access of Russophobia which 
orferes with his coherency and renders it difficult to got fron him a clear idea ay to 
how tatters staad, but he maintains that ache has not succeoded in bringing 
off the commercial agrocment, which was the object of his mission, anil has: roturued 
to ohran (he left Basra on the 1th December) to make his report, Prom other 
sources I guther tlt the Russians have shown themsel ble in the question 
Jaspian fisheries, have promised t hand over the wireless station at Bnzoli at 
years and to abandon their jurisdiction at that port, but have rel 
ea satisfactory undertaking regarding a fixed annual amount up to which 
licences for the import of Persian produce nuist he granted. ‘The Persians, on their 
silo, have refused ty meot the demauds of the Russians that their goods be exempted 
from the payment. of tolls when being transported through Porsian territory, 
3. Meanwhile the Soviet press ¢ e tho shining hour and exult 
py issue to be foresoon 


over the decline of British intl 
from the i Savi ing. Wxtracis? 
from the artic ‘i nt on this. tleme, 


the, jxtaposition of Sir P departure from ‘Tehran and ‘Taimurtache's 
arrival in Moscow being ingenious. 
Thavo, &. 
RM, HODGSON, 


* Not printed. 





